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Il Foreword by Rastislav Kader,

Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic

Three decades of the Slovak-American cooperation form a story of friendship,
partnership, and Alliance that has successfully transformed from vision to
reality. From the expectations and ambitions of a young republic, a mature
relationship has developed based on trust, shared fundamental values, and
concrete examples of benefits for both sides.

In three decades, we have built a relationship that has repeatedly passed dif-
ficult tests. The United States substantially supported us in the period of
Euro-Atlantic integration, after the 9/11 attacks we jointly defended demo-
cratic society from international terrorism, and recently we have faced the
challenge to the European security architecture caused by aggressive actions
of Putin’s Russia.

Maybe that is why we see the value of the transatlantic partnership mainly
in the American military presence in Central Europe, including in our terri-
tory. The strength and importance of our partnership is expressed through
defense guarantees stemming from Article 5 of the North-Atlantic Treaty, as
well as cooperation in the area of modernization of our armed forces, train-

ing, and exercises.

The scope of Slovak-American cooperation stretches far beyond our military
alliance, though. Challenges we face as two like-minded democratic countries
in the age of expansion of authoritarian models of governance include the
protection of our communication infrastructure, including social networks
and the democratic nature of the Internet, preservation of our technological
predominance and independence, security of supply chains in critical sec-
tors, diversification of sources and routes of energy, countering disinforma-
tion and its influence on public debate, and protection of the rule of law and

democratic institutions, including free media.

The past 30 years of friendship between Washington and Bratislava have con-
firmed that strong economic, cultural, and people-to-people relations are
founded on shared values. We have been enjoying an era of cooperation in the

investment, trade, education, and science.
We are following the strong bond established by the Slovak diaspora in the

United Sates at the beginning of the previous century. On historic experience
of American support for the creation of the democratic Czechoslovakia. On
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Predslov Rastislava Kacera,

ministra zahrani¢nych veci a eurépskych zalezitosti Slovenskej republiky

Tri dekady slovensko-americkej spoluprace
st pribehom uspesného napliiania tézy o priatelstve, partnerstve a spoje-
nectve konkrétnym obsahom. Z ocakavani a ambicii mladej demokraticke;j
republiky sa vyvinul zrely vztah zalozeny na vzajomnej dévere, porozumeni
v otazkach zakladnych hodnét a hmatatelnych prikladoch obojstrannej vy-
hodnosti.

Za tri desatrocia sme si vybudovali vztah, ktory opakovane obstal v nelah-
kych skuskach: Spojené staty nas zasadnym spésobom podporili v obdobi in-
tegracie do euroatlantickych $truktur, po utokoch z 11. septembra 2001 sme
spolo¢ne branili demokratickt spolo¢nost pred hrozbou medzinarodného
terorizmu a najnovsie ¢elime otrasom eurdpskej bezpecnostnej architektury,
ktoré vyvolali agresivne kroky Putinovho Ruska.

Preto dnes azda najsilnejsie vnimame hodnotu transatlantického partnerstva
cez americku vojensku pritomnost v stredoeurépskom regione, a to vratane
spojencov pdsobiacich na nasom tizemi. Silu a vyznam nasho partnerstva po-
tvrdzuju obranné garancie vyplyvajice z ¢lanku 5 Severoatlantickej zmluvy,
ale tiez spolupraca v oblasti modernizacie ozbrojenych sil, vycviku a cviceni.

Mnozina tém spoluprace v slovensko-americkych vztahoch vsak siaha dale-
ko za oblast vojensko-obranného spojenectva. Vyzvy, ktorym ako dve podob-
ne zmyslajuce demokratické krajiny celime v ¢ase expanzie autoritarskych
modelov vladnutia, zahftiaji ochranu nasej komunikacnej infrastruktuary
vratane socidlnych sieti a demokratickej podoby internetu, udrzanie techno-
logickej prevahy a nezavislosti, bezpe¢nost dodavatelskych sieti v kritickych
odvetviach, diverzifikaciu zdrojov a tras energii, obmedzovanie vplyvu dez-
informadcii na verejna diskusiu a ochranu pravneho $tatu a jeho institucii,

osobitne slobodnych médii.

Ostatnych 30 rokov priatelstva medzi Washingtonom a Bratislavou potvrdilo,
Ze na pevnych hodnotovych zakladoch slovensko-americkej vizby stoja silné
hospodarske, kultirne a medziludské vztahy. Zazivali sme a zazivame obdo-
bie expanzie investicii, obchodnej vymeny, vzdelavacej a vedecko-technickej
spoluprace.

Nadvédzujeme na silné puto, ktoré zalozila slovenska diaspora v USA este za-
¢iatkom minulého storocia; na historicka skusenost s podporou Spojenych
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U.S. assistance to the Slovak National Uprising. On the power of enduring
relations between the two nations in the dark age of Communism. On the
RFE’s broadcasts. On the fight against the Coronavirus pandemic.

The excellent relations between Slovakia and the United States are not a re-
sult of a simple political decision. To the contrary, they represent a process
with deep historic, spiritual, and cultural roots, a process driven by security
and economic interests of the country. But it will require effort and aware-
ness by policy-makers to keep this process in good condition, especially while
facing an epidemic of populism, disinformation, and degradation of the

quality of public discourse.

The award, though, will be that in the uncertain global environment we will
always have a friend, partner and ally on the other side of the Atlantic.

5) FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

Statov pre vznik demokratického Ceskoslovenska; na americkti pomoc Slo-
venskému narodnému povstaniu; na silu nikdy celkom nepretrhnutej vizby
medzi dvoma narodmi v temnom obdobi komunistickej totality; na vysiela-
nie Radia Slobodna Eurépa; na boj proti pandémii koronavirusu.

Vynikajace vztahy medzi Slovenskom a Spojenymi $tatmi nie su vysledkom
jednoduchého politického rozhodnutia. Naopak, predstavuju proces, ktory
ma hlboké historické, duchovné, hodnotové a kulturne korene, proces pod-
poreny zrejmymi bezpeénostnymi a ekonomickymi zdujmami $tatu. Je vsak
zaroven pravdou, Ze jeho udrziavanie v kondicii si v obdobi rozmachu nezdra-
vych populistickych rie$eni, dezinformacii a prepadu kultiry verejnej dis-
kusie bude vyzadovat uvedomelost a usilie zodpovednych za tvorbu politiky.

Odmenou nam v8ak bude, Ze aj v neistom globalnom prostredi sa vzdy bude-

me moct spolahnut na priatela, partnera a spojenca spoza Atlantiku.
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I oreword by Ambassador Gautam A. Rana

U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic

Each morning, I arrive to work at a building
that has seen much. It watched as Slovaks celebrated the creation of Czecho-
slovakia after World War I and its reestablishment after World War II. It wel-
comed the first American diplomats in 1948 only to stand empty for 40 years
during the Cold War—a symbol of the United States’ undeterred commitment
to the people of Slovakia. It witnessed the celebration in Hviezdoslav Square
on January 1, 1993, as an independent Slovak Republic emerged. As I enter
the embassy, I walk past a photo of the Slovak-born Michael Strank raising
the US. flag in Iwo Jima just days before he paid the ultimate sacrifice. Turn-
ing a corner, I come to a photo of Milan Rastislav Stefanik in Washington,
dreaming of a Slovakia free from the yoke of imperial powers. By the time
I arrive in my office, it is impossible to think of the Slovak-U.S. relationship
in abstract terms. Its reminders surround each of us.

For Pavol Demes, this relationship is no abstraction. This 30" anniversary
edition of “Friend-Partner-Ally” is a testament to and celebration of the friend-
ship our two countries have shared and continue to share. As we look back
over the past 30 years, it is humbling to see the commitment and hard work of
the Slovak people to create a resilient democracy that reflects the dreams and
aspirations of its people. I am heartened by and celebrate the strategic vision
and transatlantic commitment of its leaders. And today, Slovakia’s staunch
support for transatlantic values matters more than ever, as Slovakia and the
Slovak people generously support Ukraine and Ukrainians after Russia’s bru-
tal, unprovoked invasion in February 2022.

The United States is proud to have played a part in the remarkable story Slova-
kia has written and continues to write. Our cooperation spans the past, pres-
ent, and looks into the future. Beginning with the Cleveland and Pittsburgh
Agreements in 1915 and 1918, respectively, Czech and Slovak expatriates in
the United States worked to establish the first democracy in central Europe
after World War I. Supported by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson and antici-
pating by 30 years the global independence movements after World War II,
the formation of Czechoslovakia was one of the first calls for an independent
and free country and a significant break from centuries of domination by
foreign empires.

Though the shadow of domination fell across Slovakia once again in 1939, the
1944 Slovak National Uprising, to which the United States contributed people

8 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

Predslov Gautama Ranu
mimoriadneho a splnomocneného velvyslanca Spojenych statov
na Slovensku

Kazdé rano prichadzam pracovat do budo-
vy, ktora toho vela zazila. Prizerala sa, ked Slovaci po prvej svetovej vojne
oslavovali vznik Ceskoslovenska, ako aj jeho obnovenie po druhej svetovej voj-
ne. V roku 1948 privitala prvych americkych diplomatov, aj ked kratko nato
zostala v obdobi Studenej vojny ¢akat prazdna 40 rokov - i8lo o symbol ne-
ochvejného zavizku Spojenych $tatov vodi slovenskému ludu. Dnia 1. januara
1993 bola na Hviezdoslavovom namesti svedkom oslav zrodu nezavislej Sloven-
skej republiky. Pri vstupe do ambasady prechadzam popri fotogratfii sloven-
ského roddka Michaela Stranka, ako vzty¢uje na ostrove ITwo Jima americku
vlajku len par dni pred tym, nez podstupi tu najvyssiu obet. Ked zajdem
za roh, pridem k fotografii Milana Rastislava Stefdnika vo Washingtone, kde
snival o Slovensku, ktoré by nebolo v podruéi imperidlnych mocnosti. Kym sa
ocitnem v kanceldrii, prestant byt slovensko-americké vztahy abstraktnym
pojmom. Dékazy o nich obklopuji kazdého z nas.

Tieto vztahy nie st ni¢im abstraktnym ani pre Pavla Demes$a. Vydanie knihy
Priatel - partner - spojenec k 30. vyro¢iu ich nadviazania predstavuje svedec-
tvo a oslavu vzajomného pretrvavajuceho priatelstva nasich dvoch krajin. Pri
pohlade na uplynulych 30 rokov s pokorou sledujeme zavizok a intenzivnu
pracu slovenského lIudu pri vytvarani odolnej demokracie, ktora odraza sny
a tuzby ludi. Strategicka vizia a transatlanticky zavizok zo strany slovenskych
predstavitelov ma povzbudzuju a vyzdvihujem ich. Na neochvejnej podpo-
re Slovenska pre transatlantické hodnoty zaleZi e$te viac ako predtym prave
dnes, ked po brutélnej a nevyprovokovanej invazii zo strany Ruska vo februari
2022 Slovensko a slovensky Iud $tedro podporujui Ukrajinu a ukrajinsky lud.

