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Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the organisers, let me welcome you to the
16t Central European Energy Conference (CEEC). It gives
us great pleasure to welcome you in person after two
pandemic years so we can discuss all the latest energy
sector topics.

On 24 February the security of Europe was shaken by the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. In the energy sector the
debate on energy security has been revived in the po-
litical and media discourse. Security of supply has be-
come a key topic not only in the field of energy, but also
across the economies of EU countries. High levels of de-
pendence, especially in the Central European region, on
natural gas and oil imports from Russia revealed coun-
try vulnerabilities and prompted calls for new energy
sector measures.

The aim of the 16t CEEC conference is to discuss meas-
ures that could strengthen energy security without
abandoning the EU climate goals. There are several key
questions for the regional energy debate. What are
countries doing to improve their energy security? How
can we strengthen regional energy cooperation and en-
hance resistance to similar situations in the future?
And how can energy security be reconciled with EU cli-
mate policies given the continued importance of decar-
bonisation, energy transformation and climate change?
I am pleased that this year we can discuss these timely
issues with Ukrainian representatives and stakeholders.

The conference will pay special attention to regional
cooperation in the natural gas sector; the potential for
developing hydrogen and smart grid infrastructure;
energy efficiency in buildings, especially the heating
sector; and changes to ETS for industry. For the first
time, there will be a separate panel discussion on waste
usage in the energy sector and the circular economy.

Over the past fifteen years, CEEC has become a platform
for key energy sector players from business, science
and research, the public sector and NGOs. Our ambition
is to maintain the diversity of this dialogue and to work



together to find answers to the challenges posed by de-
carbonisation and energy transformation. I hope that
once again this year's conference will generate inter-
esting discussions as well as a range of views and solu-
tions and serve as inspiration to all those interested
in current developments in energy and climate policy.
I would therefore like to thank all our partners who
have lent their support to this aim of the 16 annual
conference.

Also this year we will be broadcasting the conference
live on the SFPA social media. Those who follow us on-
line will also have an opportunity to participate. You
will be able to join in the discussions and ask the speak-
ers questions via the Sli.do #CEEC application. The dis-
cussions will be held in English and Slovak with simul-
taneous interpretation.

Veronika Oravcova
CEEC Executive Director
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== 19:60

WELCOME DINNER
(by invitation only)

Urban Rusnak, Secretary General of the International
Energy Charter (2012-2021)

ENERGY CHARTER TREATY - THE LEGAL INSTRUMENT
WE FAILED TO USE
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MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Alexander Duleba, CEEC Director, Slovak Foreign Policy
Association
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MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
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8:45-10:15

PANEL I. / MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
ENHANCING ENERGY SECURITY

Europe’s reliance on imported natural gas from Russia
has again been brought into question by Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine on 24 February. Unlike the debate after
the 2009 gas crisis, this time the question of cutting off
Russian imports is on the table and specific steps have
been taken to reduce dependence. What are countries
doing to improve their energy security and reduce de-
pendence on Russian imports? What future do the natu-
ral gas and oil sectors and nuclear energy have in these
countries without Russian fuels? How can we strengthen
regional energy cooperation and increase resilience?
And how can energy security be reconciled with EU cli-
mate policies?

Pavol Demes, Member of the Board, Slovak Foreign
Policy Association

Karel Hirman, Minister of Economy of the Slovak Republic
Yaroslav Demchenkov, Deputy Minister of Energy

of Ukraine for European Integration (online)

Alexander Duleba, CEEC Director, Slovak Foreign Policy
Association (online)

0&A

10:15-10:30 Break
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PANEL II. / MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
SUBSTITUTING RUSSIAN NATURAL GAS

In response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the Eu-
ropean Commission proposed the framework of a plan
to end European dependence on Russian fossil fuels by
2027. It outlined a series of measures to respond to ris-
ing energy prices in Europe and to replenish gas stocks
for the upcoming season. The EU imports 90% of the gas
it consumes, with Russia providing around 45% of those
imports. While Europe has been facing higher energy
prices since the post-Covid-19 economic recovery be-
gan, uncertainty over supplies has merely intensified
the problem. The solutions are to diversify gas supplies,
speed up the roll-out of renewable gases and replace
gas in heating and power generation. What has been done
in recent months to reduce gas dependence on Russia?
Should we invest more in gas storage capacities and
LNG terminals? And what challenges lie ahead for the
gas sector?

Richard Kvasiovsky, Executive Director, Slovak Gas
and 0il Association

Annamaria Fehér, Head of CEQ's Cabinet, MVM CEEnergy
Miroslav Kulla, Chairman of the Board of Directors, SPP
Rastislav Nukovié, General Director, EUSTREAM

Sergii Pereloma, Chief Executive Officer, Ukrtransgaz
0&A

11:45-12:00 Break
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12:00-13:15 c .

PARALLEL PANEL IIIA. / MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
PROGRESS IN DEVELOPING HYDROGEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

Concerns about both the energy transition and energy
security have been thrown into sharp relief by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. Hydrogen is one of the clean
technologies that would immediately improve energy
security, for it could replace natural gas in hard-to-
-subside sectors. Described by the International Energy
Agency as a “versatile energy carrier” hydrogen has
a diverse range of applications and can be deployed in
sectors such as industry and transport. Is hydrogen the
right answer for energy security and decarbonisation?
Which sectors could benefit from hydrogen use? How
can we produce hydrogen in the region without relying
on fossil fuels?

Chair

Robert Jambrich, Head of International relations,
EU affairs and Environment, Slovenské elektrarne

Video Message

Christophe Grudler, Member of the European
Parliament, Renew Europe

Ales Doucek, Chairman of the Board, HYTEP
Gabor Dudas, Head of Business Development, FGSZ
Tommy Isaac, Head of Hydrogen Research,
Progressive Energy Limited

Jan Weiterschiitz, Chairman, Slovak National
Hydrogen Association

0&A



%—f 12:00-13:15

PARALLEL PANEL IIIB. / CONNECTIONS ROOM
THE CHANGING ROLE OF THE SMART GRID:
Effective new approach to grid
management, making full use of smart
grids and smart grid technologies

This panel will be held in cooperation with the Open
Smart Grid Protocol Alliance.

