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Dear Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the organizers, let me warmly welcome you
to the 18t Central European Energy Conference (CEEC).
We are pleased to host you here to discuss the most press-
ing topics in the energy sector and work together to-
ward better energy and climate policy solutions for the
entire EU. We are particularly focused on enhancing the
proactive and engaged role of Central Europe in this ef-
fort. This conference aims to address global challenges
in the energy sector while fostering regional dialogue.

This year’s key focus is energy security—specifically re-
ducing reliance on Russian energy imports, seeking al-
ternative suppliers, and accelerating the deployment of
domestic energy sources, including nuclear energy. Ad-
ditionally, addressing climate policies remains a sig-
nificant challenge, making discussions on the further
decarbonization of the energy sector especially timely.
With the newly elected European Commaission following
June’s elections set to shape the future of the European
Green Deal, there are many uncertainties about the ener-
gy transition and how member states, particularly those
in Central Europe, will respond to upcoming legislative
proposals.

This year, Central Europe is of particular EU relevance,
with Hungary holding the EU Presidency and Poland pre-
paring to assume the role. In a dedicated special ses-
sion, we will explore the main priorities of the Polish
presidency in climate and energy policy.

We are also honoured to present the International Ener-
gy Agency’s audit of Slovakia’s energy sector alongside
the flagship World Energy Outlook publication.

The conference panels will pay special attention to
a range of critical topics, including the prospects and
challenges of nuclear energy development, natural gas
supply, and modernizing electricity networks—key ele-
ment of the energy transition. We will also reflect on
insights from the COP29 climate conference and exam-
ine the development of wind energy in the region. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to join panel discussions and
engage with speakers using the Sli.do application with
the hashtag #CEEC.

There will also be dedicated roundtable discussions
addressing the future of the European Green Deal and
the development of geothermal energy. Two addition-
al roundtables will focus on sustainable renovation



of public buildings and funding opportunities for cli-
mate-related projects with local and regional author-
ities. I am particularly pleased that this year, we will
once again engage with Ukrainian representatives and
stakeholders to discuss deploying local energy sources
and implementing energy efficiency measures.

Over the past seventeen years, the CEEC has become a vi-
tal platform for key players in the energy sector, span-
ning business, academia, research, the public sector,
and NGOs. Our ambition is to continue fostering this di-
versity of dialogue and to work together to address the
challenges of energy transformation.

This conference would not be possible without the sup-
port of our partners, colleagues, and friends. I would
like to thank to all our partners for their commitment
to the success of this 18t annual conference.

I hope this year's conference will once again spark en-
gaging discussions, diverse perspectives, and innovative
solutions, serving as an inspiration to everyone inter-
ested in the current developments in energy and cli-
mate policy.

Veronika Oravcova
CEEC Director
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9:00-9:05

WELCOME

Veronika Oravcova, CEEC Director, Slovak Foreign Policy
Association

9:05-9:30

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Denisa Sakova, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Economy of the Slovak Republic

()




9:30-10:45

PANEL I.
NUCLEAR ENERGY IN EUROPE: OPPORTUNITIES,
EXPERTISE, AND OBSTACLES

This panel will explore the prospects and challenges of
nuclear energy development in Europe, with a focus on
regional cooperation and the leveraging of shared ex-
pertise. The discussion will address how countries can
collaborate on nuclear projects, exchange technical and
regulatory expertise, share knowledge in education and
research, and overcome economic and financial obsta-
cles. Panellists will also examine the role of nuclear
energy in achieving energy security and climate goals,
as well as the importance of human capacities for the
long-term sustainability of these projects.

Zuzanna Nowak, Analysis Director, The Opportunity
Institute of Foreign Affairs

Petr Brzezina, President, Westinghouse Czech Republic
Andrei Goicea, Policy Director, nucleareurope

Karel Katovsky, Associate professor, Faculty
of Electrical Engineering and Communication, Brno
University of Technology

Christian Di Lizia, Senior Business Developer,
Electricity of France (EDF)

Miroslav Sarissky, Managing Director for Slovakia,
newcleo

Tomas Simovié, Business Development Manager
0&A

10:45-11:00 Break




11:00-12:15

PANEL II.
TRANSIT IN TRANSITION: CHANGES IN CENTRAL
EUROPE’'S GAS MARKET

As the expiration of the gas transit contract between
Ukraine and Russia approaches by the end of 2024, Cen-
tral Europe faces a crucial moment in its energy land-
scape. This panel discussion delves into the multifacet-
ed implications and future trajectories of natural gas
transit. The panel will examine the potential shifts in
transit routes, supply dynamics, and market competi-
tion. Emphasis will be placed on the changing role of
Central European countries as transit hubs and the stra-
tegic implications for regional energy security.

Richard Kvasnovsky, Executive Director, Slovak Gas and
0il Association

Csaba Marosvari, Deputy State Secretary for Energy
Security

Rastislav Nukovié, General Director, eustream

Agata toskot-Strachota, Senior Fellow, Centre for
Eastern Studies (OSW)

Juraj Palus, Associate, Taylor Wessing
0&A

12:15-13:15 Lunch
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13:15-13:45

SPECIAL SESSION: POLAND'S EU COUNCIL
PRESIDENCY: ENERGY AND CLIMATE PRIORITIES

This panel will be held in cooperation with the Govern-
ment of Poland.

Poland will hold the Presidency of the Council of the Eu-
ropean Union starting in January 2025. The Polish Presi-
dency comes at a time when the EU is facing several crit-
ical challenges that will shape its future. Among the
most pressing issues are the energy and digital transi-
tions, which are vital for enhancing Europe’s competi-
tiveness and sustainability. Special session will focus
on key questions that will guide Poland’s leadership
within the EU and its contributions to shaping long-term
strategies. What are Poland’'s specific priorities re-
garding climate and energy policy? How does the country
intend to address the balance between energy security,
sustainability, and the economic interests of member
states during its presidency? How do other countries,
such as Slovakia view the priorities?

Eva Mihockova, Editor in Chief, zahranicnapolitika.sk

Krzysztof Bolesta, Secretary of State, Ministry
of Climate and Environment of the Republic of Poland

13:45-14:00 Break




14:00-15:00

PANEL III.
ENERGY POLICY OF THE SR: REVIEW BY
THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY

This panel will be held in cooperation with the Ministry
of Economy of the SR.

In this panel a country review of Energy Policy in the
Slovak Republic will be presented. This review is desig-
ned to offer a detailed examination of the Slovak ener-
gy sector, providing key insights and findings derived
from a thorough analysis. The objective is to highlight
the current state of energy policies, evaluate their
effectiveness, and identify areas for improvement.

Artur Bobovnicky, Director of the Innovation
and International Cooperation Section, Slovak
Innovation and Energy Agency

Mary Burce Warlick, Deputy Executive Director,
International Energy Agency

Szabolcs Hodosy, State Secretary, Ministry of Economy
of the Slovak Republic

Kieran McNamara, Policy Analyst, International
Energy Agency

0&A

15:00-15:15 Break
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15:15-16:15

PANEL IV.
PRESENTATION OF THE WORLD ENERGY OUTLOOK

This panel will be held in cooperation with the Interna-
tional Energy Agency.

In the long-standing tradition of the CEEC, the Internatio-
nal Energy Agency (IEA) will present key findings from
its annual World Energy Outlook (WEOQ) report. This re-
port provides critical, objective analysis and insights
on global energy demand and supply trends, along with
their implications for energy security, environmental
protection, and economic development.

