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Il cheryl Cruz, Ambassador of Canada to the Slovak Republic

It is my honour and pleasure to write the foreword to the
latest edition of Canada and Slovakia: The First 30+ Years
as Canada's first resident Ambassador to the Slovak Re-
public. I am likewise proud to lead the new Embassy of Cana-
da in Slovakia, which was officially established nearly a year
ago, on Canada Day in 2023, during the 30" anniversary
of diplomatic relations between our two beautiful countries.

Aside from the status of Canada's mission in Slovakia, much
has changed since the initial publication of Canada and Slo-
vakia: The First 25 Years in late 2018. Tragically, Russia's il-
legal invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 has changed the
security landscape throughout Europe and beyond. Canada
will continue to stand with Ukraine throughout this bru-
tal and illegal war, and in the many years of rebuilding in
peace and prosperity to follow. Likewise, we continue to be
extremely grateful to Slovakia and its people for standing
by neighbouring Ukraine in providing almost every kind of
support conceivable—from housing thousands upon thou-
sands of Ukrainians, many of whom are women and chil-
dren; to military and humanitarian assistance; cooperation
in critical fields like energy and infrastructure; and sharing
of reform and transformational experiences on the path to
EU accession.

At such a critical moment for European and Transatlantic
security, we are more grateful than ever that Slovakia made
the important step of joining NATO, the most successful se-
curity alliance in history, and is celebrating the twentieth an-
niversary of its NATO accession this year. As Slovakia's friend,
partner and NATO Ally, we are deeply committed to promot-
ing security and stability in Slovakia and the region. We are
also extremely proud that Canada and Slovakia continue
to stand shoulder-to-shoulder to bolster NATO's deterrence
capabilities along our Alliance's eastern flank, as part of
NATQ's Forward Land Forces in Latvia.

Our two countries are also staunch supporters of open,
transparent, inclusive, and rules-based trade, which en-
courages innovation, growth and long-term prosperity for
our citizens. Slovakia clearly demonstrated its commitment
to open and rules-based trade when it ratified the Cana-
da-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) in September 2019. Since the provision-
al entry into force of CETA in 2017, two-way trade between
Canada and Slovakia has grown by 105% (as of 2023), and
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there is enormous potential for further growth, including in
green energy and green technologies. Additionally, Canada
stands ready to be a medium and long-term energy partner
for Slovakia, including in the nuclear energy sector, which
will continue to play a pivotal role in both our countries
now and in the future.

| would be remiss if | didn't mention the ever-growing peo-
ple-to-people ties and cultural linkages between Canada
and Slovakia, especially through our shared love of the
sport of hockey. Many Canadians first come to know Slova-
kia as one of a handful of elite hockey nations that Team
Canada meets regularly on the international stage, and as
a country that produces hockey legends who make their
mark in the NHL—Stastny, Hossa, Chara, Bondra, Gaborik,
Handzus, and so many others. And, today, the next gen-
eration of Slovak hockey players are making their name in
Canada, including the highest-drafted Slovak player in NHL
history, Juraj Slafkovsky, who was drafted first overall by
the Montreal Canadiens in 2022. We rejoiced when Cana-
dian hockey coach Craig Ramsay quietly and effectively
led Slovakia's Men's National Team to its first ever Olympic
medal in hockey, winning bronze at the 2022 Winter Olym-
pics. And | am proud, during my short time as ambassador,
to have been able to facilitate a new partnership between
Slovakia's Ice Hockey Federation and Hockey Canada on pro-
moting the sport of hockey for women and girls. We very
much hope to see Slovakia's women and girls playing hockey
at the highest levels on the world stage in the near future.

My enormous thanks to the indefatigable Pavol Demes$ and
to the Slovak Foreign Policy Association for their excellent
cooperation over the years on this important publication,
which has helped us to tell the world about the enduring
friendship and partnership between Canada and Slovakia.

CANADA AND SLOVAKIA: THE FIRST 30+ YEARS

Cheryl Cruzova, velvyslankyna Kanady v Slovenskej republike [}

Je mi ctou a poteSenim, Ze ako prva rezidentna velvyslan-
kyna Kanady v Slovenskej republike mdzem napisat predslov
k najnovSiemu vydaniu knihy Kanada a Slovensko: Prvych
30+ rokov. Rovnako som hrdé na to, Ze mdzem viest nové
velvyslanectvo Kanady na Slovensku, ktoré bolo oficidlne
zriadené priblizne pred rokom, na Der Kanady v roku 2023,
ked sme si pripomenuli 30. vyrocie nadviazania diplomatic-
kych vztahov medzi nagimi dvoma krasnymi krajinami.

0d prvého vydania publikdcie Kanada a Slovensko: Prvych
25 rokov koncom roka 2018 sa okrem Statltu kanadského
zastUpenia na Slovensku vela zmenilo. Nezékonné invazia
Ruska na Ukrajinu vo februéari 2022 tragicky zmenila bez-
pec¢nostné prostredie v celej Eurdpe i mimo nej. Kanada
bude aj nadalej stat na strane Ukrajiny pocas tejto brutalnej
a nezakonnej vojny, ako aj po¢as mnohych nasledujicich
rokov obnovy v mieri a prosperite. Rovnako sme nadalej nes-
mierne vdac¢ni Slovensku a jeho obyvatelom za to, Ze stoja
pri susednej Ukrajine a poskytuju jej takmer vsetky mozné
druhy podpory - od ubytovania tisicov Ukrajincov, z ktorych
mnohé su Zeny a deti, cez vojenskl a humanitarnu pomoc,
spolupracu v kritickych oblastiach, ako je energetika a in-
frastruktura, az po zdielanie reformnych a transformacnych
skusenosti na ceste do EU.

V takejto kritickej chvili pre eurépsku a transatlantickd bez-
pecnost sme viac ako kedykolvek predtym vdacni, Ze Sloven-
sko urobilo ddlezity krok a vstupilo do NATO, najuspesnejsej
bezpecnostnej aliancie v histdrii, a tento rok oslavuje dva-
dsiate vyrocie svojho vstupu do NATO. Ako priatel, partner
a spojenec Slovenska v NATO sme hlboko odhodlani podpo-
rovat bezpecnost a stabilitu na Slovensku a v regione. Sme
tieZ nesmierne hrdi na to, Ze Kanada a Slovensko nadalej
stoja bok po boku pri posilfovani kapacit odstrasenia NATO
na vychodnom kridle nasej Aliancie ako sucast predsunu-
tych pozemnych sil NATO v LotySsku.

Nase dve krajiny su tiez presved¢enymi zastancami otvo-
reného, transparentného, inkluzivneho a na pravidlach za-
lozeného obchodu, ktory podporuje inovacie, rast a dlhodobu
prosperitu nasich obcanov. Slovensko jasne preukazalo svoj
zavéazok k otvorenému obchodu zalozenému na pravidlach,
ked v septembri 2019 ratifikovalo Komplexni hospodéarsku
a obchodnd dohodu (CETA) medzi Kanadou a Eurdpskou
Uniou. Od zaciatku predbezného uplatriovania dohody CETA
v roku 2017 vzrastol do roku 2023 dvojstranny obchod medzi
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Kanadou a Slovenskom o 105 % a existuje obrovsky poten-
cial dalSieho rastu, a to aj v oblasti zelenej energie a zele-
nych technolégii. Okrem toho je Kanada pripravena byt
strednodobym a dlhodobym partnerom Slovenska v oblasti
energetiky vratane sektora jadrovej energetiky, ktory bude
nadalej zohravat kli¢ovu Ulohu v oboch nasich krajinach
v sUcasnosti aj v budlUcnosti.

Bola by som povrchnd, keby som nespomenula stéle sa roz-
vijajuce medziludské vazby a kultdrne prepojenia medzi Ka-
nadou a Slovenskom najma prostrednictvom nasej spoloc-
nej lasky k hokeju. Mnohi Kanadania spoznavaju Slovensko
spociatku ako jednu z hfstky elitnych hokejovych krajin,
s ktorymi sa kanadsky narodny tim pravidelne stretdva na
medzinarodnej scéne, a ako krajinu, ktoréd produkuje hoke-
jové legendy, ktoré sa presadili v NHL — Stastny, Hossa,
Chaéra, Bondra, Gaborik, Handzu$ a mnohi dalsi. A dnes sa
v Kanade presadzuje novéa generacia slovenskych hokejistov
vratane najvyssie draftovaného slovenského hraca v histé-
rii NHL Juraja Slafkovského, ktorého v roku 2022 draftoval
z prvého miesta Montreal Canadiens. Radovali sme sa, ked
kanadsky hokejovy tréner Craig Ramsay potichu a efek-
tivne doviedol muzsky slovensky narodny tim k historicky
prvej olympijskej medaile v hokeji, ked na zimnych olympij-
skych hrach 2022 ziskal bronz. A som hrdé na to, Ze som
pocas svojho kratkeho pdsobenia vo funkcii velvyslankyne
mohla sprostredkovat nové partnerstvo medzi Slovenskym
zvazom ladového hokeja a kanadskou hokejovou federaciou
Hockey Canada v oblasti podpory hokeja pre Zzeny a dievca-
ta. Velmi dufame, Ze v blizkej budlcnosti uvidime slovenské
Zeny a dievcata hrat hokej na najvyssej svetovej Grovni.

Moja obrovska vdaka patri netinavnému Pavlovi Demesovi
a Slovenskej spolo¢nosti pre zahrani¢nu politiku za ich dlI-
horo¢nu vynikajucu spolupracu na tejto dolezitej publikacii,
ktord ndm pomaha informovat svet o trvalom priatelstve
a partnerstve medzi Kanadou a Slovenskom.



Il Viera Grigova, Slovak Ambassador to Canada

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to write a few introduc-
tory lines to this updated publication by Pavol Demes$ on
Slovak-Canadian relations. | remember the creation of its
first edition, which was published in 2018 and mapped the
first 25 years of Slovak-Canadian relations. | would like to
thank Pavol for his tireless energy and great attention to
detail in the processing of similar publications, which are
an invaluable aid to all of us who deal with or are interested
in foreign relations.

| took up the post of Ambassador of the Slovak Republic in
Ottawa only recently—in August 2023. However, my less
than a year in office has been extremely intense and rich
in events. That is also why | am glad that this book docu-
menting what has happened, supplemented by a lot of new
factual data and photographs, is being published.

Last year we commemorated 30 years since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between the Slovak Republic
and Canada. This round anniversary, together with Consti-
tution Day and the 79th anniversary of the Slovak National
Uprising, were also the leitmotif of the first events that
we organized at the embassy after my arrival. This was
followed by the “Slovak Cultural Autumn in Canada"—a se-
ries of cultural and presentation activities that culminated
in the gala program of the Vranovéan ensemble in Ottawa.

However, the real highlight came at the end of January
2024 in the form of the state visit of the President of the
Slovak Republic Zuzana Caputova to Canada. For all of us
who prepared it, as well as for the partners and Slovak com-
patriots who were a part of it, the visit was truly a "gen-
erational” event and a lifetime experience. The previous
and only state visit of the Slovak head of state to Canada
took place in June 2002, when the then President Rudolf
Schuster visited the country of the maple leaf. You can
read more about all these events and see the rich photo
documentation, in the pages of this book.

The meeting between President Zuzana Caputova and Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau confirmed that Canada
is a valued, political and economic partner, friend and ally
for Slovakia. Canada, even though geographically distant,
can be considered the most "European” non-European coun-
try. We are united by the common values of democracy,
rule of law, human rights, and freedoms, as well as solidarity
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and help towards Ukraine suffering from the Russian ag-
gression. Our common interest is the preservation of the
rules based world order, as well as the transatlantic bond
and the strengthening of the alliance not only within the
framework of the North Atlantic Alliance (NATO), but also
in relations between the EU and Canada. There is consider-
able potential between Slovakia and Canada for the devel-
opment of trade and economic relations, created by the
Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) and the Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade Agreement between the EU
and Canada (CETA). All this was the subject of the visit of
the President of the Slovak Republic, who was accompa-
nied by a large group of innovative Slovak entrepreneurs
with a separate program, including a business forum in
Toronto, attended by more than 100 entrepreneurs from
Slovakia and Canada.

The most important element of our mutual relationship are
people, including ten thousand Canadian Slovaks, who, even
after many years spent overseas, still speak the Slovak lan-
guage and cherish the Slovak culture. According to the last
population census in 2021, 68,210 people claimed Slovak
origin in Canada, whilst another 33,135 people identified
their origin as "Czechoslovak". Unofficial estimates speak of
a higher number, which exceeds one hundred thousand peo-
ple. It is very emotional to experience the real "Slovak party
(zébava)" in Canada, where all generations dance togeth-
er—from grandmothers and great-grandmothers to grand-
daughters, or to participate in the Slovak mass in the middle
of a large Canadian city. In Canada, we have world-renowned
scientists and artists who were born in Slovakia and spread
the good name of both countries around the world.

For several years, the agreement on youth mobility has
been working well, allowing young people from both coun-
tries to work and study in the other country while getting
to know the world and another culture. Slovaks and Ca-
nadians alike are proud of our hockey players playing for
Canadian NHL clubs—recently especially Juraj Slafkovsky
in Montreal and Martin Pospisil in Calgary. All these sto-
ries create a rich mosaic of our mutual relationships and
strengthen our bonds. Therefore, in addition to political and
economic diplomacy, | consider building people-to-people re-
lations between Slovakia and Canada, as well as the expat-
riate community and their homeland in Slovakia, to be one
of my priorities.
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Je pre mia ctou a poteSenim napisat zopar Gvodnych riad-
kov k tejto aktualizovanej publikacii Pavla DemesSa o slo-
vensko-kanadskych vztahoch. Pamatém si aj na tvorbu jej
prvého vydania, ktoré vyslo v roku 2018 a zmapovalo prvych
25 rokov slovensko-kanadskych vztahov. Rada by som poda-
kovala Pavlovi za jeho netinavnu a ¢inorodu energiu a zmy-
sel pre detail pri spractvani podobnych publikacii, ktoré su
neocenitelnou pomdckou pre vSetkych nas, ktori sa zaobe-
rame zahraniénymi vztahmi alebo sa zaujimame o ne.

Na miesto velvyslankyne Slovenskej republiky v Ottawe
som nastupila len nedavno - v auguste 2023. M6j necely
rok vo funkcii véak bol mimoriadne intenzivny a bohaty na
udalosti. Aj preto som rada, Ze vychadza tato kniha doku-
mentujlca, ¢o sa udialo, doplnena o mnozstvo novych fak-
tografickych Udajov a fotografii.

Minuly rok sme si pripomenuli 30 rokov od nadviazania dip-
lomatickych stykov medzi Slovenskou republikou a Kana-
dou. Toto okrthle vyrodie spolu s Diiom Ustavy a 79. vy-
ro¢im Slovenského narodného povstania boli aj leitmotivom
prvych podujati, ktoré sme na velvyslanectve usporiadali
po mojom prichode. Nasledovala Slovenskd kultdrna jeseri
v Kanade — séria kultirnych a prezenta¢nych aktivit, kto-
ré vyvrcholila galaprogramom suboru Vranovean v Ottawe.

Skutoény vrchol v8ak priSiel na konci januara 2024 v po-
dobe Statnej navstevy prezidentky Slovenskej republiky
Zuzany Caputovej v Kanade. Navsteva bola pre v&etkych
nas, ktori sme ju pripravovali, ako aj pre partnerov a sloven-
skych krajanov, ktori boli jej stc¢astou, skuto¢ne ,generac-
nou" udalostou a zazitkom na cely Zivot. Predchadzajlca
a jedind statna navsteva slovenskej hlavy statu v Kanade
sa konala v juni 2002, ked krajinu javorového listu navstivil
vtedajsi prezident Rudolf Schuster. O véetkych tychto pod-
ujatiach, doplnenych o bohatt fotodokumentéciu, si mézete
podrobnej$ie precitat na strankach tejto knihy.

Rokovania prezidentky Zuzany Caputovej s kanadskym pre-
miérom Justinom Trudeauom potvrdili, Ze Kanada je pre Slo-
vensko hodnotovym, politickym a ekonomickym partnerom,
priatelom a spojencom. Aj ked je geograficky vzdialend,
mozno ju vnimat ako ,najeurdpskejsiu” neeurdpsku krajinu.
Spajaju nas spoloéné hodnoty demokracie, pravneho $ta-
tu, ludskych prav a slobdd ¢&i solidarita a pomoc vodéi ruskou
agresiou suzovanej Ukrajine. Nasim spoloc¢nym zdujmom je

KANADA A SLOVENSKO: PRVYCH 30+ ROKOV

Viera Grigova, velvyslankyfa Slovenskej republiky v Kanade [}

zachovanie svetového poriadku zaloZzeného na dodrziavani
dohodnutych pravidiel, ako aj transatlantickej vazby a po-
silnenie spojenectva nielen v rdmci Severoatlantickej alian-
cie, ale aj vo vztahoch medzi EU a Kanadou. Nase krajiny
maju znaény potencidl na rozvoj nielen obchodno-ekono-
mickych vztahov, vytvoreny Dohodou o strategickom part-
nerstve (SPA) medzi EU a Kanadou a Komplexnou hospo-
dérskou a obchodnou dohodou (CETA) medzi Kanadou a EU.
Vsetko toto bolo predmetom navstevy prezidentky SR, kto-
rd sprevadzala aj velké skupina slovenskych inovativnych
podnikatelov so samostatnym programom vratane biznis
fora v Toronte, na ktorom sa zUcastnilo viac ako 100 pod-
nikatelov zo Slovenska a Kanady.

Najdélezitej$im prvkom nasich vzajomnych vztahov s Ka-
nadou su konkrétni ludia vratane desattisicov kanadskych
Slovékov, ktori sa aj po mnohych rokoch strdvenych za oce-
anom stéle hlasia k slovenskému jazyku a kulttre. Podla po-
sledného scitania obyvatelstva z roku 2021 sa k slovenské-
mu pdvodu v Kanade prihlasilo 68 210 os6b, dalSich 33135
[udi oznacilo svoj pévod ako ,¢eskoslovensky"”. Neoficialne
odhady hovoria o vy§$om pocte, ktory presahuje stotisic
os6b. Je to silny pocit zazit pravi ,slovenskd zadbavu" v Ka-
nade, na ktorej spolu tancuju vSetky generacie — od babiciek
a prababiciek po vnucky, ¢i ztc¢astnit sa na bohosluzbach
v slovenskom jazyku uprostred kanadského velkomesta.
V Kanade mame svetovo uzndvanych vedcov aj umelcov,
ktori sa narodili na Slovensku a Siria dobré meno oboch kra-
jin vo svete.

Uz viacero rokov dobre funguje dohoda o mobilite mladych,
ktora umoziiuje mladym ludom z oboch krajin pracovat a $tu-
dovat v druhej krajine a pritom spoznavat svet a ind kultu-
ru. Velkd radost Slovékom aj Kanadanom robia nasi hokejisti
hrajuci v kanadskych kluboch NHL — v poslednej dobe naj-
ma Juraj Slafkovsky v Montreale a Martin Pospisil v Calga-
ry. VSetky tieto pribehy vytvaraju bohatd mozaiku nasich
vzéjomnych vztahov a zosilfujd nade puta. Preto za jednu
zo svojich priorit popri politickej a ekonomickej diplomacii
povazujem prave budovanie medziludskych prepojeni medzi
ob¢anmi Slovenska a Kanady, ako aj medzi komunitou kraja-
nov a ich domovinou na Slovensku.



Il The Velvet Revolution and the Opening

of the Gates for Cooperation

Quick Reaction of the Canadian Government

The Canadian government’s cooperation with Czecho-Slovakia started imme-
diately after the fall of Communism in 1989 and continued after the division
of the federation in 1993 with both of the new republics. It was part of a wider
project—The Task Force on Central and Eastern Europe, which started after
the fall of the Berlin Wall and the ending of the bipolar division of the world.
At first, the program was managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade, and from 1995 by the Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency, CIDA.

The assistance efforts of the Canadian government focused on three areas:
the promotion of democratic development and good governance, support for
the transition to a market-based economy, and increasing Canadian trade and
investment with Slovakia. The program was coordinated by the Canadian Em-
bassy in Prague, which in 1994 opened an office in Bratislava. It was carried
out in cooperation with other foreign donors operating in Slovakia: USAID,
the British Know-How Fund, the Dutch MATRA program, the Delegation of the
European Commission in Slovakia, the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), UNDP and
UNIFEM.

The Canadian aid program in Slovakia was flexible, unbureaucratic, based on
partnerships, and considered the needs and requests of local actors. Both state
and non-state organizations, as well as individuals, benefited from the pro-
gram during this time of social transformation and the integration of Slovakia
into Western organizations. Canadian assistance in particular focused on the
modernization of state administration, the development of civil society, the

protection of human and minority rights, health, education and agriculture.

Canadian development specialists worked closely with Slovak partners. In the
areas of state and public institutions, these were the Ministry of the Interior,
the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of
Labour, Social Affairs and Family, the Office of the Government of the Slovak
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Nezna revollcia a otvorenie brany IR

pre spolupracu

Rychla reakcia kanadskej vlady

Kanadsky vladny program spoluprace s Ceskoslovenskom sa za¢al bezprostred-
ne po politickych zmenach v roku 1990 a pokracoval po rozdeleni federacie
v roku 1993 s oboma republikami. Bol siéastou nového $irsieho projektu Task
Force on Central and Eastern Europe (Pracovna skupina pre strednu a vychod-
nu Eurdpu), ktory sa nastartoval po pade Berlinskeho mura a ukonéeni bipo-
larneho rozdelenia sveta. Spoé¢iatku bol program manaZovany ministerstvom
zahrani¢nych veci a medzinarodného obchodu (Department of Foreign Af-
faires and International Trade) a od roku 1995 Kanadskou agentdrou pre
medzinarodny rozvoj (Canadian International Development Agency - CIDA).

Asistenéné usilie kanadskej vlady sa sustredilo na tri oblasti: ustanovenie
a rozvoj demokracie, rozvoj trhovej ekonomiky a nadviazanie ekonomickych
a finanénych vézieb s Kanadou. Program bol koordinovany kanadskou am-
basadou so sidlom v Prahe, ktora si od roku 1994 otvorila svoju kancelariu
v Bratislave. Kanada sa opierala o si¢innost s dal§imi medzinarodnymi donor-
skymi organiziciami, ktoré posobili na Slovensku: Agenttra Spojenych sta-
tov americkych pre medzinarodny rozvoj (USAID), britsky Know-How Fund,
holandsky program MATRA, Delegacia Eurépskej komisie na Slovensku, Me-
dzinarodny menovy fond (IMF), Eur6pska banka pre rekonstrukciu a rozvoj
(EBRD), UNDP a UNIFEM.

Kanadsky program na Slovensku bol flexibilny, nebyrokraticky a zaloZzeny na
partnerstve a poziadavkach lokalnych aktérov. Z programov profitovali §tatne
i nestatne subjekty, ako aj jednotlivci v ¢ase naro¢nej socidlnej transformacie
a integracie krajiny do zapadnych $truktar. Kanadskd asistencia sa sustredila
predovsetkym na modernizaciu $tatnej spravy, rozvoj ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti,
ochranu ludskych prav, zdravotnictvo, vzdelavanie a polnohospodarstvo.

Kanadski rozvojovi $pecialisti tizko spolupracovali so slovenskymi partnermi.
Zo Statnych a verejnych institucii to boli hlavne: ministerstvo vnuatra, minis-
terstvo spravodlivosti, ministerstvo pédohospodarstva, ministerstvo zivotného
prostredia, ministerstvo kolstva, ministerstvo zdravotnictva, ministerstvo
préce, socialnych veci a rodiny, Urad vlady SR, Prezidium Policajného zboru,
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- Republic, the Presidium of the Police Force, the Union of Towns and Munici-

palities of Slovakia, the Union of Towns and Villages, and the Slovak power
utility [Slovenské elektrarne]. Among non-governmental organizations there
were: Partners for Democratic Change, The Slovak Academic Information
Agency (SAIA), Integra, Alliance of Women of Slovakia, The Centre for Eco-
nomic Development of the Slovak Republic and Transparency International
Slovakia.

CIDA relied on the help of many Canadian specialists. These included George
Fodor (Health), Dusan Berka (Energy), Tibor Frank (State Administration)
and Erik Bauer (Police Reform).

Between 1990 and 2002, Canada supported 151 projects in various parts of
Slovakia for an overall amount of CAD 16 million. The Canadian assistance
program contributed to Slovakia joining NATO and the EU in 2004, at which
time it came to an end. A detailed overview of the supported projects and
an assessment of their effectiveness are contained in two publications from
2004 prepared by CIDA—Canada and the Slovak Republic: Partners in Tran-
sition and Panorama 2001-2003: Canadian Cooperation Program with the Slo-
vak Republic.

Canadian Slovaks Fly to Slovakia

The fall of Communism and the removal of the Iron Curtain were a turning
point for the expatriate community (an estimated 70,000-120,000 persons
as of 2018). Slovak-Canadians enthusiastically welcomed freedom for and the
possibility of open communication with their homeland. In addition, the
end of the communist regime allowed a new wave of Slovak immigration to

Canada.

Directly following the democratic watershed in Czecho-Slovakia at the end
of 1989, Slovak-Canadians began to intensively consider how to strengthen
contacts with the homeland and to help Slovakia to accelerate its political
and economic development after four decades of communist dictatorship and

self-imposed isolation.
In Canada, strong Slovak diaspora organizations not only worked to maintain

national traditions and community life, but also to promote their visions

for the future of Slovakia. For the most part, this was an independent and
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ZdruZenie miest a obci Slovenska, Unia miest a obci a Slovenské elektrarne. -

Spomedzi mimovladnych organizacii §lo najmi o: Partners for Democratic
Change, SAIA, Integra, Aliancia Zien Slovenska, Centrum pre hospodarsky
rozvoj SR a Transparency International Slovakia.

CIDA sa vo svojej praci opierala o mnohych kanadskych $pecialistov. Patrili
medzi nich George Fodor (zdravotnictvo), Dusan Berka (energetika), Tibor
Frank (§tatna sprava) a Erik Bauer (reforma policie).

V rokoch 1990 aZ 2002 Kanada podporila v roznych ¢astiach Slovenska 151 pro-
jektov v celkovej sume 16 miliénov kanadskych dolarov. Kanadsky program
vyznamne prispel k vstupu Slovenska do NATO a EU v roku 2004, ked sa ukon-
¢il. Podrobny prehlad podporenych projektov a postidenie ich efektivnosti
zachytavaju dve publikacie pripravené agenturou CIDA - Canada and the Slo-
vak Republic: Partners in Transition a Panorama 2001 - 2003: Canadian Coope-
ration Program with the Slovak Republic.

Kanadski Slovaci prilietaja na Slovensko

Pad komunizmu a odstranenie Zeleznej opony boli pre po¢etnt krajansku
komunitu (podla odhadov méze mat 75- az 120-tisic ¢lenov) zlomovou uda-
lostou. Kanadski Slovaci s nad$enim privitali slobodu a moZnost otvorenej
komunikécie s vlastou ich pévodu. Navy$e pad komunizmu umoznil nova
emigraciu Slovakov do Kanady.

Bezprostredne po demokratickom zlome v Ceskoslovensku koncom roka 1989
zacali krajania intenzivne premyslat, ako nadviazat kontakty s domovinou
a pomoct s politickym a ekonomickym rozvojom po $tyroch dekadach izolacie.

V Kanade posobili silné slovenské krajanské organizacie, z ktorych viaceré
mali okrem udrziavania narodnych tradicii a spolkového Zivota aj politické
ambicie s vyprofilovanou predstavou o budtcnosti Slovenska. T4 sa vd¢§inovo
spajala s nezavislou demokratickou $tatnostou, ku ktorej by Slovaci mali do-
spiet na zdklade sebaurcovacieho prava. Takto premyslali krajania vo vplyv-
nej Kanadskej slovenskej lige (zaloZenej v roku 1932), ale aj vo Svetovom kon-
grese Slovakov, ustanovenom v roku 1970 v New Yorku a oficidlne zalozenom
o rok neskér v Toronte. V tomto kanadskom meste mal hlavny stan a viedol
ho vyznamny velkopodnikatel Stefan Roman, rodék z vychodného Slovenska,
az do svojej nahlej smrti v roku 1988.
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- democratic Slovakia. This was the thinking in the influential Canadian Slo-

vak League (founded in 1932), but also in the Slovak World Congress (SWC)
established in 1970 in New York and officially founded a year later in Toronto.
It was headquartered in this Canadian city and led by the very successful
mining entrepreneur Stephen (Stefan) Roman, a native of eastern Slovakia

who immigrated to Canada in 1937, until his untimely death in 1988.

The Secretary General of the Slovak World Congress (SWC), the Lutheran Pas-
tor and cultural worker Dusan Téth (who fled after the Wasaw Pact Invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968) paid a visit from Canada to Slovakia during the revolu-

tion and on 9 December 1989 addressed a mass demonstration in Bratislava.

At the beginning of February 1990, Speaker of the Slovak National Council
Rudolf Schuster (later President of Slovakia 1999-2004) met with a delegation
of the Canadian Slovak League, led by its President, Stefan Kovaci¢. This was
the first delegation of foreign Slovaks to be received at the invitation of the
leadership of the Slovak Parliament. Mr. Schuster and Slovak Prime Minis-
ter Milan Ci¢ then also received a delegation of the SWG, led by Dusan Téth.
The latter then transmitted to the highest state representatives an invitation
to the General Assembly of the SWC in Toronto in May 1990.

After the democratic changes, the hockey legends—the brothers Marian Stast-
ny (as Vice President of the SWC he was the author of the idea of the Candle
Demonstration for religious freedom and human rights in Bratislava in 1988)
and Peter Stastny (who had fled communist Czechoslovakia for Canada in
1980 to play in the NHL) travelled to Bratislava. From the beginning, they
were politically involved. Maridan was president of the SWC from 1991 to 1993,
and advocated for the independence of Slovakia. Peter Stastny was later elect-
ed as a member of the European Parliament from 2004-2014 for the Slovak
Democratic and Christian Union —Democratic Party [SDKU], where he played
a key role in supporting the negotiation of the Canada-EU Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement. The Hockey Hall of Famer is currently the
honorary Chair of the Canadian Council of AmCham Slovakia, a group inter-

ested in strengthening trade and investment with Canada.

Representatives of the Slovak-Canadian diaspora community gradually made

many contacts with Slovak political, social, and religious circles.
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Generalny tajomnik Svetového
kongresu Slovakov Dusan Téth
z Toronta vystupil pocas revolu¢-
nych dni 9. decembra 1989
na Namesti SNP v Bratislave.
Foto: archiv TASR

>
Secretary General of the Slovak
World Congress Dusan Téth from
Toronto addressed a crowd at the
Slovak National Uprising Square
in Bratislava during the Velvet
Revolution on 9 December 1989.
Photo: archive of TASR

Predseda SNR Rudolf Schuster
prijal 12. februara 1990 delegaciu
Kanadskej slovenskej ligy, ktort
viedol jej predseda Stefan
Kovaci¢. Zlava Maria Klasova
sa zdravi s R. Schusterom.
Druhy zlava S. Kovacic.
Foto: Peter Brenkus — CSTK

>
Speaker of the Slovak Parliament
Rudolf Schuster received a delega-
tion of the Canadian Slovak League
led by its President Stefan Kovacic,
12 February 1990. From left, Maria
Klas shakes hands with R. Schuster.
Second the left is . Kovadic.
Photo: Peter Brenkus — CSTK

Generalny tajomnik Svetového kongresu Slovakov (SKS), evanjelicky knaz -

a kulturny pracovnik Dusan T6th (emigroval v roku 1968) zavital z Kanady na
Slovensko este pocas revolu¢nych dni a vystupil 9. decembra 1989 na tribtne
v Bratislave.

Uz zatiatkom februara 1990 prijal predseda Slovenskej narodnej rady Rudolf
Schuster delegaciu Kanadskej slovenskej ligy, ktoru viedol jej predseda Stefan
Kovacic. I8lo vobec o prvu delegaciu zahrani¢nych Slovakov, ktora bola prija-
td na pozvanie vedenia slovenského parlamentu. Rudolf Schuster a predseda
vlady SR Milan Ci¢ nasledne prijali i delegdciu SKS, ktoru viedol Dusan Téth.
Ten zaroven tlmo¢il na$im najvy$$im predstavitelom pozvanie na majové gene-
ralne zhromazdenie SKS v Toronte.

Do Bratislavy pricestovali po demokratiza¢nych zmendch i hokejové legendy -
bratia Marian Stastny (ako podpredseda SKS bol autorom myslienky Svie¢ko-
vej manifestacie za nabozensku slobodu a ludské prava v roku 1988) a Peter
Stastny, ktor{f emigrovali pred takmer desiatimi rokmi rokmi do Kanady (Pe-
ter a Anton v roku 1980 a Maridn o rok neskor). Od zaciatku sa angazovali

i politicky.

® Predseda Kanadskej slovenskej ligy
Stefan Kovaci¢ (vlavo) pocas prijatia
u predsedu vlady SR Milana Cica
(vpravo) 12. februéara 1990.
Foto: Peter Brenkus — CSTK

A
® President of the Canadian Slovak League
Stefan Kovacic (left) during his meeting
with the Prime Minister of Slovakia
Milan Ci¢ {right) on 12 February 1990.
Photo: Peter Brenkus — CSTK
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I John Hasek and Volunteers from Education for Democracy

Among the first Canadians who visited after the fall of the Iron Curtain was
the post-war emigrant John Hasek, who was born in 1938 in Prague and died
in 1994. This former Canadian Armed Forces officer and later freelance jour-
nalist came to Prague from Toronto in December of 1989 with the idea of
helping to teach English, then greatly in demand, which was the basis for the
re-establishment of communications with the West. His idea—to recruit and
send from Canada volunteer teachers to Czecho-Slovakia who would teach
English conversation at schools and various other institutions—was presented
to the representatives of student organizations and the Ministries of Educa-
tion of the Czech and Slovak Republics. His idea was accepted, and Hasek
on 5 January 1990 in Toronto founded the voluntary organization Education
for Democracy (EFD). The then-Ambassador of the Czechoslovak Socialist Re-
public in Canada, JAn Janovic, in a letter to John Hasek of 3 January 1990,
expressed his appreciation and support.

The EFD program inspired the creation of independent organizations in the
United States of America and the United Kingdom. Enthusiastic volunteer lec-
turers came from Canada beginning in February of 1990, and from the U.S.A.
in March (thanks to Ann Gardner from Mobile, Alabama, who started and
managed the U.S. program). In Slovakia, the EFD was coordinated by the
Department of International Cooperation at the Ministry of Education of
the Slovak Republic, under Director Pavol Demes, later by SAIA, which be-
came independent from it. This challenging project was managed by Katarina
Kostalova. By the mid-nineties, hundreds of volunteer lecturers had come to
Slovakia and to the Czech Republic, paying their own travel expenses, with
the host organization responsible for their lodging and local expenses. John
Hasek and his activities were formally recognized at the end of 1990 by the
new ambassador of the CSFR (Czech and Slovak Federative Republic) in Cana-
da, Rudolf Schuster.

The EFD program lasted roughly for five years and within its framework al-
most 1500 lecturers (mostly from the U.S.A.) came to teach English in Slovakia
and the Czech Republic. Among those who came to Slovakia in 1992 was Tom
Nicholson (he was initially placed in the Hotel School in Piestany), who lat-
er became a well-known investigative journalist in Slovakia. He returned to
Canada at the beginning of 2018.

After 1991, Hasek handed over coordination of the EFD to other colleagues and
again dedicated himself to journalism. As a reporter, covering the conflict
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Maridn sa stal v roku 1991 predsedom SKS (v tejto funkcii bol do roku 1993) -

a zasadzoval sa za emancipaciu Slovenska. Peter Stastny sa stal v rokoch
2004 - 2014 poslancom v Eurépskom parlamente za SDKU a zohral ddlezitt
tlohu pri podpore rokovani o Komplexnej hospodarskej a obchodnej dohode
(CETA) medzi Kanadou a EU. Tento zndmy ¢len Hokejovej siene slavy je v st-
¢asnosti ¢estnym predsedom kanadského vyboru v AmCham, ktory podporuje
obchod a investicie v Kanade.

Predstavitelia kanadskych krajanov postupne nadviazali mnozstvo vztahov
so slovenskymi politickymi, spolo¢enskymi a cirkevnymi kruhmi.

John Hasek a dobrovolnici Education for Democracy

Medzi prvymi Kanadanmi, ktor{ zavitali po pade Zeleznej opony do Ceskoslo-
venska, bol aj povojnovy emigrant John Hasek, ktory sa narodil v roku 1938
v Prahe. Tento byvaly kanadsky déstojnik a neskér novinar v slobodnom
povolani prisiel z Toronta do Prahy v decembri 1989 s myslienkou poméct
s mimoriadne Ziadanou vyu¢bou angli¢tiny, ktora bola predpokladom pre
nadviazanie prerusenej komunikacie so Zapadom. Svoju predstavu ziskat
a vyslat z Kanady do Ceskoslovenska dobrovolnych lektorov angli¢tiny, ktor{
by vyucovali anglickd konverzaciu na $kolach a réznych institaciach, pre-
dostrel zastupcom $tudentskych organizacii a ministerstiev $kolstva Ceskej
a Slovenskej republiky. Jeho myslienka sa ujala a John Hasek zalozil 5. janua-
ra 1990 v Toronte dobrovolnicku organizaciu Education for Democracy (EFD).
Vtedajsi velvyslanec Ceskoslovenskej socialistickej republiky v Kanade Jan
Janovic vyslovil v liste z 3. januara 1990 Johnovi Hasekovi uznanie a podporu.