Electricity generation from renewable sources will
need to increase substantially if we are to achieve the
objective of doubling the share of renewable energy
in the global energy mix by 2030. Fortunately, there is
growing evidence from many countries that high levels
of renewable energy penetration in the grid are techni-
cally and economically feasible, particularly as solar
and wind technologies are increasingly reaching grid
parity in economic terms. However, the continuously
growing share of renewables in centralised and decen-
tralised grids requires a new effective approach to grid
management that makes full use of “smart grids” and
“smart grid technologies”. In order to expand efforts
regarding the energy transition in Eastern Europe, it is
crucial we update traditional approaches and princi-
ples in the electricity industry by incorporating inno-
vation and modern solutions that have a positive effect
on industry and society.

Mark Ossel, Member of the Board, OSGP Alliance,
Member European Commission Coordination Group -

Smart Electricity Grid

Peter Dovhun, General Director, SEPS

Peter Simko, Founder and CEO, PowereX Energy

Ruslan Slobodian, Chairman of the State Inspectorate
of the Energy Supervision (online)

0&A

13:15-14:10 Lunch
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PANEL IV. / MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
PRESENTATION OF THE WORLD ENERGY OUTLOOK

This panel will be held in cooperation with the Ministry
of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
and the International Energy Agency.

It is a long-running tradition that the International
Energy Agency flagship World Energy Outlook Report is
presented at the CEEC conference. Published every year
and based on objective data and dispassionate analysis,
The World Energy Outlook provides critical analysis and
insights on trends in energy demand and supply, and what
they mean for energy security, environmental protec-
tion and economic development.

Ingrid Brockova, State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic

Tim Gould, Chief Energy Economist, International Energy
Agency

Jan Osicka, Associate professor, Masaryk University
0&A

15:00-15:15 Break



15:15-16:30

PARALLEL PANEL VA. / CONNECTIONS ROOM
INDUSTRY ON THE ROAD FROM FREE ALLOWANCES
TO THE CARBON BORDER ADJUSTMENT MECHANISM

As part of the EU climate efforts, the Carbon Border Ad-
justment Mechanism (CBAM) has been proposed to prevent
the risk of carbon leakage and support the EU's lofty am-
bition on climate mitigation, while ensuring WTO com-
patibility. The CBAM will progressively become an al-
ternative to the Emissions Trading System (ETS), which
is the world's first international emissions trading
scheme. The European Commission states that the ETS has
been effective in addressing the risk of leakage but it
also dampens incentives to invest in greener production
at home and abroad. How will the CBAM approach affect
industrial imports and exports to third countries? How
will industrial players respond to the new system? Is
combining the CBAM with free allowances feasible? And
what are the barriers to and driving forces of indus-
trial energy efficiency improvements to reduce energy
consumption in industry?

Zsolt Gal, Assistant Professor, Department of Political
Science, Faculty of Arts, Comenius University

Katefina Davidova, Analyst, EUROPEUM Insititute
for European Policy

Radovan Durana, Analyst, Institute of Economic
and Social Studies

Tomas Jungwirth Bifezovsky, Head of the Climate Team,
Association for International Affairs

Michal Pintér, Director of Governmental and EU
affairs, U.S. Steel Kosice

Daniel Urban, Chairman of the Board, Steel Union
(online)

0&A

16:30-16:45 Break
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PARALLEL PANEL VB. / MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWARDS CLEANER AND MORE EFFICIENT
HEATING SYSTEMS?

This panel will be held in cooperation with PGE Polska
Grupa Energetyczna.

District heating plays an important role in enhancing
energy security in Central and Eastern Europe. Although
regional, district heating is the only available heat
source for millions of households, primarily located
in urban areas. In fact, CEE countries rely far more on
district heating as a core heat source. Nearly 6 million
households in Poland, out of a total of around 14 million,
use district heating. In the Czech Republic the number is
just under 4 million and in Slovakia more than one third
of the population relies on this heat source. For CEE coun-
tries, facing the challenge of decarbonising district
heating systems, high-efficiency cogeneration is cur-
rently the preferred technology owing to the required
temperature parameters and large installed capacity,
which make it harder to substitute low-temperature re-
newables. The need for energy savings has focused at-
tention on the efficiency of heating systems and there
have been discussions on potential energy savings, espe-
cially in the run up to the heating season. What can be
done in the short-term? What kinds of measures could
make heating systems more efficient? How can heat-
ing systems be further decarbonised? And what are the
legislative barriers to cleaner, more efficient heating
systems?



Martin Hajek, Director, Association for the District
Heating of the Czech Republic

Speakers

Wanda Buk, Vice-President of the Management Board for
Regulatory Affairs, PGE Polska Grupa Energetyczna S.A.
Biljana Grbié¢, Consultant, Energy Community

Eva Hoos, Policy Officer, Renewables and Energy System
Integration Policy, DG ENER, European Commission
(online)

Q&A

16:30-16:45 Break
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16:45-18:00 7

PANEL VI. / MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWARDS GREEN(ER) BUILDINGS

This panel will be held in cooperation with the Recovery
Plan Section of the Government of the Slovak Republic.

Energy efficiency is a powerful means of securing clean
energy transitions, but it often takes time to deliver ma-
jor results. Russian gas dependence and high natural gas
prices have incentivized EU countries to push for more
energy efficiency measures to help reduce Russian gas
imports. Moreover, CEE countries still rely on coal for
heating, which is associated with poor air quality. This
panel will discuss short-term and long-term measures
that should be deployed to accelerate decarbonisation
and energy savings. What kind of measures should we
adopt to improve energy efficiency in buildings? Which
materials could be used in greener buildings? Are heat
pumps an efficient and cost-effective way of heating
homes instead of gas or other fossil foil fired boilers?

Katarina Nikodemova, Director, Buildings for the Future

Justyna Glusman, Managing Director, Fala Renowacji
Andras Reith, CEO of Advanced Building and Urban Design
Lubica Simkovicova, President of Passive House
Institute Slovakia, Manifest2020

Livia Vasakova, Director General of the Recovery Plan
Department, Government Office of the Slovak Republic
Lenka Vanék, Head of the Innovation and
Decarbonization, CEZ ESCO

0&A

18:00-18:15 Break
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LA 18:15-19:30

PANEL VII. / MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
MAKING USE OF WASTE AND SECONDARY
MATERIALS IN CITIES

The reality of the new geopolitical and energy market
requires us to accelerate the clean energy transition
and ensure Europe’s energy is not dependent on unreli-
able suppliers and volatile fossil fuels. The European
Commission has stressed that following the invasion of
Ukraine, the case for a rapid clean energy transition
has never been stronger and clearer. While energy effi-
ciency measures and renewables deployment are key to
the energy transition, waste usage plays an important
role in transitioning to a modern, resource-efficient
and competitive economy. The European Green Deal waste
policy aims to contribute to the circular economy by
encouraging the extraction of high-quality resources
from waste where possible. What measures should be
implemented to encourage better usage of secondary
raw materials? Should we generate more energy from
waste? What are some of the innovative waste usage
projects in cities?