FrantiSek Ruzic¢ka, Ambassador, Permanent
Representative of the Slovak Republic to the OECD

Speaker

Mary Burce Warlick, Deputy Executive Director,
International Energy Agency

0&A

16:15-16:30 Break




16:30-17:45

PANEL V.

POWERING THE FUTURE: MODERNIZING
ELECTRICITY NETWORKS FOR A SUCCESSFUL
ENERGY TRANSITION

This panel will be held in cooperation with ZSE.

Electrification is the key to a successful energy transi-
tion. It is necessary to electrify all segments of the
economy, while simultaneously increasing the share of
electricity produced from renewable energy sources
and ensuring its reliable transmission to consumers.
A fundamental challenge for the energy transition is
the technological modernization of transmission and
distribution networks, which must be flexible—capable
of absorbing varying amounts of electricity generated
from many sources at different times. How quickly can
the modernization of electricity networks be achieved
to meet the needs of the energy transition? What will
modernization, digitization, and new standards bring
for network operators and consumers?

Maciej Jakubik, European Programme Coordinator,
Forum Energii

Livia Vasakova, Director, Corporate Development
and Public Affairs, ZSE Group

Andrej Juris, Head of ECRB Unit, Energy Community

Martin Pitorak, Director, Department of Fuels
and Energy, Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic

0&A
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9:00-10:15

PANEL VI.
MONITORING THE CLIMATE COURSE:
INSIGHTS FROM COP 29

Panel discussion will include a summary of the out-
comes of the 29t Conference of the Parties (COP) to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), highlighting significant agreements, chal-
lenges, and areas of progress. It will outline the future
prospects for global climate action, including poten-
tial strategies, technologies, and policies to address
climate change effectively, and innovation in advancing
climate goals beyond COP 29.

Katetina Chajdiakova, Director, Slovak Climate
Initiative

Simon Lacena, Director, Climate Mitigation
Department, Ministry of Environment of the Slovak
Republic

Tibor Lindovsky, Climate Finance and Policy Specialist
at UN Climate Change

Konstansta Rangelova, Global Electricity Analyst, Ember

Tibor Schaffhauser, Senior Climate Policy Advisor,
Green Policy Center

Thea Uhlich, Policy Advisor, Germanwatch
0&A

10:15-10:45 Break
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10:45-12:00

W

PANEL VII.
WIND ENERGY: ENVIRONMENTAL AND COMMUNITY
SOLUTIONS FOR WIND ENERGY SUCCESS

This panel discussion will explore strategies to over-
come environmental, land and community-related bar-
riers in wind energy development, highlighting not
only concerns but also the benefits for local communi-
ties. Effective approaches include enhanced communi-
ty engagement—where early, transparent dialogue and
community ownership models increase acceptance by
allowing residents to share in the economic gains of
wind projects. Environmentally, strategic siting and ad-
vanced wildlife monitoring can mitigate impacts on lo-
cal ecosystems, making wind energy a more responsible
choice. The panel will emphasize how these strategies
not only reduce opposition but foster a collaborative,
community-centered approach, positioning wind power
as a key contributor to both environmental goals and lo-
cal resilience.

0ldrich Sklenafr, Research Fellow, AMO

Viktor Bukovszki, Senior Consultant, Advanced Building
and Urban Design

Jan Lacko, Member of Executive Committee, Slovak
association of sustainable energy (SAPI)

Thomas Podlesak, Management Slovakia, Legal,
WEB Windenergie AG

0&A

12:00

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Veronika Oravcova, CEEC Director, Slovak Foreign
Policy Association
. ‘
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Roundtable
discussions



12:15-13:15

LUNCHEON SESSION-ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
V4 ENERGY THINK TANK PLATFORM
(CHATHAM HOUSE RULE)

With the aim of strengthening cooperation among think
tanks in the Visegrad countries and promoting dialogue
between the academic sector and decision-makers in
the field of energy, the V4 Energy Think Tank Platform
(VAETTP) was launched in 2018. This platform serves as
a permanent forum for think tank collaboration focus-
ing on energy.

MAKING THE GREEN DEAL RELEVANT AND ENGAGING
IN CENTRAL EUROPE

The European Green Deal aims to transform the EU into
a climate-neutral economy by 2050. However, in Central
Europe, where economic structures, energy dependen-
cies, and public perceptions differ significantly from
Western Europe, the Green Deal can sometimes feel ab-
stract or disconnected from local priorities. This panel
will explore how to make the Green Deal more relat-
able and appealing to Central European stakeholders,
including governments, businesses, and citizens. How
can policymakers tailor Green Deal initiatives to res-
onate with the specific challenges and opportunities
of Central European countries? What role can industry,
innovation, and local communities play in this transi-
tion? How can we ensure that green policies are both
economically viable and socially inclusive, addressing
concerns around job security and competitiveness?

Zsolt Gal, Comenius University

Agata toskot-Strachota, Senior Fellow, Centre
for Eastern Studies (OSW)

0ldrich Sklenat, Research Fellow, AMO
Veronika Oravcova, CEEC Director, SFPA

Borbala Takacsné Toth, Senior research associate, REKK



14:30-16:00

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION I.

EPBD IN PRACTICE: THE ROLE OF MUNICIPALITIES
AND PILOT PASSPORTS ON THE PATH TO SUSTAINABLE
RENOVATION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS

This expert roundtable will present the new require-
ments of the EPBD directive and experiences from two
pilot passports implemented by the Buildings for the Fu-
ture platform for the Bratislava Self-Governing Region
under the Renocally project. A moderated discussion
with municipal representatives will address state ad-
ministration needs and provide recommendations for
implementing the official passport being developed
by the Slovak Ministry of Transport. Key topics include
EPBD obligations and timelines, best practices from pi-
lot projects such as the Dudova Business Academy and
Racda Social Services Home, the role of renovation plans
in reducing energy use and emissions, public sector ben-
efits like cost optimization and improved user comfort,
and collaboration between building owners and experts
to ensure practical recommendations. The event is in-
tended for municipal representatives, energy efficien-
cy experts, architects, construction professionals, and
others interested in sustainable building renovation.

The Roundtable discussion will be held in the Slovak lan-
guage without interpretation.

Katarina Nikodemova, Buildings for the Future

Jana Bendzalova, Energy Expert, ENBEE and Buildings
for the Future

Marian Kupec, Energy Expert, Bratislava
Self-Governing Region

Martina Repikova, Energy Expert, Union of Slovak Cities
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16:05-16:30

SPECIAL PRESENTATION ENERGY POVERTY
AND GENDER: WHO BEARS THE BURDEN OF THE
EU’'S COST OF LIVING CRISIS?

The discussion will aim to shed light on the often-hid-
den gendered impacts of the rising cost of living and the
ongoing energy crisis in the European Union. While the
conversation will likely only scratch the surface of this
complex issue, it will pave the way for deeper explora-
tion into how longstanding gender inequalities influ-
ence individuals' capacity to cope with economic and
social shocks caused by these crises. The discussion will
set the stage for future research and dialogue, empha-
sizing the urgent need for more comprehensive data and
actionable solutions to tackle these systemic inequali-
ties. Key questions to guide the discussion include:

» How do existing gender disparities affect the ability
to absorb the financial and social pressures of rising
living costs?

» What specific challenges do women face in managing
energy poverty compared to men?

» How can policy responses better address the intersec-
tion of gender and economic vulnerability in crisis con-
texts?

Veronika Oravcova, CEEC Director

Mariélle Feenstra, Co-Founder and Scientific Director,
75inQ (online)



16:30-17:45

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION II.