Spojené staty s hrdostou zohrali svoju Glohu v pozoruhodnom pribehu, ktory
Slovensko pisalo a piSe i nadalej. Nasa spolupraca sa klenie ponad minulost
i sucasnost a hladi do budicnosti. Uz od ¢ias Clevelandskej dohody v roku
1915 a Pittsburskej dohody v roku 1918 sa ¢eski a slovenski vystahovalci v Spo-
jenych Statoch usilovali vytvorit po prvej svetovej vojne prva demokraciu
v strednej Eurépe. Vznik Ceskoslovenska, ktory mal podporu amerického
prezidenta Woodrowa Wilsona, o tridsat rokov predisiel svetové hnutia za ne-
zavislost, ktoré vznikli po druhej svetovej vojne. Predstavoval jedno z prvych
volani po nezavislej a slobodnej krajine a zaroven znamenal zasadné ukonce-
nie storo¢i nadvlady cudzich ris.
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and supplies, was an important effort to push the Nazis out of Slovak terri-
tory. With the Communist takeover in 1948, the Czechoslovak government
closed the then-U.S. consulate in Bratislava in 1950.

Seventy-three years later, Europe—and Slovakia—find themselves in a world
remarkably different. The Iron Curtain fell in November 1989, and a mere
three years later, Slovakia asserted its sovereignty, establishing an indepen-
dent, democratic Slovak state on January 1, 1993. The United States has stood
with Slovakia since its modern reincarnation, reopening our consulate in
May 1991, and then, on January 4, 1993, putting up the shield of a U.S. Em-
bassy in the newly formed republic.

We are friends, partners, and Allies. As I look through the pages of this book,
I am struck, once again, by how much we share. The photos alone tell a com-
pelling story of the United States and Slovakia walking side by side together
for the last 30 years. And as such we have made the ultimate commitment to
defend each other as we would defend ourselves. Following Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, U.S. troops stand alongside Slovaks and other NATO Allies in de-
fending Slovakia. The recently signed Defense Cooperation Agreement will

further strengthen our security relationship.

Equally important, we share the same values. We stand together against au-
thoritarianism, promoting a free media, fighting corruption, upholding de-
mocracy, and protecting the most vulnerable among us. Our people have
benefitted from trade and investment that has created thousands of jobs for
Slovaks and Americans and increased the prosperity of our nations.

Each evening as I leave the embassy, I walk past the photos and out the doors
of the building that has seen much. Those “mystic chords of memory,” as
Abraham Lincoln called them, remain with me. As I see daily these remind-
ers of our shared history, all that we have written together, I am ever more
confident that what we write together in the years to come will be even more
significant as our two countries continue to deepen our bonds as friends,

partners, and Allies.
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Hoci na Slovensko v roku 1939 opit padol tiett nadvlady, délezité usilie pri
vytla¢eni nacistov zo slovenského tizemia predstavovalo Slovenské narodné
povstanie v roku 1944, ku ktorému Spojené $taty prispeli z ludskej i mate-
ridlnej stranky. Po prevzati moci komunistami v roku 1948 c¢eskoslovenska
vlada vtedajsi americky konzulat v Bratislava v roku 1950 zatvorila.

Po 73 rokoch sa Eurdpa - a Slovensko - ocitaju v zna¢ne odli$nom svete. V no-
vembri 1989 padla Zelezna opona a len o tri roky neskér ziskalo Slovensko
suverenitu, ked 1. januara 1993 vznikol samostatny, demokraticky slovensky
tat. Spojené Staty stali pri Slovensku od ¢ias jeho moderného znovuzrodenia,
ked v maji 1991 znovu otvorili konzulat a potom 4. januara 1993 vyvesili stit
velvyslanectva USA v novovzniknutej republike.

Sme priatelia, partneri a spojenci. Ako si prezeram stranky tejto knihy, opit
som prekvapeny, kolko mame spolo¢ného. Uz i len samotné fotografie roz-
pravaju putavy pribeh Spojenych statov a Slovenska, ako poslednych 30 rokov
kracaju spolu bok po boku. Preto sme sa jednoznacéne zaviazali branit sa na-
vzajom tak, ako by sme sa branili my sami. Po ruskej invazii na Ukrajinu stoja
pri obrane Slovenska americké jednotky po boku Slovakov a dalsich spojen-
cov NATO. Nedavno podpisand Dohoda o spolupraci v oblasti obrany este viac
posilni nas bezpeénostny vztah.

Rovnako dolezité je, ze zdielame tie isté hodnoty. Spolu stojime proti autori-
tarskym rezimom, ked podporujeme slobodné médid, bojujeme proti korup-
cii, presadzujeme demokraciu a chranime tych najzranitelnejsich spomedzi
nas. Nasi ludia majua prospech z obchodovania a investicii, ktoré pre Slovakov
a Americanov vytvaraja tisice pracovnych miest a zvy$uju blahobyt nasich

narodov.

Vzdy, ked vecer odchadzam z velvyslanectva, prechadzam popri fotografiach
a vychadzam z dveri budovy, ktora toho vela zazila. Rezonuju vo mne tie ,ta-
juplné spevy pamiti“, ako ich nazval Abraham Lincoln. Ked denne vidim to,
¢o pripomina nas$u spolo¢nu historiu, vSetko, ¢o sme spolu napisali, som si
eSte viac isty, Ze to, ¢o spolu napiSeme v nadchadzajucich rokoch, bude este
vyznamnejsie vdaka tomu, Ze nase dve krajiny budu i nadalej upeviiovat svoje
puta ako priatelia, partneri a spojenci.
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Il oreword by Radovan Javoreik

Slovak Ambassador to the United States

On anniversaries, we evaluate, turn new
pages, or open new chapters. There is much to remember in Slovak-American
relations after 30 years of modern partnership. This publication brings to
the reader a great, unbiased mirror through several chapters. After 30 years,
I don’t think it’s necessary to turn the page or to open a new chapter. Per-
haps new and broader subsections will be necessary. But we do not close
anything. On the contrary, we continue to do what our friendship, partner-
ship, and alliance is best at. We have open relationships like in a well-written
book that can surprise and whose sequels do not have to have permanent

characters and cast.

The third decade of American-Slovak relations was not marked by black
holes or exaggerated expectations. We pursued and opened new avenues in
defense cooperation, energy security, or research. Despite the ill-wishers, no-
-one lost sovereignty or invention. On the contrary, thanks to the partnership
and alliance with the USA, Slovakia is better prepared for the difficult period
of confrontation, concocted and forced upon us by Russia’s decision to at-
tack Ukraine. I don’t just mean timely, strong, and immediate help by the
US Army in protecting our airspace, neglected even during times of peace.
I mean the recognition that the best solutions are coming not by force but
by a joint effort to be first - first in recognition, mitigation and prevention of

the challenges and threats ahead of us.

Let’s have a look at how we discussed the energy security of Slovakia. We did
it together, diving into the real, not theoretical, search for new sources and
routes for the supply of energy and raw materials. Certainly, the US does not
offer all solutions. We have our interests. But why is it that when we discuss
together, we always find a way to strengthen ourselves, open up new possibil-
ities, and protect our individual interests? In Slovak-American relations, not
only thanks to the last three decades, but since the first emigrant from Slo-
vakia to America in the 19th century, the principle of respect was untouch-
able. That is why innovative companies from Slovakia are finding space in
the very competitive and unforgiving environment of the USA. Therefore, US

Steel is a good partner in the decarbonization of industry in Slovakia.

I am happy about the fact that the most natural form of building people-
-to-people relations, academic, and cultural exchanges continues. “Fulbright
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Predslov Radovana Javorcika
mimoriadneho a splnomocneného velvyslanca Slovenskej republiky
v Spojenych $tatoch americkych

Pri vyro¢iach sa zvidé8a hodnoti, obracia list
alebo otvara nova kapitola. V slovensko-americkych vztahoch je po 30 rokoch
moderného partnerstva na ¢o spominat. Vdaé¢im tejto publikacii za skvelé,
nepokrivené zrkadlo, ktoré poskytuje v jednotlivych kapitolach. Po 30 ro-
koch si nemyslim, zZe je potrebné obracat list ¢i otvarat novu kapitolu. Mozno
budu potrebné nové a obsiahlejsie podkapitoly. Ni¢ neuzatvarame. Naopak,
pokracujeme v tom, v ¢om je nase priatelstvo, partnerstvo a spojenectvo naj-
lepsie. Mame otvorené vztahy ako v dobre rozéitanej knihe, ktora vie prekva-
pit a ktorej pokracovanie nemusi mat stale osoby a obsadenie.

Tretiu dekddu americko-slovenskych vztahov nepoznadili premrhané pri-
lezitosti alebo prehnané ocakavania. Sledovali sme a otvorili nové scenare
v oblasti obrannej spoluprace, energetickej bezpec¢nosti ¢i vyskumu. Napriek
straSeniu neprajnikov nikto neprisiel o suverenitu ani invenciu. Prave naopak,
vdaka partnerstvu a spojenectvu s USA je Slovensko lepsie pripravené na taz-
ké obdobie konfrontécie, ktortt ndm pripravilo a nanutilo rozhodnutie Ruska
vojensky zauto¢it na Ukrajinu. Nemyslim tym iba mimoriadne v¢asnu, silna
a bezprostrednt pomoc pri ochrane nasho vzdugného priestoru, ktora bola za-
nedband aj v mierovych ¢asoch. Myslim tym pochopenie, Ze najlepsie rieSenia
neprichadzaji pod tlakom, ale spoloé¢nym usilim byt prvy - prvy v rozpoznava-

ni, zmierniovani a prevencii vyziev a hrozieb, ktoré su pred nami.

Pozrime sa na spdsob, akym spolo¢ne diskutujeme o energetickej bezpe¢nosti
Slovenska, o redlnom, nie papierovom hladani novych zdrojov a tras dodavok
energii a surovin. Isteze, USA nepontukaju v8etky rieSenia. Mame svoje zaujmy.
Cim to v8ak je, e ked spolu diskutujeme, vzdy najdeme spdsob, ako sa posil-
nit, odkryt nové moznosti a ochranit vlastné zaujmy? V slovensko-americkych
vztahoch sa nielen vdaka poslednym trom dekddam, ale od prvého vystahoval-
ca zo Slovenska do Ameriky v 19. storo¢i zakotvil nedotknutelny princip res-
pektu. Preto inovativne firmy zo Slovenska si nachadzaju priestor v prostredi
USA, ktoré je velmi konkuren¢né a ni¢ neodpusta. Preto US Steel je dobrym
partnerom pri dekarbonizacii priemyslu na Slovensku.

Tesi ma skuto¢nost, Ze akademické a kultdrne vymeny, najprirodzenejsia for-

ma budovania medziludskych vztahov, pokracuju. ,Fulbrightovci® na oboch
strandch su velvyslancami par excellence. Narodné ¢eské a slovenské muzeum
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fellows” on both sides are ambassadors par excellence. The National Czech
and Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar Rapids, lowa, crosses many lines,
including hosting the Slovak National Museum’s largest exhibition outside
of Slovakia. The exhibition “Treasures of Slovakia” would be successful any-

where in the world.

The Slovak-American show continues with new ideas: once as a Slovak tango
and once as an American foxtrot. What is interesting about it and why does
it look good? We always know and respect the rules based on individual free-
doms and pursuit of happiness. We can modernize according to what is hap-
pening around us. Sure, there are those who don’t want to see our show to
succeed because for them it is easier to stay isolated, neutral, and without
responsibility. Those who don’t want to see American-Slovak relations flour-
ish as part of larger community of transatlantic nations do not want to see
creativity. They do not want to feel that we are doing something because we
both want it and it is for the benefit to others.

I am glad that we are setting the stage for the next generations to innovate
something different, still understandable, and inspiring. I thank the tireless

work of Pavol Demes, who with his famous camera captures, reminds, and

encourages new and bolder moments in the American-Slovak relationship.
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a kniZnica v meste Cedar Rapids v $tate Towa prekonavaju mnohé hranice
vratane historicky najvic¢sej vystavy Slovenského narodného muzea mimo
Slovenska. Vystava ,,Poklady Slovenska® by bola senzaciou kdekolvek.