Diana Motlizova, Editor, Energie-portal.sk

Tamas Jaszay, Power Plant Director, Metropolitan Waste
to Energy Plant — Budapest Utilities (BKM)

Milos$ Kuzvart, Executive Director, Czech Association

of Circular Economy

Ivana Males, Co-founder of the Institute for the Circular
Economy of the Slovak Republic (INCIEN)

Miroslav Mravec, Technical Director, Veolia Energia
Michal Struk, Researcher, Sustainability and
Circularity Institute
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MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
CONCLUDING REMARKS

Veronika Oravcova, CEEC Executive Director,
Slovak Foreign Policy Association



40

19

Central European Energy Conference 2022 / Bratislava / PROGRAM

GLASS OF WINE

il



Side Events

I2QWIAON T7 ‘Aepuo|n



11:50-12:40

MEMORIES ROOM

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:

REGIONAL COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY IN THE
NATURAL GAS SECTOR AHEAD OF NEXT WINTER

The Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 revea-
led high levels of economic dependence on the Russian
Federation, notably in the energy sector.InEurope, es-
pecially Central and Eastern European (CEE), high energy
dependence on Russian energy sources (natural gas, oil,
but also nuclear fuel) limited the EU’s ability to respond
immediately and impose sanctions on energy imports. In-
deed, many argue that the immediate and complete ces-
sation of imports would have come at the expense of re-
gional energy security and caused substantial economic
losses. But there are also questions about the reliance
on Russian imports and the capacity to import gas from
other countries. The discussions about the gas shortages
and their impact on the economy and cooperation are
therefore of central importance. Regional cooperation
in the CEE region has been key, especially since the gas
crisis in 2009. Therefore, the aim of this project is to
refocus the discussion and launch a debate on the poten-
tial for regional cooperation and an intra-EU solidarity
mechanism as solutions to the crisis.

Martin Jirusek, Assistant Professor, Masaryk University
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13:15-14:10

SIDE EVENTS

MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
LUNCH PRESENTATION

Uladzimir Rak, Head of the Energy Security Department
of iSANS

THE GAS SUPPLY OF DEMOCRATIC BELARUS AFTER
POLITICAL REGIME CHANGE



14:00-15:00

CONNECTIONS ROOM
JUDGING THE ESSAY COMPETITION, “HOW THE
ENERGY CRISIS WILL CHANGE EUROPE.”

The European Union is facing what may be its biggest
energy crisis since it was founded. Raw material su-
pplies from Russia are at a historic low and the war
against Ukraine has prompted Europe to impose sanc-
tions, so we have to look for new sources and solutions.

The students attempted to find answers to these ques-
tions: What steps should EU countries, the European in-
stitutions, or you yourself take so the European project
can successfully tackle this challenge? Does the Euro-
pean Union have sufficient tools at its disposal to han-
dle this crisis? Is it possible to find a balance between
comfort and the cost of living? Is switching to alter-
native sustainable energy sources the solution? What
lessons could the EU take from these events? Will the
EU come out of this situation stronger? How would you
proceed?

The competition was announced by the Hanns Seidel
Foundation, the Tuneg, PU¢ik and Tesar Foundation and
members of the European Parliament Ivan Stefanec and
Ludék Niedermayer.
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16:30-17:30

SIDE EVENTS

MEMORIES ROOM

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:

DECARBONISATION THROUGH THE V4 EXPERIENCE.
WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

The findings of an analytical publication produced by
the Czech think-tank EUROPEUM Insititute for Europe-
an Policy in partnership with the SFPA, INE-ISD and the
Equilibrium Institute on the V4's experiences with de-
carbonisation will be presented during the roundtable
discussion. The aim of the publication was to summarize
the coal phase-outs in each of the V4 countries, focusing
on the involvement of civil society organisations. Based
on the analysis of the V4 experience and the lessons lear-
ned, the authors made specific recommendations on how
to support the decarbonisation process not just in the
V4 region, but also in Serbia and other Western Balkan
countries aspiring to EU membership.

The publication is part of a project focused on impro-
ving advocacy skills among Serbia’s civil society actors
and enhanced participation in policymaking under the
green transformation, focusing particularly on the coal
phase-out through the transfer of know-how between V4
countries and Serbia. The project is supported by the
International Visegrad Fund.

Michal Hruby, Research fellow, EUROPEUM Insititute
for European Policy

Dora Csernus, Senior Climate and Environmental Policy
Expert, Equilibrium Institute

Alzbeta Gavalcova, Junior Researcher, Slovak Foreign
Policy Association

Tatiana Mindekova, Junior Researcher, EUROPEUM
Insititute for European Policy

Wojciech Szymalski, Director, Institute for Sustainable
Development Foundation
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Ingrid Brockova

has been State Secretary of the Ministry of For-
eign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
(MFEA) since April 2022. Prior to that she was
the Ambassador and Permanent Representative
of the Slovak Republic to the OECD (2011-2015,
2018-2020). In the interim years she was Direc-
tor General for Economic Cooperation at the
MFEA and from 2001 to 2008 Country Manager
of the World Bank in Slovakia. She joined the
MFEA in 1993. Her areas of expertise are main-
ly economic diplomacy and development assis-
tance. She holds a Doctorate in Economics from
the Slovak Technical University, Bratislava. In
1999 she obtained a Masters in Internation-
al Public Policy (MIPP) from the Paul H. Nitze
School of Advanced International Studies at the
Johns Hopkins University in Washington, DC, USA.

Wanda Buk

is Vice-President for Regulatory Affairs of PGE
Polska Grupa Energetyczna S.A. She holds the ti-
tle of attorney, having graduated from the Fac-
ulty of Law and Administration at the University
of tédz, as well as the Faculty of French Business
Law at the Université de Poitiers in France. She
also attended the prestigious Leadership Acad- |
emy for Poland programme organised by the
Center for Leadership in cooperation with Har-
vard University. In September 2020, she was ap-
pointed to the Management Board of PGE Polska
Grupa Energetyczna S.A. and made Vice-President
for Regulatory Affairs. She has held the posi-
tion of Undersecretary of State at the Ministry
of Digital Affairs since July 2018. She has also
been a member of the Committee for European
Union, the Standing Committee of the Council of
Ministers and the Joint Central Government and
Local Government Committee.