FUNDING THE FUTURE: EU OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CLIMATE ACTION IN MUNICIPALITIES
(CHATHAM HOUSE RULE)

In climate change policies, mayors of municipalities
play a key role in driving localized climate action and
sustainability initiatives. This discussion between EU
and Ukrainian cities aims to explore paths for collab-
oration among mayors in implementing effective cli-
mate policies, leveraging available EU funds such as In-
terreg and Horizon, and maximizing their impact in the
transition towards a sustainable future. The discussion
will explore strategies for enhancing the visibility and
impact of climate projects implemented by municipal-
ities, fostering knowledge exchange, and facilitating
peer-to-peer learning networks.

Alexander Duleba, Slovak Foreign Policy Association

Marian Zachar, Climate Office, City of Bratislava

Adriana Sebesova, Strategic Development Dpt,
City of Kosice (online)

Andriy Kyrchiv, Association of Energy Efficient
Cities of Ukraine
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9:00-11:00

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION III.
HUNGARY AND SLOVAKIA GEOTHERMAL
INDUSTRY ROUNDTABLE

The roundtable will convene key public officials, indus-
try players and associations from Hungary and Slovakia
to discuss the current trends and challenges for geo-
thermal development in their respective H & C sectors,
focusing on project financing and policy support tools.
Participants are invited to share experiences, outlooks
and plans in an effort to identify areas of common in-
terest where increased cross-border engagement and
cooperation can be useful to begin mainstreaming geo-
thermal project pipelines.

Nolan Theisen, Senior Fellow for Energy and Climate,
Slovak Foreign Policy Association

SNAPSHOT OF GEOTHERMAL IN HUNGARY AND SLOVAKIA

Matej Hotovéin, Department of Just Transformation,
Ministry of Investments, Regional Development and
Informatization of the Slovak Republic

Katarina Augustini, Acting Director, Institute
of Economic Analyses, Ministry of Economy
of the Slovak Republic

Annamaria Nador, Senior Geologist, Supervisory
Authority for Regulatory Affairs of Hungary (SARA)

INDUSTRY PERSPECTIVES FROM HUNGARY AND SLOVAKIA

Balazs Némethj, Head of department of the energy
directorate, FOTAV

David Kecskeméti, EU Affairs and International
Relations Officer, Professional Association
of Hungarian District Heating Suppliers (Mataszsz)

Oto Halas, Vice-chairman, Association for Geothermal
Energy in Slovakia (AGES)

Gabor Molnar, Managing Director, Arctic Green
Engineering Services



Martin Suran, Project Manager for Decarbonisation,
Orlen Slovakia

IDENTIFYING COMMON BOTTLENECKS AND OPPORTUNITIES

A Chatham House structured discussion that aims to iden-
tify common challenges and solutions as well as direct
actions that can improve the investment scale in Hunga-
ry and Slovakia. Topics to cover include:

DISTRICT HEATING IN FOCUS
» Evaluating competitiveness of geothermal
technology

LEVELING THE PLAYING FIELD FOR GEOTHERMAL
» Active and planned policy tools to encourage
investment

PROJECT FINANCING
» EU and national funds, IFIs and banks

CLOSING REMARKS AND NEXT STEPS

Sanjeev Kumar, Head of Policy, EGEC (TBC)
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Speakers



Katarina Augustini

Acting Director, Institute of Economic Analyses,
Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic

She currently manages the IHA analytical unit at
the Ministry of Economic of the Slovak Republic.
She primarily deals with strategic and concep-
tual projects and analyses, including the devel-
opment of geothermal energy in Slovakia. She
was the founding CEO of INVIA.SK, CleverFarm and
Trivi. She has a wide range of experience from
e-commerce, location intelligence, accounting
to precision agriculture.

Jana Bendzalova
Energy Expert, ENBEE and Buildings for the Future

JanaBendzalova is a professionally qualified per-
son for energy certification of buildings. Until
2016 she worked as the head of the Department of
thermal protection and energy of buildingsin the
Technical Testing Institute of Construction, n. o.
on national projects aimed at the implementa-
tion of the Directive on the Energy Performance
of Buildings into the Slovak legislation and to
support the renovation of buildings. She has col-
laborated on several international projects for
the implementation of energy certification of
buildings in the EU and outside the EU, the intro-
duction of new aspects of energy certificates
and the calculation of cost-optimal minimum
requirements for buildings. She is active in the
development of European technical standards
for the energy performance of buildings. She has
authored and co-authored several articles and
publications. She is currently the head of ENBEE
Ltd., a company that cooperates with national
and international organizations on projects in
the field of energy efficiency in buildings.

Artur Bobovnicky

Director of the Innovation and International Co-
operation Section, Slovak Innovation and Energy
Agency

Artur Bobovnicky is a seasoned expert in inno-
vation and energy. He graduated from the Slovak
University of Technology in Bratislava in 1984
with a major in Thermal and Nuclear Power En-
gineering and defended his PhD thesis there in
1989. With extensive experience as a consult-
ant and in top management, Artur has developed
a broad understanding of various topics. He is
a sought-after speaker and moderator for panel
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discussions both in Slovakia and international-
ly. From 2014 to 2020, he represented Slovakia
in the IEA REWP and TCP SHC. He continues to en-
gage in several international projects funded
by EU framework programs such as Horizon Eu-
rope, Life, DEP, Erasmus+, and regional Interreg
programs. Artur is also a jury member for the
Innovation Fund of Serbia’s Minigrants program,
and similar initiatives in Poland and the SASPRO
program in Slovakia. Additionally, he serves on
the Industry Board of the Faculty of Electrical En-
gineering at the Slovak University of Technolo-
gy in Bratislava.

Krzysztof Bolesta

Secretary of State, Ministry of Climate and En-
vironment of the Republic of Poland

Krzysztof Bolesta is an appointed official of the
European Commission, where he worked from
2004 to 2012 and from 2020 to 2024. From 2000
to 2004, he supported the accession negotiations
and Poland'’s adaptation to EU requirements in
the areas of ‘energy’ and ‘research and devel-
opment’. Between 2012 and 2015, he was a mem-
ber of the political cabinet of two Polish Min-
isters of the Environment and a member of the
supervisory board of the provincial branch of
the National Fund for Environmental Protec-
tion and Water Management in Lublin. He was
involved in the negotiation regarding the sec-
ond European energy and climate change pack-
age. In addition, he served as an advisor to the
President COP19 (United Nations Climate Change
Conference). From 2016 to 2018, he was a re-
search director at the Policy Insight think tank.
Moreover, he co-founded the NGO, the Foundation
for the Promotion of Electric Vehicles, where
he served as vice-president from 2018 to 2020.
He participated in two Euro-Atlantic exchange
programmes, the US State Department’s Inter-
national Leadership Programme and the Ger-
man-American Marshall Fund programme. In
2014, the President of the Republic of Poland
awarded him the Silver Cross for services to
strengthen and develop European integration.

Petr Brzezina
CEO, Westinghouse Electric Company.

Petr Brzezina is an experienced leader in the
energy and construction industries. On February
13, 2023, he was appointed President of West-
inghouse Electric Company in the Czech Repub-
lic.Brzezina has held senior positions at sev-
eral multinational companies, including Skoda



Transportation, Alstom, OHL ZS, General Electric,
and ABB. In 2021, Forbes recognized him as one of
the top Czech CEOs of the year. At Westinghouse,
he focuses on advancing nuclear technology in
the Czech Republic, with the goal of enhancing
regional energy security. Previously, Westing-
house, in partnership with Bechtel, submitted
a proposal to build an AP1000 reactor at the Du-
kovany Nuclear Power Plant.