Slovensko-americké predstavenie pokracuje s novymi napadmi. Raz v rytme
slovenského tanga, inokedy v rytme amerického foxtrotu. Co je na tom zau-
jimavé a preco je to pekné? Vidy pozname a re$pektujeme pravidla zalozené
na osobnych slobodach a snahe o $tastie. DokdZzeme sa modernizovat podla
toho, ¢o sa deje okolo nas. Iste, su aj taki, ¢o nechcu vidiet nase predstavenie
ako uspesné, pretoze pre nich je lepsie ostat izolovani, neutralni a nemat
ziadnu zodpovednost. Taki, ¢o nechcu vidiet americko-slovenské vztahy pre-
kvitat v rdmci SirSieho spolodenstva transatlantickych narodov, nechcd vni-
mat kreativitu a na$ pocit, Ze nie¢o robime, lebo jednak to chceme a jednak
je to v prospech inych.

Tesi ma, ze pripravujeme scénu, aby dalie generacie prisli s nie¢im inym, av-
$ak pochopitelnym a ingpirujicim. Dakujem netinavnej praci Pavla Demesa,
ktory so svojim povestnym fotoaparatom zachytava, pripomina a dodava od-
vahu hladat nové a odvaznejsie prvky vo vztahu USA a Slovenska.
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I troduction

In October 1990 Paul Hacker, the first Ameri-
can diplomat to be stationed in Slovakia in over 40 years, arrived in Bratislava
to take up his duties as U.S. consul. The building was shut down at the height
of Stalinist oppression in 1950, a little more than two years after Claiborne Pell,
then a young American vice consul and later to become chairman of the U.S.
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, opened the official U.S. representation
at Hviezdoslav Square in Bratislava.

After the fall of the Iron Curtain and the end of the Cold War in 1989, a new
stage of exceptionally rich relationships commenced between the transatlan-
tic power and the small country in the heart of Europe, one whose inhabitants
share numerous historical and human ties with the United States. Hundreds
of thousands of people in the USA claim to be descendants of Slovaks, and it
was in the U.S. where the foundations of the common state of the Czechs and
Slovaks were laid, a state which emerged in 1918 under the leadership of T. G.
Masaryk and M. R. Stefanik. After 1948, for the next four decades, the official
communist ideology viewed the United States as its biggest enemy. This did
not only complicate traveling significantly, but also it was very dangerous
even to listen to the “seditious” radio broadcasting of the Voice of America
and Radio Free Europe, or to communicate with relatives and friends who
immigrated to the USA, not to mention with any American officials or repre-

sentatives.

Everything changed after the Velvet Revolution in 1989, and within a very short
period of time Slovakia established a multilayered relationship with the USA,
much more intense than with any other country. The United States has sig-
nificantly helped us in overcoming the communist legacy and in becoming
a modern state and part of the Furo-Atlantic democratic family. Today, both
Slovakia and the USA are partners cooperating in many areas, from politics,
economy and military, through science, culture and education all the way
to sports. Since the end of 2008, Slovak nationals do not even need a visa to
travel to the USA.

Since the arrival of the first American diplomat in Bratislava, the appearance

of Hviezdoslav Square has changed significantly. It is more than symbolic
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Uvod

V okt6bri 1991 prisiel na Slovensko, ktoré
bolo vtedy sucastou Ceskej a Slovenskej Federativnej Republiky, prvy americ-
ky diplomat, konzul Paul Hacker, aby otvoril a vyvetral $tyridsat rokov zavre-
td budovu konzulatu USA na Hviezdoslavovom namesti v Bratislave. Tt po na-
stupe komunistov k moci v Ceskoslovensku musel za pomerne dramatickych
udalosti v roku 1948 opustit mlady diplomat a budici senator Claiborne Pell.

Po pade Zeleznej opony a ukonéeni Studenej vojny v roku 1989 sa za¢ina nova
etapa vynimoc¢ne bohatych vztahov medzi zaoceanskou velmocou a malou
stredoeurdpskou krajinou, ktorej ob¢anov spaja so Spojenymi Statmi vela
historickych a Iudskych momentov. V USA sa k slovenskym koreriom hlasia
statisice ludi, tam sa kladli zaklady spoloé¢ného §tatu Cechov a Slovakov, ktory
vznikol pod vedenim T. G. Masaryka a M. R. Stefanika v roku 1918. Od roku
1948 boli Spojené staty $tyri desatrocia oficidAlnou komunistickou ideologiou
povaZované za nepriatelsku krajinu éislo jeden. Nielenze sa tam dalo len vel-
mi komplikovane cestovat, ale poc¢uvat ,Stvavé” rozhlasové vysielanie Hlasu
Ameriky a Slobodnej Eurépy ¢i komunikovat s pribuznymi a priatelmi, ktori
do USA emigrovali, bolo nebezpe¢né.

Po Neznej revolucii v roku 1989 sa vSetko zmenilo a pravdepodobne so Ziad-
nou inou krajinou Slovensko nenadviazalo v kratkom ¢ase také mnohovrstev-
né vztahy ako s USA. Spojené $taty ndm vyznamne pomohli prekonat dedi¢-
stvo komunizmu a stat sa modernym $tatom, zakotvenym do euroatlanticke;j
demokratickej rodiny. Slovensko a USA su dnes partnermi, spolupracujucimi
v najroznejsich oblastiach - politikou, ekonomikou a armadou poéntc, vedou,
kultarou, gkolstvom a $portom koncéiac. Od konca roku 2008 slovenski obca-
nia pri ceste do USA nepotrebuju viza.

Od prichodu prvého amerického diplomata do Bratislavy sa zasadne zmenil
charakter Hviezdoslavovho namestia. Je viac ako symbolické, Ze dnesna bu-
dova americkej ambasady na Slovensku je v priamom dotyku s budovou vel-
vyslanectva nasho dobrého suseda - Ceskej republiky - a ta zasa s budovou
zjednoteného Nemecka, motora eurdpskej integracie.

Cielom tejto publikécie je pozastavit sa pri milnikoch slovensko-americkych
vztahov za ostatné tri desatrocia a spomenut si na kltucovych diplomatov,
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that the building of the current American embassy in Slovakia stands right
next to the embassy of our good neighbor — the Czech Republic, which is itself
right next to the building of united Germany — the driving force of European

integration.

The objective of this publication is to point out the milestones of the Slovak-
American relationship over the past three decades and to remember the key
diplomats who together with their staffs operated in Bratislava and Wash-
ington during this period. I had the opportunity to know many of them in
person and I would like to pay tribute to them for what they have done to
make this such a mutual success story. At the same time, I would like to
thank the numerous diplomats, friends, and acquaintances who played an
important role in this transatlantic endeavor for their invaluable informa-
tion and remarks on my manuscript. My thanks also go to the Press Agency
of the Slovak Republic (TASR) for providing photographs and data from its
database. I wish to express my gratitude to the Slovak Foreign Policy Associa-
tion for publishing this second edition of my book.

18 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

ktori poc¢as tohto obdobia slidzili so svojimi timami v Bratislave a vo Washingto-
ne. Mal som moznost ich osobne poznat a chcem im vzdat hold za to, ¢im
prispeli k na8mu tspe$nému napredovaniu. Zaroven chcem podakovat za
cenné informacie a poznamky k rukopisu mnohym diplomatom, priatelom
a znamym, ktori boli sucastou tohto transatlantického pribehu. Moja vdaka
patri aj Tlacovej agenture Slovenskej republiky (TASR) za poskytnutie fotogra-
fii a udajov z jej databazy a Slovenskej spolo¢nosti pre zahrani¢nu politiku za
pomoc pri vydani tejto publikacie.
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Il rchistory and Claiborne Pell

The United States established a diplomatic
relationship with Czechoslovakia in 1919 by opening an embassy in Prague.
After WWII, in 1947, the American government got hold of the classicist
building at the now Hviezdoslav Square for diplomatic purposes. According
to historical sources, in the 19" century the building was used by a steam
printer. From 1868, it was an art studio of the famous photographer Eduard
Nepomuk Kozics.

His family sold the building in 1926 to the photography company Bo¢ek and
Valentik, and later it became the headquarters of the German Commercial
Bank. Vice Consul Claiborne Pell came to Bratislava in November 1947 in order
to open a consulate general here. After a preparatory stage, the consulate
was opened on March 1, 1948, a few days after the communist revolution on
February 25. Pell was able to stay in Slovakia for six more months. Reprisals
against the employees of the consulate, including imprisonments in the Leo-
poldov penitentiary resulting in the death of the several prisoners branded
as imperialist spies, continued until May 27, 1950 when the consulate was
closed for good. A Slovak-born American named John Hvasta, who was an
assistant to Vice Consul Pell, experienced some very difficult moments of im-
prisonment and then escaped. After roaming the country for two years, he
sought refuge in the U.S. Embassy in Prague and was finally repatriated in
1954. It was not until the events of late 1989 that he was able to return to visit
Slovakia.

Senator Pell who for some time served as the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee died on January 1, 2009, at the age of 90. He lived to wit-
ness the fall of the communist regime in Czechoslovakia, the speech of Vaclav
Havel in the Congress and the visit of Slovak representatives led by Alexan-
der Dubcek in Washington. He took part in reopening the U.S. Consulate in
Bratislava, embraced the formation of an independent democratic Slovakia,
as well as our joining NATO and the EU. He still could write an introduction
to the book of his successor — Paul Hacker, which was published in 2010, and
in which he recalled his heartfelt ties to Slovakia and its people.

e Dobova fotografia Hviezdoslavovho namestia
v Bratislave, maj 1945. V pozadi budica budova
amerického velvyslanectva. Foto: TASR.
® Historical image of Hviezdoslav Square in
Bratislava, May 1945. Future U.S. Embassy building
20 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY in the background. Photo: TASR.



Prezident Ceskoslovenska

V. Havel pocas prvej navstevy
Washingtonu vo februari 1990.
Foto: archiv O. Gunovského

a M. Rokus.

President of Czecho-Slovakia
Vdclav Havel, during his first
visit to Washington in February
1990. Photo: archive of Oliver
Gunovsky and Monika Rokus.
<

Delegécia Verejnosti proti
nasiliu pocas navstevy
Washingtonu v maji 1990.
Sprava J. Budaj, A. Dubcek

a M. Knazko. Foto: archiv

O. Gunovského a M. Rokus.
Delegation of Public Against
Violence during the visit to
Washington in May 1990.
Pictured from right to left:
Jdn Budaj, Alexander Dubcek
and Milan Kriazko. Photo:
archive of Oliver Gunovsky
and Monika Rokus.

<<

Predseda Federalneho
zhromazdenia CSFR

A. Dubcek s detmi krajanov
vo Washingtone v maji 1990.
Foto: archiv O. Gunovského
a M. Rokus.

Chairman of the Federal
Assembly of the CSFR
Alexander Dubcek with the
children of Slovak compatriots
in Washington in May 1990.
Photo: archive of Oliver
Gunovsky and Monika Rokus.
<

Prehistoria a Claiborne Pell

Spojené §taty uzavreli diplomatické vztahy
s Ceskoslovenskom v roku 1919 a otvorili v Prahe velvyslanectvo. Po druhej sve-
tovej vojne v roku 1947 ziskala americka vlada na diplomatické ucely klasicis-
ticktt budovu na dnesnom Hviezdoslavovom namesti. Podla historickych pra-
meriov v budove sidlili v 19. storo¢i tla¢iarne pohatané parou. Od roku 1868
tam mal ateliér slavny fotograf Eduard Nepomuk Kozi¢. Jeho rodina priestory
predala v roku 1926 fotografickej firme Bocek a Valentik a potom v nich sidli-
la Nemecka obchodnd banka.