Katerina Davidova

is Senior Research Fellow at EUROPEUM Institute
for European Policy where she leads the cli-
mate team. She focuses on EU and Czech climate
and energy policy, and the Central European
region’s transition to a low-carbon economy.
Katetina is also affiliated with the Centre for
Transport and Energy and has worked in both the
public and the private sector.




Pavol Demes

is an independent foreign policy analyst, civil
society expert and TV anchor. He is a non-resi-
dent senior transatlantic fellow with GMF US
and is a board member of the European Endow-
ment for Democracy. After the Velvet Revolu-
tion in 1989 he served as Executive Director of
the Slovak Academic Information Agency-Ser-
vice Center for the Third Sector. In 1991-1992 he
was Slovak Minister of International Relations
and then Foreign Policy Advisor to the President
of the Slovak Republic (1993-1997). From 2000
until September 2010 he was Director for Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe of the German Marshall
Fund of the United States. He has his own TV pro-
gramme on international relations and diplo-
macy on tasr.tv and publishes articles and books
on international relations and civil society.

Ales Doucek

is Chairman of the Board of the Czech Hydrogen
Technology Platform. He has been a board mem-
ber since 2013 and is Head of the Hydrogen Tech-
nology and Innovations in Energy department. He
has worked at UJV ReZ since 2018, focusing on
hydrogen technologies. Ales is also a member of
the coordination group for the National Clean
Mobility Action Plan, co-chairman of the Work-
ing Group for Hydrogen Mobility at the Ministry
of Transport of the Czech Republic and a member
of the hydrogen platform at the National Coun-
cil for Hydrogen and the Hydrogen Coordination
Group at the Ministry of Industry and Trade. He
graduated from the University of Chemistry and
Technology in Prague, where he obtained a doc-
torate in the field of chemical and energy fuel
processing.

Peter Dovhun

has been Chairman of the Board and CEO of the
Slovak Electricity Transmission System (SEPS)
since February 2021. He has over 25 years of
managerial and business experience in team
building and leading, managing organisational

change, development and sustainable growth

and as part of the executive management team.
Before being appointed to his current post, he
worked as a consultant and advisor to heads of
private companies and public organisations, in-
cluding the Ministry of Finance of the Slovak
Republic and related organisations. Peter grad-
uated from the Faculty of Foreign Trade at the
University of Economics in Bratislava.
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Gabor Dudas

is Head of Business Development at FGSZ - the
Hungarian natural gas transmission system op-
erator (May 2022). His main focus is short- and
long-term network development, relations with
other system operators and regional gas mar-
ket analysis. Since 2012 he has held various ex-
pert and managerial positions at FGSZ. He was
the company’s Brussels representative for the
European Network of Transmission System Oper-
ators for Gas (ENTSOG) for 3 years. Gabor gradu-
ated with a degree in petroleum and natural gas
engineering from the Faculty of Earth Sciences
at the University of Miskolc, Hungary.

Alexander Duleba

is Senior Fellow at the Research Centre of the
Slovak Foreign Policy Association (RC SFPA) and
Director of the Central European Energy Confer-
ence. In 2000-2019 he served as the RC SFPA di-
rector. Since 1995 he has been working for RC
SFPA as the head of the Eastern Europe Research
Programme. In 1993-1995 he was an analyst with
the Slovak Institute for International Studies
at the Slovak foreign ministry. In 2010 he be-
came a lecturer at the Institute of Political
Science at Presov University. He was awarded
a PhD in political science from the Slovak Acad-
emy of Sciences in 1998, made reader at Come-
nius University in Bratislava in 2009, and award-
ed a professorship from Masaryk University in
Brno in 2019.

Radovan Durana

works as an analyst at INESS. After completing
his studies at the Faculty of Management of the
Comenius University in Bratislava, he worked in
the credit risk department of a foreign com-
mercial bank. Since the founding of INESS in
2006, he has performed economic analyses of
the public finances and state economic policy.
Recently, his interest has turned to decarboni-
sation and he is the author of How to Compensate
Industry for Indirect Carbon Costs and the New
Tax Slovakia has had for a Long Time: Consumption
Carbon Tax on Motor Fuels.

Annamaria Fehér

is Head of the CEQ's Cabinet at MVM Energy. As
a manager she is responsible for developing the
business strategy and for general affairs such
as corporate communication and subsidiary gov-
ernance. Annamaria is a member of the IGU (In-
ternational Gas Union) Sustainable Committee.




Previously she was responsible for Hungarian
Gas Storage’s international and domestic lob-
bying activities and actively participated in
the work of Gas Infrastructure Europe. In recent
years, her work has focused on analysing the po-
tential for innovation in the energy value chain
from a business and regulatory perspective
and drawing up plans for sector integration to
achieve the 2050 decarbonisation targets. She is
co-creator of the HGS's hydrogen-related pilot
project called Project Aquamarine. Annamaria
received a degree from Corvinus University of
Budapest in quantitative economics and has more
than ten years of experience in the gas industry.

Zsolt Gal

is assistant professor at the Department of Po-
litical Science, Faculty of Arts, Comenius Uni-
versity in Bratislava. He holds an MA degree in
Political Science from the department and a PhD
degree in Economics from Corvinus University
in Budapest, Hungary. His research interests in-
clude public finances, economic aspects of Eu-
ropean integration, economic transformation
in Central and Eastern Europe and international
migration. He teaches several courses in these
fields at Comenius University. He is the author
of the book The 2007-2009 Financial Crisis: What
Went wrong and What Went Different? (2011)
and his work has been published in several edit-
ed volumes and academic journals. Recently, he
contributed a chapter (From Economic Transfor-
mation to Energy Transition: The Legacy of Thirty
Years of Post-Communist Development) to From
Economic to Energy Transition. Three Decades of
Transitions in Central and Eastern Europe, ed-
ited by Matus Misik and Veronika Oravcova and
published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2021.

Yaroslav Demchenkov

is Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Energy of
Ukraine in charge of EU integration, internatio-
nal affairs, investment policy, strategic plan-
ning, energy efficiency and science, technology
and innovation policy. Prior to that he was Vice
Chair of the Committee on Sustainable energy at
UNECE, tasked with standardisation policy and
regulatory cooperation. He was Project Coordi-
nator at UNOPS responsible for developing part-
nerships and communication with existing and
potential UNOPS partners, government relations
and for providing high-level expertise and ad-
visory services. Furthermore, he has served in
the public sector as Chief of Staff to the Vice
Prime Minister of Ukraine, Deputy of Chernihiv
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Regional Council and as an advisor to the mem-
bers of parliament. He has a master's degree in
International Law from the Ukrainian Academy
of Foreign Trade in Kyiv.