Program EFD in$piroval vznik samostatnych organizacii v USA a Velkej Bri-
tanii. Uz vo februari 1990 a z USA v marci (vdaka Ann Gardnerovej z Alaba-
my, ktord program v USA zacala a cely ¢as manazovala) zacali prichadzat
entuziasticki dobrovolni lektori angli¢tiny. Na Slovensku EFD koordinoval
Odbor medzinarodnej spoluprice Ministerstva skolstva SR (riaditel Pavol De-
mes$), neskor Slovenska akademickd informa¢na agentura (SAIA), ktora sa od
neho oddelila. Organiza¢ne naro¢ny projekt manazovala Katarina Kostalova.
V priebehu roka 1990 prisli na Slovensko a do Ceskej republiky stovky dob-
rovolnych lektorov, ktori si zaplatili cestovné a hostitelska organizacia bola
zodpovedna za ich ubytovanie a bezné naklady. Johna Haseka a jeho akti-
vity forméalne ocenil koncom roka 1990 aj novy velvyslanec CSFR v Kanade
Rudolf Schuster.
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- of the disintegration of Yugoslavia, he was severely wounded in Sibenik in

Croatia, and after being medically evacuated to Prague —his birthplace —on
1 January 1994 he died of his injuries.

With Havel in the Clouds

This is how the Bratislava student leader Svetoslav Bombik referred to his
report of the historic trip of Czech and Slovak personalities of political and
social life to Canada (18-19 February 1990) and the U.S.A. The report was pub-
lished in the magazine Zivot, illustrated with photographs by his colleague
from Comenius University, Boris Stre¢ansky, who, as the representative of
the Union of University Students of Slovakia, accompanied the delegation led
by newly-elected President of Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel and Federal Prime
Minister Marian Calfa. In addition to Mr. Bombik and Mr. Stre¢ansky, from
Slovakia the official delegation included Milan Knazko —counselor to the
president, and Jan Budaj—chairman of the VPN (Public Against Violence)
movement, which played a leading role in the Velvet Revolution in Slovakia,

e \VystGpenie prezidenta

Vaclava Havla na
Torontskej univerzite
19. februara 1990. Foto:
archiv Svetoslava Bombika
"4
President Vdclav Havel
adressing the audience at
the University of Torronto
on 19 February 1990.
Photo: archive of Svetoslav
Bombik
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WISIT TO CANADA

OF
HIS EXCELLENCY

VACLAY HAVEL
PRESIDENT

OF THE

CIECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

AND

MRS, HAVEL

FEBRUARY 1990

e Titulna strana brozdrky

s programom prezidenta
Vaclava Havla a jeho
delegécie v Kanade.

4\
Title page of the programe
brochure of President
Vdclav Havel and his
delegation during their
visit to Canada.

Program EFD trval zhruba pét rokov a v ramci neho prislo na Slovensko a do -

Ceskej republiky uéit angli¢tinu takmer 1500 lektorov (vd&sina bola z USA).
Zaujimavostou je, Ze medzi kanadskymi EFD dobrovolnikmi pri$iel na Slo-
vensko v roku 1992 Tom Nicholson (bol umiestneny do hotelovej skoly v Pies-
tanoch), ktory sa neskér stal nasim znamym investigativinym novinarom. Do
Kanady sa vratil az za¢iatkom roka 2018.

John Hasek odovzdal po roku 1991 koordinaciu programu inym kolegom
a venoval sa opit zurnalistickej praci. Ako reportér pokryvajuci konfliktny
rozpad Juhoslévie sa v Chorvétsku pri Sibeniku tragicky zranil a po prevoze
do Prahy - svojho rodiska - 1. januara 1994 zomrel.

S Havlom v oblakoch

Takto nazval svoju reportaz z historickej cesty ¢eskych a slovenskych osob-
nosti politického a spolo¢enského Zivota do Kanady (18. - 19. februara 1990)
a USA bratislavsky studentsky lider Svetoslav Bombik. Reportaz publikovanu
v ¢asopise Zivot ilustroval fotografiami kolegu z Univerzity Komenského v Bra-
tislave (UK) Borisa Strec¢anského, ktory bol v sprievode oficidlnej delegacie no-
vozvoleného prezidenta Vaclava Havla ako reprezentant Vysokoskolskej tinie
Slovenska. Okrem neho boli zo Slovenska v oficidlnej delegacii Milan Knaz-
ko - poradca prezidenta, a Jan Budaj - predseda VPN, a v sprievodnej delegacii
Miroslav Kusy - rektor UK, Norbert Fristacky - rektor Slovenskej vysokej $koly
technickej v Bratislave, a Viliam Gruska - predseda Vyboru Matice slovenske;j.

Delegacia navstivila Ottawu a Toronto a stretla sa so slovenskymi a ¢esky-
mi krajanmi a s politickymi $pi¢kami kanadskej a ontarijskej vlady. V Ottawe
prezidenta privital generalny guvernér Ray Hnatyshyn. Byvaly disident a po-
liticky vizen, ktory sa prave stal prezidentom slobodnej krajiny, predniesol
v preplnenej konferen¢nej sale Torontskej univerzity (asi 1500 ITudom) emo-
tivny prejav. Predslovy predniesli Milog§ Suchma - prezident Ceskoslovenské-
ho zdruzenia v Kanade, Dusan Téth - generalny tajomnik Svetového kongre-
su Slovakov, a prazsky rodak Otto Jelinek - kanadsky minister financii. Po
prejave si prezident Havel prevzal ¢estny doktorat York University, ktory mu
bol v nepritomnosti udeleny uz v roku 1982.

Svetovy kongres Slovakov udelil prezidentovi Havlovi Narodna cenu. Udialo

sa to na symbolickom mieste - v impresivnej gréckokatolickej Katedrale pre-
menenia Pana v Markhame nedaleko Toronta. Tu dal postavit podla vzoru
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- and the accompanying delegation included Miroslav Kusy—rector of Come-

nius University, Norbert Fristacky—rector of the Slovak Technical University,
and Viliam Gruska—Chairman of the Board of the Matica slovenska, (Slova-

kia’s scientific and cultural institution).

The delegation visited Ottawa and Toronto, where they met with members
of the Canadian Slovak and Czech diaspora communities and with politi-
cal leaders of the Canadian and provincial Ontario governments. In Ottawa,
President Havel was greeted by Governor General Ray Hnatyshyn. Havel, the
former dissident and political prisoner, who had just become president of
a free country, gave an emotional speech to more than 1500 people who over-
flowed Convocation Hall of the University of Toronto on 19 February. Remarks
were also made by Milo§ Suchma—president of the Czechoslovak Association
in Canada, Dusan Toth —Secretary General of the Slovak World Congress, and
the Prague native Otto Jelinek—the Canadian Minister of National Revenue.
After his speech, President Havel was presented with an Honorary Doctorate

from York University that had been awarded to him in absentia in 1982.

e Helen Romanova (vlavo),
dcéra Stefana Romana,
a reverend Dusan Téth
(vpravo) vitaju 19. februara
1990 prezidenta Vaclava
Havla v Katedrale premenenia
Pana v Markhame nedaleko
Toronta. Foto: archiv Helen
Romanovej

v

® Helen Roman (left),
daughter of Stefan Roman,
and Reverend Dusan Téth
(right) greeting President
Vdclav Havel in front of the
Cathedral of Transfiguration,
Markham, near Toronto,
19 February 1990. Photo:
archive of H. Roman
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Vystlpenie predsedu Verejnosti
proti nasiliu Jana Budaja
na Torontskej univerzite
19. februara 1990. Stojaci
vedla neho Jan Langos, Viliam
Gruska a Frantisek Miklosko.
Foto: archiv Jana Budaja

»
Chairman of the Public Against
Violance Movement Jdn Budaj
adressing the audience at
the University of Toronto on
19 February 1990. Standing to
the left of him are three Slovak
leaders— Jan Langos, Viliam
Gruska and FrantiSek Miklosko.
Photo: archive of Jan Budaj

chrdmu vo svojom rodisku Velkom Ruskove zakladatel Svetového kongresu

Slovakov, podnikatel Stefan Roman. Katedralu v roku 1984 osobne vysviitil
papez Jan Pavol I1. Slavnost organizovali dcéra Stefana Romana Helen Roma-
nova a reverend Dusan Téth.

Cesta slovenskych politikov do Kanady

Zaciatkom maja 1990 odletela na pracovnu navstevu Kanady a USA delega-
cia Slovenskej narodnej rady (vedena predsedom Rudolfom Schusterom)
a vlady Slovenskej republiky (vedend premiérom Milanom Ci¢om), ku kto-
rej sa pridal i predseda Federalneho zhromazdenia CSFR a legenda Prazskej
jari Alexander Dubcdek. V Toronte sa jej ¢lenovia ztacastnili na generalnom
zhromazdeni Svetového kongresu Slovakov a uskutoénili mnozstvo stretnuti
s krajanmi a s predstavitelmi kanadského politického, ekonomického, aka-
demického a kultirneho zZivota. Snahou politikov bolo predstavit Slovensku

republiku a hladat oblasti pre politickd a ekonomicku spolupracu.
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- President Havel also received the Slovak World Congress Award in a symbolic

location—in the impressive new Greek Catholic Cathedral of the Transfigura-
tion in Markham, near Toronto. It was built on land donated by the founder
of the Slovak World Congress, Stephen Roman, based on the church in Velky
Ruskov, Slovakia, his birthplace, and completed after his death in 1988. In
1984, the foundation of the cathedral was personally consecrated by Pope
John Paul II. The celebration was organized by Helen Roman, the daughter
of Stephen Roman, and Reverend Dusan Téth.

Visit of Slovak Politicians to Canada

At the beginning of May 1990, a delegation of the Slovak National Council (led
by Speaker Rudolf Schuster) and of the Government of the Slovak Republic
(led by Prime Minister Milan Ci¢), joined by the Speaker of the Federal As-
sembly and the legend of the Prague Spring—Alexander Dub¢ek —conducted
a working visit to Canada and the U.S.A. In Toronto, its members took part
in a General Assembly of the Slovak World Congress and carried out several
meetings with members of the Slovak-Canadian diaspora and representa-
tives of Canadian political, economic, academic and cultural life. The pur-
pose of the visit was to raise awareness of the Slovak Republic and to look

for areas for political and economic cooperation with Canada.

Deputy Prime Ministers Jozef Markus and Vladimir Lexa, Minister of Finance
Michal Kova¢, Minister of Health and Social Affairs Stanislav Novak and Dep-
uty Minister of Industry Jan Hol¢ik participated in a working lunch with
approximately 80 businessmen. The delegation also met with the “shoe king”
Thomas J. Bata (his Czech father, Toma$ Bata, who died in 1932, started the
Bata shoe company in 1894 in Zlin, Austria-Hungary. The son moved to Canada
in 1939 and expanded the company worldwide). The trip of the Slovak delega-
tion continued in the U.S.A.

The Canadian Story of Rudolf Schuster

There is no modern Slovak politician whose fate was to be so intensively as-
sociated with Canada as Rudolf Schuster. In this country, he experienced
a number of situations—from pleasant to complicated —and also connected
with its nature through his travels, which the author has depicted in two
photographic publications.
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® Privitanie oficialnej slovenskej

delegécie chlebom a solou
pred vchodom do Katedraly
premenenia Pana v Markhame
pri Toronte v mdji 1990. Spra-
va: predseda vlady SR Milan
Ci¢, predseda Federalneho
zhromazdenia CSFR Alexander
Dubcek, predseda SNR Rudolf
Schuster a Dusan Téth. Foto:
archiv Rudolfa Schustera

>
Bread and salt welcome of the
official Slovak Delegation in
front of the Cathedral of the
Transfiguration, Markham,
near Toronto in May 1990.
From right: Prime Minister
of Slovakia Milan Ci& Speaker
of the Czecho-Slovak Par-
liament Alexander Dubcek,
Speaker of the Slovak Par-
liament Rudolf Schuster and
Dusan Téth. Photo: archive
of R. Schuster

Na pracovnom obede s asi 80 podnikatelmi sa zta¢astnili aj podpredsedovia -

vlady Jozef Markus$ a Vladimir Lexa, minister financii Michal Kova¢, minis-
ter zdravotnictva a socidlnych veci Stanislav Novak a namestnik ministra
priemyslu Jan Hol¢ik. Delegacia sa stretla i s obuvnickym kralom Tomasom
Batom. (Jeho otec Tomas$ Bata zomrel v roku 1932, zalozil v roku 1894 slavnu
obuvnicku fabriku Bata v Zline vo vtedajSom Rakusko-Uhorsku. Jeho syn sa
v roku 1939 prestahoval do Kanady a vybudoval globalnu firmu.) Cesta sloven-
skej delegacie pokracdovala v USA.

Kanadsky pribeh Rudolfa Schustera

Niet novodobého slovenského politika, ktorého by osud spojil s Kanadou tak
intenzivne ako Rudolfa Schustera. PreZil v tejto krajine mnozZstvo situacii - pri-
jemnych, komplikovanych, ale aj objavnych, ktoré autorsky zachytil v dvoch
kniznych publikaciach.

Po ukonceni posobenia v horticom porevolu¢nom kresle predsedu SNR vyces-
toval 3. augusta 1990 na zaklade dohody politickych aktérov za velvyslanca
CSFR do Kanady. Deti pred odletom usporiadal na jeho pocest kanadsky vel-
vyslanec v Prahe Barry Mawhinney rozluckovy obed.
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- After the termination of his functions in the hot seat of post-revolutionary

Speaker of the Slovak National Council, based on the agreement of the po-
litical actors, he departed on 3 August 1990 for Canada as Ambassador of the
Czech and Slovak Federative Republic to Canada. One day before flying out,
a farewell dinner was arranged in his honor by the Canadian Ambassador in
Prague, Barry Mawhinney.

Schuster’s diplomatic mission, however, was by no means smooth. Many vicis-
situdes of the ambassadorial post were related to personnel questions in the
embassy and tense relations with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Prague, but
above all to public attacks on him from some members of the diaspora com-
munity, who opposed President Havel’s nomination of a former communist
functionary to Canada. Despite these obstacles, Ambassador Schuster worked
to actively develop bilateral relations, to access the financial assistance pro-
grams of Canada, and to present the new Czecho-Slovakia to Canadian socie-
ty. He cooperated with the expatriate community, in which there prevailed
deep divisions connected with the heated discussions on the constitutional
structure of Czecho-Slovakia. He soon gained respect in the diplomatic en-
vironment and among Canadian government officials. The periodical Diplo-

mat placed Schuster among the top 10 ambassadors then working in Canada.

In this initial period of development of bilateral relations, there were visits to
Canada of representatives of the federal government —Interior Minister Jan
Lango$ (March 1991) and Minister of Labour Petr Miller (May 1991). Minister
of the Economy Vladimir Dlouhy and Minister of Foreign Trade Jozef Baksay
visited in February and March 1992, for which the Canadian-Czechoslovak
Chamber of Commerce, which was headed by Thomas J. (Tom4as) Bata, arran-

ged seminars for potential business partners in selected provinces of Canada.

As far as the republic governments were concerned, there was a visit of Depu-
ty Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic Jozef Kucerdk (October 1990), Czech
Prime Minister Petr Pithart (July 1991) and Slovak Minister of Industry Jan
Holc¢ik (August 1991).

The forerunners of our cultural diplomacy were the actors Milan Lasica, Julius
Satinsky, Marian Labuda and others, who performed for expatriots in Otta-
wa. The Czechoslovak Association in Canada in November 1990 invited the
Rados$ina Naive Theatre, and Jitka Molavcova and Jiii Suchy performed in
September of 1991.
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Posobenie Rudolfa Schustera v8ak nebolo zdaleka pokojné a hladké. Mnohé -

peripetie na velvyslaneckom poste stviseli s personalnymi otazkami na amba-
sade, napitymi vztahmi s vlastnym ministerstvom zahrani¢nych veci v Prahe,
ale najmi s verejnymi utokmi na jeho osobu zo strany niekolkych agilnych
krajanov, ktorym prekazalo, Ze Vaclav Havel vymenoval do Kanady byvalého
komunistického funkcionara. Velvyslanec Schuster sa napriek tomu snazil ak-
tivne rozvijat dvojstranné vztahy, rozbiehat programy financ¢nej asistencie Ka-
nady a predstavovat nové Cesko-Slovensko kanadskej verejnosti. Spolupracoval
s krajanskou komunitou, v ktorej panovali hlboké rozpory spojené s vasnivy-
mi diskusiami o §tatopravnom usporiadani v Cesko-Slovensku. V diplomatic-
kom prostredi a u kanadskych vladnych predstavitelov si ¢oskoro ziskal res-
pekt. Casopis Diplomat zaradil Rudolfa Schustera medzi top 10 velvyslancov
posobiacich v Kanade.

V tomto poéiato¢nom obdobi rozvoja bilateralnych vztahov zavitali do Kana-
dy predstavitelia federalnej vlady - minister vnatra Jan Lango$ (september
1990), podpredseda vlady Pavel Rychetsky spolu s predsedom Najvy$sieho
sudu CSFR Otakarom Motejlom a generalnym prokuratorom CSFR Ivanom
Gagparovi¢om (marec 1991), minister prace Petr Miller (m4j 1991). Na prelome
februara a marca 1992 pricestovali minister hospodarstva Vladimir Dlouhy
a minister zahrani¢ného obchodu Jozef Baksay, pre ktorych Kanadsko-Ces-
koslovenska obchodna komora, na ¢ele ktorej stal Tomas Bata, usporiadala se-
minare pre potencialnych obchodnych partnerov vo vybranych provinciach
Kanady.

Z republikovych vlad islo o navstevu podpredsedu vlady SR Jozefa Kucerdka
(oktéber 1990), predsedu vlady CR Petra Pittharta (jul 1991) a ministra prie-
myslu SR Jana Hol¢ika (august 1991).

Priekopnikmi nasej kultirnej diplomacie boli herci Milan Lasica, Julius Sa-
tinsky, Marian Labuda a dals$i, ktori mali v septembri 1990 v Ottawe vystu-
penia pre krajanov. Ceskoslovenské zdruzenie v Kanade pozvalo v novembri
1990 Radosinské naivné divadlo a v septembri 1991 ui¢inkovali v Ottawe Jitka
Molavcova a Jiti Suchy.

Po prijati lustra¢ného zakona musel Rudolf Schuster v aprili 1992 Kanadu
opustit vzhladom na fakt, Ze bol v byvalom rezime vo vysokych funkciach v Ko-
munistickej strane Slovenska. Predc¢asné ukoncenie svojho ti¢inkovania znasal
tazko. Celé svoje posobenie v SNR a Kanade opisal v kniznej publikacii Ulti-
matum, do ktorej zaradil i obsiahly dokumentaény a fotograficky material.
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- Following the adoption of the Lustration Law, in April 1992, Ambassador

Schuster was recalled due to the fact that he had held a high position in the
previous regime in the Communist Party of Slovakia. The premature termi-
nation of his assignment in Canada was difficult for him. He described his
entire activity in the Slovak National Council and in Canada in the publica-
tion Ultimatum, in which he also included extensive documentary and pho-
tographic material.

The Canadian story of Rudolf Schuster did, however, have a happy ending.
Ten years later, in June 2002, he was received in Canada with the highest
honors as President (1999-2004) of the independent Slovak Republic, and
a year later, during a working visit to Canada, he was awarded an honorary
doctorate by the University of Ottawa.

Canada attracted Schuster even after his departure from political life. He
returned there twice as a traveller and photographer. In 2008 he visited Hud-
son Bay and a year later published a book Churchill Polar Bears. Furthermore,
in the summer of 2013 he carried out an almost month-long expedition
across Canada, which he depicted in the photographic book Canada, from

Sea to Sea.
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Kanadsky pribeh Rudolfa Schustera mal v8ak napokon pozitivne vyuistenie. -

O desat rokov neskor v juni 2002 bol v Ottawe prijaty s najvy$§imi poctami
ako prezident samostatnej Slovenskej republiky a rok nato si poc¢as pracovnej
cesty do Kanady prevzal na Ottawskej univerzite ¢estny doktorat.

Kanada pritahovala Rudolfa Schustera i po odchode z politického Zivota. Vra-
til sa sem dvakrat ako cestovatel a fotograf. Z pobytu v Hudsonovom zalive
v roku 2008 vydal knihu Churchillské ladové medvede (vy$la v roku 2009).
V lete 2013 uskutoc¢nil takmer mesaénu expediciu naprie¢ Kanadou, z ktorej
sa v roku 2014 zrodila vypravna fotografickd kniha Kanada, od mora k moru.
Canada, from Sea to Sea.
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Il The Velvet Divorce and the Beginning of Bilateral

Cooperation of Slovakia with Canada (1993-1998)

Canada carefully followed developments in Czecho-Slovakia, and made it
clear that if the division of the federation took place in a peaceful and consti-
tutional manner, then it would recognize both new republics and establish
diplomatic relations with them. This happened immediately on 1 January
1993 when the Slovak Republic became independent.

Slovakia’s first ambassador to Canada was in place from the very beginning.
The task was entrusted to the former Deputy of the Slovak National Council
and writer Anton Hykisch, who travelled to Ottawa on 7 December 1992. His
deputy was the young career diplomat (and today Vice-President of the Euro-
pean Commission) Maro§ Seféovi¢, who moved to Canada from the embassy
in Zimbabwe on 30 December, literally in the last hours of the existence of
Czecho-Slovakia. The emotion of the time is captured in Seféovi¢’s published
memoir: “T will never forget how on New Year’s Eve at midnight on 1 January
1993 we raised the Slovak flag on the flagpole before the embassy. There was
a huge burst of emotion. At that time, we didn’t know how everything would
turn out. On the one hand there was the feeling of nostalgia for Czecho-Slo-
vakia and on the other hand also defiance and pride in our country, and the

feeling that we simply must succeed.”

Anton Hykisch took part in the 1 January New Year’s reception of the diplo-
matic corps in Ottawa, at which the Governor General of Canada, Ray Hnaty-
shyn, called on those present to form a corridor and welcomed the ambassa-
dor of the new state on the map of Europe—the Slovak Republic.

Beginnings

The tandem Hykisch-Sef¢ovi¢ had to overcome the initial material and organ-
izational difficulties of the embassy and above all to cope with the many ten-
sions that arose from the internal political complications in both states. In
Slovakia, it was the nationalist-populist era of Prime Minister Vladimir Mediar,
and in Canada, the tense situation connected with the passionate debate on
the question of independence for the majority-French-speaking province of

Quebec (the referendum of 30 October 1995 ended with a very small margin in
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e Budova slovenskej
ambasady v Ottawe, januar
1993. Foto: archiv Antona
Hykischa

>
Slovak Embassy in Ottawa,
January 1993. Photo:
archive of Anton Hykisch

Nezny rozvod a $tart bilateralnej spoluprace I

Slovenska s Kanadou (1993 - 1998)

Kanada velmi pozorne sledovala vyvoj v Cesko-Slovensku a dala najavo, ze ak
sa rozdelenie federacie udeje pokojnym a tstavnym sposobom, tak bez prob-
lémov uznd obe nové republiky a nadviaze s nimi diplomatické vztahy. Stalo
sa tak hned 1. januara 1993.

Slovensko malo v Kanade od zacdiatku svojho velvyslanca. Stal sa nim byvaly
poslanec SNR a znamy spisovatel Anton Hykisch, ktory pricestoval do Ottawy
7. decembra 1992. Jeho zastupcom bol mlady kariérny diplomat a dnes pod-
predseda Eurépskej komisie Maro$ Sef¢ovié, ktorého rezort diplomacie pre-
sunul do Kanady z ambasady v Zimbabwe 30. decembra, doslova v posled-
nych hodinéch existencie Cesko-Slovenska. Emotivnost tejto doby zachytava
Seféovitova publikovana spomienka: ,,Nikdy nezabudnem, ako sme na Silvestra
o polnoci na 1. janudra 1993 vztycovali slovensku vlajku na stoziar pred velvy-
slanectvom. Bol to obrovsky zhluk emdcii. Vtom ¢ase sme nevedeli, ako to vietko
dopadne. Na jednej strane bolo citit nostalgiu za Cesko-Slovenskom a na druhej
taky slovensky vzdor a hrdost na svoju krajinu, Ze to predsa musime zvladnut.”
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- favour of remaining in the Canadian federation.) Negative articles appeared

in the Canadian press about Slovakia as the “spoiler of the good Czecho-Slo-
vak federation.” Ambassador Hykisch tried to present the new country in
a positive light in speeches at different seminars, lectures at universities, and

publications in the media.

Canadian Diplomatic Representation in Slovakia

The Government of Canada decided that the Slovak Republic would continue
to be covered diplomatically from its embassy in Prague, which at the time of
the division of the federation was led by Ambassador Paul Frazer, and from
1994-1997 by Ambassador Alain Dudoit. In April 1994, the embassy opened
its office in Bratislava and took on as project manager the Slovak Magdaléna
Cernanska. She was responsible for supporting a wide spectrum of programs
within the framework of Canadian development aid, which was managed
from August of 1994 by Terrence Mooney—Counselor and Director of the Pro-

gram for Technical Assistance (he was based in Prague but regularly visited
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Velvyslanec SR v Kanade

Anton Hykisch (vlavo) po

odovzdani poverovacich

listin do rak generalneho

guvernéra Raya Hnatyshyna

v Quebecu vo februari 1993.

Foto: archiv Antona Hykischa
N

Ambassador of Slovakia

to Canada Anton Hykisch

(left) after presenting his

credentials to Governor

General Ray Hnatyshyn

in Quebec City in February

1993. Photo: archive of

A. Hykisch

Velvyslanec Anton
Hykisch (vlavo) na prijati
u kanadského premiéra
Jeana Chrétiena v Ottawe,
april 1994. Foto: archiv
Antona Hykischa

<«
Ambassador Anton Hykisch
(left) welcomed by Prime
Minister of Canada Jean
Chrétien in Ottawa in April
1994. Photo: archive of
A. Hykisch

Anton Hykisch sa zuéastnil 1. janudra na novoro¢nej recepcii diplomatického -

zboru, na ktorej generalny guvernér Ray Hnatyshyn vyzval pritomnych, aby
utvorili koridor, a privolal si velvyslanca nového $tatu na mape sveta - Sloven-
skej republiky.

Nelahké zaciatky

Tandem Hykisch - Seféovi¢ musel prekonéavat poc¢iato¢né materidlne a orga-
niza¢né tazkosti novej ambasady, a najmé vyrovnavat sa s mnohymi tenziami,
ktoré vyplyvali z vnutropolitickych komplikacii v oboch $tatoch. Na Slovensku
to bola nacionalisticko-populisticka éra premiéra Meciara a v Kanade napita
situdcia spojena s vasnivou diskusiou o osamostatneni po franctzsky hovoria-
cej provincie Quebec (referendum z 30. oktébra 1995 sa skonéilo len velmi tes-
nou vid§inou za zotrvanie provincie Quebec v kanadskej federacii). V kanad-
skej tladi sa zacali objavovat negativne ¢lanky o Slovensku ako o ,,rozbijacovi
dobrej ¢esko-slovenskej federacie®. Velvyslanec Hykisch sa snazil popri inych
aktivitach predstavovat nova krajinu vystdpeniami na réznych seminaroch,
prednaskami na univerzitach a publikovanim v médiach.
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- Bratislava). In the spring of 1994, Bratislava lawyer Pavol Erban became the

Honorary Consul of Canada in Slovakia, and he continued in this function
until 1998.

First Governmental Mission from Canada

Canada appreciated the peaceful and constitutional division of Czecho-Slo-
vakia and already in January 1993 decided to send to both new republics
a trade and investment delegation led by Minister of National Revenue Otto
Jelinek, who later became Ambassador of Canada to the Czech Republic. The
delegation visited Prague and Bratislava from 23-29 January, where it car-
ried out a series of negotiations at the ministerial level and also met with
the highest government representatives—Czech Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus

and Slovak Prime Minister Vladimir Mediar.

First Official Visits to Canada from Slovakia

In February of 1993 the Czechoslovak-Canadian Chamber of Commerce was
divided in Toronto. Thomas J. (Toma$) Bata and Minister Otto Jelinek, as well
as Ambassador Hykisch spoke at the event. The Slovak-Canadian Chamber
of Commerce was founded in November 1993. Already earlier, in September,
a banking delegation visited Canada led by Governor of the National Bank of
Slovakia Vladimir Masar. The result of the visit was the deletion of Slovakia
from the group of “risk countries,” which facilitated mutual trade and tech-

nical assistance programs.

In the first year of Slovak independence, there were official visits to Canada
by Attorney General Vojtech Bacho (August), Minister of Agriculture Peter
Baco (September) and Speaker of the Slovak National Council (and later Presi-
dent of Slovakia from 2004 to 2014) Ivan Gagparovi¢ (October). In 1994, visits
were undertaken by deputies of the National Council of the Slovak Repub-
lic from the Committee for Defence and Security Ladislav Polka and Anton
Hrnko (January), and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the interim Moravéik
Government, Eduard Kukan (April), who was received by Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien and the Ministers of National Defence David M. Collenette and
Foreign Affairs André Ouellet. In May 1994 Minister of Culture Lubo Roman

visited Canada, where in Toronto he visited many cultural sites and met with
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Kanadské diplomatické zastupenie na Slovensku

Kanadska vlada sa rozhodla, Ze Slovensku republiku bude diplomaticky nada-
lej pokryvat zo svojho velvyslanectva v Prahe, ktoré v ¢ase rozdelenia federacie
viedol velvyslanec Paul Frazer a od roku 1994 do 1997 velvyslanec Alain Dudoit.
V aprili 1994 velvyslanectvo otvorilo svoju kanceldriu v Bratislave a prijalo
za projektovi manazérku Slovenku Magdalénu Certiansku. Mala na starosti
podporu Sirokého spektra programov v ramci kanadskej rozvojovej pomoci,
ktoru viedol do augusta 1998 Terrence Mooney - poradca a riaditel programu
technickej pomoci (posobil v Prahe a pravidelne prichadzal do Bratislavy). Na
jar 1994 sa stal honorarnym konzulom Kanady na Slovensku bratislavsky ad-
vokat Pavol Erben, ktory v tejto funkcii pésobil do roku 1998.

Prva vladna misia z Kanady

Kanada ocenila pokojné a tistavné rozdelenie Cesko-Slovenska a rozhodla sa
uz v janudri 1993 vyslat do oboch novych republik obchodno-investi¢nu de-
legaciu pod vedenim ministra financii Otta Jelinka, ktory sa neskér stal vel-
vyslancom Kanady v Ceskej republike. Delegacia navstivila 23. - 29. januéra
Prahu a Bratislavu, kde mala sériu rokovani na ministerskej irovni a stretla
sa aj s najvy$§imi vlddnymi predstavitelmi - premiérmi Vaclavom Klausom

a Vladimirom Mediarom.

Prvé oficialne navstevy Kanady zo Slovenska

Vo februéri 1993 sa v Toronte rozdelila Kanadsko-Ceskoslovenskd obchodna
komora. Na podujati vystapili Tomas Bata a minister Otto Jelinek, ako aj vel-
vyslanec Hykisch. Slovensko-kanadska obchodna komora bola zalozena v no-
vembri 1993. Este predtym v septembri zavitala do Kanady bankova dele-
gacia vedena guvernérom Narodnej banky Slovenska Vladimirom Masarom.
Vysledkom navstevy bolo vynatie Slovenska zo skupiny ,rizikovych krajin®, ¢o
uvolnilo vzajomny obchod a programy technickej pomoci.

V prvom roku nezavislého Slovenska navstivili Kanadu z oficialnych pred-
stavitelov generalny prokurator Vojtech Bacho (august), minister polnohos-
podarstva Peter Baco (september) a predseda Narodnej rady SR Ivan Gaspa-
rovi¢ s delegaciou (oktober). V roku 1994 to boli poslanci z Vyboru NR SR pre
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- Slovak expatriates. In September, Minister of National Defence Collenette

discussed with Slovak Minister of Economy Peter Magvasi and major firms
the possible restoration of the armaments industry in Slovakia. In April 1995,
Slovak Minister of the Environment Jozef Zlocha and Minister of Defence
Jan Sitek visited Canada. In July 1995 the Parliamentary Assembly of the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe took place in Ottawa, in
which a Slovak parliamentary delegation composed of Augustin Maridn Huas-
ka, Dusan Slobodnik and Jan Carnogursky participated.

Cooperation of the Armed Forces

Canada was instrumental in the development of the Slovak Armed Forces in
the first years of the independent state. Already from 1993, Canada provid-
ed language and professional training for Slovak officers, including special
courses for members of United Nations peacekeeping missions. In August
1994, Canadian Minister of National Defence David M. Collenette visited Slo-
vakia. Under the Military Training Assistance Program (MTAP) of the Cana-
dian Ministry of National Defence, from 1993-2007412 Slovak military and
civilian personnel underwent training in Canada. While subsidized training
ceased as a result of Slovakia joining NATO, Slovak personnel remain eligible

for training on a cost-recovery basis.

During February 1993, Canadian engineers under Col. David Harries quickly
developed a proposal for the organizational structure of SLOVENGBAT (engi-
neer battalion and required equipment), Slovakia’s contribution to the UN-
PROFOR peace mission in the former Yugoslavia between 1993 and 1996. Ca-
nadian engineers and SLOVENGBAT closely cooperated in this mission.
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e Generalne zhromazdenie

Svetového kongresu
Slovakov sa konalo
v Koncertnej sieni Slovenskej
filharmoénie v Bratislave
16. méja 1993. Asi sto
delegétov z celého sveta
pozdravil predseda SKS
Marian Stastny z Kanady.
Foto: archiv TASR

<«
General Assembly of the
Slovak World Congress at the
Slovak Philarmonic Concert
Hall in Bratislava on 16 May
1993. President of the SWC
Maridn Stastny from Canada
greeted about 100 delegates
from all over the world.
Photo: archive of TASR

Slovenska parlamentna
delegécia v Ottawe, jul
1995. Zlava: Maros Seféovi¢,
zastupca velvyslanca SR
v Kanade, profesor M. Mark
Stolarik, Dusan Slobodnik,
minister kultary SR,
pracovnitka ambasady,
velvyslanec Anton Hykisch,
poslanci NR SR Augustin
Maridn Huska a Jan
Carnogursky. Foto: archiv
M. Marka Stolarika

>
Slovak Parliamentary
delegation in Ottawa, July
1995. From left: Maros
Seféovi¢, Deputy Chief of
Mission, Professor
M. Mark Stoldrik, Dusan
Slobodnik — Minister of
Culture of the SR, Embassy
employee, Ambassador Anton
Hykisch, members of the
Slovak Parliament Augustin
Maridn Hiska and Jdn
Carnogursky. Photo: archive
of M. Mark Stoldrik

obranu a bezpeénost Ladislav Polka a Anton Hrnko (januar), minister zahra- -

ni¢nych veci do¢asnej Moravéikovej vlady Eduard Kukan (april), ktorého prijali
premiér Jean Chrétien a ministri obrany a zahrani¢nych veci. V m4ji zavital
do Kanady minister kultury Lubo Roman, ktory v Toronte navstivil mnohé
kulturne stanky a stretol sa s krajanmi. V septembri rokoval s kanadskym
ministrom obrany Davidom M. Collenettom a s vyznamnymi firmami minis-
ter hospodarstva Peter Magvasi o moznom oziveni zbrojarskeho priemyslu.
V aprili 1995 navstivil Kanadu minister Zivotného prostredia Jozef Zlocha
a minister obrany Jan Sitek. V juli 1995 sa v Ottawe konalo Parlamentné zhro-
mazdenie Organizacie pre bezpeénost a spolupracu v Eurdpe, na ktorom sa
zucastnila parlamentna delegacia NR SR v zloZeni Augustin Marian Huska,
Dusan Slobodnik a Jan Carnogursky.
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- On the Slovak side, the operation was coordinated by Lieutenant Colonel

Miloslav Nad (later he was Slovakia’s ambassador in Iraq). Slovak engineers
(from February 1994 up to 606 soldiers) significantly contributed to the mit-
igation of the consequences of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where
most bridges had been destroyed, by helping to repair them. Similarly, they
helped in parts of Croatia affected by the war. This joint Canadian-Slovak
peacekeeping operation was reported by the newspapers Washington Post
and the New York Times.

On 9 April 1995, Slovak Minister of Defence Jan Sitek and Canadian Minister
of National Defence Collenette signed in Toronto an Agreement between the
Government of the Slovak Republic and the Government of Canada on mili-
tary relations.