Viktor Bukovszki

Senior Consultant, Advanced Building and Urban
Design

Viktor is a researcher in urban and technology
studies at ABUD-Advanced Building & Urban De-
sign and the Technical University of Munich. His
area of study is the co-governance of environ-
mental resources through the use of institutional
technologies. This includes leveraging digital-
ization, AI platforms, or blockchain to enhance
governance networks such as energy communi-
ties and democratized nature-based solutions.

Christian Di Lizia
Senior Business Developer, Electricity of France
(EDF)

Christian Di Lizia is a seasoned professional in
the nuclear energy sector with over two dec-
ades of experience spanning engineering, pro-
ject management, international development,
and advocacy. Currently serving as Senior Busi-
ness Developer at EDF’'s International New Nu-
clear Development Division, he leads nuclear
program development in Latin America, Slova-
kia, and Serbia. He also manages strategic rela-
tions with global organizations such as the IAEA,
OECD-NEA, and WNA.

Christian has driven key initiatives, including
EDF's engagement with international multilat-
eral agencies and the development of nuclear
roadmaps in prospective countries. His work
focuses on creating robust frameworks for nu-
clear energy adoption, including supply chain
enhancement and competence building.

Previously, Christian has held diverse roles at
EDF, ranging from process transformation in nu-
clear engineering to interface management for
the Hinkley Point C project. Notable achieve-
ments include rationalizing engineering pro-
cesses, improving interface resolution times,
and driving knowledge-sharing platforms for
new nuclear projects.
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Earlier in his career, Christian was seconded to
Slovenské Elektrarne as a Project Leader, whe-
re he achieved operational savings through ra-
dioactive waste management optimization and
reduced outage durations by implementation of
work management best practices. At WANO Paris
Centre, he led over 20 international peer review
missions, fostering global safety and reliability
standards for nuclear plants.

Christian holds a degree in Aerospace Engineer-
ing from the University of Rome “La Sapienza,”
where he also contributed to the development
of propulsion technologies. Passionate advocate
for nuclear energy, Christian’s strategic vision
and leadership underscore his commitment to
advancing safe, efficient, and innovative nucle-
ar energy solutions worldwide.

Mariélle Feenstra
Co-Founder and Scientific Director, 75in@

Mariélle Feenstra is co-founder and scientific
director of 75inQ, the Institute on gender and
energy promoting more visibility for diversi-
ty in the energy transition. After 15 years as
a policy advisor for municipalities in the Neth-
erlands, she returned to academia with her PhD
project “Gender Just Energy Policy: engender-
ing the energy transition in Europe” graduated
in 2021 at University Twente, the Netherlands.
She has been working on gender and energy since
2000. Her contribution as a gender-energy pio-
neer has been acknowledged both in academia
and in practice by invitations to participate in
policy formulation activities for the European
Union and the United Nations.

Zsolt Gal

Assistant Professor, Comenius University in Bra-
tislava

Zsolt G&l is assistant professor at the Depart-
ment of Political Science, Faculty of Arts at
Comenius University in Bratislava. He holds an
MA degree in Political Science from the de-
partment and a PhD degree in Economics from
Corvinus University in Budapest, Hungary. His
research interests include public finances, eco-
nomic aspects of European integration, econom-
ic transformation in Central and Eastern Europe
and international migration. He teaches several
courses in these fields at Comenius University.
He is the author of the bookThe 2007-2009 finan-
cial crisis: what went wrong and what went dif-
ferent? (2011) and his work has been published



in several edited volumes and academic jour-
nals. Recently, he contributed a chapter (,From
Economic Transformation to Energy Transition:
The Legacy of Thirty Years of Post-Communist
Development”) to the volume From Economic to
Energy Transition. Three Decades of Transitions
in Central and Eastern Europe, edited by Matus
Misik and Veronika Oravcova and published by
Palgrave Macmillan in 2021.

Andrei Goicea
Policy Director, nucleareurope

Andrei Goicea graduated in 2002 from both the
University Politehnica of Bucharest—Faculty of
Power Engineering as a nuclear engineer and the
“Spiru Haret” University, Marketing and Foreign
Trade Faculty as economist. He is also holding
a master at the University Politehnica of Bucha-
rest—Faculty of Power Engineering in nuclear
safety and radiological protection from 2003.

Starting with May 2015 he is at nucleareurope
(formerly named FORATOM), currently holding
the Policy Director position, after he previous-
ly worked at Nuclearelectrica—Romania (2003-
2013) and Mochovce Units 3 and 4 Project in Slo-
vakia (2013-2015). From his current position he
is dealing with European policy matters with
impact on the nuclear sector.

Oto Halas

Managing Director in SLOVGEOTERM, a. s., Vice-
chairman of Association for Geothermal Energy
in Slovakia (AGES), Project Manager in GEOTERM
KOSICE, a. s.

Graduate of the Department of Building Services,
Department of Heating at Faculty of Civil Engi-
neering at STU (Slovak University of Technology
in Bratislava) and ICIEE (International Center
for Indoor Environment and Energy) at DTU (Tech-
nical University of Denmark, Kongens Lyngby,
Denmark). Throughout his working career he has
been dealing with the utilization of geother-
mal energy, mainly for the purposes of district
heating systems, and has participated in most of
the important geothermal projects in Slovakia.
Currently, as the director of SLOVGEOTERM, a. s.,
he continues to develop and implement new geo-
thermal projects and as a vice-chairman of As-
sociation for Geothermal Energy in Slovakia, he
supports further development of geothermal en-
ergy utilization.
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Szabolcs Hodosy

State Secretary, Ministry of Economy of the Slo-
vak Republic

Szabolcs Hodosy is mainly involved in matters
related to energy and regulation, in which he has
extensive experience. Before joining the minis-
try, Mr Hodosy held the position of Vice-Chair-
man of the Regulatory Office for Network In-
dustries (URSO), where he worked for more than
four years. Mr Hodosy holds a Master’s degree
in law from Comenius University in Bratislava.
He started working in the energy sector right
after finishing his studies. In the company Zapa-
doslovenska distribuén3, a. s., he worked as a te-
amleader of the management support team from
2007. Later, he moved to the position of Head of
Investment Management, where he was respon-
sible notably for managing the preparation and
implementation of major investment projects,
optimization of the investment process, and in-
tegrated management. He took up the position of
Vice-Chairman of URSO in September 2020.

Matej Hotovéin

Department of Just Transformation, Ministry of
Investments, Regional Development, And Infor-
matization, of the Slovak Republic

Matej has been working for almost two years in
the Just Transition Department at the Ministry
of Investments, Regional Development, and In-
formatization, overseeing the implementation
of the Just Transition Fund within the Program
Slovakia. With over a decade of experience man-
aging publicly funded investment and research
projects, he focuses on clean energy, research,
development, and innovation. He is involved in
the “Clean Energy Support in the KosSice Basin”
project, which aims to bring clean geothermal
energy to Kosice with 56 million euros in fund-
ing and a total investment of almost 100 million
euros. Additionally, Matej is part of preparing
a long-term strategy for supporting geother-
mal energy in Slovakia within the framework of
interdepartmental cooperation, which aims to
set more favourable conditions for geothermal
energy from the source to its use.

Katerina Chajdiakova
Director, Slovak Climate Initiative
Katetina Chajdiakova is the Director of the Slo-

vak Climate Initiative, where she leads efforts
in energy transformation and climate policy.