Vicekonzul Claiborne Pell prisiel do Bratislavy v novembri 1947, aby tam otvo-
ril generalny konzulat. Po pripravnych pracach sa tak stalo 1. marca 1948, len
niekolko dni po komunistickej revoldacii 25. februara. Na Slovensku mohol
zostat uz len pribliZzne Sest mesiacov. Represélie vo¢i zamestnancom konzu-
latu, ktorych oznacovali ako imperialistickych §piénov, vratane uvidzneni so
smrtelnymi nasledkami vo viznici v Leopoldove, pokradovali a 27. méaja 1950
bol konzulat definitivne zatvoreny. Slovak John Hvasta, ktory bol asistentom
konzula Pella a prezil si kruté chvile viznenia a uteku, sa doc¢kal satisfakcie
v podobe navratu na Slovensko pocas novembrovych udalosti roku 1989. Zo-
mrel na Floride v roku 2013.

Senator Pell, ktory bol isty ¢as predsedom zahrani¢ného vyboru Senatu, zo-
mrel 1. janudra 2009 vo veku 90 rokov. Dozil sa padu socializmu v Ceskosloven-
sku, prejavu Vaclava Havla v Kongrese, navstevy slovenskych $tudentov i Ale-
xandra Dubdéeka vo Washingtone. Ztc¢astnil sa na znovuotvoreni konzulatu
USA v Bratislave, privital vznik samostatného demokratického Slovenska, ako
aj nas vstup do NATO a Eurdpskej inie. Este stihol napisat tvod ku knihe
svojho nastupcu Paula Hackera, publikovanej v roku 2010, v ktorom sa vyzna-
va zo svojho vracneho vztahu k Slovensku.
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Il Opcning of the consulate building

and discovering of America

The beginnings of American diplomacy in
Slovakia after the fall of the communist regime are described in detail in the
recently published book, Slovakia on the Road to Independence by Paul Hacker,
who worked in Slovakia between October 1990 and July 1993, first as the head
of the U.S. Consulate and then, after opening the independent embassy, as

chargé d’affaires.

A view of the birth of Slovak diplomacy, of the struggle between Prague and
Bratislava and the formation of the Slovak-American relationship, is also of-
fered by the book of the Slovak diplomat Miroslav Mojzita — Knazko/Deme$/
Knazko: The formation of Slovak diplomacy between 1990 and 1993, Bratislava,
1994. Paul Hacker came to Bratislava with his wife Eeva as a pioneer of diplo-
macy at a unique historical turning point — the transition from a totalitarian
regime to a pluralist democracy and the birth of a new state. He came to
a country that he knew well from his previous studies and work at the State
Department. All of Czechoslovakia was in a state of euphoria celebrating its
newly-gained freedom and the removal of the communication barrier with

the democratic world. Former dissidents and university students were taking
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e Otvorenie konzulatu

v Bratislave 27. maja 1991.
Zlava J. Hvasta, N. Pellova,
predseda Slovenskej ligy

v Amerike D. Tanzone, senator
C. Pell a velvyslankyna

S. T. Blackova. Foto:

Archiv Velvyslanectva USA

na Slovensku.

Opening of the U.S. Consulate
in Bratislava on May 27, 1991.
Pictured from left to right:
John Hvasta, Mrs. Nuala Pell,
Chairman of the Slovak League
in America Daniel Tanzone,
Senator Claiborne Pell and
Ambassador Shirley Temple
Black. Photo: Archive of the
U.S. Embassy in Slovakia.

<

Otvorenie budovy konzuldtu a objavovanie Ameriky [N

O zaciatkoch fungovania americkej diplo-
macie na Slovensku po pade komunizmu mame dobry prehlad najmai vda-
ka kniznej publikacii Slovensko 1990 - 1993. Spomienky amerického diploma-
ta z pera Paula Hackera, ktory na Slovensku p6sobil od oktébra 1990 do leta
1993 najprv ako veduci konzulatu a po otvoreni samostatnej ambasady ako
chargé d’affaires. Pohlad na zrod slovenskej diplomacie, polemiky medzi Pra-
hou a Bratislavou, ako aj formovanie slovensko-americkych vztahov ponuka
tiez dielo nasho diplomata Miroslava Mojzitu Kriazko/Demes/Kriazko: Formo-
vanie slovenskej diplomacie v rokoch 1990 az 1993.

Paul Hacker prisiel do Bratislavy so svojou manzelkou Eevou ako diplomaticky
pionier v unikatnom ¢ase historického zlomu - prechodu z totalitného rezimu
na pluralitnu demokraciu a zrodu nového statu. Prisiel do krajiny, ktoru zo
svojich predchadzajicich $tddii a z prace na ministerstve zahrani¢nych veci
doverne poznal. V celom Cesko-Slovensku vladla v tom obdobi euféria z novo-
nadobudnutej slobody a odstranenia komunikaénej bariéry s demokratickym
svetom. Byvali disidenti a vysokoskolski $tudenti sa u nas dostavali do kluco-
vych pozicii a artikulovali zaujmy slobodnej krajiny aj pocas prvych ciest do
USA, ktoré sa uskutoc¢nili este pred Hackerovym prichodom.

Amerika bola fascinovand nekrvavym padom komunistickych reZimov vo
vychodnej Eurépe a ukoncéenim Studenej vojny. Ochotu podat pomocni
ruku deklarovali nielen predstavitelia administrativy prezidenta Georgea
H. W. Busha, ale aj mnozstvo vzdelavacich, kultarnych, podnikatelskych, cir-
kevnych, krajanskych a réznych mimovladnych instittcii ¢i bezni ludia. Slo-
venski i ¢eski krajania individualne aj prostrednictvom svojich organizacii
s entuziazmom pomahali pri prerode svojej byvalej vlasti alebo vlasti svojich
predkov formou materidlnej a finan¢nej pomoci ¢i otvaranim dveri a nadva-
zovanim kontaktov.

V Cesko-Slovensku sa po novembrovych udalostiach stal prezidentom zna-
my dramatik Vaclav Havel a uz niekolko mesiacov pred padom komunizmu
u nas ako velvyslankyta USA pésobila byvala hollywoodska herec¢ka Shirley
Templova Blackova. Na postoch ponovembrovych ¢esko-slovenskych velvy-
slancov vo Washingtone sa striedali byvali disidenti a blizki spolupracovnici
prezidenta Havla - Rita Klimova a Michael Zantovsky.
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key positions and articulating the interests of the free country, also during
the first flights to America that took part even before his arrival.

America was fascinated by the non-violent fall of the communist regimes in
the Eastern Europe and the end of the Cold War. A willingness to lend a help-
ing hand was demonstrated not only by members of George H. W. Bush’s ad-
ministration, but also by numerous educational, cultural, business, religious,
expat and nongovernmental organizations and the common people. The
Slovak and Czech expatriates were enthusiastic to help both individually
and through their organizations in the process of transforming their former
motherland, or the motherland or their ancestors, by providing material or
financial help, and by opening new doors and establishing contacts.

After the events of November, the well-known dramatist Vaclav Havel became
president of Czechoslovakia (the former Hollywood actress Shirley Temple
Black had arrived in Prague as the U.S. ambassador several months before the
fall of communism). The office of post-November Czechoslovak ambassador
in Washington was taken in turns by former dissidents and close collabora-
tors of President Havel — Rita Klimova and Michael Zantovsky.

During the first post-revolution months, Slovakia was visited by several indi-
viduals and delegations representing Slovak-American organizations, such
as the Slovak League of America, the First Catholic Slovak Union, as well as
a delegation led by politician, Martin Kvetko, which prompted the revival of
the Democratic party in Czechoslovakia. The delegation brought, as a gift,
a copy of the Pittsburgh Treaty. Another visitor was Reverend Dusan Téth,
the representative of the Slovak World Congress.

Soon after the democratic changes, both Prague and Bratislava saw the arrival
of representatives of American grant organizations, such as the Open Society
Institute, Mott Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Ford Foundation, Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy, and Foundation for a Civil Society, which
were later joined by the National Democratic Institute, International Repub-
lican Institute, German Marshall Fund of the United States, International
Youth Foundation, Partners for Democratic Change, and others. They were
quick to react to the new situation and the call for help in building an open,

democratic society and “returning to Europe”.
iv Vi , universiti i -govern-
The private and government donors, universities and different non-govern

mental organizations provided invaluable financial, material and human help
at this turning point in time and in the years that followed. They helped us
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e Slavnostné otvorenie
amerického konzulatu
v Bratislave 27. maja 1991. Zlava
senator C. Pell, velvyslankyna
S. T. Blackova, premiér
J. Carnogursky, minister
J. Dienstbier a konzul P. Hacker.
Foto: TASR.

® festive opening of the American
consulate in Bratislava on May
27, 1991. Pictured from left to
right: Senator Claiborne Pell,
Ambassador Shirley Temple
Black, Prime Minister Jdn
Carnogursky, Foreign Minister
Jiri Dientsbier and U.S. Consul
Paul Hacker. Photo: TASR.
>

V prvych porevolu¢nych mesiacoch prislo na Slovensko viacero jednotlivcov
i delegacii krajanskych organizacii z USA, napriklad zo Slovenskej ligy v Ame-
rike, Prvej katolickej slovenskej jednoty, ako aj delegdcia Demokratickej strany
z USA pod vedenim Martina Kvetka, na ktorej podnet sa u nas obnovila De-
mokratickd strana a ktora do daru priniesla képiu Pittsburskej zmluvy. Zavi-
tal k ndm aj predstavitel Svetového kongresu Slovakov reverend Dusan Téth.

Coskoro po demokratiza¢nych zmenach prisli do Prahy i Bratislavy predsta-
vitelia americkych grantovych organizacii, napriklad Open Society Institute,
Mott Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Ford Foundation, National En-
dowment for Democracy, Foundation for a Civil Society, ku ktorym sa neskor
pridali National Democratic Institute, International Republican Institute,
German Marshall Fund of the United States, International Youth Foundation,
Partners for Democratic Change a dal$i. Promptne zareagovali na novu situé-
ciu a volanie po pomoci pri budovani otvorenej, demokratickej spolo¢nosti

a ,navrate do Europy®. Sukromni a vladni donori, univerzity a rézne mimo-

vladne organizacie ndm v tych zlomovych obdobiach i nasledujiacich rokoch




form new organizations, alliances and forums that had a crucial impact on
the formation of civil society and new public service in Slovakia. This part of

the American help was described in my earlier book, A Collective Portrait.

In February 1990, a truly historic breakthrough historic visit to America was
led by President Havel. Among the participants were also the Slovak leaders
of the Velvet Revolution, such as Jan Budaj, Milan Knazko, Miroslav Kusy,
Eugen Gindl, Frantisek Miklogko, Martin Batora, and the Slovak students Sve-
toslav Bombik and Boris Strec¢ansky. The Slovak students, enthusiastic about
the U.S. reaction to the Velvet Revolution, persuaded the leaders of the Minis-
try of Education of the SR to send a delegation across the ocean to present
Slovakia and obtain the first scholarships. In April 1990, a team of ten stu-
dent representatives, tutors and ministry employees embarked on a tour of
government institutions, universities, and expat organizations. David P. Daniel,

John Hvasta, and many other expatriates lent them a helping hand.