In addition to UNPROFOR, the Canadian and Slovak Armed Forces worked
closely together in Kandahar, Afghanistan as part of the NATO-led Interna-
tional Security Assistance Force (ISAF). Close cooperation in the area of de-
fence between our countries continues to this day, particularly in the NATO
enhanced Forward Presence in the Baltics, in the Canada-led sector in Latvia,
to which Slovakia contributed a deployment beginning in 2018.
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e Velvyslanec Anton Hykisch

na stretnuti so slovenskymi

vojakmi na kanadskej vojenskej

zékladni v Bordene, 1997.
Foto: archiv Antona Hykischa
v

Ambassador Anton Hykisch
meeting Slovak soldiers at the

Canadian traning base in Camp

Borden, 1997. Photo: archive of
A. Hykisch

® Spolupraca slovenskych

a kanadskych Zenistov
v Bosne a Hercegovine
v rdmci mierovej misie
UNPROFOR. Podplukovnik
Miloslav Nad' (vlavo)
a plukovnik David Harries
(vpravo), 1993. Foto: archiv
Miloslava Nada

>
Cooperation between Slovak
and Canadian engineers in
Bosnia and Herzegovina
within the peacekeeping
mission UNPROFOR.
Lieutenant Colonel Miloslav
Nad  (left) and Col. David
Harries (right) in 1993.
Photo: archive of M. Nad'

Kanadsky major Aaron
Corey (v strede) a slovensky
kapitan Jozef Hrasko
(vpravo), velitelia posilnenej
vojenskej pritomnosti NATO
v LotySsku pocas cvicenia
mnohonarodnostnych sil,
august 2018. Foto: eFP BG
ROTO 3 LATVIA Imagery,
© 2018 DND-MDN Canada
<«
Canadian Major Aaron Corey
(center) and Slovak Captain
Jozef Hrasko (right), NATO
Enhanced Forward Presence
Battle Group Latvia company
commanders, during
large-scale multinational
exercises in Latvia, August
2018. Photo: eFP BG ROTO
3 LATVIA Imagery, © 2018
DND-MDN Canada

Spolupraca ozbrojenych sil

Kanada bola ndpomocna pri rozvoji slovenskych ozbrojenych sil bezprostred-
ne po vzniku samostatnej SR. Uz od roku 1993 poskytovala pre nasich déstoj-
nikov jazykové a odborné skolenia vratane $pecidlnych kurzov pre prislusni-
kov mierovych sil Organizacie Spojenych narodov (Gzka spolupréaca v oblasti
obrany pretrvava medzi nasimi krajinami do dnes$nych dni). V auguste 1994
navstivil Slovensko minister narodnej obrany Kanady David M. Collenette.

V ramci Programu pomoci vo vojenskej priprave (MTAP) kanadského minis-
terstva narodnej obrany sa v rokoch 1993 - 2007 v Kanade 8kolilo 412 sloven-
skych vojenskych a civilnych pracovnikov. Po vstupe Slovenska do NATO sa
dotované odborné vzdelavanie ukoncilo. Slovensky personal sa vSak za thra-

du méze skolit i nadalej.
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I Cuitural Diplomacy

The Slovak Embassy in Ottawa helped to support and organize a number
of cultural events. In the times of the decline in prestige of Slovakia due to
Mediar’s undemocratic acts, cultural diplomacy had particular significance.
In November 1993, the Canadian-Slovak Music Fund was founded in Montre-
al (the initiator was the opera singer and organizer of musical events Alain
Nonat). In November the opera singers Andrea Dankova and Eva Blahova per-
formed in Montreal and Ottawa. In May 1995, the Slovak actors Darina Las¢iak-
ova, Julius Pantik and Stanislav Bachleda toured Canada with a program of
poetry and songs, and a Slovak stand was included in the Meet the World
exhibition in the Canadian Parliament. In November 1995 a gala benefit con-
cert of Slovak music (Suchon, Cikker, Hru$ovsky) was held in Montreal, per-
formed by Angele Dubeau and Marian Lapsansky. In May 1996, the chamber
music group Musa ludens held a concert at the Chateau Laurier hotel in
Ottawa, and in June the Bratislava Children’s Choir had a successful concert
in St. Andrew’s Church in Ottawa, after which there followed a month-long
concert tour around Canada. At the same time, the Czechoslovak Association
in Canada arranged a performance of the duo Lasica and Satinsky. In August
1996, there was a ceremonial opening of the International Congress of Ge-
nealogical and Heraldic Sciences in Ottawa, with a separate extensive ex-
position from Slovakia. The well-known experts Zdenko Alexy and Ladislav
Vrtel participated from Slovakia. Stanislav J. Kirshbaum (born in Bratislava)
published in this period two books: A History of Slovakia. The Struggle for
Survival (1995) and Historical Dictionary of Slovakia (1999).

e Zotvorenia vystavy Stefan

Boleslav Roman - zakladatel
Svetového kongresu Slovdkov
vo Vlastivednom muzeu
v Trebisove v den jeho
nedozitych 75. narodenin
17. aprila 1996 za Gcasti jeho
dcéry Helen E. Romanovej-
Barberovej z Toronta
(v strede). Reverend Dusan
Téth (vlavo) a Mons. Jan
Hirka, biskup Gréckokatolickej
cirkvi na Slovensku (vpravo).
Foto: archiv TASR

v
From the openning of the
exhibition “Stefan Roman
— Founder of the Slovak
World Congress” in Trebisov
Museum, Eastern Slovakia,
on the occasion of what would
have been his 75t birthday,
17 April 1996. His daughter
Helen E. Roman-Barber from
Toronto (center), Reverend
Dusan Téth (left) and Slovak
Bishop of the Greek Catholic
Church Jan Hirka (right).
Photo: archive of TASR
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V priebehu februara 1993 kanadski Zenisti pod vedenim plk. Davida Harriesa -

urychlene vypracovali navrh organiza¢nej Struktury (Zenijny prapor a poza-
dovana technika). Kanadski Zenisti a SLOVENGBAT uzko spolupracovali v ro-
koch 1993 -1996 v mierovej misii UNPROFOR v byvalej Juhoslavii. Za slovensku
stranu operdciu koordinoval pplk. Miloslav Nad (neskér bol velvyslancom SR
v Iraku). Slovenski Zenisti (od februara 1994 aZ 606 vojakov) prispeli velkou
mierou k zmiertiovaniu nasledkov vojny v Bosne a Hercegovine, kde bola o. i.
znifend vic§ina mostov. Podobne pomadhali aj vo vojnou zasiahnutych ¢astiach
Chorvatska. O tejto kanadsko-slovenskej mierovej operacii sa zmienili aj den-
niky Washington Post a New York Times.

Deviateho aprila 1995 minister obrany SR Jan Sitek a minister narodnej obra-
ny Kanady David M. Collenette podpisali v Toronte Dohodu medzi vladou SR
a vladou Kanady tykajdacu sa vojenskych vztahov.

Okrem misie UNPROFOR spolupracovali kanadské a slovenské ozbrojené
sily v Kandahari v Afganistane ako stc¢ast Medzinarodnych bezpe¢nostnych
asistenénych sil pod vedenim NATO (ISAF). Uzka spolupraca v oblasti obrany
medzi nagimi krajinami pokrac¢uje dodnes, najmé v ramci posilnenej pri-
tomnosti NATO v Pobalti, v sektore vedenom Kanadou v Loty$sku. Slovensko
tam prispelo nasadenim 152 vojakov od leta 2018.

Kultdrna diplomacia

Slovenska ambasada sa snazila podporovat a organizovat pocetné kultdrne
podujatia. V ¢asoch prepadu prestiZe Slovenska z dévodov Mecdiarovej nede-
mokratickej politiky mala kulturna diplomacia obzvlast velky vyznam. V no-
vembri 1993 bol v Montreale zaloZeny Kanadsko-slovensky hudobny fond
(inicidtorom bol operny spevak a organizator hudobného Zivota Alain No-
nat) a spevacka Eva Blahova mala dva Gspe$né koncerty klasickej hudby. V no-
vembri v Montreale a Ottawe koncertovali operné spevacky Andrea Dankova
a Eva Blahova. V maji 1995 sa uskuto¢nil zdjazd slovenskych umelcov Dari-
ny Las¢iakovej, Juliusa Pantika a Stanislava Bachledu s programom poézie
a piesni a na podujati Meet the World v kanadskom parlamente bol slovensky
stanok. V novembri 1995 bol v Montreale benefi¢ny galakoncert slovenskej
hudby (Suchon, Cikker, Hru$ovsky) v interpretacii Angele Dubeau a Mariana
Lapsanského. V maji 1996 umelecky subor stredovekého umenia Musa ludens
koncertoval v centre Ottawy v priestoroch hotela Chateau Laurier a v juni
mal Bratislavsky detsky zbor tspesny koncert v Kostole svitého Andreja
v Ottawe, po ktorom nasledovalo mesa¢né turné po Kanade. V tom istom
termine usporiadalo Ceskoslovenské zdruzenie v Kanade vystupenie Lasicu
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- To encourage a greater knowledge and understanding of Canada, the Govern-

ment of Canada has supported since the mid-1990 s academic cooperation
with Slovakia through the Canadian Studies grant program (replaced in 2008
by the Understanding Canada Program). This initiative has offered many
Slovak academic institutions, researchers, scholars, and students, commonly
known as Canadianists, assistance in studying or conducting research on
Canada, as well as developing courses and publications about Canada. The
first and biggest Canadian studies centre was established in 1993 at Come-
nius University in Bratislava under the leadership of prof. Maria Huttova.
There are also active Canadianists at other Slovak universities (Banska Bys-

trica and Ruzomberok).

Honorary Consuls and Expatriots

In the vast country of Canada, work was started on the establishment of
honorary consulates, headed by honorary consuls from the ranks of success-
ful Slovak-Canadians. The first was the consulate in Calgary, established in
1993, until 2014 led by the world-renowned chemical engineer and inventor
Ludovit Zanzotto. Others were opened in 1994 in Toronto (John Vojtech-Ste-
phens), Montreal (Mark Kmec), Vancouver (Stanislav Lisiak) and Winnipeg
(Jozef Kigka).

The specific feature of the diplomatic mission in Canada was, and to a great
extent remains, the extraordinarily active and diverse diaspora community,
whose members often publicly promoted their views about Slovakia. Ambas-
sador Anton Hykisch wrote in his memoirs: “The embrace of compatriots has
a wide range—at one end are the Czechoslovakists [who underscore the com-
monalities of Czechs and Slovaks in one state], on the other hand, the “ne-
oludaci” [those who adhere to the memory of the WWII Slovak People’s Party,
advocating for an independent Slovakia] and added the same observation
made by later Slovak diplomats in Canada: “you will easily become the target
of attacks.”

Several Slovaks who found a home in Canada had held important functions
in the wartime Slovak Republic (1939-1945), a client state of Nazi Germany
(for example Jozef M. Kirschbaum, Karol Murin and others).

Among well-known Slovak-Canadians at that time was the musician and

publicist Peter Breiner, who emigrated to Canada in 1992 and settled in To-

ronto, where he lived until 2007, when he moved to New York. In addition to
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a Satinského. V auguste 1996 bolo na ottawskej radnici slavnostné otvorenie -

Medzinarodného genealogického a heraldického kongresu so samostatnou
obsiahlou expoziciou Slovenska. Zo Slovenska sa na tiom zuéastnili znami od-
bornici Zdenko Alexy a Ladislav Vrtel. Bratislavsky rodak profesor Stanislav
J. Kirschbaum z York University v Toronte vydal v tomto obdobi dve kni-
hy o dejinach Slovenska: A History of Slovakia: The The Struggle for Survival
(1995) a Historical Dictionary of Slovakia (1999).

S cielom rozsirit znalosti o Kanade, jej hodnotach a kulttre kanadska vlada
podporovala od polovice 90. rokov akademicku spolupracu prostrednictvom
grantového programu kanadskych s$tadii (ktory bol v roku 2008 nahradeny
programom Porozumiet Kanade). Tato iniciativa poskytla mnohym sloven-
skym akademickym instituciam, vyskumnikom, odbornikom a $tudentom,
ktori st v8eobecne znami ako kanadianisti, podporu pri studiu alebo vysku-
me o Kanade a v Kanade, ako aj pri priprave kurzov a publikacii venovanych
krajine javorového listu. Prvé a najvicsie centrum kanadskych studii vzniklo
v roku 1993 pod vedenim prof. Marie Huttovej na péde Univerzity Komen-
ského. Dalsi aktivni kanadianisti poésobia na univerzitach v Banskej Bystrici
a v Ruzomberku.

Honorarni konzuli a krajania

V rozlahlej Kanade sa zacali prace na zriadovani honorarnych konzulatov,
na cele ktorych boli honorarni konzuli z radov uspesnych krajanov. Prvym
bol konzulat v Calgary, zriadeny v roku 1993, ktory viedol az do roku 2012
svetozndmy chemicky inzinier a vynalezca I'udovit Zanzotto. Dal$ie boli otvo-
rené v roku 1994 v Toronte (Vojtech Stephens), Montreale (Mark Kmec), Van-
couveri (Stanislav Lisiak) a Winnipegu (Jozef Kiska).

Specifikom diplomatickej misie v Kanade boli - a do zna¢nej miery zostavaju
dodnes - mimoriadne aktivni a r6znorodi krajania, ktori ¢asto verejne presa-
dzuja svoje pohlady na Slovensko. Literarne zdatny velvyslanec Anton Hykisch
spomina na krajanov v skratke takto: ,Ndrudie krajanov ma siroké rozpditie -
na jednom konci su cechoslovakisti, na druhom konci neoluddci,“a dodal sku-
senost zhodnu aj so spomienkami neskorsich slovenskych diplomatov, ,,lahko
sa stanete ter¢om utokov.”

V Kanade nasli domov aj viaceri Slovaci, ktori zastévali v Slovenskej republike

z rokov 1939 - 1945 dolezité politické funkcie (napriklad Jozef M. Kirschbaum,
Karol Murin a dalsi).
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- presenting Canada to the Slovak public, he openly criticized socio-political

developments in Mec¢iar’s Slovakia. He performed in the popular TV political
cabaret An Evening of Milan Markovi¢ (1993-1994) and regularly contributed to
Slovak media. His columns entitled From the Other Riverbank were published
in the newspaper SME, and Maple Leaves in the weekly Domino Forum. In
1998 he published a successful book also called Maple Leaves. He still collab-
orates on many projects with Slovak musicians.

On 1 January 2018, President Andrej Kiska bestowed on Peter Breiner the
Ludovit Star award First Class for “Outstanding Merit for Development in
the Field of Culture, Musical Art and the Promotion of the Good Name of the
Slovak Republic Abroad”.

Critical Perception of the Meéiar Government

In the first years of Slovak statehood, Canada was particularly sensitive about
undemocratic steps and the undermining of the rule of law by the Mediar
government. As a key NATO country, it expressed serious reservations toward
the autocratic practices of the Meciar government. The Slovak ambassador
was called into the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International
Trade for an unpleasant discussion, and instructions to defend the govern-
ment and arrange high-level audiences in Canada could simply not be car-
ried out. Interventions to request the abolition of the visa requirement for
Slovak citizens to visit Canada were also unsuccessful, as this depended on ful-
filling objective criteria established by the Canadian Ministry of Citizenship
and Immigration that had not yet been met.

On 4 October 1996 in the session of the Atlantic Council in Ottawa, it was de-
cided that Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Poland would be invited to join
NATO. Slovakia was not to be included in the invitation due to the undemo-
cratic actions of the Meéiar government. On 28 October 1996, Canada’s Spe-
cial Representative for NATO Enlargement Michael Bell confirmed that
Slovakia would not be included in the first group of states invited to join
NATO. At the beginning of 1997, Canada refused to accept a visit by Minister
of Foreign Affairs Pavol Hamzik, thus sending a clear signal of displeasure to

the Slovak government.

Ambassador Hykisch resigned and returned home in the summer of 1997.
He refused to serve a government which in his words clearly damaged the
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® Prezident SR Michal

Kovac (vpravo) prijal
1. septembra 1997
kanadského velvyslanca
Ronalda Halpina (vlavo)
v Bratislave. Foto: archiv
Kancelarie prezidenta SR
v
President of the Slovak
republic Michal Kovdc
(right) received Canadian
Ambassador Ronald
Halpin (left) in Bratislava,
11 September 1997. Photo:
archive of the Presidential
Office of the SR
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Spomedzi kanadskych Slovakov bol v tomto obdobi na Slovensku najviditel- -

nej$im hudobny umelec a publicista Peter Breiner, ktory do Kanady emigroval
v roku 1992 a usadil sa v Toronte (kde Zil do roku 2007, ked sa prestahoval
do New Yorku). Okrem pribliZovania Kanady slovenskému publiku sa kriticky
vyjadroval k spolo¢ensko-politickému vyvoju na Slovensku. Vystupoval v popu-
larnom televiznom politickom kabarete Vecer Milana Markovida (1993 - 1994)
a pravidelne prispieval do slovenskych médii. Svoje postrehy pod nazvom
Z druhého brehu publikoval v denniku SME a Javorové listy v tyzdenniku Do-
mino férum. V roku 1998 vydal uspe$nt knihu s nazvom Javorové listy. Dodnes
spolupracuje na mnohych projektoch so slovenskymi hudobnikmi. Prvého
janudra 2018 mu prezident Andrej Kiska udelil vyznamenanie Rad Ludovita
Stura I. triedy ,za mimoriadne zasluhy o rozvoj v oblasti kultary, hudobného
umenia a o $irenie dobrého mena Slovenskej republiky v zahrani¢i®.

Kritické vnimanie Meciarovej vliady

Kanada v prvych rokoch slovenskej $tatnosti mimoriadne citlivo vnimala ne-
demokratické kroky slovenskej vlady. Ako kluc¢ova krajina NATO vyjadrovala
vazne vyhrady vo¢i autoritativnym praktikdm Meciarovej vlady. Slovensky
velvyslanec bol pozyvany na neprijemny ,koberéek” a pokyny z astredia, aby
obhajoval vladu a zariadil prijatia na vysokej urovni v Kanade, jednoducho
splnit nemohol. Takisto nepomahali ani intervencie za zrusenie vizovej povin-
nosti pre ob¢anov SR.
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- new state. However, he bade farewell to Canada in a worthy manner. On 22

July 1997, there was a farewell reception in the embassy building with over
200 participants, including Deputy Prime Minister of Canada Herb Gray.
As recognition of his difficult mission, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cana-
da André Ouellet awarded Ambassador Hykisch the honorary medal of the
Corps diplomatique Canada.

On 3 December 1997 in Ottawa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Re-
public Zdenka Kramplova signed on behalf of the Slovak government the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer

of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction (the Ottawa Treaty).

Zdenka Kramplova and the End of Meciarism

From the perspective of the young Slovak diplomatic service, it is difficult to
imagine a more telling example of the contradictory period of the govern-
ment of Vladimir Me¢iar than the case of Zdenka Kramplova. In 1997, Me¢iar
appointed her as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. After his
loss in the elections of September 1998, the Premier wanted to reward his
loyal supporters by sending them to diplomatic posts. In October of 1998,
Kramplova was entrusted by outgoing Acting President Meciar to carry out
the job of Ambassador of Slovakia to Canada. She travelled to Ottawa, even
when she received signals that the incoming Slovak government would not
accept her nomination. She did not even have time to present her credentials
before she was recalled in December by the new Slovak government of Mi-
kulas Dzurinda. She protested against the recall and stalled her return home
for several months. She described her bizarre Canadian odyssey in a 150-page
book, which she called Revenge in a Diplomatic Tailcoat. This is a peculiar
piece of literature filled with resentment and accusations against the Slovak
diplomatic service headed by Foreign Minister Eduard Kukan, in which she
even speculated about potential assassination plots against her.
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Stvrtého oktébra 1996 na zasadnuti Atlantickej rady v Ottawe padlo rozhod- -

nutie, Ze do NATO budu prijaté Madarsko, Cesk4 republika a Polsko. Slovensko
neprichadzalo do tvahy vzhladom na politiku Meciarovej vlady. Dvadsiateho
osmeho oktébra 1996 osobitny vyslanec Kanady v NATO Michael Bell potvrdil,
Ze SR nie je zahrnuta do prvej skupiny $tatov na prijatie do NATO. Kanada
odmietla za¢iatkom roka 1997 prijat na nav$tevu ministra zahrani¢nych veci
Pavla Hamzika, ¢im vyslala slovenskej vlade jasny signal.

Velvyslanec Anton Hykisch podal v lete 1997 na Ministerstve zahrani¢nych veci
SR vypoved a predcéasne sa vratil na Slovensko. Odmietol sluzit vlade, ktora
podla jeho slov evidentne poskodila novy stat. S Kanadou sa vSak rozlacil dés-
tojne. Dvadsiateho druhého jala 1997 bola v budove ambasady rozluckova
recepcia s vy$e 200 Géastnikmi, medzi ktorymi bol aj podpredseda kanadske;j
vlady Herb Gray. Ako ocenenie nelahkej misie minister zahrani¢nych veci Ka-
nady André Ouellet odovzdal velvyslancovi Hykischovi ¢estntt medailu Corps

diplomatique Canada.

Tretieho decembra 1997 podpisala za slovensku vladu v Ottawe ministerka za-
hrani¢nych veci SR Zdenka Kramplova Dohovor o zdkaze pouZitia, skladovania,
vyroby a transferu protipechotnych min a o ich zni¢eni (Ottawsky dohovor).

Zdenka Kramplova a koniec meciarizmu

Z pohladu mladej slovenskej diplomacie si len tazko mozno predstavit vy-
re¢nejsi zaver rozporuplného obdobia vladnutia Vladimira Meéiara, ako je
pribeh Zdenky Kramplovej. Ttto svoju spolupracovni¢ku z Uradu vlady SR
dosadil Vladimir Meéiar v roku 1997 za ministerku zahrani¢nych veci SR. Po
prehratych volbach v septembri 1998 sa premiér chcel postarat o lojalnych fudi
ich vyslanim do diplomatickych sluZieb. V oktébri 1998 bola Zdenka Kramplo-
va poverend odchadzajucim zastupujucim prezidentom Vladimirom Medéia-
rom na vykon velvyslankyne Slovenska v Kanade. Do krajiny javorového listu
vycestovala, aj ked dostala signdly, Ze nastupujuca vlada s jej nominaciou su-
hlasit nebude. Nestihla ani odovzdat poverovacie listiny a uz v decembri bola
z funkcie novou vladou Mikuld$a Dzurindu odvolana. Proti odvolaniu protes-
tovala a navrat domov niekolko mesiacov zdrzovala. Svoju bizarnt kanadska
anabazu zachytila v asi 150-stranovej kniznej publikacii, ktoru nazvala Pom-
sta v diplomatickom fraku. 1de o svojsku vypoved naplnenu zatrpknutostou
a obvinovanim rezortu diplomacie pod vedenim Eduarda Kukana, v ktorej

dokonca fabuluje o moZznom atentate na svoju osobu.
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Bl \ntegration Restart and Canadian Help

(1998-2004)

After the fall of Meciarism, there followed a period of catching up for lost time
in Slovak domestic and foreign policy. Major reforms and the fulfillment of
integration criteria in Western structures were undertaken by the Dzurinda
Government (1998-2006). This period, which culminated in 2004 with the ac-
cession of the Slovak Republic to both NATO and the European Union, can
be considered a golden era of Slovak foreign policy. On the issue of foreign
policy direction, there was consensus across the political spectrum, and
Slovak diplomatic efforts were headed throughout this period by a single

minister of Foreign Affairs—Eduard Kukan (now a Member of the European
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® Predsedu NR SR Jozefa

Migasa (v strede) prijal
v aprili 2001 vo federalnom
parlamente v Ottawe
predseda Dolnej snemovne
Peter A. S. Milliken
(druhy zlava). Foto: archiv
Miroslava Mikolasika

"4
Speaker of the Slovak
Parliament Jozef Migas
(center) was received in
Ottawa by the Speaker
of the House of Commons
Peter A. S. Milliken (second
from left), April 2001.
Photo: archive of Miroslav
Mikoldsik

Stretnutie premiérov Kanady
a Slovenska 11. septembra
2001 v Ottawe. Zlava: velvy-
slankyna Kanady Margaret
Huberova, premiér Kanady
Jean Chrétien, premiér SR
Mikulas Dzurinda a sloven-
sky velvyslanec Miroslav
Mikolasik. Foto: archiv
Miroslava Mikolasika

2
Meeting of the Prime Minis-
ters of Canada and Slovakia
in Ottawa on 11 September
2001. From left: Canadian
Ambassador Margaret
Huber, Prime Minister of
Canada Jean Chrétien,
Prime Minister of Slovakia
Mikuld$ Dzurinda and
Slovak Ambassador Miroslav
Mikoldsik. Photo: archive of
M. Mikoldsik

Premiér Mikulas Dzurinda
(vpravo) prijal 30. marca 1999
predsedu Senatu kanadského
parlamentu Gildasa Molgata
(vlavo). Foto: archiv TASR

>

Slovak Prime Minister Mikulds
Dzurinda (right) received
Canadian Speaker of the Senate
Gildas Molgat (left) on 30 March
1999. Photo: archive of TASR

Integracny restart a kanadska pomoc |

(1998 - 2004)

Po pade meciarizmu nastupuje v slovenskej domacej i zahrani¢nej politike
obdobie dobiehania zamegkaného. Spustaju sa zasadné reformy a napltianie
integracnych kritérii do zapadnych struktar. Toto obdobie, ktoré kulmino-
valo v roku 2004 vstupom SR do NATO i Eurépskej tinie, mozno povazovat za
zlatu éru slovenskej zahrani¢nej politiky. V otazkach zahrani¢nopolitického
smerovania panovala zhoda naprie¢ celym politickym spektrom a na cele re-
zortu diplomacie bol len jeden minister zahrani¢nych veci - Eduard Kukan -,
¢o bolo v porovnani s predchadzajacim obdobim tiplné névum. Ottawa nam

bola v integraénom usili vestranne napomocna a bola prvou krajinou, ktora
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- Parliament), which was a complete novelty compared to the previous period

from 1993-1998, which had seen seven different ministers. Canada was uni-
versally helpful in the integration effort. Canada supported Slovakia’s effort
to join NATO, and was the first country to ratify Slovakia’s NATO accession
protocols (28 March 2003). Canada also played a leading role in supporting
Slovakia’s accession to the OECD in December 2000 and supported Slova-
kia’s application for observer status in la Francophonie, which was granted
in October 2002. During this period, Canada appreciated Slovakia’s support
for NATO’s intervention in Kosovo, and contributions to KFOR as well as ISAF
in Afghanistan.

The Slovak Republic sent to Canada in April 1999 as ambassador Miroslav
Mikolasik, a former member of the Slovak parliament (currently a member
of the European Parliament for KDH [Christian Democratic Movement]).
Dr. Mikolasik soon gained great esteem when he was elected in 2000 as Presi-

dent of the 120-member Ottawa Diplomatic Association. He served until 2002.

Canadian ambassadors accredited to Slovakia in this period were: Ronald
Halpin (1997-2001) and Margaret Huber (2001-2003). The Office of the Embas-
sy of Canada in Bratislava (housed on the premises of the Hotel Carlton from
2002) was led by Denis Provost (1998-2001), Diane Masson-Yensen (2001-2003)
and Guillaume Siemienski (2003-2004)—all representatives of CIDA (the Ca-
nadian International Development Agency).

Series of Visits at the Highest Levels

Slovakia achieved a breakthrough in relations with Canada in these years
and carried out the greatest number of high-level visits in its history. Several
ministers of the Slovak Government visited Canada in this period of reform,
including Minister of Culture Milan Knazko (May 1999), Minister of Trans-
port, Post and Telecommunications Gabriel Palacka (1999), and Minister of
Justice Jan Carnogursky (February 2000). Notably, Minister of Defence Jozef
Stank visited Canada in June 2001, and received the clear support of Canada
for membership in NATO. In addition to political and military represent-
atives, Minister Stank also met with military veterans and paid homage to
Canadians who died in defence of freedom.

Slovak Parliament Speaker Jozef Miga$ travelled to Canada accompanied by
five MPs from 23-26 April 2001. He was received by the Speaker of the House
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ratifikovala pristupové protokoly Slovenska do NATO (28. marca 2003). Ka-
nada zohrala vyznamnu ulohu aj pri podpore vstupu Slovenska do OECD
v decembri 2000 a podporila Ziadost Slovenska o $tatat pozorovatela v Me-
dzinarodnej organizacii Frankofénie, ktory mu bol udeleny v oktobri 2002.

Slovenska republika vyslala do Kanady v aprili 1999 za velvyslanca Miroslava
Mikolasika, dovtedajsieho poslanca NR SR. Miroslavovi Mikolasikovi sa ¢osko-
ro dostalo vyznamného ocenenia, ked ho 120-¢lenna Ottawa Diplomatic Asso-
ciation v roku 2000 zvolila za svojho prezidenta.

Kanadski velvyslanci akreditovani na Slovensku v tomto obdobi boli Ronald
Halpin (1997 - 2001) a Margaret Huberova (2001 - 2003). Kancelariu velvysla-
nectva Kanady v Bratislave (od roku 2002 sidlila v priestoroch hotela Carlton)
viedli Denis Provost (1998 - 2001), Diane Masson-Yensen (2001 - 2003) a Guil-
laume Siemienski (2003 - 2004) - vSetko predstavitelia agentary CIDA.

Vina navstev na najvyssej arovni

Vo vztahoch s Kanadou dosiahlo Slovensko v tychto rokoch prelom a uskutoé-
nil sa najvaési pocet navstev na vysokej urovni v doterajsej histérii. Z minis-
trov slovenskej vlady navstivili Kanadu v tomto obdobi zmien minister kulttry
Milan Kniazko (m4aj 1999), minister dopravy, post a telekomunikacii Gabriel
Palacka (1999) a minister spravodlivosti Jan Carnogursky (prelom februara
a marca 2000). Minister obrany Jozef Stank zavital do Kanady v juni 2001,
v Case, ked sme ziskali jasné podporné stanovisko Kanady pre nase ¢lenstvo
v NATO. Minister Stank sa stretol okrem politickych a vojenskych predstavi-
telov aj s vojnovymi veterdnmi a vzdal uictu padlym Kanadanom.

Predseda NR SR Jozef Miga$ pricestoval v sprievode piatich poslancov na nav-
$tevu Kanady v drioch 23. - 26. aprila 2001. Bol prijaty predsedom Dolnej sne-
movne a predsedom Senatu a rokoval s poslancami zahrani¢ného vyboru.
Vrcholom néavstevy bolo prijatie u premiéra Jeana Chrétiena.

Nasledne prislo pozvanie pre predsedu vlady SR Mikul4a$a Dzurindu na oficial-
nu navstevu Kanady v drioch 11. - 13. septembra 2001. Jeho delegaciu tvorili
minister zahrani¢nych veci Eduard Kukan a $tyria dal$i ministri a sprevadza-
li ju 20-¢lennd skupina z podnikatelskej sféry a asi 25 novinarov. V dosledku
teroristického uitoku v USA presne v den letu slovenského $pecialu sa oficial-
na navsteva Dzurindovej delegacie zmenila len na skratent pracovnu cestu.
Jedinym naplnenym bodom programu boli pracovné ranajky s premiérom
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- of Commons and the Speaker of the Senate, and met with members of the

Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Commons. The culmination of the

visit was a meeting with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien.

Following this visit, Slovak Prime Minister Mikuld§ Dzurinda conducted an
official visit to Canada from 11-13 September 2001. His delegation consisted of
Minister of Foreign Affairs Eduard Kukan and four other ministers, accompa-
nied by a 20-member group from the business sphere and around 25 journal-
ists. Due to the terrorist attack on the U.S.A. exactly on the day of the special
Slovak flight, the only plane allowed to fly into Ottawa that day, the visit of the
Dzurinda delegation was shortened to a working visit. The only point of the
program carried out was a working breakfast with Prime Minister Chrétien,
during which the partners discussed current global issues and the support
of Canada for Slovakia’s membership in NATO. Prime Minister Chrétien ex-
pressed appreciation for Prime Minister Dzurinda’s reforms and commitment
to EU and NATO membership as well as respect for minorities. All other bilat-
eral meetings and discussions with members of the government and business

groups were unfortunately cancelled due to the attack.

The following year, in June 2002, another top-level event of bilateral relations

occurred —the state visit of Slovak President Rudolf Schuster accompanied by
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e Vymena hokejovych

dresov pocas oficialneho
prijatia prezidenta SR
Rudolfa Schustera (vpravo)
u kanadského premiéra
Jeana Chrétiena v Ottawe
5. jina 2002. Foto: archiv
TASR

v

Exchange of hockey jerseys
by President of Slovakia
Rudolf Schuster (right)

and Canadian Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien, Ottawa,

5 June 2002. Photo:

archive of TASR

Jeanom Chrétienom, pocas ktorych partneri prerokovali aktualne politické -

témy a podporu Kanady pre ¢lenstvo SR v NATO. Vietky dalsie bilateralne
stretnutia, rokovania ¢lenov vlady i podnikatelskej skupiny boli zrusené.

V nasledujicom roku 2002 sa v juni uskutoé¢nila vrcholna udalost dvojstran-
nych vztahov - §tdtna navsteva prezidenta SR Rudolfa Schustera v sprievode
pocetnej delegécie (za vladu v nej boli ministri Eduard Kukan, Milan Knazko,
Jan Carnogursky, Martin Fronc a §tatny tajomnik Peter Brrio). Kanadsk4 hlava
Statu generalna guvernérka Adrienne Clarksonova prijala Rudolfa Schustera
s manzelkou so v8etkymi poctami. Nechybali salvy z maZiarov a prevezenie slo-
venskej hlavy $tatu na ko¢i. Hlavné mesto Ottawa bolo vyzdobené kanadskymi
a slovenskymi vlajkami. Po rokovaniach na najvy$sej iirovni bola usporiadana
v sidle hlavy $tatu palaci Rideau Hall $tatna vecera za Gcasti najvyznamnejsich
predstavitelov politického, spolo¢enského a kulturneho Zivota.

Velvyslanectvo SR v spolupraci s Ottawskou univerzitou zorganizovalo na
pode univerzity dvojdiiovi konferenciu s nazvom The Slovak Republic: A De-
cade of Independence. Na konferencii vystupili aj ministri vlady SR a pre-
zident Schuster, ¢im toto podujatie presiahlo akademicky ramec a dostalo
punc spolocenskej udalosti so $irokym medidlnym pokrytim. Prezidentska
navsteva pokracovala v Toronte a vyvrcholila $tatnou recepciou na slavnej to-
rontskej CN Tower.

Vo februari 2002 slovenské velvyslanectvo pripravilo v Toronte dvojdiiové
podujatie vySehradskych krajin Invest Forum, ktoré otvoril podnikatel To-
mas Bata.

Z kanadskych politickych predstavitelov zavitala na Slovensko v tomto obdo-
bi Hedy Fry, ministerka pre multikulturalizmus a postavenie zien (november
1998). Slo o prvého ¢lena kanadskej vlady, ktory navstivil Slovensko po vytvoreni
Dzurindovej vlady. Ministerka Fry sa stretla s podpredsedom vlady Palom Csa-
kym, zodpovednym za Iudské prava a mensiny, a $tatnym tajomnikom minis-
terstva zahrani¢nych veci Jinom Figelom. Bola tiez ¢estnym hostom festiva-
lu frankofénnych filmov a otvorila program kanadskych studii na Univerzite
Komenského v Bratislave.

Po nej navstivili Slovensko predseda Senatu Gildas Molgat (april 1999), pred-
seda Dolnej snemovne Gilbert Parent (april 2000), minister obrany Arthur
Eggleton (september 2000), minister zahrani¢ného obchodu Pierre Pettigrew
s obchodnou misiou (september 2000), ministerka socidlnych veci Jane
Stewartova (maj 2001) a minister zahrani¢nych veci John Manley (maj 2001).
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- a large delegation (for the government this included Deputy Prime Minister

Pal Csaky, Ministers Jan Carnogursky, Martin Fronc, Eduard Kukan, Milan
Knazko, Roman Kovac¢ and State Secretary Peter Brrio). They came to partici-
pate in an international scholarly conference at the University of Ottawa,
organized by Ambassador Mikol4sik and Professor Mark Stolarik of the Uni-
versity. The representative of the Head of State of Canada, Queen Elizabeth
II, Governor General Adrienne Clarkson, received President Schuster and
his wife with full honours, including a twenty-one gun salute and a ceremo-
nial horse-drawn carriage ride. The capital of Ottawa was decorated with
Canadian and Slovak flags. President Schuster and Prime Minister Chrétien
exchanged hockey jerseys when they met on June 5, and discussed Slova-
kia’s bid to join NATO, economic reforms, and cooperation in peacekeeping
and culture. They also discussed the threat to Slovakia’s NATO aspirations
posed by a possible return of Meciar to power in parliamentary elections that
year. A state dinner was arranged in the official residence of the Governor
General —Rideau Hall, along with the participation of many prominent rep-
resentatives of Canadian political, social, and cultural life.

The Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with the University of Ottawa, organized
a two-day conference on the university campus with the title The Slovak Re-
public: A Decade of Independence. President Schuster and the other visiting
members of the Slovak government presented papers, which gave this event
wide media coverage. The presidential visit continued in Toronto and culmi-
nated with an official reception in the CN Tower.

In February of 2002, the Slovak Embassy organized a two-day event in Toron-
to of the Visegrad countries—Invest Forum. The event was opened by busi-
nessman Thomas J. Bata.

Canadian political leaders and senior government officials who visited Slo-
vakia during this time included Hedy Fry, Secretary of State for Multicul-
turalism and the Status of Women (11-12 November 1998). She was the first
Canadian minister to visit Slovakia after the formation of the Dzurinda Gov-
ernment, and met with Deputy Prime Minister Pal Csaky, responsible for hu-
man rights and minorities (himself a Hungarian-Slovak) and Foreign Affairs
State Secretary Jan Figel. She supported the inclusion of minorities in the
government, was a guest of honour at the Festival des films francophones,
and inaugurated a revitalized Canadian Studies Program and facilities at
Comenius University in Bratislava.