With a strong background in environmental and
energy legislation, she has worked across var-
ious NGOs, addressing pressing environmental
issues through policy initiatives. Her work pri-
oritizes enhancing energy efficiency, particu-
larly within the building sector, and she has ac-
tively advocated for sustainable construction
and renovation as central to Slovakia's climate
goals. Holding a degree in biochemistry from
the Faculty of Natural Sciences, she combines
her practical skills in organizational develop-
ment and advocacy with extensive experience
on both national and international projects. Her
approach emphasizes the positive impacts of cli-
mate transformation, focusing on creating ef-
fective and impactful strategies.

Maciej Jakubik

European Programme Coordinator, Forum Energii

Maciej Jakubik specializes in shaping public po-
licies, especially European policies in energy
and climate areas and issues related to the EU
decision-making. He has worked on the develop-
ment of the European energy and gas markets, ETS
and energy security issues. In recent years, he
has worked in Polskie Sieci Elektroenergetyczne
and Central Europe Energy Partners in Brussels.
He has taken an active part in the EU legislative
processes and participated in many working and
expert groups of the EC and ENTSO-E. In the past,
he was associated with public administration
and diplomacy in, among others, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Development and
the Chancellery of the President. He is a grad-
uate of political science at the University of
Warsaw and European studies at the College of
Europe in Natolin. He also completed postgrad-
uate studies in energy at the Warsaw School of
Economics and energy market training courses at
the Florence School of Regulation and the Energy
Delta Institute.

Andrej Juris
Head of ECRB Unit, Energy Community

After graduating at the Slovak Technical Univer-
sity in 1988, he worked on the construction of
the Mochovce nuclear power plant. Subsequent-
ly he joined the Antimonopoly Office, where he
worked in the enforcement of competition poli-
cies.In 1994, he co-founded the Centre for Eco-
nomic Development with the aim to support in-
dependent analysis of the economic policy in
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Slovakia. After graduation from the, MPA pro-
gram in Princeton University in 1997, he con-
tinued to work on international energy-related
projects for the US-based consulting company
NERA. Between 2004 and 2019 he worked at Zapa-
doslovenskda energetika, first as the Director in
charge of energy strategy and regulation, and
from 2007 as the Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of the largest electricity distribution
system operator in Slovakia. In 2008 he comple-
mented his education with the, MBA degree at
the Jacobs University in Germany. In 2020 he was
appointed as the Chairman of URSO, the Slovak
national energy and water regulatory agency,
where he led efforts to integrate the Clean En-
ergy Package for All Europeans in the energy
regulatory framework and policies in Slovakia.
Since March 2024 he assumed his current role
at the Energy Community Secretariat in coordi-
nating and supporting activities of the Energy
Community Regulatory Board. He is the author of
several publications in the field of energy sec-
tor regulation and liberalization, and he regu-
larly speaks at professional events.

Karel Katovsky

Associate professor, Faculty of Electrical Engi-
neering and Communication, Brno University of
Technology

Karel Katovsky graduated from the Czech Tech-
nical University in Prague in Nuclear Engineer-
ing in 2001. In his diploma as well as disserta-
tion thesis, he focused on accelerator-driven
subcritical systems for the transmutation of
spent nuclear fuel. Since 2005, he has worked
as an assistant professor at the Department of
Nuclear Reactors of the Czech Technical Univer-
sity in Prague. From 2008 to 2012, he worked as
a researcher at the Physics Computations de-
partment of SKODA JS, plc. at a detached work-
place at the Dukovany Power Plant. Since 2011,
he has been working at the Department of Elec-
trical Power Engineering of the Brno University
of Technology. He initiated the establishment
of the interdisciplinary master’'s degree pro-
gram called Nuclear Power Engineering. At BUT,
he is also the coordinator of cooperation with
thirteen foreign universities and companies,
e.g. with Texas A & M University, Yerevan State
University, the Institute of Modern Physics, Lan-
zhou, Uzhhorod National University, and KEPCO



International Nuclear Graduate University. To-
gether with Professor Juyoul Kim, dean at this
university, he initiated the establishment of
a Czech-Korean Nuclear Cooperation Center, the
educational and training center to prepare pro-
fessionals for the support of the construction of
new units 5 and 6 of the Dukovany power plant.

Marian Kupec
Energy Expert, Bratislava Self-Governing Region

Marian Kupec is an expert in the field of ener-
gy and project management with many years of
experience in the energy services sector. He
is currently working as an analyst/energy ex-
pert at the Bratislava Self-Governing Region,
where he focuses on energy data collection and
processing, design of building renovation and
preparation of projects financed from Europe-
an funds. He has experience from various posi-
tions, including project manager at Slovenske
elektrarny, where he managed energy saving
projects and energy services for companies
and municipalities. He studied at the University
of Economics in Bratislava, where he obtained
a degree in business management, and has com-
pleted a number of professional trainingsin the
field of energy, thermal energy, photovoltaics
and public procurement. He holds certificates
in climate-energy management and thermal
energy, as well as other professional certifi-
cates. His practice contributes to improving en-
ergy efficiency and sustainability in the public
and business sectors.

Richard Kvashovsky

Executive Director, Slovak Gas and 0il Associa-
tion

Richard Kvasriovsky has spent the majority of
his professional career in public service me-
dia. From 1998 to 2007, he worked at Slovak Ra-
dio, where he rotated through the international
affairs department and the domestic editorial
team. There, he served as an editor and host for
news and discussion programs. Since 2009, he has
been with the TASR news agency, where he served
as the head of the domestic editorial team and
a member of the TASR Board of Directors. He has
received several journalistic awards for his
work. Since June 2019, he has been the executive
director of the Slovak Gas and 0il Association.
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Simon Lacena

Director, Climate Change Mitigation Department,
Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic

Simon Lacena is a director at the Climate Change
Mitigation Department at the Ministry of Envi-
ronment of the Slovak Republic, where he is in
charge of implementing and monitoring climate
and energy-related policies of the EU and prepar-
ing the first national Climate Act of the Slovak
Republic, which sets the climate neutrality tar-
get for 2050. He previously served as a Senior
State Advisor at the Ministry of Environment of
the Slovak Republic. He also completed a train-
eeship at the Permanent Representation of the
Slovak Republic to the EU, focusing on policy
issuesrelatedtoenergy,environment,andtrans-
port. He graduated from the Russian State Agrar-
ian University and the Slovak University of Ag-
riculture in Nitra.

Jan Lacko

Member of Executive Committee, Slovak associa-
tion of sustainable energy (SAPI)

Jan Lacko has worked in the renewable energy
sector in various positions since 2006. As a pro-
ject manager, he was involved in the first wave of
wind power plant projects in Slovakia and subse-
quently participated in the construction of pho-
tovoltaic power plants. Later he was responsible
for strategy, planning, development as well as
acquisitions of green energy projects for the CEE
and Western Balkans region in an international
company. He was in charge of relations with key
institutions such as public authorities, financial
institutions and business partners. Currently, he
mainly manages the preparation of wind power
projects in Slovakia. Jan has been an active mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the Slovak
Association of Sustainable Energy (SAPI) since
2013, where he covers the wind energy agenda.
His goal is to contribute to the better use of mod-
ern and innovative green technologies.

Tibor Lindovsky

Climate Finance and Policy Specialist, UN Cli-
mate Change

Tibor Lindovsky is an international climate and
energy policy expert with over nine years of
leadership in international climate negotia-
tions and policy development under the UNFCCC
framework. Serving as a Programme Officer at



the UN Climate Change Secretariat, and as Spe-
cial Adviser to the Slovak Minister of Environ-
ment, Tibor has driven global advancements in
transparency, climate finance, and sustainabil-
ity strategies. He has chaired key international
platforms, including as Co-Chair of the EU Ex-
pert Group on Climate Finance and EU Coordina-
tor of the Subsidiary Body for Implementation,
where he shaped outcomes at COP conferences
and advanced climate reporting and financing
mechanisms.