In the beginning of May 1990, a Slovak delegation of about fifty politicians
and representatives of political and social life flew to Canada and the USA. Tt
was led by the Chairman of the Federal Assembly Alexander Dubcek, Chair-
man of the Slovak National Council Rudolf Schuster and the Prime Minis-
ter of the Slovak Republic Milan Ci¢. In Canada, the delegation took part in
a meeting of the Slovak World Congress. In the USA, they met our expatriates
in the holiday resort, Mount Airy Lodge in Pennsylvania, built by their fel-
low-countryman Emil Vagner. Before returning back, the large Slovak group

also visited New York and UN headquarters.

In May, one month before the first free parliamentary elections, a delega-
tion consisting of the leaders of Public Against Violence Jan Budaj, Milan
Knazko and the hero of the Prague Spring Alexander Dubdek visited Wash-
ington with the support of the National Endowment for Democracy. Besides
conducting negotiations in the U.S. Congress, the Slovak representatives were
also received by Secretary of State James Baker. American University in Wash-

ington awarded Alexander Dubéek the honorary doctorate during this visit.
After the elections in June 1990, Vladimir Mec¢iar became the Prime Minister

and Milan Knazko became a minister at the newly constituted Ministry of
International Relations (August 1990).
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poskytli zasadnu finanénu, materidlnu a ludsku pomoc okrem iného pri tvor-
be novych organizacii, aliancii a for, ktoré mali rozhodujuci vplyv na vznik ob-
¢ianskej spoloénosti a novej spravy veci verejnych na Slovensku. Tejto oblas-
ti americkej pomoci sa venuje moja samostatna knizna publikacia Kolektivny
portrét, ktora vysla roku 2012.

Na prelomovej a vskutku historickej navsteve USA vedenej prezidentom Hav-
lom vo februari 1990 sa ztcastnili i slovenski lidri Neznej revolucie, medzi iny-
mi Jan Budaj, Milan Knlazko, Miroslav Kusy, Eugen Gindl, Franti$ek Miklosko,
Martin Butora a za slovenskych studentov Svetoslav Bombik a Boris Strecan-
sky. Slovenski §tudenti nad$eni z reakcie USA na Neznu revoltciu presved-
¢ili vedenie Ministerstva $kolstva SR, aby vyslalo cez ocedn delegaciu, ktora
by predstavila Slovensko a ziskala prvé $tipendid. Desatélenny tim zastupcov
Studentov, pedagdgov a zamestnancov ministerstva sa vydal v aprili 1990 na
turné po vladnych institdciach, univerzitach a krajanskych organizaciach.
Skupine pritom podali pomocnt ruku David P. Daniel, John Hvasta a mnohi
dalsi krajania.

Zaciatkom maja 1990 odletela do Kanady a USA asi pitdesiatélennd slovenska
delegacia zloZena z politikov a predstavitelov politického a spolo¢enského Zi-
vota. Na jej ¢ele boli predseda Federdlneho zhromazdenia CSFR Alexander
Dubcek, predseda Slovenskej narodnej rady Rudolf Schuster a predseda vla-
dy Slovenskej republiky Milan Ci¢. V Kanade sa zudastnila na zasadnuti Sve-
tového kongresu Slovakov. V USA sa stretla s krajanmi v zndmom rekrea¢nom
stredisku Mount Airy Lodge v Pensylvanii, ktoré vybudoval krajan Emil Vagner,
a pred odletom pocetna slovenska skupina navstivila eSte New York a sidlo OSN.

Za pomoci National Endowment for Democracy absolvovala v maji, mesiac
pred prvymi slobodnymi parlamentnymi volbami, vo Washingtone bohaty
program delegacia lidrov Verejnosti proti nasiliu v zloZeni Jan Budaj, Milan
Knazko a hrdina prazskej jari Alexander Dubdéek. Okrem rokovani v Kongrese
prijal slovenskych predstavitelov i minister zahrani¢nych veci James Baker.
Alexandrovi Dubcekovi udelila Americka univerzita ¢estny doktorat.

Po junovych volbach v roku 1990 sa na Slovensku stal premiérom Vladimir

Mecdiar a ministrom novoutvoreného ministerstva medzinarodnych vztahov
v auguste 1990 Milan Kniazko.
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Il Commencement of activity of the consulate

and Ministry of International Relations of the SR

After arriving in Bratislava, Paul Hacker tem-
porarily carried out his activity from Hotel Devin. After several months of
reconstruction work, the original building of the consulate was ready to be
reopened. To obtain historic satisfaction, on May 27, 1991, Senator Claiborne
Pell, who was forced to leave the consulate several months after he opened it,
took part in the festivities as a guest of honor. The honored guest from Wash-
ington was accompanied by the U.S. ambassador Shirley Temple Black and
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czechoslovak Federation Jiti Dientsbier.
At the opening ceremony, the Slovak National Council was represented by
its Chairman Frantisek Miklosko and the Slovak government by the newly ap-
pointed Prime Minister Jan Carnogursky (he headed the government formed
after the vote of no confidence in Vladimir Mediar, from April 1991 until June
1992) and the Minister of International Relations Pavol Deme$, who had re-
placed Milan Knazko.

In the makeshift premises, the small team at the American Consulate began
developing a number of activities as the interest in cooperation with the USA
was immense. Besides the normal agenda, they also focused on providing
information about the United States. As soon as in October 1991, in the con-
sulate building a public USIS (United States Information Service) library was
opened led by Beth Richie Poisson (today, the exchange and educational pro-
grams are organized by the embassy and two American Spaces centers in
Kosice and Banska Bystrica).

In January 1992, Patricia Lerner came to Bratislava to open and lead (un-
til 1996) the office of the US Agency for International Development-USAID
(the agency terminated its activities in 2003). Under the leadership of Nora
Hlozekovd, the Fulbright Commission for Educational Exchange (still active
today) played an invaluable role in forming the new scientific and research
base of Slovakia. The committee helped organize the studies of dozens of
talented professionals. Leighton Klevana who opened and led the Bratislava
branch of the Czech and Slovak American Enterprise Fund did an outstand-
ing job in cultivating the new entrepreneurial environment and economic
cooperation. The consulate also helped organize trips of numerous Ameri-
cans to Slovakia, whether as a part of governmental programs, such as the
American Peace Corps, or volunteer programs focusing on teaching English
such as Education for Democracy USA coordinated by Ann Gardner of Mo-
bile, Alabama, and Students for Czechoslovakia led by Georgetown University
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/acatie cinnosti konzulatu a Ministerstva
medzinarodnych vztahov SR

Paul Hacker po prichode do Bratislavy ara-
doval docasne v hoteli Devin a po niekolkomesa¢nej renovacii pévodnej bu-
dovy pripravil konzulat na slavnostné otvorenie. Aby bolo historickej spra-
vodlivosti urobené zadost, 27. maja 1991 sa na slavnostnom akte zucastnil ako
¢estny host senator Claiborne Pell, ktory musel pred $tyridsiatimi rokmi bu-
dovu nutene opustit. Vzacneho hosta z Washingtonu sprevadzala velvyslan-
kytia USA Shirley Templova Blackova a minister zahrani¢nych veci CSFR Jit{
Dienstbier. Za Slovenskt narodnu radu bol pritomny jej predseda FrantiSek
Miklosko a slovensku vladu na otvoreni konzulatu reprezentoval ¢erstvo vy-
menovany premiér Jan Carnogursky (stal na ¢ele vlady utvorenej po vyslove-
ni nedévery V. Mec¢iarovi od aprila 1991 do juna 1992) a minister medzinarod-
nych vztahov Pavol Demes§, ktory na tomto poste vystriedal M. Knazka.

Maly tim amerického konzulatu zacal v provizérnych podmienkach mnozstvo
aktivit, suvisiacich s velkym zaujmom o spolupracu s USA. Okrem konzularne;j
agendy sa sustredoval na informovanie o Spojenych $tatoch, oblast $kolstva,
kulttry, rozvoj ob¢ianskych aktivit. Uz v oktébri 1991 bola v budove konzula-
tu otvorena pre verejnost kniznica Americkej informaénej sluzby (USIS), kto-
ru viedla Beth Richieova Poissonova (dnes informac¢né, vymenné a vzdelava-
cie programy poskytuje ambasada a dve centra American Spaces v Kosiciach
a Banskej Bystrici).

V januari 1992 prichadza do Bratislavy Patricia Lernerova, aby otvorila a aZ
do roku 1996 viedla klti¢ova organizaciu americkej vladnej pomoci - Agen-
turu USA pre medzinarodny rozvoj (USAID), ktord svoju ¢innost definitivne
ukondila az v roku 2003. Neocenitelnt dlohu pri vytvarani novej vedecko-
vyskumnej zakladne demokratickej krajiny zohrala pod vedenim Nory Hlo-
zekovej Fulbrightova komisia pre vzdelavacie vymeny (je aktivna dodnes),
prostrednictvom ktorej absolvovali $tudijné pobyty desiatky talentovanych
odbornikov. Pri kultivacii nového podnikatelského prostredia a ekonomickej
spolupréace urobil zasluznu pracu Leighton Klevana, ktory otvoril a viedol
bratislavsku pobo¢ku Ceského a slovenského podnikatelského fondu.

Konzulat bol ndpomocny pri prichode mnozstva Ameri¢anov na Slovensko,
¢i uz v rdmci vladnych programov, akymi boli Americké mierové zbory, ale-
bo dobrovolnickych programov zameranych na vyucbu angli¢tiny, napriklad
Education for Democracy/USA, ktory koordinovala Ann Gardnerova z Mobile
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students Anne Clunan and David Catania. At that time, the most important
official American visit to Slovakia was by the U.S. Vice President Dan Quay-
le at the East-West Summit in Bardejov in June 1991, organized by the New
York based Institute for EastWest Studies. During this summit, Quayle met
with Chairman of the Slovak National Council Frantisek Miklogko and Slovak
Prime Minister Jan Carnogursky.

In July 1991, Jan Hol¢ik, Minister of Industry in the Carnogursky administra-
tion, went on a business trip to the USA and Canada, where he conducted
numerous negotiations with the representatives of economic and political
organizations and met with the renowned political scientist and geostrate-
gist Zbigniew Brzezinski. Hol¢ik described his journey and the talks about
the future of Czechoslovakia in his autobiography Being There, which was
published in 2009.

In October 1991, Pavol Demes, the Slovak Minister of International Relations
was part of a delegation led by the president of the CSFR, Vaclav Havel, who
was received by President Bush. This was the first time when an official rep-
resentative of the Slovak government was received at the White House. By
doing so, the American administration tried to react to the ongoing dialogue
about competences within the then Czechoslovakia. Besides that, Demes also

visited the U.S. alone twice.

After the parliamentary elections in June 1992, the post of prime minister
was again taken by Vladimir Meé¢iar and that of minister of international re-
lations by Milan Knazko. In the Czech Republic, Vaclav Klaus became the new
dominant political figure. As it turned out, these politicians steered develop-
ments towards the end of the common state of Czechs and Slovaks.

In summer of 1992, when heated debates about the future of Czechoslovakia
were taking place, two prominent senators, George J. Mitchell (Senate Ma-
jority Leader) and Claiborne Pell, paid a visit to Bratislava. We have learned
from the memoirs of Paul Hacker that Sen. Pell, unlike the official U.S. Ad-
ministration, viewed the emancipation effort of Slovakia with sympathy. In
the autumn of 1992, Michal Kova¢, then chairman of the Federal Assembly of
the Czechoslovak Federative Republic, visited Washington to negotiate with
American officials about future relationships and cooperation between Slo-
vakia and the USA after the upcoming division of the federation.