Visits were also conducted by Senate Speaker Gildas Molgat (April 1999), House
of Commons Speaker Gilbert Parent (April 2000), Minister of International
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e Generalna guvernérka Kanady
Adrienne Clarksonova (vlavo)
prijala 6. jina 2002 v Ottawe
prezidenta SR Rudolfa
Schustera. Foto: archiv TASR

>

e Canadian Governor General
Adrienne Clarkson (left)
received the President of
Slovakia Rudolf Schuster,
Ottawa, 6 June 2002. Photo:
archive of TASR

V roku 2003 sa uskutoénili dve délezité navstevy - obchodna misia vedena -

$tatnym tajomnikom Ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci a medzinarodného ob-
chodu Kanady pre stredni a vychodnt Eurépu Garom Knutsonom (oktober)
a misia vladnych predstavitelov Kanady vedena Paulom Duboisom, zastup-
com namestnika ministra zahrani¢nych veci a medzinarodného obchodu

Kanady (november).
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- Trade Pierre Pettigrew with a business mission (September 2000), Defence

Minister Arthur Eggleton (regarding Slovakia’s bid to join NATO and assis-
tance for the Slovak military) (September 2000), and Foreign Minister John
Manley (May 2001). The first Canadian foreign minister to visit Slovakia, Mr.
Manley met with President Schuster, Prime Minister Dzurinda, and Foreign
Minister Kukan to discuss Slovakia’s bids to join NATO and the EU as well as
cooperation on security, public sector reform and minority issues. Minister
for Social Affairs Jane Stewart visited Slovakia in May of 2001.

Two important visits took place in 2003. The first was a trade mission led
by Gar Knutson, Secretary of State for Central and Eastern Europe and the
Middle East of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of
Canada (October); the second occurred in November when Assistant Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of Canada Paul Dubois
led a major interdepartmental delegation to Slovakia where senior officials
from both countries discussed the implications of Slovakia’s EU membership

on its relations with Canada.

Second Presidential Visit

A year before the entry of Slovakia into the Euro-Atlantic structures, Slovak
President Rudolf Schuster came on a working visit to Canada and the U.S.A.
(in April 2003) (his stay in Canada was managed by Chargé d’affaires Stefan
Rozkopal). Besides being received by the highest state representatives, includ-
ing Governor General Adrienne Clarkson and Prime Minister Jean Chrétien,
the Slovak president also met with the Lieutenant Governor of the province
of Nova Scotia, Myra Freeman. President Schuster unveiled a commemorative
plaque in the city of Halifax at “Pier 21,” known as the “Gateway to Canada”,
through which more than 1.5 million immigrants passed, including thou-

sands of immigrants of Slovak origin.

Meanwhile, upon the recommendation of Professor Mark Stolarik, the Uni-
versity of Ottawa granted the Slovak president the honorary degree Doc-
tor honoris causa, which was delivered during a solemn ceremony on the
university campus. An important part of the visit of the president was also
his meetings with expatriates in Halifax, Montreal and Ottawa. Selected repre-

sentatives of the expatriate community were decorated by President Schuster.
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® Slavnostné udelovanie
cestného doktoratu na
Ottawskej univerzite
slovenskému prezidentovi
Rudolfovi Schusterovi v aprili
2003. Zlava: prezident Schuster,
rektor Gilles Patry, kancelarka
Huguette Labelle. Foto: archiv
Rudolfa Schustera
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® University of Ottawa confers
an Honorary Doctorate on
President Rudolf Schuster,
April 2003. From left to right:
President Rudolf Schuster,
Rector Gilles Patry, Chancellor
Huguette Labelle. Photo: archive
of R. Schuster

Druha prezidentska navsteva

Rok pred vstupom Slovenska do euroatlantickych struktur zavital na pracov-
nu navstevu Kanady a USA (v aprili 2003) prezident SR Rudolf Schuster (jeho
pobyt v Kanade zabezpecoval chargé d’affaires Stefan Rozkopal). Okrem prijati
u najvyssich statnych predstavitelov vratane generalnej guvernérky Adrienne
Clarksonovej a premiéra Jeana Chrétiena sa slovensky prezident stretol aj s gu-
vernérkou provincie Nové Skétsko Myrou Freemanovou. Prezident R. Schuster
odhalil v meste Halifax na moéle Pier 21 pamitnu tabulu. Bolo to na mieste
nazvanom ,vstupna brana do Kanady®, ktorym preslo viac ako 1,5 miliéna pri-
stahovalcov vratane tisicov pristahovalcov slovenského p6vodu. Ottawska uni-
verzita udelila prezidentovi SR ¢estny titul Doctor honoris causa, ktory mu bol
odovzdany pocas slavnostného ceremonialu v priestoroch univerzity. Dolezi-
tou sucastou navstevy slovenského prezidenta boli aj jeho stretnutia s krajan-
mi v Halifaxe, Montreale a Ottawe. Vybranym zastupcom krajanskej komunity

odovzdal Rudolf Schuster vyznamenania prezidenta SR.
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J Canada’s Contribution to Starting the Slovak Development

Assistance Agency SlovakAid

A notable example of Canadian assistance to Slovakia was in the area of de-
velopment assistance. The Slovak diplomat Peter Hulényi recalls this chap-
ter as follows: “From the accession of Slovakia to the OECD (December 2000),
we also assumed the role of helping the developing world. However, Slovakia
did not have the domestic legislative framework, the institutional basis or the
capacity to fulfill this task. The accession process to the EU was indeed already
in full swing, but development aid was not part of the acquis communautaire
and therefore the Commission did not provide the candidate countries for this
area even a single Euro.

In the summer of 2001, I visited Dianne Masson-Yensen, director of the Europe-
an Division of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) (a few
years later, she became the head of the Office of the Embassy of Canada to Slo-
vakia). I asked her for help in creating a Slovak version of CIDA. I was in luck.
The CIDA management had just launched a competition for the best innovative
projects. With the help of CIDA consultants Robert Wiles and Hubert Simard,
we wrote a project called “SlovakAid” within a few days and submitted it to the

CIDA internal competition.

A few months later, this project was awarded a Canadian government grant
(the only one destined for Europe) worth CAD 2 million. As part of the project,
the Canadian government committed to the implementation of the project for
one year so that after the ending of our assignment in Canada, in 2002 we
started to build from scratch the foundation of SlovakAid. At the beginning
of 2003, I presented the first results of the project in Ottawa. The CIDA man-
agement was particularly interested in linking SlovakAid’s capacity-building
directly with the implementation of joint projects in developing countries, i.e.

“learning by doing”.

CIDA decided to expand the project to the group of countries of the Visegrad
Four. The program was called ODACE (Official Development Assistance in Cen-
tral Europe) and increased its budget to CAD 15 million (more than two-thirds
of these funds were gained by Slovakia over the next three years). The Canadians
opened an ODACE office in Bratislava and sent there David Chaplin, an expe-
rienced diplomat and a wonderful person. His reqular meetings of the Slovak
development “stakeholders” TGIF [Thank God It’s Friday] at the ODACE office
on Stefanik Street have become legendary. The joint projects of SlovakAid and
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Pomoc Kanady pri nastartovani systému
slovenskej rozvojovej pomoci SlovakAid

Medzi pozoruhodné priklady kanadskej asistencie Slovensku mozno bezpo-
chyby zaradit oblast rozvojovej pomoci. Diplomat Peter Hulényi si na tuto ka-
pitolu spomina takto: ,Zo vstupu Slovenska do OECD (december 2000) ndm
vyplynula aj uloha pomdhat rozvojovému svetu. Slovensko vsak nemalo legis-
lativny ramec, instituciondlnu bazu ani kapacity na splnenie tejto domdcej
tlohy. Pristupovy proces do EU bol uz sice v plnom prude, ale rozvojovd pomoc
nebola sucastou acquis communautaire, a preto Komisia neposkytla kandi-
ddatskym krajindm na tuto oblast ani euro.

V lete 2001 som navstivil riaditelku eurdpskej divizie kanadskej vlddnej agen-
tury pre rozvojovii spoluprdcu (CIDA) Dianne Masson-Yensen (o pdar rokov ne-
skér sa stala vedicou pobocky zastupitelského uradu Kanady v Bratislave).
Poprosil som ju o pomoc pri vytvoreni slovenskej modifikdcie CIDA. Mal som
stastie. Vedenie CIDA prave vyhlasilo siutaz o najlepsie inovativne projekty.
S pomocou konzultantov CIDA Roberta Wilesa a Huberta Simarda sme v prie-
behu niekolkych dni spisali projekt s pracovnym ndzvom SlovakAid a predlozili
do internej sutaZe CIDA.

O par mesiacov neskér ziskal tento projekt dotaciu kanadskej viady (ako jedi-
ny uréeny pre Eurdpu) vo vyske dvoch miliénov kanadskych doldarov. V ramci
projektu ma kanadskad vlada sekondovala na jeden rok a poverila implemen-
taciou projektu, takzZe po ukondéeni vyslania v Kanade sme v roku 2002 zacali
budovat na zelenej luke zaklady SlovakAid. Zaciatkom roku 2003 som bol pre-
zentovat v Ottawe prvé vysledky projektu. Vedenie CIDA projekt zaujal najmd
tym, Ze spdjal budovanie kapacit SlovakAid priamo s implementovanim spo-
lo¢nych projektov v rozvojovych krajinach, t. j.,learning by doing’.

CIDA sa rozhodla projekt rozsirit na skupinu krajin Vysehradskej stvorky plus
Esténsko, Lotyssko, Litvu a Slovinsko. Program nazvala ODACE (Official Deve-
lopment Assistance in Central Europe) a navysila rozpodet na 12 miliénov CAD
(pocas nasledujucich troch rokov ziskalo Slovensko viac ako 2/3 tychto prostried-
kov). Kanadania otvorili v Bratislave kanceldriu ODACE a vyslali do nej skiisené-
ho rozvojového diplomata a iizasného ¢loveka Davida Chaplina. Jeho pravidelné
stretnutia slovenskych rozvojovych ,stakeholderov’ TGIF (Thanks God It’s Friday)
v kanceldrii ODACE na Stefanikovej ulici sa stali legenddrnymi. Spolocné pro-
jekty SlovakAid a CIDA na Balkdne, v Strednej Azii & v Afrike boli pre slovenskii
rozvojovil pomoc prelomové a dodnes patria medzi nase najispesnejsie.
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- CIDA in the Balkans, Central Asia, and Africa have been a breakthrough for Slo-

vak development aid and are still among our most successful ones. In Brussels

for the next few years they asked us, with a bit of jealousy in their voices, why
we were building SlovakAid with the Canadians when we were joining the EU.
The answer is this succes story. On the occasion of the 10" anniversary of the
founding of SlovakAid in October 2013 David Chaplin was awarded the Gold
Plaque of the Minister of Foreign Affairs.”

Cultural Diplomacy

An important event in raising the profile of Slovakia was the organization of
an extensive exhibition entitled Modern Slovak Art, curated by prof. Ludovit
Petransky, in Montreal in June 1999. Prime Minister Chrétien and Slovak
Minister of Culture Milan Knazko visited the exhibition when it moved to

the town of Cornwall.

Several top Slovak artists performed in Canada, including: opera singer Marie
Elid8ova in Ottawa, Montreal, Hull and Toronto (May 2000), opera singer Mi-
roslav Dvorsky with the Canadian Opera Company at the O’Keefe Centre in
Toronto and in the Cathedral in Montreal (October 2000), and the perfor-
mance of the Rado$in Naive Theatre. In addition, the Slovak film The Gar-
den, in the presence of producer Martin Sulik, premiered at the first annual
festival of central European films in Ottawa (March 2000), and the paintings
Facets of Slovak Abstraction of Stanislav Stankoci, Daniel Fischer and Pavol
Hlb68ka were exhibited in Ottawa (2001).

In January 2003 State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Culture Jozsef Kvarda
opened the Month of Slovak culture in Canada. It was an important step toward
a breakthrough in the perception of Slovakia and in the redefinition of the prin-
ciples of the presentation of Slovak culture abroad. Montreal, which is known as
a cultural metropolis with prestigious festivals, was chosen as the venue.

During this period, various Canadian artists performed in Slovakia, includ-
ing composer Pierre Michaud and the premiere of Remi’s World by classical
guitarist Rémi Boucher with the Slovak Sinfonietta in Zilina (May 2002). The
permanent conductor of the Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra at this time

was a Canadian, Charles Olivieri-Munroe.
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V Bruseli sa este niekolko rokov s trochou Ziarlivosti v hlase pytali, preco bu- -

dujeme SlovakAid s Kanadanmi, ked vstupujeme do EU. Odpovedou je tento
uspesny pribeh. Pri prileZitosti desiateho vyrodia vzniku SlovakAid v oktdbri
2013 bol David Chaplin oceneny Zlatou plaketou ministra zahrani¢nych vect.”

Prezentacia Slovenska

Vyznamnym poc¢inom v zviditelneni Slovenska bolo zorganizovanie rozsiah-
lej vystavy Sti¢asné slovenské umenie, ktorej kuratorom bol prof. Ludovit Pet-
ransky. V juni 1999 ju v Montreale otvoril minister kultury Milan Knazko
a velvyslanectvo dosiahlo jej reinstalaciu v meste Cornwall, ¢o malo aj politic-
ky rozmer, pretoze si ju prezrel premiér Chrétien.

V oblasti kultirnej diplomacie pokradovala prezentacia $pickovych sloven-
skych umelcov. Ako priklad mozno uviest: vystupenia opernej spevacky Marie
Elid8ovej v Ottawe, Montreale, Hulle a Toronte (m4j 2000) a Miroslava Dvorské-
ho v kanadskej opere v Toronte a v katedrale v Montreale (oktéber 2000), vy-
stipenie Radosinského naivného divadla, premiérové uvedenie slovenského
filmu Zahrada reziséra Martina Sulika na 1. ro¢niku Festivalu stredoeurép-
skych filmov v Ottawe (marec 2000) a vystavu obrazov Facets of Slovak Abstrac-
tion Stanislava Stankociho, Daniela Fischera a Pavla Hl6sku v Ottawe (2001).

V janudri 2003 otvoril $tatny tajomnik Ministerstva kultury SR Jézsef Kvarda
Mesiac slovenskej kultiiry v Kanade. Bol to délezity krok smerom k prelomu vo
vnimani Slovenska a k redefinovaniu principov prezentacie slovenskej kultu-
ry v zahrani¢i. Za miesto konania bol zvoleny Montreal, ktory je znamy ako
kulturna metropola s prestiZznymi festivalmi.

Pocas tohto obdobia vystupili na Slovensku rézni kanadski umelci vratane
skladatela Pierra Michauda. Dalej to bola premiéra Rémiho svet v podani kla-
sického gitaristu Rémiho Bouchera so Statnym komornym orchestrom v Zili-
ne (maj 2002). Dirigentom Symfonického orchestra Slovenského rozhlasu bol
v tom ¢ase Kanadan Charles Olivieri-Munroe.
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I Siovakia Enters NATO and the EU (2004-2010)

Following the fulfillment of the demanding criteria, the Slovak Republic
entered NATO at the end of March 2004. The flag of the European Union
was raised in May 2004 in front of the chancery of the Slovak Embassy in
Ottawa, followed by a reception for representatives of the Canadian govern-
ment, the diplomatic and the expatriate communities. This was organized by
Head of Mission Stefan Rozkopal who, after the completion of the mission of
Ambassador Mikolasik in the summer of 2002, led the Slovak Embassy until
2005 as Chargé d’affaires. He was followed by Ambassador Stanislav Opiela
(2005-2010), who was intimately acquainted with Canada from his previous
diplomatic service in Ottawa.

At that time, Canada was represented by Ambassadors Bruce Jutzi (2003-2006)
and Michael Calcott (2006-2009), operating out of Prague. After the entry of

I slovensko vstupuje do NATO a EU (2004 - 2010) I

Po splneni naro¢nych kritérii vstupila koncom marca 2004 Slovenska repub-
lika do NATO. Emotivne vzty¢ovanie eurdpskej vlajky v maji 2004 pred bu-
dovou slovenskej ambasady v Ottawe a naslednu recepciu pre predstavitelov
kanadskej $tatnej spravy, diplomatickej a krajanskej komunity organizoval
Stefan Rozkopdl, ktory po ukon¢eni misie velvyslanca Mikolasika v lete roku
2002 viedol slovenskd ambasadu do roku 2005 ako chargé d’affaires. Po niom
nastapil do funkcie velvyslanec Stanislav Opiela (2005 - 2010), ktory Kanadu
doverne poznal zo svojej predchadzajicej diplomatickej sluzby v Ottawe.

Kanadu zastupovali v tomto obdobi velvyslanec Bruce Jutzi (2003 - 2006) a Mi-
chael Calcott (2006 - 2009) pdsobiaci v Prahe. Po vstupe Slovenska do EU sa po-
vysil status kancelarie velvyslanectva v Bratislave a na jej ¢elo prisiel prvy pro-
fesionalny diplomat John Broadbent (2004 - 2008) na urovni chargé d’affaires.

Slovakia into the EU, the status of the Office of the Embassy was raised in
Bratislava and was headed for the first time by a professional diplomat, John
Broadbent (2004-2008), at the level of Chargé d’affaires. His predecessors as
Head of the Office had been from CIDA.

Abolition of the visa requirement

Priorities in bilateral relations included increased efforts to abolish visa re-

quirements for citizens of Slovakia travelling to Canada. In this respect, vis- e Vzty¢ovanie vlajky Eurépskej
Unie pred budovou

its by Canadian Senate Speaker Noél Kinsella to Slovakia with a delegation ; :
slovenského velvyslanectva

in June 2007 and the visit to Bratislava of Canadian Foreign Minister Peter v Ottawe po prijati SR do EU,
MacKay in July 2007 and his talks with his Slovak colleague Minister Jan maj 2004. FOZO: Tibor Dej
Kubi$ and other senior officials were important. ® Raising the European Union

Flag in front of the Slovak
Embassy in Ottawa after the
After several years of efforts, including lobbying of Canadian officials by the Slovak Republic joined the EU, ¥F
. . . . May 2004. Photo: Tibor Dej X &
Canadian Slovak League, abolition of the visa requirement by Canada for the
Slovak Republic was eventually achieved. Then Ambassador Stanislav Opiela _
recalls: “It was absolutely unexpected. I was with my ambassadorial colleagues LR
in Quebec on an excursion organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs when

I got a call from the Ministry of Immigration to come to Toronto the next day,

»

L;-- e

i
where their minister would make an important statement. On Saturday 1 r

*
l
| [

March 2008, representatives of the Slovak, Hungarian, Polish and Lithuanian
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ambassadors met at the agreed place, and Canadian Minister of Citizenship

and Immigration Diane Finley briefly announced that Canada with immedi-
ate effect abolished the visa requirement for the citizens of these four coun-
tries to Canada. It was an unexpected and very pleasant victory and great

satisfaction.”

High Level Visits

From 26-29 November 2008, the historic first official visit of a Canadian Gov-
ernor General to Slovakia, Michaélle Jean took place. The Governor General
was accompanied by her husband Jean-Daniel Lafond, the well-known film
producer and philosopher of French origin, a delegation composed of artists,

academics, and representatives of civil society.
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e Slovensky deri v Ottawe,

august 2005. Zlava:
velvyslanec SR v Kanade
Stanislav Opiela, Andrej
Stolarik, profesor M. Mark
Stolarik, hokejova hviezda
Zdeno Chara. Foto: archiv
M. Marka Stolarika

>
Slovak Day in Ottawa,
August 2005. Left to Right:

Ambassador Stanislav Opiela,

Andrej Stoldrik, Professor

M. Mark Stoldrik, NHL hockey

star Zdeno Chdra. Photo:
archive of M. Mark Stoldrik

Velvyslanec Bruce Jutzi
(vlavo) a chargé d'affaires
Kanady John Broadbent
(vpravo) na Dni Kanady,
Bratislava 29. jina 2005.
Foto: archiv kanadskej
ambasady v Bratislave

<«
Ambassador Bruce Jutzi
(left) and Chargé d'affairs
of Canada John Broadbent
(right) during Canada Day,
Bratislava, 29 June 2005.
Photo: archive of the Office
of the Embassy
of Canada in Bratislava

ZrusSenie vizovej povinnosti

Medzi priority v bilateralnych vztahoch sa zaradilo zvySené usilie o zrusenie
vizovej povinnosti pre ob¢anov Slovenska pri ceste do Kanady. Z tohto aspek-
tu boli dolezité navstevy predsedu kanadského Senatu Noela Kinsellu s dele-
gaciou v juni 2007 a navsteva kanadského ministra zahrani¢nych veci Petra
MacKaya v juli 2007 a jeho rokovania so $é¢fom slovenskej diplomacie Jinom
KubiSom v Bratislave.

Po niekolkoro¢nom usili sa zrusenie vizovej povinnosti zo strany Kanady pre
SR nakoniec podarilo. Vtedajsi velvyslanec Stanislav Opiela na to spomina
takto: ,,Bolo to absolutne necakané. Bol som s kolegami velvyslancami v Que-
becu na exkurzii organizovanej ministerstvom zahrani¢nych vect, ked som do-
stal z ministerstva imigrdcie telefonat, aby som sa nasledujuci deri dostavil do
Toronta, kde ich ministerka urobt délezité vyhldsenie. V sobotu 1. marca 2008
sme sa zdstupcovia velvyslanectiev Slovenska, Madarska, Polska a Litvy zisli
na dohodnutom mieste a Diane Finleyovd, kanadskd ministerka ob¢ianstva
a imigrdcie, v krdtkom vystupeni ozndmila, Ze Kanada s okamZitou platnostou
rust vizovu povinnost pre obc¢anov tychto styroch krajin pri ceste do Kanady.

Bolo to ne¢akané a velmi prijemné vitazstvo a velké zadostucinenie.“
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- During her visit, the Governor General met with President of the Slovak Re- e Slovensky premiér Robert Fico (v strede) sa pocas navstevy Afganistanu v septembri
2006 stretol aj so zastupcom velitela ISAF kanadskym generalmajorom Angusom Wattom
(vpravo). Foto: Pavol Vitko

public Ivan Ga$parovi¢, visited Banska Bystrica, and took part in discussions

on the theme of Solidarity in a Global World at Comenius University in Bra- <

sl he ai f the visi 1 h rd . ® Prime Minister of Slovakia Robert Fico (center) during his visit to Afghanistan in September
tislava. The aim of the visit was to evaluate the process of democratic trans- 2006 met with the Deputy Commander of ISAF, Canadian Major-General Angus Watt (right).
formation which Slovakia underwent, to show the common historical and Photo: Pavol Vitko
cultural ties between Canada and Slovakia, highlight growing commercial ® Predseda kanadského Senatu Noél A. Kinsella (vlavo) pocas navstevy Bratislavy v juni 2007.

relations between the two countries, and recognize their joint participation V strede velvyslanec Michael Calcott a vpravo chargé d'affaires John Broadbent.
) Foto: archiv kanadskej ambasady v Bratislave
"4
e Senate Speaker Noél A. Kinsella (left) accompanied by Ambassador Michael Calcott (center)
and Chargé d‘affaires John Broadbent (right) during his visit to Bratislava, June 2007.
Photo: archive of the Office of the Embassy of Canada in Bratislava

in NATO missions, especially in reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan.

® Prezident SR Ivan Gasparovi¢ (vlavo) a generalna guvernérka Kanady Michaélle Jeanova
pocas jej oficialnej navstevy Slovenska, Bratislava november 2008. Foto: archiv TASR
v
® President of the Slovak Republic Ilvan Gasparovic (left) and Governor General of Canada
Michaélle Jean, during her official visit to Slovakia, Bratislava, November 2008.
Photo: archive of TASR
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- Visits to Canada during this period were carried out by the following rep-

resentatives of the Government of the Slovak Republic: Minister of Justice
Daniel Lip8ic (November 2005), Minister of the Environment Laszlo Miklos
(December 2005), Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights and Minorities
Dusan Caplovi¢ (October 2007), Minister of Education Jan Mikolaj (March
2009), Minister of Defence Jaroslav Baska and Chief of the General Staff
Tubomir Bulik (March 2010).

Culture and Sports

In the area of intensive contacts and cooperation with the expatriate commu-
nity during this period, the world premiere of the play by Slovak playwright
Viliam Klimadéek The Hot Summer 68 in the Toronto Slovak Theater in January
2009 was given special status. The play was commissioned by the Toronto Slo-
vak Theater (at the initiative of Reverend Toth, who acted in it), and the Slovak
Embassy was also involved in the project.
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® Generalna guvernérka

Kanady Michaélle Jeanova
na stretnuti so zastupcami
obcianskej spolo¢nosti.
Zlava: Lenka Surotchak,
Zuzana Wienk, Alena
Panikova, M. Jeanova,
Olga Gyarfasova, Grigorij
Meseznikov. Bratislava
november 2008. Foto:
Ondrej Mihal

>
Governor General of Canada
Michaélle Jean at a meeting
with representatives of civil
society. From left to right:
Lenka Surotchak, Zuzana
Wienk, Alena Pdnikovd,
M. Jean, Olga Gydrfdsovd,
Grigorij MeseZnikov
Bratislava, November 2008.
Photo: Ondrej Mihdl

Kanadsky chargé d‘affaires
Georges Lemieux (vlavo)
a kanadsko-slovensky autor
Ondrej Mihal pocas pre-
zentacie knihy Zanikajica
krdsa, Bratislava november
2008. Foto: archiv Ondreja
Mihala

<
Chargé d‘affairs of Canada
Georges Lemieux (left) and
Canadian-Slovak author
Ondrej Mihdl at Zanikajtica
krdsa book presentation,
Bratislava, November 2008.
Photo: archive of O. Mihal

Navstevy na vysokej Grovni

V drioch 26. - 29. novembra 2008 sa uskutoé¢nila historicky prva oficidlna navste-
va kanadskej hlavy statu generalnej guvernérky Michaélle Jeanovej s manze-
lom Jeanom-Danielom Lafondom, vyznamnym filmovym reZisérom a filozofom
francuzskeho povodu, na Slovensku. Generalnu guvernérku sprevadzala aj de-
legacia zlozena z umelcov, akademikov a predstavitelov obéianskej spolo¢nosti.
Pocas svojej navstevy sa generalna guvernérka stretla s prezidentom Slovenskej
republiky Ivanom GasSparovi¢om, navstivila Bansku Bystricu, zadastnila sa
na diskusii na tému Solidarita v globdlnom svete na Univerzite Komenského
v Bratislave a absolvovala podetné stretnutia s predstavitelmi ob¢ianskej spo-
lo¢nosti v Bratislave aj v Banskej Bystrici. NavSteva mala za ciel vyzdvihnut
proces demokratickych premien, ktorymi Slovensko preslo, poukazat na spo-
lo¢né historické a kulturne vizby, rasttiice obchodné vztahy a spoloé¢nu ucast
v misidch NATO, najmi pri rekonstrukénych snahach v Afganistane.
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- Canadian Slovaks also launched several television programs. The first and

longest-lasting was the Ottawa monthly Slovak Spectrum, which was launched
in 1978 and supported by Branch 63 of the Canadian Slovak League. It operates
to this day. For the first twenty years it was produced by Margita (Stolarik)
Volk; later it was produced by George Frajkor and Anne (Mader) Ladouceur.
In 1980 a group of young expatriates established a Slovak broadcast in Toronto
that could be watched throughout Canada. Reverend Toth led the broadcast

for the first five years and Katarina Homolova continued it after a pause.

Independently, or in cooperation with expatriates, the Slovak Embassy in
Ottawa organized a variety of cultural activities. For example, in 2005, there
was an exhibition of photographs by Ladislav Struhar (February) and the
screening of the documentary film Nicolas Winton: The Force of Humanity at
the 6™ annual Central European Film Festival with the participation of the
legendary Canadian journalist of Slovak origin Joe Schlesinger (March). In
May 2005, the Slovak film Angel of Mercy was screened at the first European
Film Festival in Toronto. The Slovak Folklore Group Zemplin and Sarisan
took part in the folklore festivals in Toronto and Drummondyville in June
and July. In November 2006, a unique literary program called Shalom was
prepared by Valeria Toth at the Toronto Centre for Arts. It was depicted in
a small book publication. In May 2007, Maridn LapSansky gave piano concerts
in Ottawa and Montreal, and Andrea Kolpaska and her husband Ed Ambros
exhibited their jewellery and art respectively. In March 2009, an exhibition
devoted to the hundredth anniversary of the birth of composer Eugen Suchon
was combined with a concert of young Canadian artists. A fashion show of
designer Jana Hanzelova from Ottawa took place in November of the same
year. An exhibition of photographs by Filip Kulisev was held during the Van-
couver Winter Olympics (February 2010).

Slovakia’s hockey players participated in the junior world ice hockey cham-
pionships in Ottawa (26 December 2008 to 5 January 2009) and the Vancouver
Winter Olympics in February 2010. President Ga§parovi¢, Minister of Foreign
Affairs Miroslav Laj¢dk and Minister of Education, Science, Research and
Sport JAn Mikolaj attended the Vancouver Winter Olympics.

The oratorio Terezin composed by Canadian Ruth Fazal based on stories writ-
ten by Jewish children detained in northern Bohemia from 1941-44 was per-
formed in Bratislava on March 10, 2004 with the participation of the Toronto
New Stream Children’s Choir. Folk duo Zubot and Dawson performed at the
Country Music Festival in Trnava in June 2008.
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Névstevu Kanady v hodnotenom obdobi uskutoé¢nili tito predstavitelia vlady -

SR: minister spravodlivosti Daniel Lip$ic (november 2005), minister zZivotného
prostredia Laszlé Miklos (december 2005), podpredseda vlady pre ludské pra-
va a menginy Dusan Caplovi¢ (oktéber 2007), minister §kolstva Jan Mikolaj
(marec 2009), minister obrany Jaroslav Baska a nacelnik generalneho stabu
Lubomir Bulik (marec 2010).

Kultara a sport

V oblasti intenzivnych kontaktov a spoluprac s krajanskou komunitou v tom-
to obdobi malo osobitné postavenie uvedenie svetovej premiéry divadelnej hry
slovenského dramatika Viliama Klimac¢ka Horice leto 68 v Torontskom sloven-
skom divadle v januari 2009. Hra sa zrodila na objednavku Torontského slo-
venského divadla (z iniciativy reverenda Dusana Té6tha, ktory si v nej i zahral)
a v projekte sa angazovala i slovenska ambasada.

Kanadski Slovaci tiez spustili niekolko televiznych programov. Prvym bol ottaw-
sky mesaénik Slovenské spektrum, ktory zacal s podporou pobocky 63 Kanadskej
slovenskej ligy v roku 1978 a funguje dodnes. Prvych dvadsat rokov ho produko-
vala Margita (Stolarik) Volk, neskér George Frajkor a Anne (Mader) Ladouceur.
V roku 1980 skupina mladych krajanov zalozila v Toronte Slovenské vysielanie,
ktoré bolo mozné sledovat po celej Kanade. Po¢as prvych piatich rokov viedol
vysielanie reverend Té6th a po pauze v iom pokracuje Katarina Homolova.

Slovenské velvyslanectvo v Ottawe samostatne alebo v spolupraci s krajanmi
zorganizovalo cely rad kultdrnych aktivit. Napriklad v roku 2005 to boli vy-
stava fotografii Ladislava Struhara (februar), premietnutie dokumentarneho
filmu Nicolas Winton: Sila ludskosti na 6. ro¢niku Festivalu stredoeur6pskych
filmov za ucasti legendarneho kanadského novinara slovenského pévodu
Joea Schlesingera (marec). V maji 2005 sa v Toronte uskuto¢nil 1. roénik Eurép-
skeho filmového festivalu za ucasti slovenského filmu Anjel milosrdenstva.
Na medzinarodnych folklérnych festivaloch v Toronte a Drummondville sa
zaéastnili slovenské folklérne skupiny Zemplin a Sari$an (prelom juna a jula
2005). V novembri 2006 sa v Toronto Centre for Arts realizovalo z iniciativy
Valérie Téthovej unikatne literarne pasmo Shalom. Bolo vydané i knizne. Na-
sledne sa konali koncert klaviristu Mariana LapSanského (m4j 2007, Ottawa
a Montreal), vystava krajanskych umelcov Andrey Kolpaskej - $perky - a jej
manzela Eda Ambrosa - vytvarné diela (maj 2007), médna prehliadka navr-
harky Jany Hanzelovej z Ottawy (november 2009), vystava venovana storo¢nici
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- Canadian films were often screened at film festivals in Bratislava during this

period. For example, in 2005 alone two Canadian films were screened at the
One World Film Festival (on human rights), Olivia’s Puzzle by Jason DaSilva
and Aung San Suu Kyi: The Prisoner of Rangoon by Claude Schauli. The inter-
national Francophone Film Festival of Bratislava provided a unique opportu-
nity to promote la Francophonie and to promote the Canadian film industry
in Slovakia by featuring five recent films from Quebec in 2005: 20h17, rue
Darling by B. Emond; Le bonheur c’est une chanson triste by F. Delisle; Littoral
by W. Mouawad; La face cachée de la lune by R. Lepage; and Elles étaient 5 by
G. Coté.
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e Kanadska velvyslankyna

Valerie Raymondova
odovzdala v juni 2009
poverovacie listiny
prezidentovi SR Ivanovi
Gasparovicovi (vpravo).
Foto: archiv Kancelarie
prezidenta SR

<«
Canadian Ambassador
Valerie Reymond presented
her credentials to the
President of the Slovak
Republic Ivan Gasparovic

(right) in June 2009. Photo:

archive of the Presidential
Office of the SR

narodenia skladatela Eugena Suchoria spojend s koncertom mladych ka- -

nadskych umelcov (marec 2009) a vystava fotografii Filipa Kuliseva pocas
zimnych olympijskych hier vo Vancouveri (februar 2010).

Velmi dobrou propagaciou Slovenska v Kanade boli juniorské majstrovstva
sveta v hokeji v Ottawe (26. decembra 2008 aZ 5. januara 2009) a zimné olym-
pijské hry vo Vancouveri vo februari 2010. Podujatia hier navstivili aj prezident
Gagparovi¢, minister zahrani¢nych veci Miroslav Lajéak a minister $kolstva,
vedy, vyskumu a $portu Jan Mikolaj.

Detsky chor z Toronta predstavil v Bratislave v marci 2004 Oratérium Terezin,
ktoré zlozila Kanadanka Ruth Fazalova (vychddza z pribehov Zidovskych deti
zadrziavanych v severnych Cechéach v rokoch 1941 - 1944). Folkové duo Zubot
a Dawson vystupilo v juni 2008 na country festivale v Trnave. V tomto obdobi
boli premietané na festivaloch v Bratislave viaceré kanadské filmy. Napriklad
v roku 2005 na festivale Jeden svet o ludskych pravach to boli Olivia’s Puzzle
od Jasona DaSilvu a Aung San Suu Kyi: Vizeri z Rangunu od Clauda Schaula.
Medzinarodny festival frankofénneho filmu v Bratislave poskytol jedine¢nu
prileZitost na propagaciu frankofénie a kanadského filmového priemyslu na
Slovensku. Predstavil v roku 2005 pit novych filmov z Quebecu: 20h17 rue
Darling od Bernarda Emonda, Le bonheur c’est une chanson triste od Frangoisa
Delisla, Littoral od Wajdiho Mouawada, La face cachée de la lune od Roberta
Lepaga a Elles étaient 5 od Ghyslaine Coté.

Od roku 2007 uc¢inkovala s Baletom Slovenského narodného divadla v Bratislave
kanadska baletka Ana-Sanziana Beschia.
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Il Dcvelopment and Current State

of Slovak—Canadian Relations (2010-2024)

Foreign Policy Frameworks

The country of the maple leaf is a partner and close ally of Slovakia, with
whom we share a commitment to collective defense within NATO and the
development of a strategic partnership between the EU and Canada. Both
countries have similar foreign policy orientations and similar stances on cur-

rent international issues.

From the perspective of Slovakia/EU-Canada relations, 2017 was a key year:
provisional application of the Political Agreement on Strategic Partnership
(SPA) between the EU and Canada began on April 1, and from September 21,
the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between Canada
and the EU took effect. Both agreements create a platform for further deepen-

ing of political ties and trade exchange between Slovakia and Canada under

EU - Canada Summit
Ssommet Canada - UE

Brussels Bruxelles
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e Podpis Komplexnej hospodarskej

a obchodnej dohody (CETA)
medzi Kanadou a EU a Dohody
o strategickom partnerstve
(SPA) medzi EU a Kanadou pocas
slovenského predsednictva
v Rade EU, Brusel 30. oktébra
2016. Zlava: Jean-Claude Juncker,
predseda Eurdpskej komisie;
Justin Trudeau, predseda vlady
Kanady; Donald Tusk, predseda
Eurdpskej rady; a Robert Fico,
predseda vlady SR. Foto: archiv
zasttpenia Kanady pri EU

<
Signing the Canada-EU
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) and
EU-Canada Strategic Partnership
Agreement (SPA) during the
Slovak Presidency of the Council
of the European Union, Brussels,
30 October, 2016. From left
to right: Jean-Claude Juncker,
President of the European
Commission; Justin Trudeau,
Prime Minister of Canada; Donald
Tusk, President of the European
Council and Robert Fico, Slovak
Prime Minister. Photo: archive
of the Mission of Canada to
the European Union

I 'y Vo) a suCasnost slovensko-kanadskych

vztahov (2010 — 2024)

Zahranicnopolitické ramce

Krajina javorového listu je partnerom a blizkym spojencom SR, s ktorym nas
spaja zaviazok kolektivnej obrany v ramci NATO a rozvijanie strategického
partnerstva medzi EU a Kanadou. Oba $taty maju podobnu orientaciu za-
hrani¢nej politiky a podobny postoj k aktualnym medzinarodnym otazkam.
Z pohladu vztahov SR/EU - Kanada bol rok 2017 kltt¢ovym: od 1. aprila sa zaca-
la predbezne uplatriovat politicka Dohoda o strategickom partnerstve (SPA)
medzi EU a Kanadou a od 21. septembra ekonomickd Komplexna hospodar-
ska a obchodna dohoda (CETA) medzi Kanadou a EU. Obe zmluvy vytvaraju
platformu pre dalsie prehlbovanie politickych vizieb a obchodnt vymenu
medzi SR a Kanadou pod hlavi¢kou EU. (Slovensko ako vtedajsia predsednic-
ka krajina v Rade Eur6pskej tinie zohralo délezitu ulohu konstruktivneho
honest brokera v ¢ase finalizacie rozhovorov o podpise dohod CETA a SPA.
Dohody boli nakoniec podpisané na 16. samite EU - Kanada 30. oktébra 2016
v Bruseli za u¢asti premiéra Kanady Justina Trudeaua a premiéra SR Roberta
Fica.) Dohodu CETA schvalila Narodna rada SR 25. septembra 2019 a 12. no-
vembra 2019 ju podpisala prezidentka Zuzana Caputova.