Justyna Glusman

is Managing Director of Association Renovation
Wave Poland which promotes energy efficiency
improvements in the building sector. Previous-
ly, she was Deputy Mayor and Sustainable Devel-
opment Head Coordinator at Warsaw City Hall,
where she was in charge of implementing the air
quality improvement programme, climate ad-
aptation and mitigation policies for the city of
Warsaw as well as improvements to vegetation
and metropolitan green space management and
integration. Justyna graduated from the Warsaw
School of Economics with an MA and from the LSE,
where she obtained a PhD in the political econo-
my of European integration as well as an Execu-
tive, Msc. in Cities. She is an expert on public
affairs, territorial self-government, regional
policy design and implementation. She is also
a member of the Climate & Space Commission at
the Ombudsman Office and a member of the Civic
Congress Programme Council.

Tim Gould

was appointed the Agency's Chief Energy Econ-
omist in 2021. As Chief Energy Economist, he
provides strategic advice on energy economics
across a wide range of IEA activities and anal-
ysis. He is also Head of the Division for Energy
Supply and Investment Outlooks, in which ca-
pacity he co-leads the World Energy Outlook and
oversees the Agency'’'s work on investment and
finance, including the World Energy Investment
report. Prior to joining the IEA, Mr Gould worked
on European and Eurasian energy issues in Brus-
sels and has ten years of experience in Eastern
Europe, primarily in Ukraine. He graduated from
Oxford University and has a post-graduate diplo-
ma from the School of Advanced International
Studies of Johns Hopkins University.

Biljana Grbié

is an energy lawyer with more than seven years
of diverse experience in the energy field. She
has been working for the Energy Community
Secretariat for three years, helping Contract-
ing Parties align their legislation with the EU
heating and cooling legislation. Before that she
worked for a district heating company in Serbia
for three years and at the Ministry of Mining




and Energy of the Republic of Serbia. She is also
a doctoral student at the University of Vienna,
where she researches regulatory and policy as-
pects of district heating.

Christophe Grudler

Christophe Grudler is a French Member of the
European Parliament and belongs to the Renew
Europe group. He is a historian and journalist by
training and entered politics at an early stage in
his career.Heiscloselyinvolvedinlocal politics
in his home town of Belfort, where he has been
elected as a local representative several times.
Within the European Parliament, he is Vice-Co-
ordinator of the ITRE Committee (Industry, re-
search and energy) for Renew Europe. He also
sits on the Foreign Affairs and Security and De-
fence committees. Furthermore, he is Vice Pres-
ident of the European Parliament’s Sky & Space
Intergroup. He is actively engaged in energy
and industry issues. He was appointed European
Parliament rapporteur for the Own Initiative
report on Energy System Integration and shad-
ow rapporteur for the report on Batteries and
Waste Batteries. Under the Fit-For-55 Package,
he was appointed shadow rapporteur for the re-
vision of the renewable directive (RED II).

Martin Hajek

has been Vice President of the European heat-
ing industry association Euroheat & Power since
2020. In 2010 he was appointed Director of the
Executive Department of the Heating Association
of the Czech Republic. Prior to that, he worked
at International Finance Corporation, where he
was involved in the Programme for the Develop-
ment of Commercial Financing of Energy Saving
Projects (CEEF) in the Czech Republic and other
Central and Eastern European countries. Before
that he worked at Prazska teplarenska, where he
was Advisor to the General Director for Strategy.
Martin Hajek studied Economics and Energy Man-
agement at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering
at the Czech Technical University in Prague.

Karel Hirman

was appointed Minister of the Economy of the
Slovak Republic in September 2022. Prior to that
he worked in energy and international trade and
as a manager and member of the management
bodies of several Slovak energy companies and
the Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency. He man-
aged the ELENA energy efficiency project run by
the regional government in PreSov. He was also
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an external energy adviser to Minister of For-
eign Affairs Miroslav Lajéak and Prime Minis-
ter Iveta Radi¢ova and was the expert in charge
of the energy section of the PS/Spolu election
manifesto. He was an energy expert on the team
of advisers to Ukrainian Prime Minister Volo-
dymyr Hrojsman. He has also worked for the
weekly Trend and regularly publishes on energy
and international security issues. He is a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the SFPA.

Tommy Isaac

is Head of Hydrogen Research at Progressive En-
ergy Ltd, based in the UK. Tommy is an engineer-
ing fellow and both a chartered chemical and
mechanical engineer. He has nearly a decade of
experience in the low carbon hydrogen indus-
try, working across operational, commercial,
and technical roles. The focus of Tommy's work
is in the creation of technical and economic ev-
idence to support the UK Government's hydro-
gen policy development programs, principally
concerning the initial introduction of hydrogen
into the existing system, and extending to the
full conversion of the natural gas network and
end users. He is a recognised expert in the UK on
technical and regulatory matters within the hy-
drogen industry and a member of various gov-
ernment and parliamentary advisory groups, as
well as an active member on several key hydro-
gen industry committees.

Robert Jambrich

has worked for Slovenské elektrarne since 2009
and is Head of International Relations, European
Affairs and the Environment. His responsibil-
ities include the analysis and implementation
of Slovak and European regulatory and legis-
lative frameworks pertaining to the environ-
ment, coordinating institutional relations with
European and national stakeholders and analysing
financing opportunities within European fund-
ing schemes for the company’s development pro-
jects. Previously, he worked at the Antimonopoly
Office of the Slovak Republic. He graduated in
2005 with a degree in Corporate Finance from
the Faculty of Business Management at the Uni-
versity of Economics in Bratislava.




Tamas Jaszay

has been Power Plant Director of the Waste to
Energy Plant at BKM, Budapest Utilities since
2021. He is an expert in energy and finance with
many years of experience. He has held multiple
high-ranking positions such as Corporate Devel-
opment Director at RWE Hungaria, ELMU/EMASZ,
board member and Executive Director of Eu-
rocorp International Finance, and Secretary
to the Board of Directors of MVM. He has also
worked in the public sector as personal assis-
tant to the State Secretary for Energy at the
Ministry of Industry and Trade. He was award-
ed an, Msc. from the Technical University of Bu-
dapest. Tamas Jaszay also studied at the Banff
School of Advanced Management in Canada.