In these changing times, the American Embassy in Prague was headed by

Adrian Basora, who had replaced Ambassador Shirley Temple Black in the
spring of 1992.
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Prezident G. H. W. Bush

prijima v Bielom dome

ministra medzinarodnych
vztahov SR P. Demesa ako
Clena delegacie prezidenta
Cesko-Slovenska V. Havla

v oktébri 1991. Foto: TASR.
President George H.W. Bush
receives in the White House the
Slovak Minister of International
Relations Pavol Demes, member
of the delegation of President
of Czecho-Slovakia Vdclav Havel
in October 1991. Photo: TASR.

>

Posledny velvyslanec USA

v CSFR Adrian Basora.
Rozlickova navsteva

u premiéra V. Meciara

v Bratislave, december 1992.
Foto: TASR.

The farewell call of the last U.S.
Ambassador to Czecho-Slovakia
Adrian Basora on Slovak Prime
Minister Vladimir Meciar on
December 1992. Photo: TASR.
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Il The consulate general turns into an embassy

When the consulate was starting its activi-
ties, few had expected that Czechoslovakia was going to be divided. After the
painful division of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union, Washington would have
preferred the preservation of the federation, striving to take into account
in its politics and practical aid the specifics and requirements of Slovakia.
The developments, however, took a much faster pace, and in January 1993
Czechoslovakia was peacefully divided into two independent states. The
United States was among the first countries to acknowledge the independence
of Slovakia when, on January 1, diplomatic documents were signed by U.S.
President George Bush and Slovak Prime Minister and Acting President Vladi-
mir Meciar. Headed by Milan Knazko, the Ministry of International Relations
was transformed into the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the now fully sovereign
Slovak Republic. Michal Kovag, the former chairman of the Czecho-Slovak Par-
liament, which adopted the political resolution to divide the common state,
was elected the first President of the independent Slovak Republic on March 2.

e Slavnostné otvorenie

velvyslanectva USA na Slovensku
4. januara 1993. Zlava chargé
d‘affaires P. Hacker, predseda
zahrani¢ného vyboru parlamentu
SR I. Laluha a minister
zahrani¢nych veci SR M. Knazko.
Foto: TASR.

Festive opening of the U.S.
Embassy in Slovakia, January 4,
1993. Left to right: Chargé

d’ Affaires Paul Hacker, Slovak
Parliament Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman Ivan Laluha
and Slovak Foreign Minister Milan
KriaZko. Photo: TASR.

v $tate Alabama, a Students for Czechoslovakia, ktory viedli §tudenti z Geor-
getownskej univerzity Anne Clunanova a David Catania. Najvyznamnej$ou
americkou vladnou navstevou Slovenska v tomto obdobi bola ucast vicepre-
zidenta USA Dana Quayleho na samite Vychod - Zapad v Bardejove v jini 1991,
ktorého hlavnym organizatorom bol Institute for EastWest Studies z New Yor-
ku. Potas tohto podujatia sa D. Quayle stretol aj s predsedom Slovenskej narod-
nej rady Frantiskom Miklogkom a predsedom vlady SR Janom Carnogurskym.

V jili 1991 odcestoval na pracovnu cestu do USA a Kanady minister priemyslu
Carnogurského vlady Jan Hol¢ik, aby sa popri pocetnych rokovaniach s pred-
stavitelmi ekonomickych a politickych kruhov stretol i so zndmym zahrani¢-
nopolitickym stratégom Zbigniewom Brzezinskym. O tejto ceste, vratane rozho-
vorov o budticnosti Cesko-Slovenska, minister Hol¢ik putavo pise vo svojej auto-
biograficky ladenej kniznej publikacii Bol som pri tom, ktora vysla v roku 2009.

V oktébri 1991 bol v uzsej delegécii prezidenta CSFR V. Havla, ktoru prijal
prezident George H. W. Bush, i predstavitel slovenskej vlady - minister me-
dzinarodnych vztahov P. Demes. Po prvy raz tak oficidlne prijali predstavi-
tela slovenskej vlady v Bielom dome, ¢im sa americkd administrativa snazila
reagovat na prebiehajuci dialég o kompetenciach v ramci Cesko-Slovenska.
Okrem toho P. Demes uskuto¢nil dve samostatné navstevy USA.

Po junovych parlamentnych volbach v roku 1992 sa do kresla premiéra SR opét
vracia V. Meciar a na post ministra medzinarodnych vztahov M. Ktiazko. V Ces-
kej republike sa dominantnou politickou postavou stal Vaclav Klaus. Neskor
sa ukazalo, Ze tito politici nasmerovali vyvoj k ukonéeniu spolo¢ného $tatu Ce-

chov a Slovakov.

V lete 1992, teda v ¢ase vasnivych diskusii o budticom osude Cesko-Slovenska,
navstivili Bratislavu prominentni senatori George J. Mitchell (vodca demokra-
tickej vii¢Siny v Senate) a C. Pell. Z memodarov P. Hackera sa dozvedame, Ze sena-
tor Pell, na rozdiel od oficidlnej politiky USA, vnimal emancipa¢né usilie Slo-
venska s porozumenim. Na jesen: 1992 navstivil Washington vo funkcii pred-
sedu Federdlneho zhromazdenia Ceskej a Slovenskej Federativnej Republiky
Michal Kovac¢ a rokoval s americkymi predstavitelmi aj o perspektivach vzta-
hov a spoluprace medzi Slovenskom a USA po bliziacom sa rozdeleni federacie.

V tomto prelomovom obdobi uz posobil na ¢ele americkej ambasady v Prahe

Adrian Basora, ktory na jar 1992 vystriedal velvyslankytiu Shirley Templova
Blackovu.
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Prijatie novej chargé d'affaires
Eleanor Sutterovej u prezidenta
SR M. Kovaca v jali 1993.

Foto: TASR.

Initial call by the new U.S.

Chargé d’ Affaires Eleanor Sutter
on Slovak President Michal Kovdc
in July 1993. Photo: TASR.

>

Rozli¢kova navsteva
chargé d'affaires

P. Hackera u premiéra
SR V. Mediara v jali
1993. Foto: TASR.

The farewell call of
Chargé d’ Affaires
Paul Hacker on
Slovak Prime Minister
Vladimir Meciar in
early July 1993. Photo:
TASR.

<

e Americky velvyslanec
T. Russell a minister
zahrani¢nych veci SR
E. Kukan podpisujd
dohodu o zaloZenf
Fulbrightovej komisie
22. septembra 1994.
Foto: TASR.

e U.S. Ambassador
Theodore Russell and
Slovak Minister of
Foreign Affairs Eduard
Kukan sign an agreement
creating the JW.
Fulbright Commission
on September 22, 1994.
Photo: TASR.
<

Prvé prijatie prezidenta SR
v Bielom dome v aprili 1993.
Zlava P. Demes, poradca
prezidenta SR, prezident

SR M. Kovag, prezident

USA B. Clinton, minister
zahrani¢nych veci SR

J. Moravc¢ik. Foto: Biely dom.
First visit of a Slovak
president to the White House
on April 1993. Pictured

from left to right: Foreign
Affairs Advisor to the Slovak
President Pavol Demes,
Slovak President Michal
Kovd¢, U.S. President Bill
Clinton, Slovak Foreign
Minister Jozef Moravcik.
Photo: The White House.

v

Z generalneho konzulatu velvyslanectvo

Pri poc¢iato¢nom rozbehu aktivit konzulatu
malokto ratal s tym, Ze Cesko-Slovensko sa rozdeli. Washington sa v ¢asoch bo-
lesti spojenych s delenim Juhoslavie a Sovietskeho zvizu priklanal k udrza-
niu federdcie, pri¢om sa snazil pri svojej politike a praktickej pomoci zohlad-
novat $pecifické podmienky a poziadavky Slovenska. Vyvoj viak nabral rychly
spad a v januari 1993 doslo k pokojnému a tstavnému rozdeleniu Cesko-Slo-
venska na dva samostatné $taty.

USA boli medzi prvymi, ktori uznali samostatnost Slovenska, ked 1. janudra do-
8lo diplomatickou cestou k vymene listin medzi prezidentom USA Georgeom
H. W. Bushom a predsedom vlady SR a zastupujacim prezidentom Vladimi-
rom Mec¢iarom. Ministerstvo medzinarodnych vztahov sa transformovalo pod
vedenim Milana Kilazka na Ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci SR. Za prvého
prezidenta samostatnej Slovenskej republiky zvolili 2. marca Michala Kova-
¢a - byvalého predsedu ¢esko-slovenského parlamentu, v ktorom doslo k po-
litickému rozhodnutiu o ukonéeni spolo¢ného $tatu.
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The well operating U.S. General Consulate in Bratislava underwent a smooth
transition into an embassy and Consul General Paul Hacker became chargé
d’affaires. The USAID and USIS programs were expanded and gained a second
wind. (In February 1995, the growing American embassy hired the next-door
building from the Ministry of Culture of the SR. USAID also obtained new
premises nearby). At the beginning of July 1993, Slovak President Michal
Kovac received Paul Hacker who was officially ending his mission in Slovakia.
Paul Hacker turned his office over to Eleanor Sutter who, as chargé d’affaires
with good knowledge of Slovak prepared everything for the arrival of the
first U.S. ambassador to Slovakia.

Theodore Russell assumed the position of ambassador in December 1993. In
the first year of its independence, Slovakia was visited by countless represen-
tatives of American political, military, and business life willing to learn about
the new Central European country and commence bilateral cooperation. Coop-
eration was also continuing in academic, cultural and non-governmental areas.

In March, the U.S. secretary of state sent his special advisor Robert L. Hutch-
ings to negotiate the new bilateral relationship framework with the Slovak
administration.

In summer, there were two important military visits — by the Supreme Allied
Commander of NATO in Europe General John Shalikashvili and by a U.S. mili-
tary delegation led by General Thomas J. Lennon, head of the military aid
program for the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, who came to talk
about preparing Slovakia to join the Partnership for Peace program. The visit
of Colin Powell, the then chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and later sec-
retary of state, in June 1993, became an important impulse for the develop-
ment of cooperation between our military forces. Cooperation commenced
on the parliamentary level too. Upon the invitation of the Chairman of the
National Council of the SR, in July 1993 Slovakia was visited by a group of U.S.
congressmen led by Martin Frost and, in December, by a delegation of the U.S.
Congress led by Charlie Rose.

In June 1993, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter came to Bratislava for an
unofficial visit. He was a personal guest of Prime Minister Me¢iar. Few would
have suspected that during the next five years, American presidents, both
current and former, would stay well clear of Bratislava in order to avoid the
autocratic Slovak prime minister.

In the economic area, a new contractual basis was being created and, on Oc-

tober 27,1993, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce commenced its activity, which
continues to this day.

38 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

Dobre rozbehnuty Generéalny konzulat USA v Bratislave sa hladko zmenil na
velvyslanectvo a generalny konzul Paul Hacker sa stal chargé d’affaires. Progra-
my USAID a USIS sa rozsirili a nabrali novy dych. Vo februari 1995 si rozras-
tajuica sa americkd ambasada prenajala od Ministerstva kultury SR susednu
budovu a USAID mala nedaleko tiez samostatné priestory.