Spolupraca Slovenskej republiky s Kanadou prebieha i v rdmci NATO. Kana-
da je sucastou rotujucej vojenskej pritomnosti v Pobalti a v Loty$sku posobi
ako veduca krajina posilnenej vojenskej pritomnosti na vychodnej hranici
NATO (Enhanced Forward Presence). Na zaklade rozhodnutia vlady a parla-
mentu vyslalo Slovensko v juli 2018 do Loty$ska 152 vojakov. Pod kanadskym
velenim tam slovenski vojaci nadalej posobia. Jednotku slovenskych vojakov
pozdravil pocas navstevy LotySska v jali 2018 kanadsky premiér Justin Tru-
deau, v decembri toho istého roku prezident Andrej Kiska a v decembri 2021
prezidentka Zuzana Caputova, ktort sprevadzal minister obrany SR Jaroslav
Nad. V auguste 2022 navstivil Bratislavu kanadsky plukovnik Vince Kirstein,
velitel Task Force Latvia. Absolvoval stretnutie s nacelnikom Generalneho
$tabu Ozbrojenych sil SR a rokovania so zastupcami Strategického centra kri-
zového manazmentu a Stabu strategického pldnovania. Zudastnil sa tiez na
oslavach SNP v Banskej Bystrici.

V marci 2014 bola z iniciativy ambasady SR v Ottawe v kanadskom parlamen-
te zaloZend a zaregistrovana skupina priatelstva so SR, ktorej prvymi ¢lenmi
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- the EU’s umbrella. Slovakia, as the then-presidency country of the Council

of the European Union, played an important role as a constructive honest
broker during the finalization of the CETA and SPA negotiations. The agree-
ments were ultimately signed at the 16th EU-Canada Summit on October 30,
2016, in Brussels, attended by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and
Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico. The National Council of the Slovak Repub-
lic approved the CETA on September 25, 2019, and it was signed by President

Zuzana Caputova on November 12, 2019.

Slovakia also collaborates with Canada within NATO. Canada is part of the
rotating military presence in the Baltic States and serves as the lead nation
for the Forward Land Forces on NATO’s eastern border in Latvia. Based on
a government and parliamentary decision, Slovakia sent 152 soldiers to Latvia
in July 2018, and Slovak soldiers continue to serve there under Canadian com-
mand. During a visit to Latvia in July 2018, Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau greeted the unit of Slovak soldiers. Slovak President Andrej Kiska did
the same in December of that same year, as did President Zuzana Caputova
in December 2021, accompanied by Defense Minister Jaroslav Nad. In August
2022, Canadian Colonel Vince Kirstein, commander of Task Force Latvia, visit-
ed Bratislava. He met with the Chief of the General Staff of the Slovak Armed
Forces and held discussions with representatives of the Strategic Crisis Man-
agement Center and the Strategic Planning Staff. He also participated in the
celebrations of the Slovak National Uprising (SNP) in Banska Bystrica.

In March 2014, at the initiative of the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa, a friendship
group with Slovakia was established and registered in the Canadian Parlia-
ment. The initial members included about 30 MPs and senators. The first
chairman of the group was Corneliu Chisu, a Conservative MP of Romanian-
Hungarian-Slovak origin. Conservative MP of Slovak origin, Michelle Rempel
Garner, who has led the group since 2016, was also elected to the executive

committee.

Currently, the group has about 50 members representing major political par-
ties and both chambers of parliament. The Slovak Embassy maintains active
contacts with the members of the parliamentary group and strives to maxi-

mize their use to expand political and economic-investment ties.

Canada also cooperates with Slovakia in the V4 regional grouping. This co-
operation was formalized in 2014, at the initiative of Slovak diplomacy dur-
ing Slovakia’s presidency in the V4, into annual consultations at the level of

political directors of the foreign ministries of the V4 countries and Canada.
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e Kanadsky predseda vlady
Justin Trudeau sa stretol
so slovenskymi vojakmi
pocas navstevy kanadskej
mnohonarodnej bojovej skupiny
NATO eFP v Lotyssku, Camp
Adazi 10. jul 2018. Foto:
Anthony Laviolette

>

® The Prime Minister of Canada
Justin Trudeau meeting Slovak
troops during the visit to
Canadian-led multinational
NATO eFP Battle Group Latvig,
Camp Adazi, 10 July 2018.
Photo: Anthony Laviolette

sa stali asi 30 poslanci a senatori. Za prvého predsedu skupiny bol zvoleny
poslanec Konzervativnej strany Corneliu Chisu, ktory ma rumunsko-madar-
sko-slovensky pévod. Za ¢lenku riadiaceho vyboru bola zvolena aj konzerva-
tivna poslankyna slovenského povodu Michelle Rempelova Garnerova, ktora
skupinu vedie od roku 2016 podnes.

Skupina ma v stucasnosti okolo 50 ¢lenov zastupujtcich hlavné politické stra-
ny a obe komory parlamentu. Slovenské velvyslanectvo udrzuje s ¢lenmi par-
lamentnej skupiny zivé kontakty a usiluje sa o ich maximalne vyuzitie na
roz§irenie politickych a ekonomicko-investi¢nych vizieb.

Kanada ,objavila“ aj regionalne zoskupenie V4. V roku 2014 doslo z iniciativy
slovenskej diplomacie pocas predsednictva SR vo V4 dokonca k sformalizova-
niu tejto spoluprace v podobe pravidelnych konzulticii na trovni politickych
riaditelov rezortov diplomacie krajin V4 a Kanady, ktoré prispievali k vyme-
ne a koordinécii stanovisk k zahrani¢nopolitickej a obrannej agende.
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- This dialogue has contributed to the exchange and coordination of positions

on foreign policy and defense issues. These consultations alternate between
Ottawa and the V4 region. The last meeting took place in April 2023 in Ottawa
under the Slovak presidency of the V4, attended by Michal Pavik, the po-
litical director of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak
Republic.

Intense interpersonal ties between the two countries continue to be main-
tained by the sizable Slovak community, primarily through a wide range of
cultural and social events. In recent years, the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa,
in cooperation with the Office for Slovaks Living Abroad, has been assist-
ing several compatriot organizations through a grant mechanism funded by
government sources. The Slovak Embassy uses social networks and regular
outreach days to selected Canadian cities for contacts with compatriots and
other partners. These are regular ,consular outreach days*“—aimed at pro-
viding consular services outside the embassy’s headquarters in Canada’s vast

territory.

The Canadian Embassy in Bratislava maintains contacts with the small Cana-
dian community in Slovakia, including organizing social and cultural events.
Notable personalities include Ben Pascoe, the owner of the well-known Cafe
Next Apache restaurant in Bratislava, who works as an editor for the Eng-
lish section of Radio Slovakia International; Csaba and Suzanne Kiss, who
transformed the neglected space of the former synagogue in Samorin into
the At Home Gallery; Peter Dostal, founder of Aliter Technologies; Samuel
Abraham, rector of the Bratislava Liberal Arts College Alan Formanek, direc-
tor of the International Festival of Mountain Films in Vancouver and found-
er and director of the Bratislava festival Hory a mesto; hockey legend Peter
Stastny; Al Baranik, former MP and chairman of the Parliamentary Friend-
ship Group with Canada and the USA; Mario Radacovsky, ballet soloist and
choreographer, currently artistic director of the ballet of the National Theatre
in Brno; photographer and writer Ondrej Mihal; and Daniel Soska, manager

in the IT sector.

Within days of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the Gov-
ernment of Canada announced the Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emer-
gency Travel (CUAET), a free temporary status program for Ukrainians and
their families who were fleeing the war to come to Canada to work, study and
stay in Canada until they could safely return home. The Canadian Embassy
in Bratislava assisted hundreds of Ukrainian applicants who wished to travel

to Canada with biometric data collection.
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® Prihovor kanadskej

Konali sa striedavo v Ottawe a regiéne V4. Posledné rokovanie prebehlo v apri- -

1i 2023 v Ottawe za slovenského predsednictva vo V4 a za Slovensko sa na nom
zucdastnil politicky riaditel MZVEZ SR Michal Pavik.

Na intenzivnych medziludskych vdzbach oboch krajin sa nadalej podiela po-
¢etna slovenska komunita najmaé Sirokym spektrom kultirno-spolo¢enskych
podujati. Slovenské velvyslanectvo v Ottawe v spolupraci s Uradom pre Slo-
vakov zijucich v zahranic¢i pomaha v ostatnych rokoch viacerym krajanskym
organiziciam v ramci dota¢ného mechanizmu z vlddnych zdrojov. Pri kontak-
toch s krajanmi, ale i dal$imi partnermi vyuziva slovenska ambasada social-
ne siete, ale aj pravidelné vyjazdové dni do vybranych kanadskych miest. Ide
o pravidelné ,konzuldrne vyjazdové dni“ - sltizia na poskytovanie konzular-
nych sluzieb mimo sidla ZU na rozsiahlom teritériu Kanady.

velvyslankyne Cheryl Cruz
na podujati Zasttpenia
Eurépskej komisie na
Slovensku pri prilezitosti
2. vyrodia ruskej invazie
na Ukrajinu, 22. februar
2024. Foto: Ivan Kelement

>
Canadian Ambassador Cheryl
Cruz speaking at the event
hosted by the European
Commission’s Representation
in Slovakia to mark two
years of the war in Ukraine,
22 February 2024. Photo:
Ivan Kelement

Bratislava
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B Diplomatic Representations

Experienced diplomats represented the Slovak Republic in Canada during this
period —ambassadors Milan Kollar (2010—2014), Andrej Droba (2014 —2018),
and Vit Koziak (2018 —2023). The current ambassador, Viera Grigova, present-
ed her credentials to the Governor General of Canada, Mary Simon, on Sep-
tember 25, 2023.

Our diplomats were able to rely on a network of honorary consuls and their
consulates covering major Canadian cities and provinces: Toronto (Michael
Martincek), Montreal (Dezider Michaletz), Calgary (Ludovit Zanzotto until
2012; Richard Wolfli 2012 —-2014; Eva Hadzima, who also leads the Slovak
School in Calgary), and Vancouver (Stanislav Lisiak 1994 —2014; Pavol Hollosy).
The honorary consulate in Winnipeg operated under Jozef Kiska from 1994

and was closed in 2012.

The activities of honorary consulates are primarily focused on handling sim-
pler consular tasks, providing consular services, visa, business, and tourist
information to the broad Canadian public, developing bilateral relations
and economic cooperation between Canada and Slovakia, and engaging with

the expatriate community in the consulate’s location.
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e Cenu prezidenta Slovenskej republiky

odovzdal na filmovom festivale
Ekotopfilm 2071 veduci Kancelarie
prezidenta SR Milan Ci¢ kanadskej
chargé d‘affaires Kathy Bunkovej
za film Architekti zmien: Nic nie je
stratené reziséra Jeana Bourbonnaisa,
Bratislava oktéber 2011. Foto: TASR

<«
The Award of the President of the Slovak
Republic at the Ekotopfilm Festival
2071 was presented by the Head of the
Office of the President of the SR Milan
Ci¢ to Canadian Chargé d‘affaires Kathy

Bunka for the film Architects of Changes:

Nothing is lost by Jean Bourbonnais.
Bratislava, October 2011. Photo: TASR

Velvyslanectvo Kanady v Bratislave udrziava kontakty so zainteresovanymi -

¢lenmi malej kanadskej komunity na Slovensku vratane organizovania spolo-
¢enskych a kulturnych podujati. Medzi znamejsie osobnosti patria napriklad
majitel popularnej restauracie Cafe Next Apache v Bratislave Ben Pascoe, ktory
pracuje ako redaktor anglickej redakcie Radio Slovakia International; Csaba
a Suzanne Kissovci, ktori pretvorili zanedbany priestor byvalej synagégy v Sa-
morine na galériu At Home Gallery; Peter Dostdl, zakladatel firmy Aliter Tech-
nologies; Samuel Abraham, rektor Bratislavskej skoly liberalnych studii; Alan
Formanek, riaditel Medzinarodného festivalu horskych filmov vo Vancou-
veri a zakladatel a riaditel bratislavského festivalu Hory a mesto; hokejova
legenda Peter Stastny; Al Baranik, byvaly poslanec parlamentu a predseda
parlamentnej Skupiny priatelstva s Kanadou a USA; Mario Radacovsky, baletny
s6lista a choreograf, v su¢asnosti umelecky $éf baletu Narodného divadla Brno;
Ondrej Mihal, fotograf a spisovatel; Daniel Soska, manazér v IT sektore.

V prvych mesiacoch po zaciatku ruskej invazie na Ukrajinu vo februari 2022
Velvyslanectvo Kanady v Bratislave pomahalo stovkam ukrajinskych Ziadate-
lov, ktori mali zdujem vycestovat do Kanady, s administrativou a odovzdanim
biometrickych udajov. I8lo celkovo o viac ako 5000 ziadatelov. Dialo sa tak
na zaklade rozhodnutia kanadskej vlady, ktora prijala osobitné opatrenie na
podporu obyvatelov Ukrajiny, ktori unikali pred vojnovym konfliktom, pod
nazvom Kanadsko-ukrajinské povolenie na nudzové cestovanie (CUAET). Po-
skytovalo Ukrajincom a ich rodinnym prislu§nikom bezplatny do¢asny $ta-
tut, ktory im umoznoval pracovat, Studovat a zostat v Kanade, kym sa budu
moéct bezpeéne vratit domov.

Zastupitelské arady

Slovenskt republiku zastupovali v Kanade v tomto obdobi skiseni diplomati -
velvyslanci Milan Kollar (2010 - 2014), Andrej Droba (2014 - 2018) a Vit Koziak
(2018 - 2023). Sucasna velvyslankyra Viera Grigova odovzdala poverovacie listi-
ny do ruk generalnej guvernérky Kanady Mary Simonovej 25. septembra 2023.

Vo svojej praci sa mohli na$i diplomati opriet aj o siet honorarnych konzulov
a ich konzulatov pokryvajicich najvicsie kanadské mesta a provincie: Toronto
(Michael Martinéek), Montreal (Dezider Michaletz), Calgary (Ludovit Zanzotto
do roku 2012; Richard Wolfli 2012 - 2014; Eva Hadzima, ktora zaroven vedie
aj Slovensku 8kolu v Calgary) a Vancouver (Stanislav Lisiak 1994 - 2014; Pavol
Hollosy). Honorarny konzulat vo Winnipegu fungoval pod vedenim Jozefa
Kisku od roku 1994 a v roku 2012 bol zavrety.
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- Until 2023, Canadian ambassadors were not resident in Slovakia. Canada’s Am-
bassadors to Slovakia were resident in Prague until 2013, including Valerie
Raymond (2009-2013), at which time Canada’s were accredited to Slovakia,
including: John Barrett (2013-2014); Mark Bailey (2014-2017); Heidi A. Hulan
(2017-2022); and Troy Barry Lulashnyk (2022-2023). Canada was represented
on the ground in Slovakia by the Office of the Canadian Embassy in Bratislava.
From 2010, chargé d’affaires serving in Bratislava included Georges Lemieux
(2008 —2011), Kathy Bunka (2011—2016), John von Kaufmann (2016 —2021), and
Cheryl Cruz (from 2021 until October 2023, when she became Canada’s first

resident ambassador to Slovakia).

e Kanadska velvyslankyna
Heidi Hulanova pocas
odovzdavania poverovacich
listin prezidentovi
SR Andrejovi Kiskovi.

Foto: archiv Kancelarie

prezidenta SR
v

® Canadian Ambassador
Heidi Hulan presenting
her credentials to Slovak
President Andrej Kiska,
January 2018. Photo:
archive of the Presidential
Office of the SR
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Velvyslanec SR v Kanade Milan
Kollar (vpravo) s predsedom
kanadskej vlady Stephenom
Harperom (vlavo) na podujati
Tribute to Liberty, Toronto
30. méja 2074. Foto: archiv
Milana Kollara

A
Slovak Ambassador to Canada
Milan Kollar (right) with Prime
Minister of Canada Stephen
Harper (left) at the “Tribute to
Liberty” charitable event, Toronto,
May 30, 2074. Photo: archive
of M. Kollar

Michelle Rempelova (vlavo), po-

slankyna kanadského parlamentu

so slovenskymi korenimi, a velvy-

slanec SR v Kanade Andrej Droba

na Slovenskom dni v Miltone

nedaleko Toronta, jal 2016. Foto:

archiv Velvyslanectva SR v Ottawe
<«

Michelle Rempel (left), Member

of Parliament of Canada

with Slovak roots and Slovak

Ambassador to Canada Andrej

Droba at the Slovak Day in Milton,

near Toronto, July 2016. Photo:

archive of the Slovak Embassy

in Ottawa
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LRl Cinnost honorarnych konzulatov je zamerana predovietkym na vybavovanie
3%‘}.‘" 2 jednoduchsich konzularnych ukonov, podavanie konzuldrnych, vizovych, ob-

"'f! 3 chodnych a turistickych informacii $irokej kanadskej verejnosti, rozvoj bilate-
e *}i;‘ y ralnych vztahov a ekonomickej spoluprace medzi Kanadou a SR a na krajan-
Bl skt komunitu v sidle uradu.

Kanada nemala az do roku 2023 na Slovensku samostatné velvyslanectvo.
V roku 2013 prestala pokryvat Slovensko zo svojho velvyslanectva v Prahe

a presunula dand agendu na velvyslanectvo vo Viedni.

Y

e Velvyslanec Vit Koziak s manZelkou
Jankou na prijati u kanadského

! predsedu vlady Justina Trudeau
3 (v strede), 17. december 2019. Foto:
L. Urad kanadského predsedu vlady
v
® Ambassador Vit Koziak with his wife
® Slovensko-kanadské stretnutie Janka received by the Prime Minister
v Bratislave: Pavol Demes3 (autor), of Canada Justin Trudeau (center),
Vit Koziak (povereny velvyslanec 17 December 2019. Photo: Office
Slovenska v Kanade), M. Mark of the Prime Minister of Canada

Stolarik (profesor Ottawskej
univerzity), John von Kaufmann
(kanadsky chargé d‘affaires), Milan
Kollar (byvaly velvyslanec SR
v Kanade), jin 2018. Foto: archiv
P. Demesa
2

® Slovak-Canadian meeting in
Bratislava: Pavol Demes (author),
Vit Koziak (Ambassador Designate
of Slovakia to Canada), M. Mark
Stoldrik (professor at University
of Ottawa), John von Kaufmann
(Canadian Chargé d'affaires),
Milan Kolldr (former Slovak
Ambassador to Canada). June
2018. Photo: archive of P. Demes

e Slovensky velvyslanec Vit Koziak
pocas odovzdavania poverovacich
listin generalnej guvernérke
Kanady Payettovej, Ottawa
5. september 2018. Foto: MCpl
Matthieu Gaudreault, Rideau Hall
© 0SGG, 2018

<«

® Slovak Ambassador Vit Koziak
presenting his credentials to the
Governor General Julie Payette,
Ottawa, 5 September 2018. Photo:
MCpl Matthieu Gaudreault, Rideau
Hall © OSGG, 2018
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Canada’s decision to open an embassy in Slovakia was first announced by Ca-
nadian Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly to her Slovak counterpart Ivan Korc¢ok
in late June 2022 during the NATO summit in Madrid. The embassy was fi-
nally established on Canada Day, July 1, 2023, and President Zuzana Caputova
received the credentials of Canada’s first resident Ambassador to Slovakia,
Cheryl Cruz, on October 25, 2023. On this occasion, the president stated, ,,l am
pleased that in the year we commemorate the 30th anniversary of our mutual
diplomatic relations, Canada is opening its embassy here. I welcome this shift

in our bilateral relations, which have long been very good. “
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e Slovenska velvyslankyna
Viera Grigova pocas
odovzdavania poverovacich
listin generalnej guvernérke
Kanady Mary Simonovej,
Ottawa 25. september 2023.
Foto: doplnit

A

e Slovak Ambassador Viera
Grigovd presenting her
credentials to the Governor
General Mary Simon, Ottawa,
25 September 2023, Photo:
doplnit

e Kanadska velvyslankyna Cheryl

Cruzova pocas odovzdavania
poverovacich listin prezidentke
SR Zuzane Caputovej,
25. oktdber 2023. Foto: archiv
Kancelarie prezidenta SR

v

Canadian Ambassador

Cheryl Cruz presenting her
credentials to Slovak President
Zuzana Caputovd, 25 October
2023. Photo: archive of the
Presidential Office of the SR

Na poste velvyslanca sa v tomto obdobi postupne vystriedali: Valerie Ray- -

mondova - posobila eSte v Prahe (2009 - 2013), John Barrett (2013 - 2014),
Mark Bailey (2014 - 2017), Heidi A. Hulanova (2017 - 2022) a Troy Barry Lulash-
nyk (2022 - 2023).

Velvyslanectvo sa opieralo pri realizacii svojich aktivit na Slovensku o svoju
kancelariu v Bratislave. Vo funkcii chargé d’affaires sluzili v Bratislave od roku
2010: Georges Lemieux (2008 - 2011), Kathy Bunkova (2011 - 2016), John von
Kaufmann (2016 - 2021), Cheryl Cruzova (od 2021 do oktobra 2023, ked sa stala
prvou rezidentnou velvyslankytiou Kanady na Slovensku).
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O rozhodnuti Kanady otvorit na Slovensku velvyslanectvo informovala ako -
prva kanadska ministerka zahrani¢nych veci Mélanie Jolyova svojho sloven-
ského kolegu Ivana Kor¢oka koncom jana 2022 pocas samitu NATO v Madride.
Velvyslanectvo napokon vzniklo na Denl Kanady 1. jula 2023 a prezidentka SR
Zuzana Caputova prijala 25. oktébra 2023 poverovacie listiny od velvyslanky-

o Kanadska velvyslankytia Cheryl ~ ne Kanady na Slovensku Cheryl Cruzovej. Prezidentka pri tejto prilezitosti
Cruzova pocas stretnutia
s predsedom Narodnej rady SR
Petrom Pellegrinim, 16. januéar  lomatickych vztahov, otvdra u nds Kanada svoje velvyslanectvo. Vitam tento
2024. Foto: archiv Narodnej
rady SR

povedala: ,Tesim sa, Ze v roku, ked si pripominame 30. vyrodie vzajomnych dip-

posun v nasich bilateralnych vztahoch, ktoré su dlhodobo velmi dobré.“
v

® Canadian Ambassador Cheryl
Cruz meeting Speaker of the
National Council of the SR Peter
Pellegrini, 16 January 2024.
Photo: archive of the National
Council of the SR

e Predseda kanadskej vlady Justin
Trudeau s velvyslankynou Vierou
Grigovou, Ottawa 4. december
2023. Foto: Protocol GAC

2

® Prime Minister of Canada Justin
Trudeau with Ambassador Viera
Grigovd, Ottawa, 4 December 2023.
Photo: Protocol GAC

e Mélanie Jolyova, ministerka
zahrani¢nych veci Kanady (vlavo),
s velvyslankyriou Vierou Grigovou
na vyro¢nej diplomatickej recepcii,
Ottawa 4. december 2023. Foto:
archiv Velvyslanectva SR v Ottawe

<

® Mélanie Joly, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Canada, with
Ambassador Viera Grigovd at the
annual Diplomatic Reception,
Ottawa, 4 December 2023. Photo:
archive of the Slovak Embassy
in Ottawa

CANADA AND SLOVAKIA: THE FIRST 30+ YEARS KANADA A SLOVENSKO: PRVYCH 30+ ROKOV 87



I Visits of Political Representatives

Canadian Officials in Slovakia

During this period, the following working visits of Canadian officials to Slo-
vakia took place: The Minister of International Trade, Hon. Peter Van Loan
(July 2010), during which bilateral agreements on youth mobility and invest-

ment protection were signed; the Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Ameri-

cas and Consular Affairs), Hon. Diane Ablonczy (June 2012); the Minister of ®

Foreign Affairs, Hon. John Baird (April 2014); six members of the Canadian
Parliament, members of the EU-Canada Friendship Group (April 2016); and
the then Minister of International Trade (and current Deputy Prime Minis-
ter), Hon. Chrystia Freeland (attending a working dinner with EU economy
ministers during Slovakia’s presidency in the EU Council in September 2016,

considered significant for the subsequent signing of the CETA agreement).

The Special Envoy of the Canadian Prime Minister for the EU and Europe,
Hon. Stéphane Dion, attended the GLOBSEC Bratislava Conference in May
2017 and May 2018.

Kanadsky minister zahra-
ni¢ného obchodu Peter Van
Loan a slovensky minister
prace, socialnych veci

a rodiny Jozef Mihal podpi-
sali dohodu IEC o mobilite

mladeZe, Bratislava jul 2010.

Foto: archiv kanadského
velvyslanectva

v
Canadian Minister of Inter-
national Trade Peter Van
Loan and Slovak Minister
of Labor, Social Affaires and
Family Jozef Mihdl, signing
the IEC Youth Mobility
Agreement, Bratislava, July
2010. Photo: archive of the
Office of the Embassy of
Canada in Bratislava

® Pri prilezitosti 10. vyrocia

zaloZenia SlovakAid udelil
v oktobri 2013 minister
zahraniénych veci a eurépskych
zéaleZitosti SR Miroslav
Lajc¢ak (v strede) zlatd
plaketu Kanadanovi Davidovi
Chaplinovi (vpravo) a Slovakovi
Marianovi Cauéikovi (vlavo).
Foto: archiv Ministerstva
zahrani¢nych veci a eurépskych
zaleZitosti SR

v
On the occasion of the 10t
anniversary of the founding
of SlovakAid in October 2013,
Canadian David Chaplin (right)
and Slovak Maridn Caucik (left)
were awarded the Gold Plaque
of the Minister of Foreign and
European Affairs Miroslav
Lajédk (center). Photo: archive
of the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs

Navstevy politickych predstavitelov
Kanadski predstavitelia na Slovensku

V tomto obdobi sa uskuto¢nili nasledovné pracovné navstevy kanadskych
predstavitelov: ministra medzinarodného obchodu Kanady Petra Van Loana
(jul 2010), pocas ktorej boli podpisané bilateralne zmluvy o mobilite mladych
a o podpore a ochrane investicii; §tatnej tajomnicky ministerstva zahranic-
nych veci pre konzularne zalezitosti a panamericku spolupracu Diane Ab-
lonczyovej (jin 2012); ministra zahrani¢nych veci Johna Bairda (april 2014);
siestich poslancov kanadského parlamentu, ¢lenov parlamentnej skupiny
priatelstva EU - Kanada (april 2016); byvalej ministerky pre medzinarodny ob-
chod a $éfky diplomacie a sucasnej podpredsednicky vlady Chrystie Freelan-
dovej (1¢ast na pracovnej veceri s ministrami hospodarstva ¢lenskych krajin
EU podas predsednictva SR v Rade EU v septembri 2016. Jej navsteva v Bra-
tislave je povazovana za délezitd z hladiska dosiahnutia néaslednej dohody
o podpisani CETA.).
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- The Canadian envoy for the CETA agreement and former Minister of Foreign

Affairs and International Trade, Hon. Pierre Pettigrew, visited Bratislava in
February 2017 to discuss the CETA ratification process with Slovak officials
and members of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. He also par-
ticipated in the opening of the exhibition “Canada: Day 1” about immigrant
experiences in Canada, organized by the office of the Canadian Embassy in

Bratislava at the University Library in Bratislava.

The Deputy Speaker of the Canadian House of Commons, Bruce Stanton, vis-
ited Bratislava in May 2017 to meet with the Deputy Speaker of the National
Council of the Slovak Republic, Lucia Nicholsonova and three other MPs, fo-

cusing on the CETA agreement.

From May 31 to June 3, 2019, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly meeting took
place at Bratislava Castle, attended by a delegation from the Canadian Parlia-
ment, including Borys Wrzesnewskyj (chair), Raynell Andreychuk, Pierre-Hu-
gues Boisvenu, Jane Cordy, Joseph Day, David Christopherson, Jean Rioux,
and Brad Trost.
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e Kanadsky minister zahranic- o ’
nych veci John Baird (vlavo) AT AT LT AN -
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e Statny tajomnik Ministerstva
zahrani¢nych veci a eurépskych
zalezitosti SR lvan Korcok
(vlavo) prijal v aprili 2016
kanadskd parlamentnu
delegaciu (Canada-Europe
Parliamentary Association),
ktord viedol senator
Percy Downe. Foto: archiv
Ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci
a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR

>

e State Secretary of the Slovak
Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs Ivan Koréok
(left) received in April 2076 the
Canada-Europe Parliamentary
Association Delegation led by
Senator Percy Downe. Photo:
archive of the Ministry of Fo-
reign and European Affairs

zahrani¢nych veci a eur6p-
skych zalezitosti Miroslavom
Laj¢akom, Bratislava april
2014. Foto: archiv kanadskej
ambasady
>

® Canadian Minister of Foreign
Affairs John Baird (left)
with Slovak Minister of
Foreign and European Affairs
Miroslav Lajcdk, Bratislava,
April 2074. Photo: archive of
the Office of the Embassy of
Canada in Bratislava
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e Specialny vyslanec predsedu
vlady a byvaly minister
zahrani¢nych veci Kanady
Stéphane Dion sa zicastnil
v maji 2017 na konferencii
GLOBSEC v Bratislave.

Foto: archiv GLOBSEC
>

® Special Envoy of the Prime
Minister and Former Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Canada
Stéphane Dion took part
in the GLOBSEC Conference
in Bratislava, May 2077.
Photo: archive of GLOBSEC
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- In October 2020 and June 2021, the Canadian Minister of National Defense,

Hon. Harjit Sajjan, attended the GLOBSEC Bratislava Conference virtually
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Slovak Officials in Canada

Slovak officials also made working visits to Canada during this period. The
State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak
Republic, Peter Burian visited in May 2014, and the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of the Interior, Robert Kalinidk visited in March 2015.

In November 2018, the State Secretary of the Ministry of Defense Robert
Ondrejcsdk made a working visit to Ottawa and Halifax (International Secu-

rity Forum), where he also met with Canadian Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Peter KaZimir went on a work-

ing visit to Ottawa in February 2019, meeting with high-ranking Canadian

officials. The visit was related to Slovakia’s preparations for its first-ever presi-
dency of the OECD Council.
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e Slovensky minister obrany
Jaroslav Baska daroval
svojmu kanadskému
kolegovi Petrovi MacKayovi

dres. Kanada 3. marca 2010.

Foto: Pavol Vitko
<

e Slovak Minister of Defence
Jaroslav BaSka presenting
a jersey to his Canadian
counterpart Minister Peter
MacKay. Canada, 3 March
2010. Photo: Pavol Vitko

Osobitny vyslanec kanadského predsedu vlady pre EU a Eurépu Stéphan Dion -

sa v mdji 2017 a v maji 2018 zucastnil na bratislavskej konferencii GLOBSEC.

Kanadsky vyslanec pre dohodu CETA Pierre Pettigrew, byvaly minister za-
hrani¢nych veci a medzinarodného obchodu, navstivil Bratislavu vo februari
2017 s cielom diskutovat o procese ratifikdacie dohody CETA so slovenskymi
predstavitelmi a poslancami NR SR a zacastnil sa na otvoreni vystavy Kanada:
Deri 1 o sktisenostiach pristahovalcov do Kanady v Univerzitnej kniznici v Bra-
tislave, ktoru zorganizovala Kancelaria velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave.

Podpredseda kanadskej Dolnej snemovne Bruce Stanton navstivil Bratislavu
v maji 2017, aby sa stretol s podpredsedni¢kou NR SR Luciou Nicholsonovou
a dal§imi troma poslancami (ich diskusia sa sustredila na dohodu CETA).

V drioch 31. maja az 3. juna 2019 sa na Bratislavskom hrade konalo rokovanie
Parlamentného zhromazdenia NATO, na ktorom sa zucastnila aj delegacia
z kanadského parlamentu v tomto zloZeni: Borys Wrzesnewskyj (predseda),
Raynell Andreychuk, Pierre-Hugues Boisvenu, Jane Cordy, Joseph Day, David
Christopherson, Jean Rioux a Brad Trost.

V oktobri 2020 a v juni 2021 sa minister obrany Kanady Harjit Sajjan ztucast-
nil na bratislavskej konferencii GLOBSEC. Vzhladom na obdobie pandémie
COVID-19 boli obe tcasti virtualne.

Slovenski predstavitelia v Kanade

Pracovnu navstevu Kanady uskuto¢nili v maji 2014 $tatny tajomnik MZVEZ SR
Peter Burian a v marci 2015 podpredseda vlady a minister vnutra SR Robert
Kalinak.

V novembri 2018 uskutoénil pracovna navstevu v Ottawe a Halifaxe (medzi-
narodné bezpe¢nostné férum) Statny tajomnik Ministerstva obrany SR Rébert
Ondrejcsak, v ramci ktorej sa stretol aj s ministrom obrany Harjitom Sajjanom.

Podpredseda vlady a minister financii SR Peter KaZimir bol vo februari 2019
na pracovnej ceste v Ottawe, kde sa stretol s vysokymi predstavitelmi kanad-
skej vlady. Navsteva sa tykala pripravy SR na jej historicky prvé predsednictvo
v Rade OECD.
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- The State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, Lukas

Parizek attended the international conference on reforms in Ukraine in To-

ronto in July 2019.

President Zuzana Caputovd made a state visit to Canada from January 29 to
31, 2024, at the invitation of Governor General Mary Simon. This was the high-
est protocol form of visit that Canada organizes once or twice a year (the last
official visit of a Slovak head of state to Canada was nearly 22 years prior by
President Rudolf Schuster in June 2002). The main topics addressed during
the state visit were bilateral relations and deepening economic cooperation
between the two countries. President Caputova was accompanied by the State
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs Rastislav Chovanec,
the State Secretary of the Ministry of Economy Vladimir Simondk, the Direc-
tor General of the Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency (SARIO)

Robert Simon¢i¢, and a large business delegation.

The presidential visit began with a ceremonial welcome at Rideau Hall, in-
cluding speeches. Due to Governor General Mary Simon’s illness, President
Caputova was hosted by the Hon. Andromache Karakatsanis, Justice of the
Supreme Court of Canada. As part of the ceremonies, President Caputova
was invited to symbolically plant a tree in the grounds of Rideau Hall. Dur-
ing a lunch reception at the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa, the president ad-
dressed 150 guests—compatriots from Ottawa and Montreal, and members
of the Canada-Slovakia Parliamentary Friendship Group, including its chair

Michelle Rempel Garner.

The afternoon program for the state visit continued with an official welcome
ceremony at the Canadian Parliament, attended by the Speakers of the Sen-
ate and House of Commons, as well as Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. This
was followed by a meeting between the President and the Prime Minister,
attended by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Hon. Chrystia
Freeland, and the Minister of Defense, Hon. Bill Blair. The leaders were able
to dicuss the deepening of bilateral relations as well as world affairs. Presi-
dent Caputové highlighted that Canada was the first country to ratify Slova-
kia’s NATO membership, and today Slovak soldiers serve alongside Canadian
forces in NATO’s enhanced forward presence in Latvia. Both countries strive
to help Ukraine in its conflict with Russia. Canada is also an important trade
partner for Slovakia. The president emphasized opportunities in energy, cli-
mate protection, green technologies, biotechnology, and the IT sector. The
last official event at Parliament was a meeting with the Speaker of the House

of Commons, Greg Fergus.

94 CANADA AND SLOVAKIA: THE FIRST 30+ YEARS

Statny tajomnik MZVEZ SR Lukas Parizek sa v juli 2019 zuéastnil v Toronte na -

medzinarodnej konferencii o reformach na Ukrajine.

Prezidentka Zuzana Caputova uskutoé¢nila v dtioch 29. - 31. januara 2024 $tat-
nu navtevu Kanady na pozvanie jej generalnej guvernérky Mary Simonovej.
I8lo o protokolarne najvy$siu formu navstevy so v8etkymi poctami, ktoru
Kanada organizuje jeden-dvakrat do roka (oficidlna navsteva slovenskej hla-
vy §tatu v Kanade sa uskutoénila pred takmer 22 rokmi: prezident Rudolf
Schuster v juni 2002). Jej hlavnymi témami boli bilateradlne vztahy a prehi-
benie ekonomickej spoluprace medzi oboma krajinami. Prezidentku podas
cesty sprevadzali $tatny tajomnik MZVEZ SR Rastislav Chovanec, $tatny ta-
jomnik Ministerstva hospodérstva SR Vladimir Simonak, generalny riaditel
Slovenskej agenttiry pre rozvoj investicii a obchodu (SARTO) Robert Simon¢ic¢,
ako aj pocetna podnikatelska delegacia.