Agata Loskot-Strachota
Senior Fellow — Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW)

Coordinator of the Energy in Europe project. For
the last few years, she has coordinated OSW's re-
search work on the European gas market and acted
as a senior research fellow for European Union
energy policy, prior to that was focusing on oil
and gas issues in the Caspian region. Participant
in a number of EU and regional research pro-
jects (including POLINARES, Strategic Foresight
Conversation on the Future of the EU and Ukraine
2035, VAETTP consortium of Visegrad Group think
tanks). Cooperates with Polish, EU and region-
al think tanks on a regular basis including with
Polish Economic Institute and within the Think
Visegrad platform. External contributor to Gre-
en Deal Ukraina project. Member of the Polish
Expert Council on Energy Security and Climate,
and the Working Group on European Energy Secu-
rity (CEPA).

Csaba Marosvari
Deputy State Secretary for Energy Security

Csaba Marosvari is Hungary's Deputy State Sec-
retary for Energy Security since June 2023. Pri-
or to his current role he worked nearly 10 years
in the Hungarian natural gas industry dealing
with gas wholesale business development in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe (CEE), natural gas supply
strategy and diversification of natural gas sup-
ply sources and routes in the CEE region’s tur-
bulent geopolitical and natural gas supply sit-
uation experienced since 2014. Most of this
experience he gained at the Hungarian national
energy conglomerate MVM Group where he par-
ticipated in the Group’s gas wholesale market
expansion in the CEE region, its efforts to diver-
sifying gas supply sources and routes as well
as its entering new business fields such as LNG
and upstream. Mr Marosvari contributed to the
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signing of new long term supply contract with
Gazprom in 2021 and LNG supply contracts for Krk
LNG terminal in 2020 that are the cores of Hun-
gary's gas supply in this decade. Having received
multiple corporate awards and recognitions for
his work, in 2023 he received MVM Group’s high-
est professional award, MVM Prima. He has also
published articles about the commercial and
geopolitical aspects of natural gas supply and
has been a welcomed speaker at international
and domestic natural gas industry conferences.
He received his undergraduate degree from Cor-
vinus University of Budapest (Hungary) and his
Master's degrees from University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill (USA) and Hult International
Business School-Shanghai Campus (USA-based).

Kieran McNamara
Policy Analyst, International Energy Agency

Kieran McNamara is an energy policy expert
with over two decades of experience in the sec-
tor. Since 2007, he has served as a Policy Ana-
lyst at the International Energy Agency (IEA),
specializing in international relations, ener-
gy, and climate. His work focuses on advancing
sustainable energy policies and fostering global
collaboration to address climate challenges.
Previously, Kieran spent eight years as a Senior
Analyst and Manager at the Commission for Regu-
lation of Utilities (CRU), where he played a key
role in shaping regulatory frameworks and dri-
ving strategic initiatives in the utilities sector.
He holds a Master's in Economics from Trinity
College Dublin and a Bachelor of Commerce from
the University of Galway.

Eva Mihockova
Editor in Chief, zahranicnapolitika.sk (SFPA)

Eva Mihockova is Editor in Chief of Foreign Poli-
cy SFPA, a media website operated by the Slo-
vak Foreign Policy Association. She also works
as an investigative journalist for Stop the Cor-
ruption Foundation in Slovakia and Visegrad In-
sight Fellow. She was awarded the Journalism
Award in 2022 by the Open Society Foundation. Eva
started her journalistic career in 1998 at Slovak
Television. Since then, she has worked for major
news outlets such as TA3 television, RTVS public
broadcaster, Euractiv.sk, Plus7dni weekly, and
Trend weekly, where she served as a reporter,
moderator, and a member of the editorial office
management team.



Gabor Molnar

Managing Director, Arctic Green Engineering
Services

Gabor Molnar is a project manager and designer
of geothermal energy projects in Hungary, Eu-
rope and worldwide. He joined Mannvit in 2008,
started to work at the headquarter in Reykjavik,
Iceland. His engineering tasks included general
building and geothermal heating projects in Ice-
land and later in Hungary. In the last 15 years,
Gabor has participated in geothermal energy
utilization projects—both direct heat use and
electricity production—as senior designer, con-
struction manager, and project manager. He was
the overall project manager of the develop-
ment of the first Hungarian geothermal power
plant in Tura. GAbor was the Managing director
of Mannvit Kft from 2019. From 2023, he is the
Managing Director of Arctic Green Engineering.

Annamaria Nador

Senior Geologist, Supervisory Authority for Reg-
ulatory Affairs of Hungary (SARA)

Currently Chair of the Geo-Energy expert group
of the European Geological Surveys and also the
Energy Priority Area coordinator of the EU Strat-
egy for the Danube Region. She has more than
15 years of experience in deep geothermal sys-
tems, especially resource assessment, utiliza-
tion and management strategies of transbounda-
ry geothermal reservoirs in Central Europe. She
has been participating in numerous EU-funded
geothermal projects and worked as project man-
ager in several of them. She is the member of
the international expert team elaborating the
United Nations Framework Specifications (UNFC-
2019) for geothermal energy. She was one of
the initiators of the Hungarian geothermal risk
mitigation scheme and the Hungarian Geother-
mal Information Platform—OGRE. Addressing the
current energy crisis, she has been working on
strategies on how to accelerate geothermal de-
velopments in Hungary.

Balazs Némethi
Head of department, Budapest Public Utilities Ltd

Mzr. Némethi graduated at the Faculty of Mechan-
ical Engineering of the Technical University of
Budapest in 1997 as building services engineer
and started working for the Budapest District
Heating Co. Ltd. in 2000 as technical development
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engineer. In the first few years he dealt with
district heating substation issues, delivering
operational measurements. Later he was tasked
with implementing regulation of the energy
performance of buildings, especially the meth-
od of defining the primary energy factor of the
district heating. Mr, Némethi is the leader of
the Technical Committee of the Association of
Hungarian District Heating Enterprises. As such
he deals with the challenge of district heating
and cooling efficiency and increasing the share
of renewable and waste heat sources. He is also
a member of the management of the District
Heating Department of the Hungarian Scientific
Society of Energy Economics, involved with or-
ganizing the annual DH-conference.

Katarina Nikodemova
Director, Buildings for the Future

Katarina Nikodemova has been working for more
than 5 years as the director of Buildings for the
Future, an organization that focuses on shaping
public policies to promote quality construction
and renovation of buildings in terms of energy
efficiency, indoor environmental quality and
sustainability. She has extensive experience in
advocacy, campaigning, policy, media work and
project management. He also has experience of
editorial work, project work and working for
the European institutions. She is a graduate of
Palacky University in Olomouc, where she holds
Master's degrees in Political Science, European
Studies and Public Administration in a Cross-Cul-
tural Environment. She has also studied abroad
(USA, Spain and Sweden) with the support of Euro-
pean programmes. She excels in organizational
skills, strategic thinking and the ability to co-
ordinate teams for meaningful collaborations
across sectors.