Zaciatkom jula 1993 prijal slovensky prezident Michal Kova¢ Paula Hackera
v suvislosti s ukonéenim jeho pésobenia na Slovensku. Stafetu prevzala Elea-
nor Sutterova, ktora ako chargé d’affaires s dobrou znalostou slovenéiny pri-
pravila pédu na prichod prvého velvyslanca USA na Slovensku. Stal sa nim
Theodore Russell a funkcie velvyslanca sa ujal v decembri 1993.

V prvom roku nezavislosti na Slovensko prichadzali predstavitelia americké-
ho politického, vojenského a podnikatelského Zivota, aby spoznali novu kra-
jinu v strednej Eurdpe a zacali s tiou bilateralnu spolupracu. Rozbehla sa aj
spolupraca v akademickej, kultirnej a mimovladnej oblasti.

Americky minister zahrani¢nych veci poslal v marci svojho osobitného po-
radcu Roberta L. Hutchingsa, ktory rokoval s nasimi predstavitelmi o novom
ramci bilaterdlnych vztahov. V lete k ndm prisli dve vyznamné vojenské navste-
vy - hlavny velitel spojeneckych sil NATO v Eurépe general John Shalikashvili
a vojenska delegacia USA vedena generalom Thomasom J. Lennonom, riadite-
lom programu vojenskej pomoci krajindam strednej a vychodnej Eurépy, aby
rokovali o priprave Slovenska na vstup do programu Partnerstvo pre mier.
Navsteva generala Colina Powella, vtedaj$ieho nacelnika generalneho stabu
a neskorsieho ministra zahrani¢nych veci USA, v jani 1993 bola vyznamnym
impulzom v posiltiovani spoluprace medzi nasimi ozbrojenymi silami.

Zadala sa aj spolupraca na parlamentnej trovni. Na pozvanie predsedu N&-
rodnej rady SR navstivila v jali 1993 Slovensko skupina poslancov Kongresu
USA vedena Martinom Frostom a v decembri delegacia Kongresu USA vede-
na Charliem Roseom.

V juni 1993 zavital do Bratislavy na neoficidlnu navstevu byvaly prezident USA
Jimmy Carter. Bol osobnym hostom vtedaj$ieho premiéra V. Meéiara. Malokto
vtedy tusil, Ze pocas dalsich piatich rokov sa budd americki prezidenti - by-
vali ¢i aktudlni - Bratislave oblikom vyhybat, aby sa s autokratickym sloven-
skym premiérom nestretli.

V ekonomickej oblasti sa buduje nova zmluvna zakladna a 27. oktébra 1993

za¢ina svoju ¢innost Americka obchodna komora, ktora je velmi aktivna
dodnes.
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Among the visits of Slovak representatives in the USA during the first year of
our independence we should mention in particular the first visit of the Slo-
vak president. In April 1993, President Kova¢ participated in the opening of
the Holocaust Museum in Washington. He met with President Bill Clinton
and other representatives of the U.S. administration and Congress as well as
with Slovak expats and economic community members. Leading U.S. Jewish
organizations, the American Jewish Congress and Bnai B’rith, have also played
an important role in optimizing the relationship with the new democratic
Slovakia.

The first Slovak Chargé d’Affaires Milan Erban helped organize this visit. At
that time, he worked in very modest conditions because the original build-
ing of the Czechoslovak embassy was taken by the Czech Republic. He was
replaced in his office by Peter Burian, who in March 1994 turned his office
over to the first Slovak ambassador to the United Sates — Branislav Lichardus

— an internationally renowned medical expert.

In May 1993, Prime Minister Mec¢iar visited Washington to meet Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore and U.S. Congressional leaders. Meciar also discussed the state
of democracy in Slovakia with members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the House of Representatives led by Congressman Tom Lantos. The repre-
sentatives of the USA clearly stressed that they were interested in a good re-
lationship with Slovakia, provided that its democratic institutions continue
functioning and developing.

Green light for Slovakia's integration efforts

After initial hesitation, Slovakia was able to
win sympathy of the international community, including the USA, and after
being admitted into the UN and the Council of Europe its path to other orga-
nizations such as the OECD, EU, and NATO was opened. The pro-integration
program of the Mec¢iar administration found extensive support across the
entire political spectrum of the young country. This went over well with the
U.S. administration, the main objective of which was a united and peaceful Eu-
rope. The first U.S. ambassador to Slovakia Theodore Russell (an experienced
diplomat who got to know Slovakia as deputy chief of mission during the
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Z navstev slovenskych predstavitelov v USA v prvom roku samostatnosti treba
spomenut najmai historicky prvu cestu slovenského prezidenta. Michal Ko-
vac sa v aprili 1993 zdGc¢astnil vo Washingtone na otvoreni Muzea holokaustu.
Stretol sa s prezidentom Billom Clintonom a dal$imi predstavitelmi americ-
kej administrativy a Kongresu, ako aj krajanskou komunitou a ekonomicky-
mi kruhmi. Nezanedbatelnu ulohu v optimalizacii vztahov s novym demokra-
tickym Slovenskom zohrali popredné zidovské organizacie v USA - American
Jewish Congress a B’'Nai Brith.

Pri realizacii tejto cesty poméahal prvy slovensky chargé d’affaires Milan Er-
ban, ktory posobil v skromnych kancelarskych priestoroch, kedze pévodna
budova ¢esko-slovenskej ambasady pripadla Ceskej republike. Vo funkcii ho
v juni vystriedal Peter Burian, ktory v marci 1994 odovzdal §tafetu prvému
slovenskému velvyslancovi v Spojenych $tatoch Branislavovi Lichardusovi,

medzindrodne uznavanému vedcovi v oblasti mediciny.

V maji 1993 navstivil Washington premiér Vladimir Mediar, ktory sa tam
stretol s viceprezidentom Alom Gorom a rokoval s vedtcimi predstavitelmi
Kongresu USA. Uskuto¢nil sa aj hiring V. Mediara o stave demokracie na Slo-
vensku v zahrani¢nom vybore Snemovne reprezentantov, ktory viedol kongre-
sman Tom Lantos. Predstavitelia Spojenych $tatov jasne zdéraznili, Ze maju
zaujem o dobré vztahy - pod podmienkou posiliiovania a fungovania demo-
kratickych institucii.

Zelena pre integracné snazenie Slovenska

Slovensko si po pociato¢nom vihani ziskalo
sympatie medzinarodného spolo¢enstva vratane USA a po prijati do OSN a Rady
Eurépy si otvorilo cestu do integra¢nych zoskupeni ako OECD, EU a NATO.
Prointegra¢ny program Meciarovej vlady nasiel Siroku podporu v takmer ce-
lom politickom spektre mladej krajiny. To malo nalezitii odozvu americke;j
administrativy, ktorej hlavnym cielom bola zjednotenad a mierova Eurépa.
Prvy velvyslanec USA na Slovensku Theodore Russell (sktiseny diplomat, ktory
spoznal Slovensko uz ako zastupca velvyslankyne Shirley Templovej Blackovej
pocas posobenia v Prahe), mal teda liniu svojho posobenia naértnutd - po-
moc v reformach a integracia Slovenska do NATO a EU.
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tenure of Ambassador Shirley Temple Black in Prague) had a clear target — to
help Slovakia in its reforms and NATO and EU integration.

Soon after he took office, on January 9, 1994, Bratislava was visited by the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations, a native of Prague, Madeleine Albright
and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General John Shalikashvili in
order to discuss these topics with the top representatives of the country. This
was on the eve of the historical meeting of President Bill Clinton with the pres-
idents and prime ministers of the Visegrad four countries in Prague January
11-12, 1994, which paved the way for NATO expansion. President Clinton also
spoke about U.S. support of economic transformation, building of democratic
institutions, and the formation of a suitable environment for investments
and trade in Central Europe. Here, a very important sentence was spoken by
Clinton, which noted that our NATO admission was not a matter of “if” but
“when”. Slovakia successfully joined the Partnership for Peace program and

began preparing for admission to NATO.

A few months after the Prague summit, in June 1994 at the White House, Bill
Clinton received his colleagues — the Slovak President Michal Kovac¢, and the
Hungarian President Arpad Goncz, who were awarded the annual prize for
their contribution to international understanding at an award ceremony in
New York organized by the EastWest Institute. This visit had been prepared
by the newly appointed Slovak ambassador to the USA Branislav Lichardus,
who assumed his post in March 1994.

On April 12, 1994 (immediately after the interim Moravé¢ik administration
took office), Strobe Talbot, the acting U.S. secretary of state visited Bratislava.
He appreciated the fact that the government change was constitutional and
democratic and assured Slovakia of continued U.S. support in building democ-
racy and getting ever closer to NATO accession using the active participation
in the Partnership for Peace program. In June 1994, the National Council of
the Slovak Republic approved the Doctrine of the Armed Forces of the Slovak
Republic, in which Slovakia’s orientation towards NATO membership was
embedded. The U.S. administration and Congress appreciated the new gover-
nance style in Slovakia that was also positively perceived by the initiators of
the NATO expansion legislation — Senators Brown and Simon.

In August 1994, a grand celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Slovak
National Uprising was held in Banska Bystrica in attendance of a delegation
from the USA led by Bill Clinton’s envoy along with Madeleine Albright. Her
speeches disclosed several previously unknown facts about the history of co-

operation between our countries.
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® Prezident B. Clinton sa
1. a12. januara 1994 stretol
v Prahe s prezidentmi krajin
V4. Zlava M. Kovag, L. Watesa,
B. Clinton, V. Havel, A. Goncz.
Foto: TASR.

® President Bill Clinton at the
Prague meeting with presidents
of the V4 countries, January
11-12, 1994. Pictured from left
to right: Michal Kovdc, Lech
Watesa, Bill Clinton, Vaclav
Havel, Arpdd Géncz. Photo:
TASR.
>

Tesne po jeho nastupe do funkcie navstivili 9. januara 1994 Bratislavu vedu-
ca stalej misie USA pri OSN a rodac¢ka z Prahy Madeleine Albrightova a pred-
seda zboru nacelnikov USA general John Shalikashvili, aby o tychto témach
hovorili s najvy$§imi predstavitelmi krajiny. Bolo to v predvecer historickej
schédzky prezidenta Billa Clintona s prezidentmi a predsedami vlad krajin
Vy$ehradskej $tvorky v Prahe 11. - 12. janudra 1994, ktora otvorila brany pre
rozSirovanie NATO. Prezident Clinton tiez vyslovil podporu USA pre ekono-
micku transformaciu, budovanie demokratickych institucii a tvorbu vhodné-
ho prostredia na investicie a obchod v strednej Eurépe. Tu zaznela dolezita
veta, ku ktorej sa Clintonova administrativa postupne prepracovala - Ze nas
vstup do NATO je v rovine ,kedy“, nie ,,¢i“. Slovensko uispesne vstupilo do progra-

mu Partnerstvo pre mier a zac¢alo sa pripravovat na vstup do NATO.




e Senator C. Pell medzi velvyslancami.
Vlavo prvy americky velvyslanec
na Slovensku T. Russell a vpravo
prvy slovensky velvyslanec v USA
B. Lichardus. Washington 1997.
Foto: Eva Kellerova.

e Senator Claiborne Pell among
ambassadors. To the left: Theodore
Russell - the first American
ambassador to Slovakia. To the
right: Branislav Lichardus - the
first Slovak ambassador to the U.S.
Washington, 1997. Photo:

Eva Kellerovd.
>
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Prezident B. Clinton na rokovani
so slovenskou delegéciou
vedenou prezidentom

M. Kovac¢om na velvyslanectve
USA v Prahe 11. januara 1994.
Foto: TASR.

President Bill Clinton during
negotiations with the Slovak
delegation led by President
Michal Kovdc¢ at the U.S. Embassy
in Prague on January 11, 1994.
Photo: TASR.
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Americky prezident B. Clinton

s prezidentom Ceskej republiky
V. Havlom a prezidentom SR
M. Kovacom pocas otvorenia
Cesko-Slovenskej narodnej
kniznice a mGzea v meste Cedar
Rapids v State lowa, oktober
1995. Foto: Pavol Demes.