Prezidentka na tvod absolvovala slavnostny uvitaci ceremonidl pred Rideau
Hall spojeny s prihovormi. Z dévodu ochorenia generalnej guvernérky Mary
Simonovej na COVID-19 tesne pred navstevou rokovala so zastupkytiou ge-
neralnej guvernérky Kanady Andromache Karakatsanisovou, sudkyriou Naj-
vysSieho sidu Kanady, a symbolicky zasadila strom v parku pri Rideau Hall.
Pocas obednajsej recepcie na Velvyslanectve SR v Ottawe sa prezidentka pri-
hovorila 150 hostom - krajanom z Ottawy a Montrealu, ako aj ¢lenom Kanad-
sko-slovenskej parlamentnej skupiny priatelstva vratane jej predsednicky
Michelle Rempelovej Garnerove;j.

Popoludnajsi program pokracoval oficidlnym uvitacim ceremonialom na
pdde kanadského parlamentu, na ktorom boli pritomni predsedovia oboch
jeho komor a predseda vlady Justin Trudeau. Nasledne prebehlo rokovanie
prezidentky s premiérom, na ktorom sa zui¢astnili aj podpredsednicka vla-
dy a ministerka financii Chrystia Freelandova a minister obrany Bill Blair, pri-
¢om diskutovali najmi o prehibeni bilateralnych vztahov. Prezidentka zdéraz-
nila, Ze Kanada bola v6bec prvou krajinou, ktora ratifikovala vstup Slovenska
do NATO, a dnes nasi vojaci spolo¢ne pésobia v ramci posilnenej predsunutej
pritomnosti NATO v Loty$sku. Obe krajiny sa snazia pomdahat Ukrajine napad-
nutej Ruskom. Kanada je pre Slovensko aj délezitym obchodnym partnerom.
Prezidentka poukazala na prilezitosti najmé v energetike, ochrane klimy a ze-
lenych technologiach, ale tiez v biotechnoldgiach alebo IT oblasti. Poslednym
bodom oficidlneho programu v parlamente bolo stretnutie s predsedom jeho
Dolnej snemovne Gregom Fergusom.
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e Slovensk( prezidentku
Zuzanu Caputovd s partnerom
Jurajom Rizmanom privitala
v sidle guvernérky Rideau
Hall zastupkyna generalnej
guvernérky a sudkyna
Najvyssieho stidu Kanady
Andromache Karakatsanisova
(vpravo), Ottawa 30. januar
2024. Foto: Marian Garaj,
Kancelaria prezidenta SR

<
Slovak President Zuzana
Caputovd, with her partner
Juraj Rizman, being welcomed
at the governor’s residence
Rideau Hall by the Deputy
Governor General and
Judge of the Supreme Court
of Canada Andromache
Karakatsanis (right), Ottawa,
30 January 2024. Photo:
Maridn Garaj, the Presidential
Office of the SR

e Kanadsky predseda vlady
Justin Trudeau prijal
30. januara 2024 v Ottawe
prezidentku SR Zuzanu
Caputovii. Foto: Marian Garaj,
Kancelaria prezidenta SR

>

The Prime Minister of Canada
Justin Trudeau receiving Slovak
President Zuzana Caputovd
on 30 January 2024 in Ottawa.
Photo: Maridn Garaj, the
Presidential Office of the SR
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- The first day of the visit concluded with a state dinner for over 100 guests, in-

cluding Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, several Cabinet Ministers, members
of parliament, and numerous figures from Canadian political and social life,

as well as many Slovak compatriots.

The President’s program continued on January 31, 2024, in Toronto, where
she, along with Ontario’s Minister of Small Business Hon. Nina Tangri, opened

the largest Slovak-Canadian business forum in history.

After the business event, President Caputova had a rich and warm program
with the compatriot community, attending a mass at the Church of Saints
Cyril and Methodius in Mississauga and meeting with about 250 compatriots

from the Greater Toronto area.

Following the successful state visit to Canada, President Zuzana Caputova
spoke on February 29 with Governor General Mary Simon about deepening
cooperation between Slovakia and Canada in areas of common values and
interests, including the economic and energy sectors and continued defense
cooperation. The heads of state also discussed enhancing dialogue and ex-
changing experiences in the protection of the rule of law and the elimina-
tion of gender-based violence, including its online forms. Both leaders ac-
knowledged the challenge of online hate against women and minorities,
which aims to silence and exclude them from public space, a problem faced
by both Slovakia and Canada. They agreed that it is critical for democracies
to find ways to counter the spread of hate so that both men and women can

engage freely and actively in public life.

https;/www.facebook.com/photo/?thid=953051596178210&set=a.407682584048450

President Caputova then addressed a Symposium: Building a Safe and Respect-
ful Digital World, organized online in April 2024 by the Governor General.
The goal of this event was to raise awareness of the impacts of online abuse,
to build networks of resilience, and to foster collaborative solutions. Presi-
dent Caputova’s powerful words reminded us that voices hold the power to
drive positive change. By speaking out against online abuse, it is possible to

pave the way for a more respectful digital world.

https:/www.facebook.com/GovernorGeneralCanada/videos/955977195926449

98 CANADA AND SLOVAKIA: THE FIRST 30+ YEARS

Prvy den navstevy vyvrcholil $tatnou vecerou pre viac ako 100 hosti, na ktorej
sa zulastnili aj premiér Justin Trudeau, viaceri ministri, poslanci kanadské-
ho parlamentu a desiatky dal$ich osobnosti kanadského politického a spolo-
¢enského zivota a tiez mnoho slovenskych krajanov.

Program hlavy $tatu pokracoval 31. januara 2024 v Toronte, kde prezidentka
spolo¢ne s ministerkou pre malé a stredné podnikanie provincie Ontario Ni-
nou Tangriovou otvorili historicky najvi¢sie slovensko-kanadské podnikatel-

ské férum (pozri nizsie).

Néasledne mala prezidentka Caputovd bohaty a srde¢ny program s krajan-
skou komunitou: zadastnila sa na omsi v Kostole svitych Cyrila a Metoda
v Mississauge a potom absolvovala stretnutie s asi 250 krajanmi z oblasti $ir-
gieho Toronta (pozri nizsie).

Prezidentka Zuzana Caputovd po tspesnej tatnej navsteve Kanady hovo-
rila 29. februara s generalnou guvernérkou Mary Simonovou o prehibeni
spoluprace medzi Slovenskom a Kanadou v oblastiach spolo¢nych hodnét
a zdujmov vratane ekonomického a energetického sektora a o pokradujucej
obrannej spolupraci. Hlavy statov diskutovali aj o posilneni dialégu a vymene
sktsenosti v oblasti ochrany pravneho $tatu a odstratiovania rodovo podmie-
neného nasilia vratane jeho online foriem. Obe liderky vyzdvihli ako vyzvu
online nendvist vo¢i Zenam a men§inam, ktorej cielom je umléat a vyluéit ich
z verejného priestoru. Tomuto problému ¢elia Slovensko aj Kanada. Zhodli
sa, Ze pre demokracie je nevyhnutné najst spésoby, ako &elit $ireniu nenavis-
ti, aby sa muZi aj Zeny mohli slobodne a aktivne zapajat do verejného zivota.

Prezidentka Caputova nasledne vystupila na online sympéziu Budovanie bez-
pec¢ného a respektujuceho digitdlneho sveta, ktoré v aprili 2024 zorganizovala
generalna guvernérka. Cielom tohto podujatia bolo zvysit povedomie o dosa-
hoch zneuzivania online prostredia, budovanie odolnosti a podpora rieseni
zalozenych na spolupréaci. Vystipenie prezidentky Caputovej pripomenulo,
ze hlasy maju silu viest k pozitivnej zmene. Postavenim sa proti zneuzivaniu

v online prostredi je mozné pripravit pddu pre re$pektujicejsi digitalny svet.
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I Economic Cooperation

A significant driver for the continued growth of mutual trade is the Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between Canada and the Eu-
ropean Union signed on 30 October 2016. Its provisional application started
on 21 September 2017, removing import duties on 98% of items traded be-
tween the EU and Canada.

In 2023, Canada ranked 38th in imports and 24th in exports for Slovakia.
About 190 Slovak companies export to Canada (80% of which are small and

medium-sized enterprises).

Slovakia’s trade balance with Canada has long been positive, with total trade
turnover increasing by one-half from EUR 3,817 million in 2017 to EUR
5,805 million in 2023. This increase was largely driven by a more than 100%
rise in Canadian imports, mainly due to increased deliveries of Canadian coal

and briquettes.
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e Kanadsky minister

zahrani¢nych veci John
Baird (v strede) sprevadzany
generalnym riaditelom
Velislavom Bakardjievom
(vlavo) a velvyslancom
Markom Baileym (vpravo)
navstivil spolo¢nost
Martinrea vo Svatom Jure,
april 2014. Foto: archiv
Velvyslanectva Kanady
v Bratislave

<«
Canadian Minister of Foreign
Affairs John Baird (centre)
accompanied by Managing
Director Velislav Bakardjiev
(left) and Ambassador
Mark Bailey (right) visiting
Martinrea Company in Svéty
Jur, April 2074. Photo: archive
of the Office of the Embassy
of Canada in Bratislava

Hospodarska spolupraca

Doélezity impulz pre pokradujuci rast vzajomného obchodu predstavuje Kom-
plexna hospodarska a obchodna dohoda (CETA) medzi Kanadou a Eur6pskou
uiniou, podla ktorej sa na zaklade predbezného uplatiiovania v septembri 2017
odstranili dovozné cld na 98 % poloziek obchodovanych medzi EU a Kanadou.

Kanada bola v roku 2023 pre SR celkovo na 38. mieste pri dovoze a 24. mieste
pri vyvoze. Do Kanady exportuje zhruba 190 firiem zo SR (80 % predstavuji
malé a stredné firmy).

Obchodna bilancia SR s Kanadou je dlhodobo aktivna a celkovy obrat vzajom-
ného obchodu sa v obdobi rokov 2017 - 2023 zvysil o polovicu z 381,7 mil. EUR
na 580,5 mil. EUR. Tento narast bol do velkej miery spésobeny kanadskym
importom, zvySenym o viac ako 100 % najmi v désledku zvySenych dodavok

kanadského uhlia a brikiet.

V roku 2018 prvykrat prekonal slovensky export do Kanady hodnotu viac ako
300 mil. EUR. Pandémia COVID-19 ovplyvnila vysledky zahrani¢ného obcho-
du medzi Kanadou a SR, kedZe bol evidovany pokles importovanych komodit
do SR 0 20 % v roku 2020, ale na druhej strane export zo SR do Kanady rastol
stabilne o 10 az 13 %.

Po pandémii sa situdcia pre slovenskych exportérov zlepsila, export postupne
rastol a v roku 2023 dosiahol slovensky export do Kanady hodnotu 424,9 mil. EUR.

Komoditna $truktara obchodnej vymeny medzi Kanadou a Slovenskom je
zo strany slovenského exportu tradi¢ne tvorend vyrobkami automobilového
priemyslu (75 %), av8ak niekolkonasobny narast dosiahli dalsie polozky ako
pneumatiky alebo prevodové hriadele. V priemere mozno pozorovat narast
zodpovedajuci celkovému narastu slovenského exportu do Kanady (okolo 10 %)
aj pri dalsich komoditach od polnohospodarskych strojov cez zdvihacie za-
riadenia aZ po obuv.

Import z Kanady na Slovensko je tvoreny najmé komoditami nerastnych su-
rovin s dominanciou uhlia a brikiet (65 %). AvSak aktualne bol zaznamenany
aj dovoz ferozliatiny a bezprecedentny narast importu automobilovych su-
¢iastok. V rdmci ostatnych sektorov ma Kanada silny farmaceuticky priemy-
sel, ktory sa prejavuje aj pri exporte na Slovensko.

Spolo¢nost Martinrea International otvorila v Jure pri Bratislave zavod na vy-

robu komponentov pre automobilovy priemysel (Martinrea Slovakia Fluid
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- In 2018, Slovak exports to Canada exceeded EUR 300 million for the first time.

The COVID-19 pandemic affected foreign trade results between Canada and
Slovakia, with a 20% decrease in imported commodities to Slovakia in 2020,
but Slovak exports to Canada grew steadily by 10 to 13%.

After the pandemic, the situation improved for Slovak exporters, with exports
gradually increasing, reaching EUR 424.9 million in 2023.

The bulk of trade between Canada and Slovakia is traditionally dominated by
automotive industry products (75%) on the Slovak export side. However, there
was significant growth in other items such as tires and transmission shifts.
On average, other products, from agricultural machinery to lifting equip-
ment or footwear, saw growth corresponding to the overall increase in Slovak
exports to Canada (about 10%).

Imports from Canada to Slovakia are mainly composed of mineral raw ma-
terials, dominated by coal and briquettes (65%). However, there has also been
an unprecedented increase in imports of ferroalloys and automotive parts.
In other sectors, Canada has a strong pharmaceutical industry, which is also
reflected in its exports to Slovakia.

Martinrea International opened a plant in Jur pri Bratislave for the produc-
tion of automotive components (Martinrea Slovakia Fluid Systems). Other
Canadian investors in Slovakia include Colliers (real estate), Magna Slovteca
in Nové Mesto nad Vdhom (manufacturing mirrors and plastic parts for the
automotive industry), Magna Exteriors and Interiors in Trnava (manufactur-
ing leather interiors for the automotive industry —Porsche, BMW, Mercedes)
and two Magna facilities in eastern Slovakia’s Kechnec industrial park: Magna
Powertrain PT (manufacturing gearboxes for various car producers) and Mag-
na Electronics (producing advanced cameras and electronics for inverters).
Canadian companies operating in Slovakia also include CGI (ICT), Colonnade
Insurance (financial services), Windsor Machines (automotive parts) and
IKO (roof tile manufacturer). There are estimated close to 1,500 Slovaks em-

ployed directly by companies with connections to Canada.

Slovak company ESET opened two branches in Canada: An R & D center in
Montreal in 2012 (celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2022 with the Slovak em-
bassy) and another in Toronto in 2016. Slovak company Aliter Technologies
(ICT specializing in communication technologies) has a representation in
Toronto. In 2018, Slovak company Sygic opened a branch in Toronto. In 2023,
Slovak group Heneken acquired a magnesium recycling factory in Montreal,
Canada. The MTR —Magnesium Technologies Recycles plant recycles magne-

sium scrap from foundries.
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e Ministerka zahrani¢ného obchodu

(neskér ministerka zahrani¢nych
veci) Chrystia Freelandova sa stretla
v septembri 2016 v Bratislave so
slovenskym ministrom hospodarstva
Petrom Zigom. Foto: archiv
Velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave
>
Minister of International Trade
(subsequently Minister of Foreign
Affairs) Chrystia Freeland met with
Slovak Minister of Economy Peter
Ziga, Bratislava, September 2016.
Photo: archive of the Office of the
Embassy of Canada in Bratislava

Systems). Dal$imi kanadskymi investormi v SR su Colliers (real estate), Magna -

Slovteca v Novom Meste nad Vahom (vyroba zrkadiel a plastovych ¢asti pre
automobilovy priemysel), Magna Exteriors and Interiors v Trnave (vyroba
kozenych interiérov pre automobilovy priemysel - Porsche, BMW, Mercedes)
a dva zavody koncernu Magna sidliace v priemyselnom parku v Kechneci pri
Kosiciach: Magna Powertrain PT (vyroba prevodoviek pre rézne automobilky)
a Magna Electronics (technolégie pre automatizované riadenie na zabezpece-
nie konektivity a elektrifikdciu vozidiel). Medzi kanadské spolo¢nosti posobia-
ce na Slovensku patria tiez CGI (IKT), Colonnade Insurance (finan¢né sluzby),
Windsor Machines (automobilové diely) a IKO (vyrobca stresnych gkridiel).
Odhaduje sa, ze v spolo¢nostiach s prepojenim na Kanadu je priamo zamest-
nanych takmer 1500 Slovakov.

Slovenska spolo¢nost ESET otvorila v Kanade dve pobocky, v Montreale (R & D
centrum) v roku 2012 (10. vyrocie firma oslavila v jeho priestoroch spolo¢ne
so slovenskym velvyslanectvom) a v Toronte v roku 2016. Slovenska spolo¢-
nost Aliter Technologies (IKT so $pecializaciou na komunikaé¢né technologie)
ma zastupenie v Toronte. V roku 2018 otvorila svoje zastipenie v Toronte spo-
lo¢nost Sygic. V roku 2023 kupila slovenska skupina Heneken fabriku na re-
cyklaciu horéika v kanadskom Montreale. Vyrobny zavod MTR - Magnesium
Technologies Recycles - recykluje hor¢ikovy Srot zo zlievarni.

KANADA A SLOVENSKO: PRVYCH 30+ ROKOV 103



I Events Organized Between Slovakia and Canada

Economic diplomacy is a crucial part of the Slovak Embassy’s activities in
Canada. Besides individual events, joint presentations in the V4 format have
proven successful. In November 2018, during Slovakia’s presidency of the V4,
the Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with SARIO, organized a seminar titled
“Partnership for Innovation.” Slovak companies ESET and NG Aviation par-
ticipated.

The Slovak Embassy continued in 2019 to present the potential of the Slovak
innovative ecosystem, including ensuring Slovakia’s participation in the
fastest-growing technology conference in North America—Collision 2019 in
Toronto.

In 2022, based on the initiative of the Slovak Embassy, more than 30 Slovak
startups and technology companies were contacted to participate and pres-
ent at the Collision 2022 technology conference. Slovak software company

Sudolabs, based in KoSice, successfully participated.

In May 2023, as part of Slovakia’s V4 presidency activities, the Slovak Embas-
sy, in cooperation with the Canadian Space Agency, organized a presentation
of the space industry of the V4 countries and cooperation opportunities with
Canada. The presentation took place at the agency’s premises near Montreal.
The Canadian Embassy in Slovakia has been actively supporting economic
and commercial interactions over the past five years, providing essential
services to Canadian companies in the Slovak market. The Embassy’s trade
program engages with Slovak authorities and the business community to
promote business opportunities, leveraging the CETA agreement, which has
significantly increased bilateral commerce, highlighted by high-level advoca-
cy activities organized by the Embassy, culminating in Slovakia’s ratification
of CETA at the end of 2019.

The Embassy has also promoted Canadian education and business oppor-
tunities through various initiatives. For instance, in 2019 it supported the
“Study, Work and Live in Canada” Road Show in Slovak cities and participated
repeatedly in local study fairs to promote studying in Canada. Additionally,
the Embassy has increased the promotion of Cleantech business opportuni-
ties over the past five years through a two-pronged approach: raising aware-
ness among decision-makers about Canadian capabilities and conducting
specific technical outreach to targeted groups, including companies in waste
management, hydrogen, energy, and water and wastewater sectors. Given

Canada’s position as a top-tier nuclear energy country, Ambassador Cruz has
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Podujatia realizované medzi Slovenskom a Kanadou

Ekonomicka diplomacia je délezitou sucastou ¢innosti slovenského velvysla-
nectva v Kanade. Okrem samostatnych podujati sa osved¢ili spolo¢né prezen-
tacie vo formate V4. Slovenské velvyslanectvo takto v spolupraci so SARIO-m
zorganizovalo v novembri 2018 v ramci predsednictva SR vo V4 seminar Part-
nerstvo pre inovdacie/Partnership for innovation. Zucastnili sa na fiom aj slo-
venské firmy ESET a NG Aviation.

Velvyslanectvo SR v roku 2019 pokrac¢ovalo v prezentacii potencialu sloven-
ského inovativneho ekosystému vratane zaistenia slovenskej i¢asti na naj-
rychlejsie rastucej technologickej konferencii v Severnej Amerike - Collision
2019 v Toronte.

V roku 2022 bolo na zaklade iniciativy slovenského velvyslanectva oslovenych
viac ako 30 slovenskych startupov a technologickych spolo¢nosti, ktoré mali
mozZnost zudastnit sa a odprezentovat na technologickej konferencii Collision
2022. Podarilo sa zabezpetit ucast slovenskej softvérovej spolo¢nosti Sudolabs
so sidlom v Kosiciach.

V maji 2023 v ramci aktivit predsednictva SR vo V4 slovenské velvyslanectvo
zorganizovalo v spolupraci s Kanadskou vesmirnou agenturou prezenta-
ciu vesmirneho priemyslu krajin V4 a moznosti na kooperaciu s Kanadou.
Prezentacia sa konala priamo v priestoroch agentury, ktora sidli nedaleko
Montrealu.

Kanadské velvyslanectvo na Slovensku aktivne podporuje ekonomické a ob-
chodné interakcie a poskytuje kanadskym spolo¢nostiam na slovenskom trhu
zdkladné sluzby. Obchodny program velvyslanectva sa zapaja do spoluprace
so slovenskymi tiradmi a podnikatelskou komunitou s cielom propagovat
obchodné prilezitosti, pricom vyuziva dohodu CETA, ktora vyrazne zvysila
bilateralny obchod, zvyrazneny aktivitami na vysokej irovni organizovanymi
velvyslanectvom, ktoré vyvrcholili ratifikdciou CETA zo strany Slovenska na
konci roku 2019.

Velvyslanectvo tieZ napoméha e-vzdeldvanie v Kanade a dal$ie obchodné pri-
lezitosti prostrednictvom réznych iniciativ. Napriklad v roku 2019 podporilo
v slovenskych mestach Road Show Studuwj, pracuj a Zi v Kanade a opakovane sa
zicastnilo na miestnych Studijnych veltrhoch na podporu $tudia v Kanade.
Velvyslanectvo okrem toho za poslednych pit rokov zvysilo propagaciu obchod-
nych prileZitosti v oblasti Cleantech prostrednictvom dvojakého pristupu:
zvySovanim povedomia o kanadskych kapacitach medzi tymi, ¢o rozhoduju
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- also engaged with government and Slovak nuclear energy industry execu-

tives from JAVYS, JESS, and Slovenské elektrarne to explore possibilities for
further Canadian-Slovak cooperation in the sector, including potential for
small modular reactors (SMRs), aligning with both countries’ interest in ad-

vancing clean energy production.

With strong support from the embassy, innovative Canadian technologies
are entering the Slovak market to address challenges in the green transition
of the Slovak economy, particularly in waste-to-energy, waste-to-biofuels, hy-
drogen, and energy efficiency. In waste-to-energy, Veolia Energia Slovakia, a. s.
has selected Nexterra Systems Corp. from Vancouver to supply waste gasifica-
tion technology for producing electricity or hydrogen. For waste-to-biofuels,
the Slovak biofuels producer Envien Group is preparing a project to convert
municipal waste into bioethanol using waste gasification technology from
Montreal-based Enerkem. In the hydrogen sector, Mobility & Innovation Pro-
duction (MIP) in Slovakia has launched a prototype hydrogen-powered bus,
utilizing hydrogen fuel cell units made by LOOP Energy Inc. from Burnaby,
British Columbia. Additionally, Vancouver’s Ballard Power Systems is sup-
plying hydrogen fuel cells to the Slovak company Rosero-P for their hydro-
gen-powered buses. In energy efficiency, Corinex Corp. from Vancouver and
Slovakia-based Corinex Communications are collaborating to enable decar-
bonization through optimized and self-regulating electric energy systems.
Furthermore, the embassy promotes diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI)
in the business sector. In November 2022, the embassy officially joined the
Diversity Charter Slovakia initiative run by Pontis Foundation. Signatories
of this initiative aim to contribute to quality interpersonal work relation-
ships to create a culture of mutual respect, trust, and inclusion, and are
committed to integrating the principles of diversity and inclusion into their
business strategies and their decision-making processes on all management
levels of their organizations. The embassy also supported the participation
of Slovak businesses in Canada’s first-ever LGBTQ+ Chamber of Commerce
(CGLCC) trade mission to Vienna in March 2023 which provided a unique op-
portunity to learn about supplier diversity and access a network of certified
Canadian LGBTQ+ businesses.

Active promotion of DEI and inclusive growth in the business sector by the
embassy inspired a new initiative led by the Kosice Regional Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SOPK) called The Role of Women in the 21 Century,
which aims to create a reinvigorated community in eastern Slovakia around
women’s empowerment and equality, especially in the business arena. The
SOPK launched the initiative on May 30, 2024 at an event in Kosice attended
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(decision-makers), a oslovovanim cielovych skupin vratane spolo¢nosti v sek- -

tore odpadového hospodarstva, vodika, energetiky, vody a odpadovych vod.

Vzhladom na poziciu Kanady ako krajiny s najvy$Sou tiroviiou jadrovej energe-
tiky sa velvyslankynia Cruzova tiez spojila s vladnymi a slovenskymi predsta-
vitelmi jadrovej energetiky zo spolo¢nosti JAVYS, JESS a Slovenskych elektrar-
ni, aby preskumali moznosti dal$ej kanadsko-slovenskej spoluprace v tomto
sektore vratane potencidlu malych modularnych reaktorov (SMR), ¢o je v sa-
lade so zaujmom oboch krajin napredovat vo vyrobe ¢istej energie.

So silnou podporou velvyslanectva vstupuju na slovensky trh inovativne ka-
nadské technolégie s cielom riesit vyzvy v rdmci zelenej transformacie slo-
venskej ekonomiky, a to najmi v oblasti energetiky odpadu, biopaliv, vodika
a energetickej efektivnosti. V energetike odpadu Veolia Energia Slovakia, a. s.,
si vybrala Nexterra Systems Corp. z Vancouveru, aby dodala technolégiu sply-
novania odpadu na vyrobu elektriny alebo vodika. Pre spracovanie odpadu
na biopaliva pripravuje slovensky vyrobca biopaliv Envien Group projekt
premeny komunalneho odpadu na bioetanol technolégiou splyrovania od-
padu z montrealskej spolo¢nosti Enerkem. V sektore vodika spolo¢nost Mo-
bility & Innovation Production (MIP) na Slovensku uviedla na trh prototyp
autobusu na vodikovy pohon vyuzivajuici jednotky s vodikovymi palivovymi
¢lankami od LOOP Energy Inc. z Burnaby v Britskej Kolumbii. Vancouverska
spolo¢nost Ballard Power Systems navys$e dodava vodikové palivové ¢lanky
slovenskej spolo¢nosti Rosero-P, s. r. 0., pre jej vodikom pohanané autobusy.
V oblasti energetickej u¢innosti Corinex Corp. z Vancouveru a Corinex Com-
munications a. s. so sidlom na Slovensku spolupracuju s cielom umoznit
dekarbonizaciu prostrednictvom optimalizovanych a samoregula¢nych sys-
témov elektrickej energie.

Velvyslanectvo okrem toho podporuje diverzitu, rovnost a inkluziu (DEI)
v podnikatelskom sektore. V novembri 2022 sa oficialne pripojilo k iniciative
Charta diverzity Slovensko, ktora zastre$uje Nadacia Pontis. Signatéri tejto
iniciativy, ktorej zdmerom je prispiet ku kvalitnym medziludskym pracov-
nym vztahom s cielom vytvorit kulturu vzajomného re$pektu, dovery a in-
kluzie, sa zavdzuja k integracii principov rozmanitosti a za¢lenenia do svo-
jich obchodnych stratégii a rozhodovacich procesov na v8etkych turovniach
riadenia svojich organizacii. Velvyslanectvo tieZ podporilo ticast slovenskych
podnikatelov na historicky prvej obchodnej misii kanadskej LGBTQ+ obchod-
nej komory (CGLCC) vo Viedni v marci 2023, ktora poskytla jedine¢nu prilezi-
tost dozvediet sa o rozmanitosti dodavatelov a ziskat pristup k sieti certifiko-
vanych kanadskych LGBTQ+ firiem.
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- by dozens of women from the spheres of business, academia, and civil society,

as well as by several of the Bratislava-based women ambassadors. Ambassador

Cruz opened the conference as the keynote speaker.

Business Mission Accompanying the Slovak
President to Canada

From January 29 to February 1, 2024, a business and trade mission accompa-
nied Slovak President Zuzana Caputova during her visit to Canada. The del-
egation of over 100 members included representatives from 31 entities—pri-
vate companies, the Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency
(SARIO), Eximbanka, the Ministry of Economy, as well as Slovak-Canadian
entrepreneurs operating in Canada, who had the opportunity to establish

new partnerships with Canadian firms and entrepreneurs.

The mission’s program began in Ottawa, where the delegation was received
at Global Affairs Canada by the Director General for Export Sectors and
High-Intensity Services, Jordan Reeves. Besides presenting investment and
trade conditions in Canada, the delegation was also introduced to the coun-

try’s startup ecosystem.

In the afternoon, the delegation moved to the EU Delegation in Canada (EU
DEL), where practical implications of the CETA agreement were discussed.
Subsequently, a Slovak partner from the Canadian law firm Allan Snelling
LLP provided detailed information on the conditions for establishing a busi-

ness entity in Canada.

On Wednesday, January 31, the entire delegation flew to Toronto, where
a business forum was held at the Ontario Investment and Trade Centre. The
forum was opened by President Caputovd and Ontario’s Minister of Small

Business Hon. Nina Tangri.
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Aktivna podpora DEI a inkluzivneho rastu v podnikatelskom sektore zo strany -

velvyslanectva inspirovala novd iniciativu pod vedenim Regionalnej obchod-
nej a priemyselnej komory Kosice (SOPK) s nazvom Uloha Zien v 21. storods,
ktorej cielom je vytvorit oziven komunitu na vychode Slovenska vdaka posil-
neniu postavenia a rovnosti Zien najmé v podnikatelskej sfére. SOPK odstarto-
vala iniciativu 30. m&ja 2024 na podujati v Ko8iciach, na ktorom sa ztdéastnili
desiatky Zien z podnikatelskej, akademickej a ob¢ianskej sféry, ako aj viaceré
bratislavské ambasadorky. Velvyslankytia Cruzova otvorila konferenciu ako
hlavna re¢nicka.

Podnikatelska misia sprevadzajlca
prezidentku SR do Kanady

V dtioch od 29. januara do 1. februara 2024 sa uskuto¢nila podnikatelska a ob-
chodnd misia sprevadzajuca prezidentku SR Zuzanu Caputovi podas jej cesty
do Kanady. VySe 100-¢lennt delegaciu tvorili zastupcovia 31 subjektov - suk-
romnych firiem, agentury SARIO, Eximbanky, MH SR, ako aj slovensko-ka-
nadski podnikatelia pésobiaci v Kanade, ktori mali moznost nadviazat nové
partnerstva s kanadskymi firmami a podnikatelmi.

Program misie sa zacal v Ottawe, kde delegaciu prijal na Ministerstve zahra-
ni¢nych veci Kanady (Global Affairs Canada) generalny riaditel pre vyvozné
odvetvia a sluzby vysokej intenzity Jordan Reeves. Okrem prezentécie inves-
ti¢nych a obchodnych podmienok Kanady sa delegécii predstavil aj ekosystém
startupov v krajine.

Popoludni sa delegacia presunula do Zasttpenia EU v Kanade (EU DEL), kde
sa diskutovalo o praktickych implikacidch dohody CETA. Nésledne slovensky
partner z kanadskej pravnickej kancelarie Allan Snelling LLP poskytol pod-
robnej$ie informacie o podmienkach zalozenia podnikatelského subjektu
v Kanade.

V stredu 31. janudra odletela celd delegacia do Toronta, kde sa v Ontario In-
vestment and Trade Centre konalo podnikatelské forum. Féorum otvorila pre-
zidentka SR Zuzana Caputova a za kanadskt stranu ministerka pre malé pod-
nikanie Nina Tangriova.
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I Public and Cultural Diplomacy

Numerous exhibitions of Slovak-Canadian artists have taken place at the Slo-
vak Embassy in Ottawa, such as those of artists Mikula$ Kravjansky (May
2011), Andrea Dankaninova and fashion designer Jana Hanzelova (Septem-
ber 2011), Emil Purgitia (November 2013), ceramicist Zuzana Kunstadt (March
2014), artist Edo Ambréz and jeweler Andrea Kolpaska (April 2014), artist
Esther Bryan (April 2014), and artist Juri Janov¢ik from Calgary (March 2019).

Significant events included the presentations of books by historian Marian
Mark Stolarik, “The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czecho-
slovakia 1968: Forty Years Later” (October 2010) and “Where is my Home?”
(November 2012).

Ambassador Kollar opened a presentation by the Toronto Slovak Theatre as
part of the “Portraits of Successful Slovaks” cycle, dedicated to the life and
work of photographer Yuri Dojc (May 2013), a concert by the Bratislava Boys
Choir in Ottawa (September 2013), and an exhibition of photographs by Yuri
Dojc, “Love Song to Slovakia,” in the Ottawa City Hall (November 2013).

Key cultural-presentation events in 2016 included an exhibition by Slovak

photographer and traveler Filip Kulisev at the premises of Global Affairs

Canada (June); an exhibition of visual arts and ceramics by Canadian artists
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Skupinova fotografia zo

Slovenského dria v Ottawe

v oktébri 2017. Foto: archiv

Velvyslanectva SR v Ottawe
<«

Group photo from The Slovak

Day in Ottawa, October 2017.

Photo: archive of the Slovak

Embassy in Ottawa

Oblast verejnej a kultirnej diplomacie

V priestoroch slovenskej ambasady v Ottawe sa uskutocnili pocetné vystavy
slovensko-kanadskych umelcov, napriklad vytvarnikov Mikulasa Kravjanské-
ho (m4&j 2011), Andrey Dankaninovej a modnej navrharky Jany Hanzelovej
(september 2011), Emila Purgitiu (november 2013), keramikarky Zuzany Kun-
stadt (marec 2014), vytvarnika Eda Ambroza a §perkarky Andrey Kolpaskej
(april 2014), vytvarnicky Esther Bryanovej (april 2014) a vytvarnika Juriho Ja-
novéika z Calgary (marec 2019).

Medzi vyznamné podujatia patrili prezentacie knih historika Maridna Marka
Stolarika The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia
1968: Forty Years Later (oktéber 2010) a Where is my Home? (november 2012).

Velvyslanec Kollar otvoril prezentaciu Torontského slovenského divadla v ram-
ci cyklu Portréty ispesnych Slovdkov venovanu Zivotu a dielu fotografa Yuriho
Doj¢a (maj 2013), koncert Bratislavského chlapéenského zboru v Ottawe (sep-
tember 2013) a vystavu fotografii Yuriho Dojéa Love Song to Slovakia v hale
Mestského uradu v Ottawe (november 2013).

Medzi hlavné kultirno-prezenta¢né podujatia za rok 2016 mézeme zaradit vy-
stavu slovenského fotografa a cestovatela Filipa Kuliseva v priestoroch MZV Ka-
nady (jun), vystavu vytvarnych diel a keramiky kanadskych umelkyn so sloven-
skym povodom Dariny Boldizarovej a Zuzany Kunstadt (marec; december),
literarne turné spisovatelky Petry Nagyovej-DZerengovej v Ottawe, Toronte
a Calgary (oktober) a prezentaciu Muizea holokaustu na péde velvyslanectva
SR (september).

V roku 2017 to boli koncerty zndmeho slovenského hudobnika Pavla Hamme-
la v Ottawe a Toronte (m4j), vystava kanadskej umelkyne slovenského p6vodu
Esther Bryanovej Quilt of Belonging na pode ottawskej radnice (jun) a premie-
tanie filmu U¢itelka vo viacerych kanadskych mestach v ramci 32. ro¢nika
Filmového festivalu Eurépskej tnie (november).

Pri prilezitosti oslav 150. vyrocia zalozenia Kanady pripravilo slovenské vel-
vyslanectvo 1. oktébra 2017 mimoriadne uspes$né prezenta¢né podujatie s na-
zvom Slovensky deri, ktoré bolo najva¢sim svojho druhu v Kanade od vzniku
samostatnej SR. Celodenna navstevnost podujatia dosiahla troven viac ako
Sesttisic Iudi. Slovensky deri, jeden zo 47 podobnych tematickych dni v ramci
projektu Ottawa Welcomes The World, predstavil Slovensko ako modernt kra-

jinu s doérazom na turizmus, §port, kultiru, investicie a inovacie.
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- of Slovak origin Darina Boldizarova and Zuzana Kunstadt (March, Decem-

ber); a literary tour by writer Petra Nagyova-Dzerengova in Ottawa, Toronto,
and Calgary (October); and a presentation of the Holocaust Museum at the

premises of the Slovak embassy (September).

In 2017, these included concerts by renowned Slovak musician Pavol Ham-
mel in Ottawa and Toronto (May); an exhibition by Canadian artist of Slovak
origin Esther Bryan, ,Quilt of Belonging,“ at Ottawa City Hall (June); and
screenings of the film ,The Teacher® in several Canadian cities as part of the

32nd European Union Film Festival (November).

To celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary, the Slovak Embassy organized a high-
ly successful presentation event called ,Slovak Day“ on October 1, 2017. It was
the largest of its kind in Canada since the establishment of the independent
Slovak Republic. The all-day attendance reached more than six thousand
people. Slovak Day, one of 47 similar thematic days within the Ottawa Wel-
comes The World project, showcased Slovakia as a modern country, empha-

sizing tourism, sports, culture, investment, and innovation.

In May 2018, the Ottawa City Hall hosted the vernissage of ,,Party in the 21st
Century, “a project by Slovak photographers Zuzana Sénasiova and T'ubomir

Sabo, artist Sarah I. Avni, and ethnologist Katarina Chabrectekova.

In October 2018, ambassadors Vit Koziak of Slovakia and Pavel Hrné¢ii of the
Czech Republic organized a large reception for expatriates with Canadian
guests and the diplomatic corps to jointly commemorate the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of Czechoslovakia. To highlight the unique relationship
between the two nations, the embassies also organized presentations by Slo-
vak historian Professor Marina Zavacka and University of Toronto Professor

Veronika Ambros at Carleton University.