Zuzana Nowak

Analysis Director, The Opportunity Institute for
Foreign Affairs

Zuzanna Nowak is an Analysis Director at the Op-
portunity Institute for Foreign Affairs and en-
ergy and a climate policy analyst. Expert of the
Ignacy Lukasiewicz Institute for Energy Policy.
Previously she worked as a senior energy and
climate analyst within the Global Issues Pro-
grammeinthePolishInstitute ofInternational



Affairs. She graduated from the Paris School of
International Affairs at Sciences Po Paris and
the College of Europe in Bruges. She concentrates
her research mainly on multilateral climate di-
plomacy, energy security issues and post-Soviet
countries. She also held analytical, managerial,
and international cooperation positions at the
Polish 0il and Gas Company and, before that, at
the Polish National Centre for Nuclear Research
as well as the Polish Member Committee of the
World Energy Council.

Rastislav Nukovié
General Director, eustream

Rastislav Nukovié studied at the Faculty of Elec-
trical Engineering and Informatics at the Slo-
vak University of Technology in Bratislava. From
2000 to 2002, he completed postgraduate studies
specializing in the gas industry at the Faculty
of Environmental Technology at the University of
Chemistry and Technology in Prague. His careerin
the gasindustry beganin 1998 in the Slovtransgas
division of SPP, where he served as an IT systems
administrator and later became the head of the
Data Collection and Technical Support Depart-
ment. From 2005 to 2008, he worked as the Direc-
tor of Centralized Maintenance, and over the
following four years, he served as the Director
of Strategic Projects. Since July 1, 2014, he has
been the CEO of EUSTREAM. He is a long-standing
member of the Executive Committee of the Tech-
nical Association of the European Gas Industry
(Marcogaz). Since September 2022, he has been
serving as the President of the Slovak Gas and 0il
Association (SPNZ).

Veronika Oravcova
CEEC Director, Slovak Foreign Policy Association

Veronika Oravcova is a Research Fellow at the
Slovak Foreign Policy Association and a Research
Assistant at the Department of Political Science
at Comenius University in Bratislava. Her re-
search interests are centred on energy transi-
tion and energy security in Central and Eastern
Europe, she is a co-editor of From Economic to
Energy Transition. Three Decades of Transitions
in Central and Eastern Europe (Palgrave: London,
2021), several chapters on energy transition,
and several papers on Slovak energy policy.
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Juraj Palus
Associate, Taylor Wessing

Juraj Palusis an associate at Taylor Wessing Bra-
tislava, where he is a member of the Corporate/
M & A,Capital Markets,andRestructuring & In-
solvency teams. He possesses profound knowledge
in the field of energetics and specializes in all
areas of corporate law and provides expert ad-
vice to both national and international clients
on corporate recovery matters. Before joining
Taylor Wessing in 2024, Juraj held several sig-
nificant positions, including senior supervision
position at Slovenské elektrarne, with direct
responsibility to the Ministry of Economy of the
Slovak Republic (2021-2023), head of procure-
ment at Bratislavska vodarenska spoloénost
(2020), and head of legal support for trade at
Slovensky plynarensky priemysel (2019-2020).
His career at Slovensky plynarensky priemysel
alsoincluded roles as lawyer and strategic pur-
chaser from 2011 to 2019. Juraj began his pro-
fessional journey as a law clerk in law firm in
Bratislava (2009-2011). Juraj holds a doctorate
from Pan-European University (2011) and com-
pleted his legal studies at Comenius University
(2004-2009).

Martin Pitorak

Director, Department of Fuels and Energy, Min-
istry of Economy of the Slovak Republic

Born in 1981 in KoSice, Slovakia. Finished his ed-
ucation at the Faculty of Arts of the Comenius
University in Bratislava. From 2007 employed at
the International Relations in Energy Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak
Republic, with the main responsibilities related
to the EU agenda in the field of renewable energy
and energy infrastructure. Between 2013-2019
was posted as the energy attaché at the Perma-
nent Representation of the Slovak Republic to
the EU in Brussels. From 2019 designated as the
Director of the Energy and Fuels Department
with main responsibilities regarding the legal
framework and policy initiatives related to the
electricity market, gas market and the heating
sector as well as biofuels. Cooperated also on
the preparation of the Recovery and Resilience
Plan—Component 1: Renewable Energy and Energy
Infrastructure.



Thomas Podlesak
Director, WEB Windenergie AG

Thomas is a director at the Slovak affiliate of
Austrian power company WEB Windenergie AG.
WEB has been active since 1994 in developing,
erecting and operating renewable energy power
plants and is now active in 8 countries in Europe
and North America where it operates wind parks,
PV plants and hydro power plants. He has a legal
background and has been working on projects in
the field of renewable energy for more than 24
years. He focuses on the financing of renewable
energy projects. He is regularly publishing pa-
pers on financing issues regarding renewable
power plants and is teaching law of corporate
governance at the University of Vienna.

Konstantsa Rangelova
Global Electricity Analyst, Ember

Kostantsa joined the Ember Global Insights Team
to help spearhead the global green electricity
transition through insightful data-led analy-
sis. Kostantsa brings her in-depth expertise on
global energy markets and her policy advocacy
experience to foster a fact-based internation-
al public debate about the fast-changing global
electricity transition. Prior to joining Ember,
Kostantsa worked as a Senior Energy and Climate
Analyst at CSD, a European public policy insti-
tute, and was leading the Downstream research
team at JBC Energy, an independent energy mar-
ket research centre in Vienna.

Martina Repikova
Energy Expert, Union of Slovak Cities

Martina Repikovéa cooperates with the Union of
Slovak Cities as an energy advisor. She focuses
on promoting decarbonisation, energy manage-
ment, developing climate and energy strategies,
reducing carbon footprint and increasing ener-
gy efficiency.

Frantisek Ruzicka
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the
Slovak Republic to the OECD

Ambassador Frantisek Ruzicka took up his duties
as the Permanent Representative of the Slovak
Republic to the OECD in November 2020. Prior
served as the State Secretary of the Ministry
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of Foreign and European Affairs from 2018 on-
wards. FrantiSek Ruzic¢ka was appointed Direc-
tor of the Office of H.E. Miroslav Lajéak, during
the Presidency of the 72nd session of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York, from 2017 to 2018.
He was Ambassador to the United Nations in New
York from 2012 to 2017, Ambassador to the Re-
public of Poland from 2005 to 2010. Frantisek
Ruzicka served in numerous leadership roles at
the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of
the Slovak Republic and abroad — Washington,
Prague. H. E. FrantiSek Ruzic¢ka graduated from
the Moscow State Institute of International Re-
lations and Charles University in Prague with
PhD in Philosophy.

Denisa Sakova

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy
of the Slovak Republic

Denisa Sakova studied at the Gymnasium of Eugen
Guderna in Nitra. She continued her studies at
the Faculty of National Economy of the Univer-
sity of Economics in Bratislava, where she also
obtained her doctoral degree. During her stud-
ies, she began working as a consultant at DELTA
E. S., a. s. Subsequently, from 2001 to 2003, she
worked for Cap Gemini Ernst & Young GmbH in
Berlin as a senior consultant. From 2003 to 2007,
she worked for E.ON IT Slovakia, s. r. o. as the Di-
rector of the Applications Division. In 2007, she
transitioned from the private sector to the pub-
lic sector, where she worked at the Ministry of
Interior of the Slovak Republic until 2010 as the
General Director of the Informatics, Telecom-
munications, and Security Section. She returned
to the Ministry of Interior in 2012, initially as
the Head of the Service Office, and from 2016,
she served as the State Secretary of the Minis-
try of Interior of the Slovak Republic. In 2018,
she was appointed as the Minister of the Inte-
rior, becoming the first woman in the depart-
ment’s history to hold this position. She served
also as a member of the National Council of the
Slovak Republic from 2020 to 2023.