Tomas Jungwirth Br¥ezovsky

is the founder and Head of AMO Climate Team. He
focuses on numerous challenges related to cli-
mate change and the low-carbon transition, and
follows developments in the Western Balkans. In
the past, Tomas$ has worked as a policy officer
for the Czech Migration Consortium, and as a po-
litical analyst, campaign manager and school
teacher. He graduated in law and went on to study
human rights and democratisation in Sarajevo
and Bologna. He was later awarded a fellowship
at the European University Institute in Florence
where he studied climate mitigation and adap-
tation in a transnational context. At present, he
is working with the Environment Ministry on ne-
gotiations relating to the 2022 Czech Presidency
to the Council of the EU.

Miroslav Kulla

is Chairman of the Board and General Director
of Slovensky plynarensky priemysel. From 2002
to 2005, he held various positions at Slovak Tele-
com. From 2005, he worked at VSE Holding, first
as Deputy Financial Director and Development
Manager, then in 2006 to 2022 as Chairman of the
Board, General Director, a member of the board
and Commexrcial Director. From 2008 to 2022, he
was the manager of RWE Gas Slovensko and its
successor company, innogy Slovensko. Between
2013 and 2016, he was Operations Director and
a member of the board of directors at RWE Hrvat-
ska/RWE Energija. He is a graduate of ESCP-EAP,
Paris Business School and the Faculty of Manage-
ment at Comenius University in Bratislava.
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Milos Kuzvart

has been Executive Director of the Czech Asso-
ciation for the Circular Economy since 2018. He
has a wealth of experience from both the pri-
vate and public sectors, focusing especially on
the environment and energy. He has held a range
of positions such as Minister of Environment of
the Czech Republic, 1998-2002; Member of Czech
Parliament 2002-2006, Director of the PHARE
programme management unit for the Czech Re-
public for the non-profit sector. He was also
a lecturer at the Faculty of Science at Charles
University in Prague and at the Faculty of Envi-
ronment at the University of Jana Evangelisty
Purkyné. Furthermore, he was CEO of TUV NORD
Czech and project manager for secondary ener-
gy sources at SGS CZ. He undertook postgraduate
studies in Earth Remote Sensing at Charles Uni-
versity, Faculty of Science in Prague.

Richard Kvasinovsky

has been Executive Director of the Slovak Gas
and 0il Association since June 2019, where he
is mainly responsible for industry communica-
tion. Most of his professional career has been
associated with public media. In 1998-2007, he
worked at Slovak Radio, where he alternated be-
tween the editorial office of international life
and the domestic editorial office, where he was
the editor and moderator of news and discussion
programmes. Since 2009, he has worked for TASR
press agency as head of the domestic editorial
office and sits on the TASR Board of Directors. He
has won several journalism awards for his work.

Ivana Males

is co-founder of the Institute for the Circular
Economy of the Slovak Republic (INCIEN). Her
work involves creating policies and strategies
for the circular economy that are both prac-
tice-oriented and targeted at sustainability
and climate neutrality solutions.

Diana Motuzova

is an editor of the professional daily news web-
site Energie-portal.sk. She studied internation-
al relations at Charles University in Prague,
specialising in Russia and the post-Soviet space.
After graduating from university as a marketing
specialist, she created external communication
content for a company developing new technol-
ogy in the field of geothermal energy. She later
worked as an assistant to a member of the Slovak




parliament. Since 2018, she has worked as editor
for Energie-portal.sk, Odpady-portal.sk, and Vo-
da-portal.sk, which provide news, analysis and
commentaries targeted at industry represent-
atives, entrepreneurs, institutions and munici-
palities.

Miroslav Mravec

is Technical Director of the Veolia Energia Slo-
vakia group. He is senior manager at the Tech-
nical Directorate with responsibility for in-
vestment processes and investment activities,
acquisitions, digitization and the implementa-
tion of technical projects within the framework
of Veolia's global goals. Miroslav manages sev-
eral important group projects, such as projects
on greening the group and the strategies of se-
lected subsidiaries. He has worked for Veolia
Energia Slovensko group since 2014, where he
started out as renewal specialist for Petrzalka
and was gradually promoted to business partner
and then senior manager at C-bau, a subsidiary
company. He has worked in heating and energy
since 1998.

Katarina Nikodemova

is Director of Buildings for the Future. She spe-
cialises in public policy and advocacy and has
expertise at both the national and European lev-
el. After graduating with a degree in Political
Science and European Studies, she worked for the
European Commission and European Parliament
in Brussels, the Slovak parliament and several
reputable NGOs. She has knowledge and profes-
sional policy experience in energy efficiency,
sustainability and climate change. Buildings for
the Future is a platform of associations active
in the building sector. Its main mission is to ac-
tively shape public policy with the aim of pro-
moting high-quality building construction and
renovation, while paying particular attention
to energy efficiency, the quality of the indoor
environment and building regulations.

Rastislav Nukovié

has been President of the Slovak Gas and 0il
Association since September 2022. He started
his career in the gas industry in 1998 in the
Slovtransgas SPP division, where he worked as
an IT systems administrator and later became
the head of the assembly and technical support
department. From 2005 to 2008, he was head of
Centralised Maintenance and for the next four
years head of the strategic projects section.
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Since July 1, 2014, he has been CEO of EUSTREAM.
He is a long-term member of the executive com-
mittee of the Technical Association of the Eu-
ropean Gas Industry (Marcogaz). Rastislav stud-
ied at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and
Informatics of the Slovak Technical University
in Bratislava. Between 2000 and 2002, he com-
pleted his postgraduate studies, specialising in
the gas industry at the Faculty of Environmen-
tal Protection of the Technical University of Ap-
plied Sciences in Prague.

Veronika Oravcova

is a CEEC Executive Director and a research fel-
low at the Slovak Foreign Policy Association.
She also works as a research assistant at the De-
partment of Political Science at Comenius Uni-
versity in Bratislava. Her research interests are
centred on energy transition and energy securi-
ty in Central and Eastern Europe. She is co-edi-
tor of From Economic to Energy Transition: Three
Decades of Transitions in Central and Eastern
Europe (2021), several chapters on energy tran-
sition and papers on Slovak energy policy.

Jan Osicéka

is a researcher and lecturer in energy politics
at Masaryk University in the Czech Republic. His
academic background is in International Rela-
tions and International Political Economy. His
research expertise is on energy transitions, en-
ergy trade and the cross-border effects of na-
tional energy policies. He leads working groups
in the COST action Foreign Policy New Realities
and the Jean Monnet network Green Deal Net. He
has been involved in research projects on natu-
ral gas trade and infrastructure, local accept-
ance of energy infrastructure and energy tran-
sition in Europe.