To commemorate the 30th anniversary of the fall of communism and the
Velvet Revolution, the Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with the General Con-
sulates of the Czech Republic, Poland, and Hungary, held a gala concert titled

,Freedom Reborn® in St. Andrew’s Church in Toronto in October 2019.

On the occasion of Canadian Thanksgiving in October 2019, the winners of
the popular Slovak competition ,Land Sings“—the Urpin folklore ensemble
from Banska Bystrica and Matej Repan from Terchovd—performed. In 2019,
the Slovak Embassy hosted an exhibition by Slovak Roma artist Milo§ Rac in

its premises.
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e Kanadsky vyslanec CETA Pierre

Pettigrew (4. sprava) otvoril pocas
svojej navstevy Slovenska vystavu
Kanada: Deri 1. Na snimke s nim
stoja - velvyslanec Mark Bailey
(3. zlava), Caroline Charette,
riaditelka sekretariatu CETA,
a tim Kancelarie kanadského
velvyslanectva v Bratislave:
obchodny radca Milan Harustiak
(1. zlava), office manazérka
Magdaléna Cerfianska (4. zlava),
chargé d‘affaires John von Kaufmann
(3. sprava), konzularna asistentka
Lubica Koniarova (2. sprava) a Dusan
Pastorek, politické otazky a verejna
diplomacia (1. sprava), Bratislava
28. februar 2077. Foto: archiv
Velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave
>
Canada’s CETA Envoy Pierre Pet-
tigrew (4" from right) during his
visit to Slovakia opened the exhibit
“Canada: Day 1”. Pictured with
him are Ambassador Mark Bailey
(3 from left), Caroline Charette,
Director of the CETA Secretariat
(2 from left), and the team of the
Office of the Embassy of Canada
in Bratislava: Trade Commissioner
Milan Harustiak (¥t from left), Office
Manager Magdaléna Cerrianskd (4
from left), Chargé d'affaires John von
Kaufmann (3" from right), Consular
Assistant Lubica Koniarovd (2" from
right), and Political and Public
Diplomacy Officer Dusan Pastorek
(T from right), Bratislava,
28 February 2017. Photo: archive
of the Office of the Embassy
of Canada in Bratislava

Na pode ottawskej radnice sa v maji 2018 uskutocnila vernisaz Party v 21. sto- -

roci. I8lo o projekt dvojice slovenskych fotografov Zuzany Sénasiovej a Lubo-
mira Saba, umeleckej maliarky Sarah I. Avni a etnologicky Katariny Chabre-
cekove;.

V oktébri 2018 velvyslanec Vit Koziak a ¢esky velvyslanec Pavel Hrnéit zorgani-
zovali velkd krajanskd recepciu za iéasti kanadskych hosti a diplomatického
zboru, ktorou si spoloéne pripomenuli 100. vyrocie zalozenia Ceskoslovenska.
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- Slovak films regularly participated in the European Union Film Festivals in

Canada. At its 34th edition in 2019, on the 30th anniversary of the Velvet
Revolution, the Slovak film ,Freedom Under Load“ by Pavol Barabas was pre-

sented to Canadian audiences in Ottawa.

The COVID-19 pandemic initially required focusing almost exclusively on
consular assistance to Slovak citizens, including repatriations and informa-
tion about the changing complex rules. Presentations of Slovakia moved to

virtual forms on social networks.

Due to the inability to organize the traditional state reception on the Slovak
Constitution Day on September 1, 2020, the online addresses of Ambassa-
dor Koziak and the chair of the Canada-Slovakia Parliamentary Friendship
Group, Michelle Rempel Garner, along with the subsequent cultural pro-
gram, were broadcast on Facebook. At the initiative of Ambassador Koziak,
a virtual program titled #ProudToBeSlovak was launched, consisting of pho-
to and video greetings from expatriates across Canada. The online form of
the Constitution Day celebration continued in 2021. During this holiday, the

ambassador regularly honored the volunteer work of expatriates.

Cultural presentations during this period carried the slogan and hashtag
»~Together We Can Do It Easier with Culture. “ Successful events organized
by the Slovak Embassy included the project ,Canada Reads Hviezdoslav*
in collaboration with the Anton Habovstiak Orava Library in Dolny Kubin
in November 2021, marking the 100th anniversary of the death of Pavol
Orszagh Hviezdoslav.

The Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with the University of Ottawa and the
Department of Slovak History and Culture, organized two webinars during
the pandemic, dedicated to Slovak personalities: on the 140th anniversary of
the birth of General Milan Rastislav Stefanik, historian Michal K$itian from
the Slovak Academy of Sciences gave a lecture (October 2020), and on the
100th anniversary of the birth of Alexander Dubéek, historian Peter Jasek

from the National Memory Institute gave a presentation (December 2021).
During the Year of Slovak Design 2021, the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa, in co-
operation with the Slovak Design Center, regularly presented the best works

of Slovak design on its Facebook page.

Ambassador Koziak organized the first virtual meeting of representatives of

Slovak weekend schools in Canada in August 2021, along with a competition
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K unikatnemu vztahu oboch narodov velvyslanectva zaroven zorganizovali na -

Carletonskej univerzite prezentacie slovenskej histori¢ky profesorky Mariny
Zavackej a profesorky Torontskej univerzity Veroniky Ambros.

30. vyrocie padu komunizmu a NeZnej revoltcie si v oktobri 2019 velvysla-
nectvo SR v spolupraci s generdlnymi konzuldtmi Ceska, Polska a Madarska
pripomenulo galakoncertom pod nazvom Freedom Reborn v Kostole svitého
Andreja v Toronte.

Pri prilezitosti kanadského Dna vdakyvzdania v oktobri 2019 sa uskutoénilo
vystupenie vitazov populdrnej slovenskej sutaze Zem spieva - folklérneho su-
boru Urpin z Banskej Bystrice a Mateja Reparia z Terchovej. Velvyslanectvo SR
usporiadalo v roku 2019 vo svojich priestoroch vystavu romskeho vytvarnika
zo Slovenska Milosa Raca.

Pravidelnu formu nadobudla tucast slovenskych filmov na Filmovych festiva-
loch EU v Kanade. Na jeho 34. ro¢niku v roku 2019 sa v deti 30. vyro¢ia NeZnej
revolacie kanadskym divakom v Ottawe predstavil film Pavla Barabasa Slobo-
da pod nakladom.

Obdobie pandémie ochorenia COVID-19 si v ivode vyziadalo venovat sa prak-
ticky iba konzularnej pomoci slovenskym ob¢anom vratane repatriacii a in-
formovaniu o meniacich sa komplikovanych pravidlach. Prezentacia Sloven-
ska sa preniesla do virtualnej formy na socialne siete.

Pri prileZitosti Diia Ustavy SR 1. septembra 2020 uz nebolo mo#né zorganizo-
vat tradi¢nu $tatnu recepciu. Online prihovory velvyslanca Koziaka a pred-
sedni¢ky Kanadsko-slovenskej parlamentnej skupiny priatelstva Michelle
Rempelovej Garnerovej, ako aj nasledny kultirny program boli na socialnej
sieti Facebook. Z iniciativy velvyslanca Koziaka sa spustil virtuadlny program
pod nazvom #ProudToBeSlovak, ktory sa skladal z foto a video pozdravov
krajanov z celej Kanady. Online forma oslavy Dna ustavy sa uskuto¢nila aj v roku
2021. Pocas tohto sviatku velvyslanec pravidelne ocenoval dobrovolnicku pra-
cu krajanov.

Kulturne prezentacie sa v tomto obdobi niesli pod sloganom a hashtagom
Spolu to zvladneme s kultirou lahsie. Medzi tispe$né podujatia slovenského
velvyslanectva sa zaradil napriklad projekt Kanada ¢ita Hviezdoslava v spo-
lupraci s Oravskou kniZnicou Antona Habovstiaka v Dolnom Kubine v novem-
bri 2021 pri prilezitosti 100. vyro¢ia imrtia Pavla Orszagha Hviezdoslava.
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for their students on the 140th anniversary of the birth of M. R. Stefanik. These

educational centers got to know each other and began actively cooperating.

In May 2022, the EU Book Club held a discussion with Slovak writer Jana
Juratova about her memoir conversation ,My Seven Lives® with renowned

journalist, editor, translator, and publicist Agnesa Kalinova.

After the easing of pandemic restrictions in mid-2022, the Slovak Embassy re-
turned to standard presentations of Slovakia. For the 30th anniversary of the
Slovak Constitution, the Slovak flag flew in front of the Ontario provincial

parliament for the first time on September 1, 2022. Ambassador Koziak, along

16 CANADA AND SLOVAKIA: THE FIRST 30+ YEARS

® Pri prileZitosti Statneho
sviatku Diia Ustavy Sloven-
skej republiky sa z iniciativy
velvyslanectva SR v Kanade,
po prvykrat rozoziarili v ka-
nadskom Ontariu vo farbach
slovenskej trikolory Niagarské
vodopady, 1. september 2021.
Foto: Vit Koziak

<«

® On the national holiday
Constitution Day of the Slovak
Republic, on the initiative of
the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa,
Niagara Falls lit up for the first
time in Ontario, Canada, in the
colors of the Slovak tricolor,
1September 2021. Photo:
Vit Koziak

Velvyslanectvo SR v spolupraci s Ottawskou univerzitou a Katedrou sloven- -

skych dejin a kultury usporiadalo v ¢ase pandémie dva webinare venované
slovenskym osobnostiam: pri prileZitosti 140. vyro¢ia narodenia generala Mila-
na Rastislava Stefanika vystupil historik zo SAV Michal Kgitian (oktéber 2020)
a pri prileZitosti 100. vyro¢ia narodenia Alexandra Dubéeka mal prednasku
historik z Ustavu pamiti naroda Peter Jasek (december 2021).

Pocas Roku slovenského dizajnu 2021 Velvyslanectvo SR v Ottawe v spolupraci
so Slovenskym centrom dizajnu na svojej facebookovej stranke pravidelne

prezentovalo najlepsie diela slovenského dizajnu.

Velvyslanec Koziak zorganizoval v auguste 2021 prvé virtualne stretnutie za-
stupcov slovenskych vikendovych $kol v Kanade a zaroven i sataz ich Ziakov
k 140. vyro¢iu narodenia M. R. Stefanika. Tieto vzdelavacie centrd sa takto

navzajom spoznali a zacali aktivne spolupracovat.

V maji 2022 sa v rdmci Knizného klubu EU konala diskusia so slovenskou
spisovatelkou Janou Jurdtovou o jej memodrovom rozhovore pod nazvom
Mojich 7 zivotov so zndmou novinarkou, redaktorkou, prekladatelkou a pub-
licistkou Agnesou Kalinovou.

Po uvolneni pandemickych obmedzeni v polovici roka 2022 sa slovenské vel-
vyslanectvo vratilo k standardnej prezentacii SR. K 30. vyro¢iu Ustavy SR za-
viala slovenska vlajka 1. septembra 2022 po prvykrat pred parlamentom pro-
vincie Ontdario. Vzty¢ili ju velvyslanec Koziak spolu s vyznamnou krajankou
Helen Romanovou-Barberovou za pritomnosti predsedu a poslancov parla-
mentu provincie vratane poslankyne slovenského pévodu Natalie Kusendo-
vej. Oslavy vyvrcholili vysvietenim Niagarskych vodopadov vo farbach sloven-
skej vlajky. (Prvykrat doslo k takémuto vysvieteniu z iniciativy velvyslanca SR
uz 1. septembra 2021 a tento moment zvec¢nili kanadsko-slovensky fotograf
Paul Stacho i velvyslanec Vit Koziak. Pamétna fotografia zdobi priestory Vel-
vyslanectva SR v Ottawe.)

Uplné skonéenie cestovatelskych pandemickych obmedzeni v Kanade k 1. ok-
toébru 2022 uvolnilo velvyslanectvu cestu k viackrat odlozenému vysttpeniu
Slovenského divadla tanca s modernym baletom Carmen v choreografii jeho
riaditela Jana Durovéika v novembri 2022 v Gatineau pri Ottawe a v Toronte.
Stretlo sa s mimoriadnym uspechom a informovali o nom aj kanadské média.
V auguste 2023 pricestovala do Ottawy velvyslankytia Viera Grigova a 25. sep-
tembra odovzdala do rak generalnej guvernérky Kanady Mary Simonovej
poverovacie listiny. Par dni po slavnostnom ceremoniali usporiadala dve re-
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- with prominent expatriate Helen Romanova-Barber, raised it in the presence

of the Speaker and members of the provincial parliament, including a Mem-
ber of the Provincial Parliament of Slovak origin, Ms. Natalia Kusendova.
The celebrations culminated with the illumination of Niagara Falls in the
colors of the Slovak flag. This illumination first occurred on the initiative of
Ambassador Koziak on September 1, 2021, and this moment was captured
by Slovak-Canadian photographer Paul Stacho and Ambassador Koziak. The
commemorative photograph adorns the premises of the Slovak Embassy in
Ottawa. The complete lifting of travel restrictions in Canada on October 1,
2022, paved the way for the long-delayed performances of the Slovak Dance
Theatre with the modern ballet ,Carmen® choreographed by its director Jan
Durové¢ik in November 2022 in Gatineau near Ottawa and Toronto. The per-

formances met with great success and were reported on by Canadian media.

Ambassador Viera Grigova arrived in Ottawa in August 2023 and presented
her credentials to Governor General Mary Simon on September 25. A few days
after the ceremonial event, she hosted two receptions on the Slovak national
holidays—Constitution Day and the 79th anniversary of the Slovak National
Uprising —during which the exhibition ,Mission Slovakia® was presented to
mark the 30th anniversary of the Slovak Republic’s establishment. Before
that, on September 1, Niagara Falls were again illuminated in the colors of the
Slovak tricolor, and the embassy, in cooperation with the Center for Tradi-
tional Folk Culture (CTTK), the professional baseof SLUK (the Slovak Folk Art
Collective), provided a virtual concert—a recording of SLUK’s performance at
the UNESCO headquarters in Paris.

On October 11, 2023, the Slovak Cultural Autumn in Canada began in Ottawa
with a discussion with Janet Livingston, the translator of the novel , The Fifth
Boat® by Slovak author Monika Kompanikova. The literary evening was orga-
nized by the Slovak Embassy in cooperation with the Ottawa Public Library
and the Network of European Union National Institutes for Culture (EUNIC).

The Slovak Cultural Autumn in Canada culminated with performances by
the Vranovdéan folklore ensemble in Toronto and Ottawa. On October 14, 2023,
Vranovéan entertained 500 Slovak expatriates and friends of Slovak folklore
in Mississauga near Toronto. As part of this event, a “dance school” was broad-
cast live online for other interested parties in Canada. Subsequently, on Octo-
ber 20, more than 400 visitors enjoyed a gala performance in the Grand Hall
of the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Gatineau near Ottawa. During
the two-hour program, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Slovak

Republic’s establishment, expatriates, Canadian guests, and representatives
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® Recepcia k Statnemu sviatku

SR. Na foto zlava: poslankynia
Michelle Rempelova Garnerova,
predsednicka Kanadsko-slovenskej
skupiny priatelstva; velvyslankyna
Viera Grigova; poslankyria Carol
Hughes, podpredsednicka Dolnej
snemovne; poslanec Robert
Oliphant, parlamentny tajomnik
ministra zahrani¢nych veci, Ottawa
27. september 2023. Foto: archiv
Velvyslanectva SR v Ottawe

>
Slovak National Day Reception.
In the photo from the left: Michelle
Rempel Garner, M.P, Chair of the
Canada-Slovakia Friendship Group;
Ambassador Viera Grigovd; Carol
Hughes, M.P, Deputy Speaker of
the House of Commons; Robert
Oliphant, M.P, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Ottawa, 27 September
2023. Photo: archive of the Slovak
Embassy in Ottawa

cepcie k $tatnym sviatkom SR - Dtiu Ustavy a 79. vyroé¢iu Slovenského nérod-
ného povstania, pocas ktorych bola prezentovana aj vystava Misia Slovensko
k 30. vyro¢iu vzniku Slovenskej republiky. Este predtym 1. septembra boli
Niagarské vodopady uz tradi¢ne vysvietené vo farbach slovenskej trikolory
a velvyslanectvo v spolupraci s Centrom pre tradi¢nu ludova kultiru (CTLK),
odbornym pracoviskom SLUK-u, sprostredkovalo v tento sviato¢ny den vir-
tudlny koncert - zdznam z vystupenia SLUK-u v organizacii UNESCO v Parizi.

Dnia 11. oktébra 2023 sa zadala v Ottawe Slovenskd kultiirna jeseri v Kanade
diskusiou so Janet Livingstonovou, prekladatelkou romanu Piata lod sloven-
skej autorky Moniky Kompanikovej. Literarny vecer pod hlavickou Knizného
klubu EU usporiadalo velvyslanectvo SR v spolupraci s organizaciami Ottawa
Public Library a The Network of European Union National Institutes for Cul-
ture (EUNIC).

Slovenska kulturna jesen v Kanade vyvrcholila vystupeniami folklérneho su-
boru Vranovéan v Toronte a Ottawe. Dnia 14. oktébra 2023 Vranovéan roztan-
coval 500 slovenskych krajanov a priatelov slovenského folkloru v Mississauge

\'.
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- of the diplomatic corps watched a short film about the beauty of Slovakia

and its traditional culture and admired the songs and dances performed by
the Vranovctan ensemble. They also had the opportunity to learn more about
Slovakia from two exhibitions installed in the theater foyer. These were the
,Mission Slovakia® exhibition and a separate exhibition prepared in coopera-
tion with the CTLK, presenting nine Slovak elements inscribed in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The exhi-

bition complemented the successful performance of the Vranovéan ensemble.

On October 24, 2023, the Slovak Embassy presented traditional Slovak gas-
tronomy and popular Slovak beverages at the ,Y Embassy Chef Showcase®

charity presentation event organized by the YMCA association in Ottawa.

The Slovak Cultural Autumn also presented several Slovak films. At the Cal-
gary European Film Fest 2023, Slovakia was represented by the film ,Piargy“
directed by Ivo Trajkov. At the 38th European Union Film Festival in Ottawa,
Toronto, and Vancouver, Slovakia presented the film ,Censor® directed by
Peter Kerekes. As part of the Montreal International Documentary Film Fes-
tival, director Viera Cakanyova was welcomed at a discussion titled ,,Docu-
mentary Film in the Digital Age® on November 21. Her film ,Notes from the

Eremocene” was included in the competition.

The series of cultural and presentation events in 2023 concluded with a pre-
Christmas day of Slovak culture and traditions titled , Taste of Slovakia.”
The event took place in two parts—a lunchtime presentation in collabora-
tion with the International Club of Ottawa and an evening session dedicated
mainly to expatriates and Canadian partners with whom the embassy has
long cooperated. During the event, the work of Slovak-Canadian artist Zuzana
Kunstadt living in Ottawa was presented, and chef Mario Sladek demonstrat-

ed the preparation of Christmas gingerbread.

On April 25, 2024, the Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with the Friends of
National Arts Center Orchestra, organized a classical music concert featuring
two compositions by Eugen Suchon. The Canadian audience had the oppor-
tunity to get acquainted with the works of this significant Slovak composer
and learn more about his life and work. The sheet music was provided by the

composer’s grandson, Richard Stilicha, who lives in Toronto.
The Canadian Embassy conducted several public diplomacy activities during

this period. In 2012, the embassy ceased publishing the periodical ,Kanadska

mozaika® (first published in 2004) and transitioned to public communication
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pri Toronte. V ramci tohto podujatia sa uskutoé¢nila ,taneéna skola® prenasa- -

na nazivo online aj pre ostatnych zaujemcov v Kanade. Nasledne 20. oktobra
si viac ako 400 navstevnikov pri$lo vychutnat slavnostné vystupenie do Velkej
saly Kanadského muzea civilizacie v Gatineau pri Ottawe. Poc¢as dvojhodinové-
ho programu pri prilezitosti 30. vyro¢ia vzniku samostatnej Slovenskej repub-
liky si krajania, kanadski hostia a zastupcovia diplomatického zboru po pri-
hovore velvyslankyne Grigovej pozreli kratky film o krasach Slovenska a jeho
tradi¢nej kultire a obdivovali piesne a tance v podani suboru Vranovéan.
Mali tiez moznost dozvediet sa o Slovensku viac z dvoch vystav nainstalova-
nych vo foyeri divadla. I$lo o vystavy Misia Slovensko a samostatnu vystavu
pripravent v spolupraci s CTLK, ktora predstavila devét slovenskych prvkov
zapisanych v Reprezentativnom zozname nehmotného kultirneho dedi¢stva
ludstva organizacie UNESCO. Vystava vhodne doplnila iispe$né predstavenie
suboru Vranovcan.

Velvyslanectvo SR predstavilo 24. oktébra 2023 na charitativnom prezentac-
nom podujati Y Embassy Chef Showcase usporiadanom asocidciou YMCA
v Ottawe tradi¢nu slovensku gastronémiu a obltibené napoje zo Slovenska.
Slovenska kulturna jesen odprezentovala aj viacero slovenskych filmov. Na
festivale Calgary European Film Fest 2023 bolo Slovensko zastupené filmom
Piargy reziséra Iva Trajkova; na 38. ro¢niku Filmového festivalu Eurépske;j
Unie v Ottawe, Toronte a Vancouveri sa Slovensko predstavilo snimkou Cen-
zorka reziséra Petra Kereke$a. V ramci festivalu Montreal International Do-
cumentary Film Festival privitali 21. novembra na diskusii nazvanej Doku-
mentdrny film v digitdlnej ére rezisérku Vieru Cakanyovu. Jej film Poznamky
z Eremocénu bol zaradeny do sutaze.

Sériu kulturnych a prezenta¢nych podujati v roku 2023 uzavrel predvianoény
den slovenskej kultury a tradicii pod nazvom Taste of Slovakia. Podujatie sa
uskutoc¢nilo v dvoch ¢astiach - obedna prezentacia sa konala v spolupraci
s International Club of Ottawa, veterna ¢ast bola venovana najmé krajanom
a kanadskym partnerom, s ktorymi velvyslanectvo dlhodobo spolupracuje.

Pocas podujatia bola prezentovana tvorba slovensko-kanadskej vytvarnic¢ky
Zijucej v Ottawe Zuzany Kunstadt a §éfkuchar Mario Sladek predviedol ukaz-
ku pripravy vianoénych medovnikov.

Dna 25. aprila 2024 velvyslanectvo v spolupraci s organizéciou Friends of Na-
tional Arts Center Orchestra pripravilo koncert vaznej hudby, na ktorom
boli uvedené aj dve skladby Eugena Suchona. Kanadské publikum tak malo
prilezitost zoznamit sa s tvorbou nasho vyznamného hudobného skladatela
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- through Facebook and social networks. The embassy participated in events

such as the screening of the film ,Nicky’s Family® (June 2011) and several
times at the Bratislava International Film Festival and Art Film Fest. It also
took part in the launch of books by Canadian writer Kathy Kacer (her par-
ents are from Slovakia) about the Holocaust (September 2015) and organized
exhibitions by Canadian artist of Slovak origin Emil Purgina (October 2015),
artists Darlene Kulig (August 2017), Dan O’Neill (Levo¢a, May 2017), and pho-
tographer Yuri Dojc (May 2017).

The embassy has been a long-time partner of the One World documentary
film festival dedicated to human and has also collaborated with the Interna-
tional Festival of Mountain and Adventure Films ,,Hory a mesto” (Mountains
and City), which is organized in close cooperation with the Vancouver Inter-
national Mountain Film Festival by program director Alan Formanek (living

in Vancouver).

In 2018, young Canadian-Slovak author Zuzana Palovi¢ published the book
+The Great Return,” focusing on successful Slovaks who gained experience

abroad and returned to Slovakia.

The Canadian Embassy has repeatedly supported the International Festival
of Contemporary Dance ,Bratislava in Movement® and in 2017 collaborated
with the International Festival of Contemporary Art ,White Night* (KoSice
in September, Bratislava in October), supported an expert workshop on cul-
tural diversity in the 21st century at Comenius University (September 2017),
hosted the launch of Ondrej Mihal’s book on Slovak immigration to Canada
(June 2017), and organized a visit by the Canadian non-profit organization
Wapikoni Mobile, which focuses on documentary filmmaking in coopera-
tion with Canada’s indigenous peoples. During their visit, they conducted an
expert workshop with Slovak NGOs working with marginalized communities
and several public lectures and student presentations combined with screen-

ings of documentaries focused on indigenous peoples (November 2017).

To mark the 150th anniversary of the Canadian Confederation, the embassy
organized an exhibition on the history of immigration to Canada titled ,,Can-
ada: Day 1“ at the University Library in Bratislava (February—March 2017). On
June 5, 2017, in honor of Canada’s 150th anniversary and World Environment
Day, chargé d’affaires John von Kaufmann and Deputy Mayor of Bratisla-
va Iudmila FarkaSovska planted a Canadian maple on Republic Square in
Petrzalka. The Canadian Embassy office in Bratislava organized presentations

on the Canadian immigration and refugee system for government officials
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a dozvediet sa viac aj o jeho Zivote a diele. Notovy material kanadskym hu-
dobnikom poskytol vnuk hudobného skladatela Richard Stilicha, ktory Zije
v Toronte.

Kanadska ambasada realizovala v tomto obdobi viacero akcii v oblasti verejnej
diplomacie. V roku 2012 ukon¢ilo velvyslanectvo vydavanie periodika Kanad-
ska mozaika (zatalo vychadzat v roku 2004) a preslo na informovanie verejnos-
ti prostrednictvom Facebooku a socidlnych sieti. Velvyslanectvo sa podielalo
napriklad na projekcii filmu Nickyho rodina (jun 2011) a niekolkokrat tiez
participovalo na Medzinarodnom filmovom festivale Art Film Fest, ktory sa
konal v Bratislave. Zucastnilo sa tiez na uvedeni knih kanadskej spisovatel-
ky Kathy Kacerovej (jej rodi¢ia pochadzaju zo Slovenska) o holokauste (sep-
tember 2015), na priprave vystav kanadského vytvarnika slovenského p6vodu
Emila Purginu (oktéber 2015), vytvarnikov Darlene Kuligovej (august 2017),
Dana O’Neilla (Levo¢a maj 2017) ¢i fotografa Yuriho Dojéa (maj 2017).

Ambasada je mnoho rokov partnerom medzinarodného festivalu dokumen-
tarnych filmov Jeden svet, ktory je venovany tematike ludskych prav. Amba-
sada v minulosti tieZ spolupracovala s medzinarodnym festivalom horskych
a dobrodruznych filmov Hory a mesto, ktory bol prostrednictvom programo-
vého riaditela Alana Formanka (Zijuceho vo Vancouveri) organizovany v uzkej
spolupraci s Medzinarodnym festivalom horskych filmov vo Vancouveri.

V roku 2018 vydala mlada kanadsko-slovenska autorka Zuzana Palovi¢ova
knihu Velky ndvrat zameranu na uspesnych Slovakov, ktori odisli za skuse-
nostami do zahranicia a vratili sa spét na Slovensko.

Kanadské velvyslanectvo opakovane podporilo medzinarodny festival sticas-
ného tanca Bratislava v pohybe a v roku 2017 spolupracovalo s medzinarod-
nym festivalom suc¢asného umenia Biela noc (Ko$ice september, Bratislava
oktober), podporilo expertny workshop o kultirnej rozmanitosti v 21. storo¢i
na Univerzite Komenského (september 2017), hostilo uvedenie knihy Ondreja
Mihala o slovenskej imigracii do Kanady (jun 2017) a zorganizovalo navste-
vu kanadskej neziskovej organizacie Wapikoni Mobile, ktora sa venuje do-
kumentarnej filmovej tvorbe v spolupraci s pévodnymi obyvatelmi Kanady.
V ramci jej navstevy sa uskutoc¢nil expertny workshop so slovenskymi mimo-
vladnymi organizaciami, ktoré sa venuju vyli¢enym komunitam, a niekolko
prednasok pre verejnost a $tudentov, ktoré boli spojené s premietanim do-
kumentarnych filmov zameranych na pévodné obyvatelstvo (november 2017).
Pri prilezitosti 150. vyrocia zaloZenia Kanadskej konfederacie zorganizovala
ambasada v Univerzitnej kniznici v Bratislave vystavu o histérii imigracie do
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- and civil society, on the CETA agreement for members of the National Coun-

cil of the Slovak Republic, as well as for businesses, chambers of commerce,
and NGOs. It supported the opening of the Rainbow Pride Bratislava event
(July 2018) and, in cooperation with the Department of Roma Studies at the
University of PreSov, the latest edition of a practical guide on successful ex-

amples of Roma integration at local level titled ,,Jt Works.*

The distinguished Canadian violist Juan-Miguel Hernandez performed in
Bratislava in February 2019 at the international chamber music festival “Con-
vergences.” Canadian poet, performer, essayist, and translator Anne Carson,
considered one of the world’s most significant poets of the 21st century, ap-
peared in October 2019 in Bratislava at the international contemporary lit-

erature festival ,Novotvar®.

The Canadian Embassy in Bratislava co-organizes the annual ,Days of Fran-
cophonie® in March with embassies of Francophone countries, including
celebrations of International Francophonie Day (March 20). These often in-
clude screenings of acclaimed Canadian Francophone films (during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, they were held online on Facebook) by award-winning di-
rectors like Xavier Dolan. The embassy is also a regular partner of the Slovak
Queer Film Festival, which brings films with LGBTQ+ themes and aims to
raise awareness about LGBTQ+ people’s lives and contribute to eliminating
homophobic and xenophobic attitudes in society.

In September 2023, the At Home Gallery in Samorin hosted an art installa-
tion titled ,and the silence that shatters winter” with a theme of the war in

Ukraine, prepared by Canadian artists Denise Hawrisio and John Wynne.

The historical family drama ,Finally We Have a Republic® by director Michal
Kunes-Kovag, set during the breakup of Czechoslovakia and a Slovak-Cana-
dian co-production, premiered in October 2023. Financial support was pro-
vided by the Slovak Audiovisual Fund, Radio and Television Slovakia (RTVS),
Toronto’s Screen Wizards Pictures, and the Czech distributor Bontonfilm.
The film was made in collaboration with Ontario Creates.

President Zuzana Caputovéa received Humberto Carolo, executive director of
the Canadian organization White Ribbon, on March 14, 2024. Carolo came to
Slovakia to discuss how to engage men as allies in promoting gender equality,
addressing gender-based and domestic violence, and supporting healthy mas-
culinities. The Canadian Embassy in Bratislava, in cooperation with the Office
of the President of the Slovak Republic, organized a series of presentations
about White Ribbon to military servicemen, human rights activists, business

sector representatives, and a group of diverse civil society organizations.
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e Navsteva zamestnancov

kanadského velvyslanectva
v Blue Dot Michalovce,
spolo¢nom podpornom
centre UNHCR, IOM
a UNICEF, kde sa poskytuje
socialna, psychologicka,
zdravotna pomoc a vyucba
jazykov (slovensky,
ukrajinsky a anglicky) pre
dospelych a deti z Ukrajiny,
14. februar 2023. Foto: archiv
Velvyslanectva Kanady
v Bratislave

>
Embassy staff visit to Blue
Dot Michalovce, a joint
support center of UNHCR,
IOM, and UNICEF, where
social, psychological, medical
assistance, and language
lessons (Slovak, Ukrainian
and English) are provided
to adults and children
from Ukraine, 14 February
2023. Photo: archive
of the Canadian Embassy
in Bratislava

Kanady pod nazvom Kanada: Deti 1 (februar - marec 2017). Piateho juna 2017 -

na pocest 150. vyroc¢ia Kanady a Svetového dna Zivotného prostredia zasadil
chargé d’affaires John von Kaufmann s namestni¢kou primatora Bratisla-
vy Ludmilou Farkasovskou na Namesti republiky v Petrzalke kanadsky javor.
Kancelaria velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave zorganizovala prezentacie o ka-
nadskom imigra¢nom a ute¢eneckom systéme pre vladnych uradnikov a ob-
¢iansku spolo¢nost, o dohode CETA pre poslancov NR SR, ako aj pre podniky,
obchodné komory a mimovladne organizacie. Podporila otvorenie podujatia
Duihovy Pride Bratislava (jil 2018) a v spolupraci s Katedrou rémskych studii
Presovskej univerzity najnovsie vydanie praktickej priru¢ky o uspesnych pri-
kladoch integracie Rémov na miestnej urovni pod nazvom Dari sa.
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I Youth Mobility Program

The program has been implemented based on an agreement between Can-
ada and Slovakia on youth mobility, which came into effect on July 1, 2011.
Canada has a similar program with most EU member countries. It is intend-
ed for citizens of Slovakia and Canada aged 18 to 35, allowing participants to
travel and work in the other country for up to 12 months based on a special

visa. Each country has a predetermined quota—for Slovakia, it is 350 persons.

The program enjoys great popularity among young Slovaks, and the quota is
quickly filled every year. The Slovak Embassy in Ottawa is working to better
promote the program among young Canadians to increase the participation
from the Canadian side.

Since September 30, 2016, Canada has introduced a mandatory pre-travel elec-
tronic authorization system (Electronic Travel Authorization—eTA), similar
to the American ESTA system. (Slovakia has had visa-free travel with Canada
since March 1, 2008.)

Canadian Slovaks

According to the latest census in 2021, 68,210 people in Canada claimed Slo-
vak origin, and another 33,135 identified their origin as ,Czechoslovak.” Un-
official estimates suggest a higher number, exceeding 100,000 individuals.

Most of them live permanently in Canada, predominantly in Ontario.

The expatriate community is not homogeneous, consisting of representatives
of various waves of emigrants, their descendants, and a new Slovak diaspora
represented by Slovaks coming to Canada for studies or work. An exceptional
group comprises Slovaks who arrived in Canada over the past 20 to 30 years

and are now well-established professionals.

Traditional expatriate associations and parishes are losing members, and
community life is significantly fragmented, a trend exacerbated by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The younger generation is not interested in the traditional
forms of expatriate life and does not feel the need for formal associations.
However, cooperation among Slovak schools and teachers in Canada is thriv-
ing, with a keen interest in closer contacts with institutions in Slovakia and

obtaining textbooks and teaching materials. The most active include the
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Vynikajaci kanadsky violista Juan-Miguel Hernandez ti¢inkoval v Bratislave
vo februdari 2019 na medzinarodnom festivale komornej hudby Konvergencie.
Kanadska poetka, performerka, esejistka a prekladatelka Anne Carsonova,
povazovana za jednu z najvyznamnejsich svetovych poetiek 21. storocia, vy-
stapila v oktébri 2019 v Bratislave na medzindrodnom festivale suc¢asnej
literatary Novotvar.

Velvyslanectvo Kanady v Bratislave spoluorganizuje kazdoro¢ne v marci s vel-
vyslanectvami frankofénnych krajin Dni Frankofénie vratane oslav Medzina-
rodného dna Frankofonie (20. marca). V rdmci nich organizuje najcastejsie
premietania ocetiovanych kanadskych frankofénnych filmov (pocas pandé-
mie ochorenia COVID-19 sa konali online formou na Facebooku), viackrat napr.
od znameho reziséra Xaviera Dolana. Je tiez pravidelnym partnerom Filmo-
vého festivalu inakosti, ktory prinasa filmy s LGBTI tematikou a je zamerany
na zvy$ovanie informovanosti $irokej verejnosti o Zivote LGBTI Iudi a snazi sa
prispievat k eliminécii homofébnych a xenofébnych postojov v spolo¢nosti.
Galéria At Home Gallery v Samorine hostila v septembri 2023 umeleck insta-
laciu ... a ticho, ktoré triesti zimu s tematikou vojny na Ukrajine. Pripravili ju
kanadski umelci Denise Hawrisio a John Wynne.

Historicka rodinna drama reziséra Michala Kunes-Kovada Koneéne mdme
republiku z obdobia rozpadu Cesko-Slovenska v kanadsko-slovenskej kopro-
dukcii mala premiéru v oktébri 2023. Finanént podporu poskytli Slovensky
audiovizualny fond, Rozhlas a televizia Slovenska (RTVS), Toronto’s Screen
Wizards Pictures a ¢esky distributor Bontonfilm. Film vznikol v spolupraci
s agenturou Ontario Creates.

Prezidentka Zuzana Caputova prijala 14. marca 2024 vykonného riaditela ka-
nadskej mimovladnej organizacie White Ribbon (Biela stuha) Humberta Ca-
rola, ktory pri$iel na Slovensko diskutovat nielen s muzskymi lidrami o tom,
ako zapojit muzov ako spojencov v presadzovani rodovej rovnosti a v rieSeni
rodovo podmieneného a doméaceho nasilia a podpory zdravej muzskosti. Ka-
nadské velvyslanectvo v spolupraci s Kanceldriou prezidenta SR zorganizova-
lo sériu prezentacii Humberta Carola pre vojenskych profesionalov, aktivis-
tov za ludské prava, zastupcov podnikatelského sektora a skupinu réznych
organizacii ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti.
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- Slovak school in Calgary, led by Honorary Consul Eva Hadzima, the school

in Vancouver, led by Zuzana Chlepkova, and the school in Edmonton, led
by Nina Paulovi¢ova. Folklore ensembles and groups are also flourishing. In
light of an amendment to the Citizenship Act, there is an increasing number
of applications for Slovak citizenship through ancestors and inquiries from

Slovaks about the possibility of returning to Slovakia.