Tibor Schaffhauser

Senior Climate Policy Advisor, Green Policy
Center

Tibor Schaffhauser, with over 10 years of ex-
perience in international climate and devel-
opment topics is the founding member of Green
Policy Center, a Hungarian sustainability think



tank. Tibor throughout his career has focused
on international climate issues. While working
in different leadership positions in the public
administration in Hungary, Tibor has been wor-
king on both national and international clima-
te policy making and implementation and led
the Hungarian delegation to numerous climate
and environment conferences. Since then, Tibor
has worked at the Energy Community Secretariat
in Vienna as a Climate Policy Advisor and has
supported Contracting Parties in their natio-
nal policy planning, such as the development of
National Energy and Climate Plans. In 2020, Ti-
bor was among the founding members of Green
Policy Center, a green think tank and advisory,
where among others, Tibor has contributed to
several studies, reports and policy proposals,
worked on public awareness campaigns, led on
different projects on net zero banking or cli-
mate change and security, among others. Tibor
has also supported both the Czech and the Hun-
garian Council Presidencies, and contributed to
the successful outcomes at COP27 and COP29.

0ld#ich Sklenar
Research Fellow, AMO

0ldtich Sklenat is an analyst at AMO, where he
is a member of the climate team. He specializes
in energy issues and greenhouse gas production.
He graduated in Energy and Process Equipment
from the Brno University of Technology and in
Environmental Studies from Masaryk Universi-
ty. Additionally, he completed a study intern-
ship at Vrije Universiteit Brussel. He began his
professional career as a designer in the ener-
gy sector. He then worked for several organi-
zations, including non-governmental ones, fo-
cusing on the development of renewable energy
sources and energy management. The largest
part of his career has been spent in a manage-
rial role in the development and production of
electrical machinery. In addition to AMO, he also
works as a consultant as part of the Climate
Facts project.

Miroslav Sarissky
Managing Director for Slovakia, newcleo

Miroslav Sarisky is the Managing Director for
Slovakia at newcleo, a European company based
in Paris, leading the design and development of
next-generation (Generation IV) advanced modu-
lar nuclear reactors. Prior to joining newcleo,
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Miroslav held several senior positions at Slov-
enské elektrarne, where he gained extensive
expertise in human resources, organizational
management, corporate social responsibility,
environmental and energy efficiency initia-
tives, government and international relations,
communications, and sustainable development.
Throughout his career, Miroslav has also held
leadership roles in notable institutions, includ-
ing the American Bar Association, the Central
and East European Law Initiative, the Parliament
of the Slovak Republic, and the National Bank of
Slovakia. He served on the presidiums of both the
National Union of Employers (RUZ) and the As-
sociation of Employers Unions and Associations
(AZZZ). Miroslav was instrumental in founding
the Fund for Transparent Slovakia and the Rule of
Law Initiative in Slovakia.

Tomas Simovié
Business Development Manager, Slovenské ele-
ktrarne

Tomas Simovié is a graduate of the Czech Techni-
cal University in Prague, with an, Msc. in techni-
cal cybernetics, and Ecole nationale supérieure
de techniques avancées (ENSTA) in Paris. After
a brief stint as a free-lance consultant in mathe-
matical modelling he joined Electricté de France
(EdF) in Paris, where he worked on mathemat-
ical optimization models (2009-2013) and risk
management and valuation (2016-2017). He also
worked at Sapient Global Markets in London
(2013-2015) as a consultant in commodity trad-
ing. In 2018 he joined the trading department of
SPP in Bratislava as a senior analyst supporting
prop and portfolio trading. In 2019, he joined
Slovenské elektrarne, where he was in charge of
quantitative support for asset optimization and
led various development initiatives. Since Feb-
ruary 2024, he has been working as a Business
Development Manager responsible for SE devel-
opment projects.

Borbala Takacsné Toth

Senior Analyst, Regional Centre for Energy Poli-
cy Research

Borbala has worked with the Regional Centre for
Energy Policy Research (REKK) since its creation
in 2004. With REKK she has been leading several
international and national consultancy projects,



with many using the European Gas Market Model
as the primary analytic tool. Her main fields
of expertise include: regional co-operations;
security of supply issues; energy geopolitics;
major infrastructure initiatives in the gas sec-
tor and incentives for investments; competition
cases in the gas market; and the effect of gas re-
lease programs on competition in the gas market
in Europe. She recently (2023) defended her PhD
thesis at the International Relations and Securi-
ty Studies program at the Corvinus University of
Budapest. Borbala was educated as an economist
at the Budapest University of Economic Sciences
in 1998. She spent 5 years as a civil servant in
government administration mostly in the field
of energy regulation. Between 2001 and 2003 she
was Head of the President’s Secretariat respon-
sible for international relations of the Hungar-
ian Energy Office.

Nolan Theisen

Senior Fellow for Energy and Climate, Slovak
Foreign Policy Association

Nolan Theisen is Senior Researcher at the Slovak
Foreign Policy Association with nearly ten years
of experience in Central and Eastern Europe en-
ergy and climate policy issues beginning as a re-
search associate at the Budapest-based Region-
al Centre for Energy Policy Research (REKK). He
holds a master’'s degree in international eco-
nomics from the University of California, San
Diego Global Policy and Strategy program. His
current areas of focus center on the clean mo-
bility transition and development of Pannonian
geothermal energy. Mr. Theisen is also Project
Lead with the Slovak Electric Vehicle Associa-
tion (SEVA).

Thea Uhlich

Policy Advisor, Germanwatch

Thea Uhlich is a Policy Advisor for Low-Carbon
Strategies & Energy in the field of internation-
al climate policy at Germanwatch, a German en-
vironment and development organisation. She is
co-author of the Climate Change Performance
Index (CCPI). Each year, the CCPI tracks and com-
pares the climate change mitigation perfor-
mance of 63 countries and the EU. She previously
studied social sciences and geography in Cologne
and Freiburg.
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Livia Vasakova
Director, Corporate Development and Public Af-
fairs, ZSE Group

Livia Vasakova works in the energy sector as the
Director of the Division for Corporate Devel-
opment and Public Relations of the ZSE Group.
She is the former Director General of the Re-
covery Plan Section at the Office of the Govern-
ment of the Slovak Republic, where she prepared
the Slovak Recovery Plan and introduced an ef-
ficient system of its implementation, which has
already brought Slovakia more than a third of
the allocation and placed it among the fastest
performing EU countries. From 15 May 2023, she
held the post of Deputy Prime Minister for the
Slovak Recovery and Resilience Plan and the use
of EU funds in the bureaucratic government of Lu-
dovit Odor, where she streamlined the use of EU
funds and proposed improvements to the system
of their use. Previously, she headed the Econom-
ic Analysis Section at the Representation of the
European Commission in Slovakia and worked at
the Directorate General for Energy at the Euro-
pean Commaission in Brussels. Since 2024 she has
been a member of the RUZ Presidium.

Mary Burce Warlick

Deputy Executive Director, International Energy
Agency

Mary Burce Warlick is the Deputy Executive Di-
rector of the International Energy Agency (IEA).
A retired career diplomat and former U.S. Am-
bassador to Serbia, Ms. Warlick has held a va-
riety of senior leadership positions at the U.S.
Department of State, National Security Council
and Department of Defense, serving in Washing-
ton and abroad. From 2014-2017 she served as
the State Department’s Principal Deputy and
Acting Special Envoy for International Energy
Affairs and represented the U.S. on the IEA Gov-
erning Board. Ms. Warlick holds, B.A. in Politi-
cal Science and a, M.A. in Law and Diplomacy.
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