Mark B.M. Ossel

is a board member of the OSGP Alliance and Sen-
ior Vice President of the NES Corporation. He fo-
cuses on the Energy Transition and the impact
on the Smart Grid and Smart City. Mark sits on
various standard committees in CEN/CELELEC, IEC,
ETSI and is a member of the European Commis-
sion Coordination Group Smart Energy Grids.
As part of the Networked Energy Services Cor-
poration (NES), he is globally responsible for
partnerships and strategic relations. He has
been Executive in AMR since 2001, when Echelon
started Enel (It), the world’'s largest AMR pro-




ject, and has been involved in most large scale
deployments in Europe. Mark is also a member
of Rotary International (Club President, PHF)
and a non-executive member of various boards.
He has a degree in marketing and economics, and
a background in international management in
ICT and Energy & Utility markets.

Sergii Pereloma

has been Head of the Storage System Operator
of Ukraine (Ukrtransgaz) since August 2020. In
2014-2021 Sergii Pereloma was First Vice Presi-
dent of the Naftogaz Group. Before that, he held
key positions in large Ukrainian financial and
industrial companies. He has many years of ex-
perience in building and implementing business
strategies, managing large enterprises and in-
vestment projects in the energy, mechanical en-
gineering, and bank sectors, and has an excellent
knowledge of the energy sector and gas markets.
He graduated from the Institute of International
Relations at Taras Shevchenko National Univer-
sity of Kyiv.

Michal Pintér

has been Director of Government, EU Affairs &
REACH at U.S. Steel Kosice (USSK) since January
2007. He represents USSK in the Slovak Nation-
al Union of Employers as Chair of the European
and Foreign Affairs Committee, as Vice President
of the American Chamber of Commerce in Slo-
vakia, in the Czech Steel Union as a member of
the Supervisory Board and in the European Steel
Association EUROFER. Michal is also coordinator
for delegates in the Employers Category of the
Consultative Commaission for Industrial Change
at the European Economic and Social Committee,
representing Eurofer and APEAL. Prior to join-
ing USSK, he was Senior Economic Specialist at
the United States Embassy in Bratislava for nine
years. He also has several years of experience in
financial news reporting.

Andras Reith

is Associate Professor at the University of Pécs,
| Pollack Mihaly Faculty of Engineering and Infor-
mation Technology, Hungary, and CEO of Advanced
Building and Urban Design. He has worked in sus-
tainable architectural planning and consultan-
cy for more than two decades. He was an expert
reviewer for the fifth UN IPCC (Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change) report, leading au-
thor of the Climatic and Energy Concept of the
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Budapest Urban Development Concept and former
President of the Hungary Green Building Council.
He was a visiting researcher at Harvard and has
been invited to speak at many universities. In
2019, he received the Dennis Gabor Award, the
highest national prize in the field of innova-
tion and research in engineering. Currently, his
research and work focus on sustainable and re-
generative urban design, especially the digital
twins of positive energy districts and energy
communities. He has studied in Hungary, Germany
and Spain. In 2005, he defended his PhD thesis and
received the highest honours.

Urban Rusnak

is Coordinator at the Slovak Ministry of For-
eign and European Affairs. In 2012-2021, he was
Secretary-General of the International Energy
Charter. Since 2019, he has provided support for
the negotiations on the Energy Charter Treaty
modernisation (concluded in 2022). In his ear-
lier career, he was Leader of Slovakia's Exter-
nal Energy Security Project (2009-2011), Slovak
Ambassador to Ukraine (2005-2009), Head of the
Political Analysis Division (2003-2005), Depu-
ty Head of the Embassy in Ankara (1994-1998)
and Desk Officer for Central Asia and Caucasus
(1993-1994). As First Executive Director of the
International Visegrad Fund, he founded its HOQ
in Bratislava (2000-2003). Urban was also Di-
rector of the Slovak Institute for International
Studies and Editor-In-Chief of the journal Inter-
national Issues (1999-2000). He graduated from
the Moscow Institute of 0il and Gas (1990) and
received his PhD from Ankara University (1998).
He also holds a Dr. H.c. from the Kyiv Slavonic
University (2009). Currently he is advising the
Brussels Diplomatic Academy at Vrije Universi-
teit Brussels on Energy Transition Diplomacy. He
is also an Honorary Research Fellow at the Uni-
versity of Dundee.

Peter Simko

is Founder and CEO of PowereX Energy. Peter is
an experienced energy professional who focus-
es on designing and developing solutions relat-
ing to energy infrastructure resilience, energy
decentralisation, artificial intelligence and
energy decarbonisation.




Ruslan Slobodian

has been Chairman of the State Inspection of En-
ergy Supervision in the city of Kyiv since Sep-
tember 2021. Between May 2011 and October
2015 he was deputy marketing director at JSC
Khmelnytskoblenergo and from October 2015 to
August 2016 he was Deputy CEO responsible for
management development and IT director. From
August 2016 to September 2017 he was IT direc-
tor at JSC Khmelnytskoblenergo and then, until
September 2021, technical director in the city
of Khmelnytskyi. He graduated from the State
Technical University in Vinnitsa in 2009 with
a master’'s degree in electrical engineering,
then he specialisedin economics at the Nation-
al University of Economics in Ternopil and in
2021 was awarded a master’s degree in business
administration (MBA) from the Khmelnytskyi
branch of Donetsk National University.

Michal Struk

works as a researcher at the Sustainability
and Circularity Institute and the Department
of Regional Economics and Administration at
Masaryk University in Brno. He is Head of the
Department of Finance and Accounting at Jan
Evangelista Purkyné University. His work is pri-
marily on the economics of municipal waste
management including environmental econom-
ics, public administration, public (municipal)
finance and public project evaluation (includ-
ing non-market effects). He is keen to further
explore ways of improving people’s behaviour
and habits regarding waste generation and sep-
aration, among other things, and the wider per-
formance of related public services.

Lubica Simkovicova

is an expert in sustainable concepts in the build-
ing industry, design of buildings and urban de-
velopment. A graduate of the STU Faculty of Civil
Engineering, she has worked in project manage-
ment and lectured and consulted on sustainable
research projects. She hasbeen CEO of the Passive
House Institute Slovakia for the past nine years.
She has also coordinated several EU projects
managed by the Chief City Architect’s Office,
City of Bratislava, dealing with a wide range of
issues related to climate change, housing stock
renovations and the creation of energy posi-
tive districts. Lubica launched Manifest2020, an
initiative set up to address the impact of the
building sector on the environment, climate and
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biodiversity in Slovakia. She helped Ukrainian
refugees by responding to Japanese architect
Shigeru Ban's call to use the Paper Partition
System invented by his team.