The oldest expatriate organization in Canada is the Canadian Slovak League
(founded in 1932). Since 2016, it has been chaired by Professor Marian Mark
Stolarik. The league publishes the Canadian-Slovak fortnightly (previously
weekly until August 2014) ,,Kanadsky Slovak® (publisher Jalius Behul, editorial
board chair Stanislav Kirschbaum). Since 1938, it has organized the Slovak
National Day in Canada near Toronto. Its headquarters is in Toronto, and it
currently has about 500 members across Canada. The long-time chairperson
of the league was Mary Ann Doucett, who was awarded the Gold Plaque of the
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic, Miroslav
Laj¢ak, in 2016 by Ambassador Andrej Droba for her long-standing work for
the expatriate community, contribution to preserving Slovak identity and

awareness, and promoting the good name of Slovakia in Canada.

Since 1992, the University of Ottawa has had a Department of Slovak His-
tory and Culture. Professor Marian Mark Stolarik led it for three decades.
President R. Schuster awarded him the Medal of the President of the Slovak
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e Potomkovia zakladatelov

zaniknutej slovenskej
dedinky Bradlo nedaleko
mesta Hearst v severnom
Ontariu s velvyslancom SR
v Kanade Milanom Kollarom
(vpravo od pamétnej
tabule), august 2012. Foto:
archiv Milana Kollara

<«
The descendants of the
founders of the small
defunct Slovak village
of Bradlo near Hearst in
northern Ontario, with the
Ambassador of the Slovak
Republic to Canada Milan
Kollar (right from the
memorial plague), August
2012. Photo: archive
M. Kolldr

Program Mobilita mladych

Program sa implementuje na zdklade medzinarodnej zmluvy medzi Kana-
dou a SR o mobilite mladych, ktora nadobudla platnost 1. jula 2011. Podobny
program ma Kanada uzatvoreny s vi¢$inou ¢lenskych krajin EU. Je uréeny
ob¢anom SR a Kanady vo veku od 18 do 35 rokov a jeho uéastnici mo6zu ces-
tovat a pracovat na tizemi druhého §tatu v obdobi maximalne 12 mesiacov
iba na zaklade osobitného viza. S kazdou krajinou ma Kanada dohodnutu
vopred stanovenu kvétu - pre SR je to 350 0s6b.

Program sa tesi velkej popularite u mladych Slovakov a kvotu sa kazdy rok
dari velmi rychlo napliat. Slovenské velvyslanectvo v Ottawe vyvija aktivity
smerom k lep$ej propagacii programu medzi mladymi Kanadanmi v zaujme
masivnejsieho vyuzivania mobility z kanadskej strany.

Od 30. septembra 2016 Kanada zaviedla povinny systém predcestovne;j elek-
tronickej autorizacie (Electronic Travel Authorisation - eTA), podobny americ-
kému systému ESTA. (Slovensko ma s Kanadou bezvizovy styk od 1. marca 2008.)

Kanadski Slovaci

Podla posledného s¢itania obyvatelstva z roku 2021 sa k slovenskému pévodu
v Kanade prihlasilo 68210 os6b, dalsich 33135 Iudi oznacilo svoj pévod ako
wCeskoslovensky®. Neoficidlne odhady hovoria o vy$$om pocte, ktory presahu-
je stotisic osob. Vdcsina z nich Zije na tizemi Kanady trvale, najviac v provin-

cii Ontario.

Krajanska komunita nie je homogénna, tvoria ju zastupcovia réznych emig-
rantskych vin, ich potomkovia, ako aj nové slovenské diaspéra, ktort repre-
zentuju Slovaci prichadzajiuci do Kanady za $tudiom alebo pracou. Osobitnu
skupinu krajanov predstavuja Slovaci, ktori do Kanady pricestovali v obdobi
poslednych zhruba 20 - 30 rokov a dnes st dobre etablovanymi odbornikmi.

Tradi¢nékrajanskéspolkyifarnostiv§ak prichadzajia o élenovaupadaju, ko-
munitny Zivot je zna¢ne fragmentovany, pricom pandémia ochorenia COVID-19
tento trend e$te znasobila. Mlada generacia uz nejavi zaujem o povodné formy
krajanského Zivota a nema potrebu formalneho zdruzovania. Dobre sa rozvija
spolupraca slovenskych $kol a u¢itelov v Kanade, ktoré javia zaujem aj o bliz-
ie kontakty s institiciami v SR a o ziskavanie u¢ebnic a u¢ebnych materialov.
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- Republic in 2002, and in May 2013, he was appointed as a goodwill ambas-

sador by Minister Miroslav Laj¢ak for his significant contribution to preserv-
ing and promoting Slovak language, culture, and heritage. In 2022, Professor
Roman Krakovsky, originally from Zilina, who studied and taught European
history at universities in France and Switzerland, took over the department.
Local clubs and associations sporadically present various cultural activities
at provincial level. Examples include the Slovak Cultural Club in Calgary and
the Slovak House in Montreal, which is no longer active. The most renowned
Slovak folklore ensembles in Canada are the Slovak Domovina Dancers from
Windsor, the Vychodna Slovak Dancers from Toronto, the folklore ensemble
Slneénica, and the children’s folklore ensemble Slnie¢ko from Calgary. In
Vancouver, folklore enthusiasts founded the Slavik ensemble and the chil-

dren’s group Slavicek.

Amateur Slovak theaters also operated in Canada—the Toronto Slovak Theatre,
which split and led to the formation of the Slovak Young Stage in Toronto
and the Canadian Foundation for Arts and Theatre. Another important ar-
tistic entity was the Gems of Olga Turok, a theater focusing on presenting
notable personalities from Slovak history through dramatizations of small

stage forms.

Since 2006, the CANADA.SK Entertainment artistic agency of Richard Stilicha
and Pavol Dzac¢ko in Toronto has organized many artistic events for expatriates.
These include tours by Miroslav Zbirka, Peter Nagy, Robo Grigorov; a concert
of works by Eugen Suchon in collaboration with the Toronto Philharmonic;
performances by the Radosinské Naivné Divadlo, the bands Taktici and Bez
Ladu a Skladu, Backwards, Longital; as well as organizing beauty contests
Miss Czech Slovak Canada, the children’s folk song recitation competition
Kanadsky Slavik under the patronage of Peter Dvorsky, and the radio show
Rishow on Radio Slovakia USA. Janko Kosiba continued their activities, invit-
ing more artists to Toronto, such as Vaso Patejdl, Peter Lipa, Pavol Hammel,

and DusSan Grun.

The Canadian Slovak Professional and Business Association (CSBPA) in Mon-
treal has been organizing the traditional scholarship ball for nearly 60 years,
awarding scholarships to students from the Slovak-Canadian community in
Quebec. It has provided over 450 scholarships worth more than CAD 350,000.
During the 56th ball in 2022, Slovak Ambassador Vit Koziak awarded special
recognition to the association’s president, Dr. Jozef Brody. The leadership
of the association has since been taken over by Daniela Arendasova, a native

of Bratislava, former director of studies at the National Circus School, and
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e Znamy kanadsko-slovensky
fotograf Yuri Doj¢ (vlavo)
v akcii pocas otvorenia
svojej vystavy Last Folio
v Bratislave, m4j 2018. Foto:
Pavol Demes

>

e Well-known Canadian-
Slovak photographer Yuri
Dojc taking a picture during
the opening of his Last Folio
exhibition in Bratislava,
May 2018. Photo: Pavol
Demes

K najaktivnej$im patria slovenska skola v Calgary, ktoru vedie honorarna -

konzulka Eva Hadzima, vo Vancouveri, ktort vedie Zuzana Chlepkova, a v Ed-
montone, ktoru vedie Nina Paulovi¢ova. Rozvija sa aj ¢innost folkléornych
suborov a skupin. V suvislosti s novelou zakona o $tatnom obé¢ianstve v po-
slednej dobe narasta pocdet Ziadosti o slovenské ob¢ianstvo po predkoch, ako
aj pocet dopytov Slovakov o moznost presidlenia naspit na Slovensko.

Najstar§ou krajanskou organizaciou v krajine javorového listu je Kanadska
slovenska liga (zalozena v roku 1932). Od roku 2016 je jej predsedom prof. Ma-
ridn Mark Stolarik. Vydava kanadsko-slovensky dvojtyzdennik (do augusta
2014 tyzdennik) Kanadsky Slovdk (vydavatel Julius Behul, predseda redake-
nej rady Stanislav Kirschbaum). Od roku 1938 organizuje v okoli Toronta Slo-
vensky ndrodny deri v Kanade. Jej ustredna sprava sidli v Toronte, dnes ma
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- recipient of the highest cultural award of the Quebec province (I’Ordre des

arts et des lettres du Québec). At the 57th scholarship ball on November 10,

2023, attended by Ambassador Viera Grigova, seven students were awarded

v celej Kanade uz len okolo 500 ¢lenov. Dlhoro¢nou predsednic¢kou ligy bola -

Mary Ann Doucettova, ktorej v roku 2016 velvyslanec Andrej Droba odovzdal
Zlatu plaketu ministra zahraniénych veci a eurépskych zaleZitosti SR Miro-

scholarships. slava Laj¢aka za jej dlhoro¢nt pracu v prospech krajanskej komunity, prinos
k zachovaniu slovenskej identity a povedomia a $irenie dobrého mena Slo-
The expansion of cable television in the 1970 s enabled the broadcasting of venskej republiky v Kanade.
ethnic programs. Ottawa’s Slovak Spectrum has been broadcasting since 1974.
Na Ottawskej univerzite funguje od roku 1992 Katedra slovenskej historie
T R a kultury. Tri desatrocia ju viedol prof. Maridn Mark Stolarik. V roku 2002 mu

ATHATIIO Hﬂ&":“:'mm des Arts, | Desl
Marc Charron

prezident R. Schuster udelil Medailu prezidenta SR a v maji 2013 bol za svoj
S7i0ABh Table rmd;_i . Austria) & Roman ! vyznan‘m.y prinos k zachovaniu ‘zi ’su"emu slovenskeh’o jazyka, kultury a c‘le(ihc—

*ﬂ"“'::':  ‘maredith Terretta (Ul stva ministrom Miroslavom Lajéakom vymenovany za vyslanca dobrej vole.
Dlsculante | DiscUsTl 5

1819 Réceptio

V roku 2022 prevzal vedenie katedry prof. Roman Krakovsky (pochadza zo Zi-
liny, vy$tudoval a vyucoval histériu Eurépy na univerzitich vo Francuzsku

® S byvalym a stic¢asnym a SVaj(V}iarsku).
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vedlcim Katedry
slovenskych dejin a kulttry
na Ottawskej univerzite.
Na foto zlava: zakladatel
katedry prof. Marian Mark
Stolarik, velvyslankyna
Viera Grigova, novy vedci
katedry prof. Roman
Krakovsky, Huguette Labelle
Hall, Ottawska univerzita,
4. aprila 2024. Foto: archiv
Velvyslanectva SR v Ottawe

<«
With former and current Chair
of Slovak History and Culture
at the University of Ottawa.
In the foto from the left:
founder of the Chair prof.
M. Mark Stolarik, Ambassador
Viera Grigovd, new Chair
holder prof. Roman Krakovsky,
the Huguette Labelle Hall,
University of Ottawa, 4 April,
2024. Photo: archive of the
Slovak Embassy in Ottawa

Na urovni provincii sa sporadicky prezentuju réznymi, prevazne kultirnymi
aktivitami lokalne spolky a zdruzenia. Prikladom je Slovensky kultarny klub
v Calgary ¢i Slovensky dom v Montreale, ktory v st¢asnosti uz nefunguje. Naj-
znamej$imi slovenskymi folkléornymi sibormi v Kanade st tane¢na skupina
Slovak Domovina Dancers z Windsoru, Vychodna Slovak Dancers z Toronta,
folklérny stubor Slneénica a detsky folklorny subor Slnie¢ko z Calgary. Vo Van-
couveri si nadsenci folkloru zalozili subor Slavik a detsky subor Slavicek.

V Kanade pdésobili aj amatérske slovenské divadla - Torontské slovenské di-
vadlo, ktoré sa rozdelilo a nasledne vznikla Slovenska mlada scéna v Toronte
a Kanadsk4 zékladina pre umenie a divadlo. Dalgim délezitym umeleckym
telesom boli Skvosty Olgy Turokovej - divadlo, ktoré sa sustredilo na prezen-
taciu vyznacnych osobnosti slovenskej historie prostrednictvom dramatiza-
cie malych javiskovych foriem.

Od roku 2006 v Toronte taktiez zac¢ala posobit umelecka agentiira CANADA.SK
Entertainment Richarda Stilichu a Pavla Dzac¢ka, ktora pocas svojho trva-
nia zorganizovala pre krajanov mnoho umeleckych podujati. Z nich treba
spomenut turné Miroslava Zbirku, Petra Nagya, Roba Grigorova, koncert
z diel Eugena Suchona v spolupraci s Torontskou filharméniou, vystupenia
Radosinského naivného divadla, MafStory, hudobnych skupin Taktici, Bez
ladu a skladu, Backwards a Longital, ako aj organizovanie sutazi krasy Miss
Czech Slovak Canada, Kanadského slavika - detskej sutaze v prednese ludovej
piesne pod zastitou Petra Dvorského, a rozhlasovej relacie Rishow na vlnach
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- The program, aimed at presenting Slovakia and its culture in Canada, is pre-

pared by volunteers from the Slovak community in close cooperation with
the Slovak Embassy. The long-time producer of Slovak Spectrum is Anna La-
douceur, who is also a very successful amateur beekeeper, having won first
places in Canadian and world competitions. A wave of new immigrants in the
late 1990 s led to the creation of another Slovak broadcast, TV Slovensky Svet in

Toronto, produced by former TV Markiza journalist Katarina Homolova.

Several Slovak personalities in culture, science, education, and business have
contributed to Canada’s success and prestige, finding a home there. They
include artists Eduard Ambros, Elena Gregu$ova, Ladislav Guderna, Martin
Guderna, Frank Jal$ovsky, Tibor Kovalik, Emil Purgita; photographers Yuri
Dojc (recipient of the Slovak state award in 2023), Julo Grznar, Joe Klamar;
costume designer Barbara GreguSova, jeweler Andrea Kolpaska, fashion de-
signers Jana Hanzelova and Lubica Kucerova; dancer Alexandra Apjarova,
ballet master and pedagogue Tomas Schramek, director of studies at the
National Circus School in Canada Daniela Arendasova, acrobats Jan Petrovic¢
and Silvia Vr$kova, mime and clown Juraj Benéik, writer Ilja Ci¢vék, direc-
tor and producer Ivan Reitman, university professors and scientists Ludovit
Zanzotto, Pavel Cheben (recipient of the Slovak state award in 2019, Inter-
national Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering in London), John
Smol, Nina Paulovi¢ova, Peter Ondrus, Jan Veizer, Igor Jurisica, Timea Spitka,
world-renowned TV and film designer Valerian Strazovec, and top manager,

entrepreneur, and philanthropist Jozef Straus.

In 2021, a book titled ,Stefan Boleslav Roman: Uranium King” (written by Jo-
seph M. Burza) was published about one of the most significant personalities
of the Slovak expatriate world, Stefan Boleslav Roman. In the same year,
a bust of Roman was unveiled in Martin at the initiative of Matica slovenska.
The 100th anniversary of the birth of Stefan Roman, founder of the World
Congress of Slovaks and a native of Velky Ruskov, was commemorated on
April 17, 2021, by the Slovak Embassy in Canada. It highlighted that Roman
did not hesitate to use his influence and resources to support Slovakia and
the development of expatriate cultural and social life in Canada and world-
wide. On the 100th anniversary, Slovak Post issued a stamp, and the Krem-

nica Mint produced a set of coins featuring his likeness.
In June 2023, the autobiography of the former Secretary-General of the World

Congress of Slovaks, Reverend Dusan Téth, titled ,,My Journey, “ was launched

at the manor house in Modra (his birthplace).
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Radia Slovakia USA. Na ich aktivitu nadviazal Janko Kosiba, ktory do To-
ronta pozval dal$ich umelcov ako Vasa Patejdla, Petra Lipu, Pavla Hammela
a Dusana Gruna.

Krajanska organizacia Kanadsko-slovenskd asociacia profesionalov a podnika-
telov (Canadian Slovak Professional and Business Association - CSBPA) v Mon-
treale usporaduva uz takmer 60 rokov tradi¢ny $tipendijny ples, na ktorom
ocenuje Studentov zo slovensko-kanadskej komunity v provincii Quebec. Do-
posial poskytla viac ako 450 stipendif v hodnote viac ako 350-tisic kanadskych
dolarov. Pocas 56. ro¢nika v roku 2022 udelil slovensky velvyslanec v Kanade
Vit Koziak osobitné uznanie predsedovi asociacie Dr. Jozefovi Brodymu. Vede-
nie asociacie medzi¢asom prevzala Daniela Arendasova, rodacka z Bratislavy,
byvala riaditelka pre $tddium Néarodnej cirkusovej $koly a drzitelka najvys-
Sieho vyznamenania kanadskej provincie Quebec v oblasti kultary (L'Ordre
des arts et des lettres du Québec). Na 57. ro¢niku $tipendijného plesu 10. no-
vembra 2023 bolo ocenenych sedem Studentiek a $tudentov a zucastnila sa na
nom aj velvyslankyna Viera Grigova.

Vdaka rozsireniu kablovej televizie v 70. rokoch 20. storoc¢ia bolo umoznené
vysielanie narodnostnych programov. Ottawské televizne vysielanie Slovak
Spectrum funguje uz od roku 1974. Priprava programu, ktorého cielom je pre-
zentovat Slovensko a jeho kultiru v Kanade, je dielom dobrovolInikov zo slo-
venskej komunity za tzkej spoluprace so slovenskym velvyslanectvom. Dlho-
ro¢nou producentkou vysielania Slovak Spectrum je Anna Ladouceur, ktora je
zaroven velmi uspe$nou amatérskou véelarkou. Ziskala prvé miesta v celoka-
nadskych i svetovych suitaziach. Vlna novych pristahovalcov koncom 90. rokov
priniesla vznik dalsieho slovenského vysielania TV Slovensky svet v Toronte,
ktorého producentkou je byvald novinarka TV Markiza Katarina Homolova.

K uspechu a prestizi Kanady prispeli viaceré slovenské osobnosti zo sveta kul-
tary, vedy, $kolstva a podnikania, ktoré tu nasli domov. Patria medzi ne: vy-
tvarnici Eduard Ambros, Elena Gregu$ova, Ladislav Guderna, Martin Guder-
na, Frank Jal$ovsky, Tibor Kovalik, Emil Purgina; fotografi Yuri Doj¢ (nositel
$tatneho vyznamenania SR udeleného v roku 2023), Julo Grznar, Joe Klamar;
kostymérka Barbara Gregusova, navrharka $perkov Andrea Kolpaskd, modne
dizajnérky Jana Hanzelova, Lubica Kuderova; tane¢nica Alexandra Apjarova,
baletny majster a pedagég Tomas Schramek, riaditelka pre stidium Narodnej
cirkusovej $koly v Kanade Daniela Arendasovd, akrobati Jan Petrovi¢, Silvia
Vrgkov4, mim a klaun Juraj Ben¢ik, spisovatel Tlja Ci¢vak, reZisér a producent
Ivan Reitman, univerzitni profesori a vedci Ludovit Zanzotto a Pavel Cheben
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- During her state visit to Canada, President Zuzana Caputovd met with over

100 compatriots from Ottawa, Montreal, and the surrounding area at the Slo-
vak Embassy on January 30, 2024. The next day, she attended a Slovak mass
at the Roman Catholic Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Mississauga
and subsequently met with approximately 250 compatriots, including chil-
dren from the Vychodna Slovak Dancers ensemble (celebrating its 40th anni-
versary in the fall). The ensemble, currently led by Miriam Valovd Normore,
organizes spring and fall Slovak balls and dances attended by hundreds of
Slovak expatriates from the Greater Toronto area. The most recent event was
the spring ball on April 27, 2024, where, in addition to dancers of various age

groups from the Vychodna Slovak Dancers, the famous Rusyn singer Stefan

Stec performed.
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® Prezidentka SR Zuzana

Caputova s detmi
z krajanského folklérneho
stiboru Vychodna Slovak
Dancers, 31. januar 2024.
Sabor pésobi pri slovenskom
rimskokatolickom Kostole
svatych Cyrila a Metoda
v Mississauge pod vedenim
Miriam Valovej Normore.
Foto: Marin Garaj, Kanceldria
prezidenta SR

<
The President of the SR Zuzana
Caputovd with children from
the compatriot folk group
Vychodna Slovak Dancers,
31January 2024. The ensemble
works at the Slovak Roman
Catholic Church of St. Cyril
and Methodius in Mississauga
under the leadership of Miriam
Valovd Normore. Photo: Maridn
Garaj, the Presidential Office
of the SR

(nositel $tatneho vyznamenania SR udeleného v roku 2019, International Fel-
low Royal Academy of Engineering v Londyne), John Smol, Nina Paulovic¢ova,
Peter Ondrus, Jan Veizer, Igor Jurisica, Timea Spitka, svetoznamy televizny
a filmovy vytvarnik Valerian Strazovec a $pi¢kovy manazér, podnikatel a filan-
trop Jozef Straus.

V roku 2021 vysla kniha Stefan Boleslav Roman: Uranovy kral (veduci autor-
ského kolektivu Joseph M. Burza) o jednej z najvyznamnej$ich osobnosti slo-
venského krajanského sveta Stefanovi Boleslavovi Romanovi. V tom istom
roku bola Romanovi z iniciativy Matice slovenskej odhalena v Martine busta.
100. vyro¢ie narodenia Stefana Romana, zakladatela Svetového kongresu Slo-
vakov, rodaka z Velkého Ruskova, si 17. aprila 2021 pripomenulo aj slovenské
velvyslanectvo v Kanade. Vyzdvihlo, Ze svoj vplyv a prostriedky nevahal pou-
zivat na podporu Slovenska, ako aj na rozvoj krajanského kultirneho a spo-
lo¢enského Zivota v Kanade a vo svete. Pri prileZitosti 100. vyroc¢ia vydala Slo-
venska posta znamku a Mincoviia Kremnica stibor minci s jeho podobiziiou.
V jani 2023 sa v kastieli v Modre (rodisko autora) konal krst autobiografickej
knihy byvalého generalneho tajomnika Svetového kongresu Slovakov reveren-
da Dusana Totha Moja cesta (od roku 1969 Zije v Toronte).

Prezidentka SR Zuzana Caputova sa pocas §tatnej navstevy Kanady 30. ja-
nudra 2024 stretla na slovenskom velvyslanectve s viac ako 100 krajanmi
z Ottawy, Montrealu a okolia. Na dalsi den sa ztc¢astnila na slovenskej omsi
v rimskokatolickom Kostole svitych Cyrila a Metoda v Mississauge a nasledne
sa stretla s priblizne 250 krajanmi vratane deti z folklérneho suboru Vychod-
na Slovak Dancers (na jesen oslavi 40. vyrocie zalozenia). Stibor v sacasnosti
posobi pod vedenim Miriam Valovej Normore a organizuje na jar a na jesen
slovenské plesy a zabavy, na ktorych sa zucastiiuju stovky slovenskych kraja-
nov a krajaniek z oblasti §ir§ieho Toronta. Poslednou akciou bol jarny ples
27. aprila 2024, na ktorom popri tane¢niciach a tane¢nikoch réznych veko-
vych skupin zo stboru Vychodna Slovak Dancers vystupil aj znamy rusinsky
spevak Stefan Stec.
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I Hockey Connections

In public perception, Canada is closely associated with the popular sport of
ice-hockey. Many Slovak hockey players have made their mark in the more
than a century-long history of the National Hockey League (NHL), founded in
1917 in Montreal. Before 1989, the legends were mainly Stan Mikita and the
Stastny brothers. Mikita, from the now-defunct village of Sokol¢e in Liptov,
was sent to Canada to live with his uncle in 1948 and in 1961, he became the
first Slovak to win the Stanley Cup. Following him were the famous Stastny
brothers from Bratislava. Peter and Anton emigrated in 1980, and a year later,
Marian joined them. They established themselves in the Quebec Nordiques
team. As a result of his excellent performances, Peter was inducted into the

Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto.

The Stastny brothers received the honor of having a joint statue unveiled
in Quebec, Canada. The ceremonial event took place on August 9, 2019, in
front of the Videotron Center arena, where Peter, Anton, and Marian played
together for the Quebec Nordiques. The widely publicized ceremony was at-
tended by numerous fans, Quebec City Mayor Régis Labeaume, and Slovak
Ambassador to Canada Vit Koziak. The artistic piece, titled ,,Touching the
Goal,” was created by Pierre Brassard and Marie-Pier Lebeau.
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e Byvalé hokejové hviezdy NHL

Peter Bondra (vpravo vzadu)
a Marian Hossa (vpravo)
podpisuju fotografie na
Slovenskom dni v Ottawe
v oktébri 2017. Foto: archiv
Velvyslanectva SR v Ottawe
<
Former NHL hockey stars Peter
Bondra (far right) and Marian
Hossa (right) while signing
photographs at the Slovak
Day in Ottawa, October 2017.
Photo: archive of the Slovak
Embassy in Ottawa

Hokejové spojenia

Vo vnimani verejnosti je Kanada u nas vo velkej miere spajana s popularnym
hokejom. Do vyse storo¢nej historie National Hockey League - NHL (vznikla
v roku 1917 v Montreale) sa zapisali i mnohi slovenski hokejisti. Pred rokom
1989 to boli najmi legendy ako Stan Mikita pochadzajuci z dnes uz zaniknu-
tej liptovskej obce Sokol¢e, ktorého v roku 1948 poslali za strykom do Kanady
(v roku 1961 ako prvy Slovak ziskal Stanley Cup). Po nom to boli slavni sturo-
denci z Bratislavy bratia Stastni. Peter a Anton emigrovali v roku 1980 a o rok
neskdr za nimi prisiel Marian. Etablovali sa v time Quebec Nordiques. Peter
sa vdaka svojim vykonom stal ¢lenom Hokejovej siene slavy v Toronte.

Bratskej trojici hokejistov Stastnych sa dostalo pocty v podobe odhalenia spo-
loéného susosia v kanadskom Quebecu. Slavnostna udalost sa uskutocnila
9. augusta 2019 pred halou Videotron Center, v ktorej Peter, Anton a Marian
spolo¢ne nastupovali v drese timu NHL Quebec Nordiques. Na Siroko mediali-
zovanej ceremonii za pritomnosti pocetnych fanusikov sa zucastnil aj staros-
ta mesta Quebec Régis Labeaume a slovensky velvyslanec v Kanade Vit Koziak.
Autormi umeleckého diela st Pierre Brassard a Marie-Pier Lebeau a nesie na-
zov Dotkniit sa ciela.

Po roku 1989 sa uchytili v kanadskych a americkych kluboch mnohi slovenski
hraci. Hokejové dresy kanadskych klubov si obliekali napriklad Peter Bondra
(Ottawa Senators), Zdeno Ciger (Edmonton Oilers), Pavol Demitra (Ottawa Sena-
tors, Vancouver Canucks), Miroslav Satan (Edmonton Oilers), Richard Zednik
(Montreal Canadiens), Rébert Svehla (Calgary Flames), Marian Hossa (Ottawa
Senators), Zdeno Chara (Ottawa Senators) a Marian Gaborik (Ottawa Senators).

Montreal Canadiens si z prvého miesta draftu NHL v jali 2022 vybrali Slova-
ka Juraja Slafkovského, ktory sa stal vobec najvyssie draftovanym Slovakom
v histérii. Vo svojom time patri k najuspesnej$im hracom.

V roku 2017 sa trénerom slovenskej hokejovej reprezentdcie stal Kanadan Craig
Ramsay, ktory v tejto funkcii pésobi dodnes a uspesne spolupracuje s prezi-
dentom Slovenského zvizu ladového hokeja (SZI'H) Miroslavom Satanom. Pred
nim uz v tejto funkcii kratko posobil jeho krajan Glen Hanlon (2010 - 2011).
Craig Ramsay priviedol slovensky hokejovy tim na ZOH v Pekingu v roku 2022
k bronzovej medaile. Na majstrovstvach sveta v roku 2023 v zapase proti Ka-
zachstanu viedol ako tréner slovensku hokejovu reprezentaciu 123. raz, ¢im
prekonal rekord Juliusa Suplera.
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- Since 1989, many Slovak players found success in Canadian and American

clubs. Slovak players who donned the jerseys of Canadian clubs include Pe-
ter Bondra (Ottawa Senators), Zdeno Ciger (Edmonton Oilers), Pavol Demitra
(Ottawa Senators, Vancouver Canucks), Miroslav Satan (Edmonton Oilers),
Richard Zednik (Montreal Canadiens), Rébert Svehla (Calgary Flames), Marian
Hossa (Ottawa Senators), Zdeno Chara (Ottawa Senators), and Marian Gaborik

(Ottawa Senators).

In July 2022, the Montreal Canadiens selected Slovak Juraj Slafkovsky as the
first overall pick in the NHL draft, making him the highest-drafted Slovak
player in history. In the 2023-24 season, Slatkovsky set a new Canadiens re-
cord for most goals scored by a teenager in a single season, surpassing a re-
cord that had stood since 1975.

In 2017, Canadian Craig Ramsay became the coach of the Slovak national

hockey team, a position he still holds, working successfully with the president

of Slovak Ice Hockey (SZI'H), Miroslav Satan. Before him, another Canadian,

Marian Hossa ako druhy Slovék a treti rodak zo Slovenska po Petrovi Stastnom -

a Stanovi Mikitovi vstupil v novembri 2021 do Hokejovej siene slavy v Toronte.

Bohata je aj histéria stretnuti reprezentaénych vyberov Kanady a Slovenska.
Statistické prevaha vitazstiev je uréite na strane hra¢ov z kolisky tohto $portu,
ale pre Slovensko st pamitné vyhry. Na ZOH v Norsku v roku 1994 vyhrali Slo-
vaci nad Kanadou prvykrat - 3:1. Reprezentanti SR uspeli v dueli s Kanadou aj
v roku 2002 na majstrovstvach sveta vo Svédsku. Svoje play-off tazenie za zlatou
medailou zac¢ali vo $védskom Karlstade vyhrou nad ,javorovymi listami® 3:2.
Dékazom spolo¢nej lasky k hokeju je aj ¢asta ucast kanadskej velvyslankyne
(predtym vo funkcii chargé d’affaires) Cheryl Cruzovej na réznych podujatiach
organizovanych SZIH. V auguste 2023 sa na $tadione Pavla Demitru v Trenc¢ine
konal prestizny medzinarodny turnaj hokejistov do 18 rokov Hlinka Gretzky
Cup. Uvodné buly zadpasu timov Kanady a Slovenska vhodila Cheryl Cruzova
spolu s prezidentom SZI'H Miroslavom Satanom. Na druhej strane, v marci
2023 sa na $pecidlnom podujati venovanom odhaleniu loga slovenskej firmy
ESET na lade klubu Calgary Flames ziéastnil aj velvyslanec Vit Koziak.

Velvyslanectvo Kanady sprostredkovalo nav$tevu Katherine Hendersonovej,
prezidentky a generdlnej riaditelky Hockey Canada, ktora 27. méja 2024 navsti-
vila Bratislavu, aby diskutovala o podpore hokeja zien a dievéat na Slovensku.
Stretla sa s najvys$imi predstavitelmi Slovenského zvizu ladového hokeja, aby
zacala slubné partnerstvo medzi Kanadou a Slovenskom v tejto oblasti. Pani
Hendersonova bola jednym z ¢estnych hosti na veéeri, ktoru usporiadala vel-
vyslankynia Cruzova na oslavu nového partnerstva a tiez na ocenenie Craiga
Ramsayho za jeho prinos k rozvoju slovenského hokeja.

e Legendarnej bratskej trojici hokejistov Stastnych sa dostalo pocty v podobe odhalenia
spolo¢ného sutsosia v kanadskom Quebecu. Slavnostna udalost sa uskutocnila 8. augusta
2019 pred halou Videotron Center, v ktorej Peter, Anton a Marian spoloc¢ne nastupovali
v drese timu NHL Quebec Nordiques. Na foto zlava: velvyslanec Vit Koziak, Marian Stastny,
Anton Stastny (v poklaku), za nim tvorcovia diela Marie-Pier Lebeau a Pierre Brassard,
starosta mesta Quebec Régis Labeaume, Marie Claire Ouellet, prezidentka Quebec National
Capital Commission, Peter Stastny. Foto: archiv Velvyslanectva SR v Ottawe

<«

® The legendary fraternal trio of hockey players Stastny was honored in the form of the
unveiling of a joint statue in Quebec, Canada. The ceremonial event took place on 8 August,
2019 in front of the Videotron Center Hall, in which Peter, Anton and Maridn appeared
together in the jersey of the NHL team Quebec Nordiques. In the photo from the left:
Ambassador Vit Koziak, Maridn Stastny, Anton Stastny (kneeling), behind him the creators
of the work Marie-Pier Lebeau and Pierre Brassard, the mayor of the city of Quebec Régis
Labeaume, Marie Claire Ouellet, the president of the Quebec National Capital Commission,
Peter Stastny. Photo: archive of the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa
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- Glen Hanlon, briefly served as coach (2010-2011). Craig Ramsay led the Slovak

hockey team to a bronze medal at the Beijing Winter Olympics in 2022. At
the 2023 World Championship, in a game against Kazakhstan, he coached the
Slovak national team for the 123rd time, breaking the record of Julius Supler.

Marian Hossa became the second Slovak and the third Slovak-born player
after Peter Stastny and Stan Mikita, to be inducted into the Hockey Hall of

Fame in Toronto in November 2021.

The history of matches between the national teams of Canada and Slovakia
is rich. Canada holds a statistical advantage in wins, but Slovakia has memo-
rable victories. At the 1994 Winter Olympics in Norway, Slovakia defeated
Canada for the first time with a score of 3-1. Slovak players also succeeded in
a duel with Canada at the 2002 World Championship in Sweden, beginning
their playoff run for the gold medal with a 3-2 victory over the ,Maple Leafs“
in Karlstad, Sweden.

Demonstrating a shared love for hockey, the Canadian ambassador (previously
chargé d’affaires) Cheryl Cruz frequently attended various events organized
by the SZLH. In August 2023, the prestigious Hlinka Gretzky Cup, an inter-
national tournament for U-18 hockey players, was held at the Pavol Demitra
Stadium in Trenc¢in. The opening puck at the game between Team Canada

and Team Slovakia was dropped by the Canadian ambassador.

The embassy facilitated the visit of Katherine Henderson, the President and
CEO of Hockey Canada, who visited Bratislava on May 27, 2024, to discuss the
promotion of hockey for women and girls in Slovakia. She met with Hockey
Slovakia top officials to start what promises to be an important partnership
between Canada and Slovakia. Ms. Henderson was one of the guests of honor

at a dinner hosted by Ambassador Cruz to celebrate the new partnership,

e Stretnutie hokejovych lidrov

v Bratislave. Na foto zlava:
Miroslav Satan, prezident SZI'H,
Cheryl Cruzova, velvyslankyna
Kanady na Slovensku, Katherine
Hendersonova, prezidentka a CEO
Hockey Canada, a Craig Ramsay,
hlavny tréner slovenského
narodného hokejového muzstva,

27. m4j 2024. Foto: Ivan Kelement
>

and to recognize Craig Ramsay, for his contributions to the advancement of e Meeting of hockey leaders in

Slovak hockey.
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Bratislava. In the photo from the
left: Miroslav Satan, President of
Slovak Hockey Federation, Cheryl
Cruz, Ambassador of Canada to
Slovakia, Katherine Henderson,
Hockey Canada President & CEO,
and Craig Ramsay, Team Slovakia
head coach, 27 May 2024. Photo:
Ivan Kelement

e Cestné vhadzovanie (kanadska

velvyslankyna Cheryl Cruzova
a prezident SZLH Miroslav Satan)
na hokejovom zapase Kanada -
Slovensko na medzinarodnom
turnaji Hlinka Gretzky Cup U-18,
Trencin 2. august 2023. Foto:
Andrej Galica

>
Honorary faceoff (Canadian
Ambassador Cheryl Cruz and
President of the Slovak Hockey
Federation Miroslav Satan) at the
Canada-Slovakia hockey game
at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup U-18
international tournament, Trencin,
2 August 2023. Photo: Andrej Galica
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Pavol Demes$ (nar. 1956) je nezavisly zahrani¢nopoliticky analytik, expert na obgiansku spo-
locnost a televizny moderator sidliaci v Bratislave. Pdsobi ako ¢len spravnej rady Slovenskej
spolo¢nosti pre zahrani¢nu politiku, ako aj Eurépskej nadacie pre demokraciu.

V online televizii TASR.TV mé vlastny televizny program o medzinarodnych vztahoch a dip-
lomacii. Publikoval mnozstvo ¢lankov a knih o medzindrodnych vztahoch a obcianskej spo-
lo¢nosti a mal niekolko desiatok fotografickych vystav vo viacerych krajinach. Predtym
posobil ako vykonny riaditel Slovenskej akademickej informacnej agentdry — Servisného
centra pre treti sektor. V rokoch 1991 — 1992 bol ministrom medzinarodnych vztahov SR
a pracoval aj ako poradca prezidenta SR pre zahrani¢n( politiku (1993 - 1997). Od roku 2000
do septembra 2010 bol riaditelom pre strednt a vychodn( Eurdpu organizacie German
Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF US).

Vybrané ocenenia: Cena EU-USA za rozvoj demokracie a ob&ianskej spolo&nosti (1998), ho-
landské kralovské vyznamenanie Rytier RAdu Orange Nassau (2005), Rad juhoslovanskej
hviezdy prvej triedy (2005), Cena Woodrowa Wilsona (2018), Medaila za zasluhy o sloven-
sku diplomaciu (2023).
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