Daniel Urban

is Chairman of the Board of the Steel Union,
which brings together major Czech and Slovak
steelmakers. He is involved in a wide range of
issues from energy and climate policy to inter-
national trade on both the national and European '
levels. Previously, he worked as Public Affairs
Manager for ArcelorMittal Ostrava and has held
various positions in the energy sector, focusing
on regulation, market liberalisation and secu-
rity of supply. Daniel has a degree in Political
Science from Charles University in Prague.

Lenka Vanék

is Director of the Department of Innovation and
Decarbonisation at CEZ ESCO Group. The role of
the department is to identify trends, potential
and innovations, and incorporate them into the
company’s strategy. CEZ ESCO group is a strong
player in green energy. Lenka’s primary focus
is strategy, innovation and development.

Livia Vasakova

is Director General of the Recovery Plan Sec-
tion at the Office of the Government of the Slo-
vak Republic. Previously she was Head of the
Economic Analysis Section at the Representation |
of the European Commaission in Slovakia and at
the Directorate General for Energy in the Euro-
pean Commission in Brussels. In 2016, she was
the only woman to feature among the Euractiv
40 most influential people in the Slovak ener-
gy industry. Livia studied at the University of
Economics in Bratislava and at several universi-
ties abroad. She also has a postgraduate studies
diploma from the Europa-Kolleg in Hamburg and
a PhD from Comenius University in Bratislava.

Jan Weiterschiitz

has been the Chairman of the Slovak National Hy-
drogen Association since June 2021. He graduat-
ed from the Technical University of Vienna with
a degree in Renewable Energy Systems and has ex-
perience in project design, implementation and
management in the field of renewable energy

sources. He seeks to use his knowledge and expe- M

rience to actively contribute to building a na-
tional hydrogen ecosystem to mitigate climate




change, improve the state’s energy security and
stabilise energy prices. His aim is to help create
new business opportunities and jobs in the nas-
cent hydrogen sector of the economy. With the
support of international hydrogen agencies, he
transfers knowledge and experience to facili-
tate the construction and sustainable operation
of emerging hydrogen valleys. He helped draft
the National Hydrogen Strategy and is current-
ly working on the Action Plan as advisor to the
Minister of Economy for hydrogen issues as part
of Slovakia's transition to a carbon neutral so-
ciety. He cooperates with industry, municipali-
ties, the third sector, scientists and research-
ers to identify barriers to the introduction of
hydrogen technologies. He reviews strategic,
legislative and regulatory documents so that
his plans turn into reality and Slovakia becomes
a better place to live.
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Dora Csernus

is Senior Climate and Environmental Policy Ex-
pert at Equilibrium Institute. As an expert on
environmental issues, she has worked for the
Ministry of Environment and Water, the Office
of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Future
Generations and the Ministry of Public Adminis-
tration and Justice, representing the Hungarian
position in different EU, UN, and OECD fora. She
was also Director for International Policy De-
velopment at Klimapolitika Research and Con-
sultancy and an independent expert in climate
and environmental issues. Her main focus is cli-
mate policy and air-quality control.

Martin Jirusek

is Assistant Professor at Masaryk University,
Czech Republic, and Managing Editor of the Czech
Journal of Political Science. He also works as

a consultant and analyst. Martin has conducted §

several research projects in Central and Eastern
Europe, Russia, and the United States. He received
a Fulbright research scholarship and spent ten
months as a visiting researcher at George Wash-
ington University in Washington, DC (2021/2022).
He was also selected for the International Vis-
itors Leadership Program (2019), a prestigious
professional programme run by the United States
Department of State. He was also awarded the
James S. Denton Transatlantic Fellowship by
the Center for European Policy Analysis (2019).
Martin regularly publishes in prestigious scien-
tific outlets and publishing houses (e.g. Palgrave
Macmillan, Elsevier). Martin’s work focuses on
geopolitics, energy security, and the transatlan-
tic dimension of energy relations.

Alzbeta Gavalcova

is a junior research fellow at the Slovak Foreign
Policy Association. She studied at the Faculty
of International Relations at the University of
Economics in Bratislava and focuses on the ener-
gy transition. Currently, she is completing a de-
gree at Masaryk University in Brno. The topic of
her thesis is energy policy coherence. She also |
completed a traineeship at the European Com- !
mission.




Michal Hruby

is an analyst at EUROPEUM Institute for European
Policy. Michal has a master’s degree in Econom-
ics from Skoda Auto University and is currently
pursuing a master’'s in Mineral Raw Materials
at the VSB Technical University of Ostrava. His
research focuses on green economics, decarbon-
isation of heavy industries, and transport. He
regularly contributes to reputable Czech me-
dia outlets. As part of EUROPEUM's climate team,
Michal contributes to efforts to ground the pub-
lic debate in relevant facts and information and
to connect with and inform various stakehold-
ers about developments in EU legislation.

Uladzimir Rak

is Head of Energy Security and is working on en-
ergy reforms in Belarus. Previously Uladzimir
worked at the Joint Institute of Power and Nu-
clear Research and at the Institute of Power En-
gineering at the National Academy of Science.
He helped develop Belarus’s Energy Security con-
cept, energy system development forecasting
and National Determination. He was a techni-
cal expert for the Covenant of Mayors in Be-
larus. He graduated from the Belarusian State
Technological University.

Tatiana Mindekova

is Junior Researcher and Project Manager at
EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy. She fo-
cuses on a wide range of climate and decarbo-
nisation issues, including the Czech decarboni-
sation experience, green disinformation and EU
climate policies. She also has a keen interest in
geothermal energy. She studied International Re-
lations at Canterbury Christ Church University.
She holds a master'’s degree in Environment, Po-
litics & Society from University College London.

Wojciech Szymalski

has been working for the Institute for Sustain-
able Development in Warsaw since 2009. He is
involved in projects focusing on climate change
and adaptation to climate change. In 2010 he
was leader of a LIFE+ project called Good Cli-
mate for Counties (DOKLIP). In 2014 he led an-
other LIFE+ project, ADAPTCITY, where the main
aim was to prepare a City Adaptation Strategy
for Warsaw. Since 2019 he has collaborated on
international teams for a number of other ISD
Foundation projects, such as LIFE_UNIFY and LIFE_
Together_For_1.5. The projects focus on climate
policy in Europe.
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