U.S. President Bill Clinton with
President of the Czech Republic
Vdclav Havel (L) and President
of the Slovak Republic Michal
Kovac at the opening of the
National Czech and Slovak
Museum and Library in Cedar
Rapids, lowa, October, 1995.
Photo: Pavol Demes.

v

Niekolko mesiacov po prazskom samite prijal v juni 1994 Bill Clinton v Bielom
dome svojich kolegov - slovenského prezidenta Michala Kovac¢a a madarské-
ho prezidenta Arpdda Géncza, ktorym EastWest Institute udelil na sldvnosti
v New Yorku vyro¢nu cenu za prinos k medzinarodnému porozumeniu. Ttto
navstevu uz pripravoval ¢erstvo vymenovany velvyslanec SR v USA Branislav
Lichardus, ktory sa funkcie ujal v marci 1994.

Drnia 12. aprila 1994 (hned po nastupe dodasnej Moravéikovej vlady, ktora trva-
la len do novembra, ked sa opit vracia k moci V. Me¢iar) navstivil Bratislavu
namestnik MZV USA Strobe Talbott. Ocenil, Ze zmena vlady prebehla ustav-
nou a demokratickou cestou, a ubezpecil o podpore SR zo strany USA pri bu-
dovani demokracie a pribliZzovani sa k NATO cestou aktivneho zapojenia do
programu Partnerstva pre mier. V juni 1994 Narodna rada SR schvalila obran-
nu doktrinu, ktora zakotvila orientaciu SR na ¢lenstvo v NATO. Novym $tylom
vladnutia si Slovensko ziskalo sympatie administrativy i Kongresu Spojenych
Statov, ¢o vyvolalo pozitivny ohlas inicidtorov legislativy o podpore rozsirenia
NATO, senatorov Browna a Simona.

V auguste 1994 sa konali velkolepé oslavy pdtdesiateho vyrocia Slovenského
narodného povstania v Banskej Bystrici, na ktoré prisla i poc¢etnd delegacia
z USA, vedena vyslankynou prezidenta B. Clintona M. Albrightovou. Jej pri-
tomnost a vystupenia poodhalili pre nagu verejnost viaceré nepoznané skutoc-
nosti o dejinach spoluprace nasich krajin.
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I Rcd card for Viadimir Mediar and his electoral defeat

In 1994 and 1995, the promising cooperation
between Slovakia and USA and democratic Europe began to be hampered by
internal political issues related to the authoritarian practices of Prime Minis-
ter Mecdiar. He began to reinforce his power by taking undemocratic steps in
the parliament, by an unusually fractious struggle with the president, and
an effort to seize control of the economy, media, and civic organizations. In
1995, representatives of the EU and the USA began sending Slovakia the first
serious warnings, pointing out the diversion from democratic principles and

the possible consequences for our integration efforts.

For Slovak diplomacy it was increasingly difficult to persuade foreign partners
about our willingness to listen and actually build a democratic state. Slovak
foreign ministers did not last long in office during this time. From 1993 until
1998, there were five of them: Milan Kniazko and Jozef Moravéik in the Mediar
administration, Eduard Kukan from March until December 1994 in the in-
terim Morav¢ik administration, and finally Juraj Schenk, Pavol Hamzik, and
Zdenka Kramplova in the last Mec¢iar administration. The U.S. Embassy in Slo-
vakia began operating in an increasingly difficult environment. Due to the
embassy’s criticism of political practices and support of democratic powers
and civic society, the Mec¢iar administration had often accused it of illegal
interference with the internal affairs of our young state and use of double

standards.

At the same time, the U.S. administration highly appreciated the signing of
the Basic Agreement between Slovakia and Hungary, as the Slovak Foreign
Minister Juraj Schenk was told during his visit of USA in March 1995. During
this visit, he mainly spoke with Benjamin Gilman, Chairman of the House
Committee on International Relations (Foreign Affairs since 2007) Commit-
tee, about Slovakia’s NATO accession. One month later, Jan Sitek, Slovak Sec-
retary of Defense, during his meeting with the President’s special advisor
Daniel Fried spoke not just about Slovakia’s ambition to join NATO, he also
had to explain the state of democracy in Slovakia. These and similar topics
were discussed also during the September visit of William Perry, U.S. Secre-

tary of Defense, in Bratislava.
President Michal Kova¢ who began to oppose the undemocratic practices of

the Meciar government, in pointing out the severe political consequences for
the country, gained much credit with the USA. In August 1995, the American
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Cervena karta Vladimirovi Mediarovi
a jeho volebna porazka

Slubne sa rozbiehajicu spolupracu Sloven-
ska s USA a demokratickou Eurépou zacali narusovat v rokoch 1994 - 1995
vnutropolitické problémy suvisiace s autoritarskymi praktikami premiéra
V. Mediara. Ten si zac¢al upeviiovat moc nedemokratickymi krokmi v parla-
mente, nezvytajne hrubym zapasom s prezidentom republiky, snahou o kon-
trolu ekonomického prostredia, médii a ob¢ianskych organizacii. Predstavi-
telia EU a USA zacali od roku 1995 vaZnejsie upozornenia tykajice sa odklonu
od demokratickych pravidiel s moznymi nasledkami na integra¢né snazenie.

Slovenska diplomacia mala ¢oraz vécé$ie problémy s presviedéanim zahranic¢-
nych partnerov o ochote nacivat a budovat skutoé¢ne demokraticku $tatnost.
Ministri zahrani¢nych veci sa striedali ako na beziacom pase, v rokoch 1993 -
1998 ich bolo pat: Milan Kniazko a Jozef Moravéik v Mediarovej vlade, Eduard
Kukan v marci az decembri 1994 v kratkodobej Moravcéikovej vlade, Juraj
Schenk, Pavol Hamzik a Zdenka Kramplova v poslednej Meciarovej vlade. Ame-
rickd ambasdda na Slovensku zacala podsobit v nestandardnom prostredi. Pre
jej kritiku politickych praktik a podporu demokratickych sil a ob¢ianskej spo-
lo¢nosti ju vlada V. Mec¢iara ¢asto obvinovala z nedovoleného zasahovania do
vnutornych zalezitosti mladého $tatu a pouzivania dvojakého metra.

Zaroven americkd administrativa v tomto obdobi vysoko ocenila podpis Za-
kladnej zmluvy medzi Slovenskom a Madarskom, o ¢om sa mohol v marci
1995 presvedcit minister zahrani¢nych veci SR Juraj Schenk pocas navstevy
USA. S predsedom zahrani¢ného vyboru Snemovne reprezentantov Benjami-
nom Gilmanom rokoval najmé o integracii SR do NATO. Minister obrany SR
Jan Sitek mesiac nato musel pocas stretnutia s osobitnym poradcom prezi-
denta Danielom Friedom hovorit nielen o ambiciach vstupu do NATO, ale aj
objastiovat stav demokracie na Slovensku. Tieto témy rezonovali i pocas sep-
tembrovej navstevy ministra obrany USA Williama Perryho v Bratislave.

Prezident Michal Kova¢, ktory zacal vystupovat vo¢i nedemokratickym prak-
tikam vlady, poukazujic na vazne zahrani¢nopolitické désledky pre krajinu,
si vyslazil v USA vysoky kredit. V auguste 1995 mu Americkd pravnicka komora
udelila v Chicagu Cenu za budovanie pravneho $tatu. Vo Washingtone ho pri-
jal viceprezident Al Gore. V oktdbri toho istého roku prezident M. Kovac opét
navstivil USA. Okrem tucasti na oslavach 50. vyroc¢ia vzniku OSN v New Yorku
spolu s ¢eskym prezidentom Vaclavom Havlom a americkym prezidentom
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Bar Association awarded him its Rule of Law Award in Chicago for his efforts
to promote a stable democratic state. In Washington, D.C., he was received
by Vice President Al Gore. In October 1995, President Kovac visited the USA
again. Besides for taking part in the celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the UN formation in New York, he and the Czech President Vaclav Havel and
U.S. President Bill Clinton opened a Czechoslovak museum and library in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. At this occasion, President Clinton publically recognized
President Kovad’s efforts, but at the same time voiced his worries about the

developments in Slovakia.

Vladimir Me¢iar and his administration failed to react to the warnings and
démarches that Slovakia was receiving from the governments of the USA and
multiple EU countries, and so in 1997 Slovakia’s NATO and EU integration ef-
forts were suspended despite repeated assurances of the government about
its willingness to join these coalitions.

In March 1996, the selfless ambassador Theodore Russell (who until this day

remains a member of the Friends of Slovakia in Washington as its founding

chairman) ended his term of office in Slovakia. Ralph Johnson, a resolute

® Prva dama USA H. Clintonova
podpisuje album pocas
navstevy Bratislavy v jani
1996. Foto: Archiv
Velvyslanectva USA
na Slovensku.

® America’s First Lady Hillary
Clinton signs an album during
her visit to Bratislava in June
1996. Photo: Archive of the
U.S. Embassy in Slovakia.
<

Billom Clintonom otvorili Narodné ¢eské a slovenské muizeum a kniznicu
v Cedar Rapids v $tate Iowa. Aj pri tejto prileZitosti prezident Clinton verejne
vyslovil obdiv tsiliu prezidenta Kovaca, ale i obavy z vyvoja na Slovensku. Vla-
dimir Mediar a jeho reZim nereagovali na varovania, a preto Slovensko dosta-
lo od vlad Spojenych statov a Eurépskej inie demarse a nasledne v roku 1997
dosglo k pozastaveniu integraéného snazenia do NATO i EU napriek neustale
opakovanym deklaraciam vlady o vstupe do tychto zoskupeni.

V marci 1996 ukondéil na Slovensku svoje pésobenie obetavy velvyslanec T. Rus-
sell (dodnes posobi vo Washingtone v organizacii Friends of Slovakia ako jej za-
kladajuci predseda). Na politicky rozburené Slovensko prichadza razny a sku-
seny diplomat Ralph Johnson. Velmi jasne dal najavo, ze Washington bude pri
posudzovani nasich a$piracii na vstup do integra¢nych zoskupeni hodnotit
nielen stav ekonomiky a ozbrojenych sil, ale aj dosledne posudzovat dodrzia-
vanie ludskych prav a demokratickych hodnét. Vladne elity s nevélou prijali
jeho poziadavku na vySetrenie kduz, akymi boli - a bohuzial dodnes zostali -
unos prezidentovho syna a smrt svedka tinosu Roberta Remiasa.

V dosledku nedemokratického vyvoja na Slovensku pocas Meéiarovho vlad-
nutia bolo nielenze nemozné, aby premiér SR dostal pozvanku na navstevu
Bieleho domu, ale ani prezident Clinton nemal zdujem navstivit Slovensko.
Urobila tak zaniho jeho manzelka, prva ddma USA a neskorsia ministerka za-
hraniénych veci Hillary Clintonova, v sprievode velvyslankyne USA pri OSN
M. Albrightovej v juni 1996 (o necely rok sa M. Albrightova stala ministerkou
zahrani¢nych veci USA). Poc¢as navstevy sa nevyhla kritike $tylu vladnutia na
Slovensku. Vo svojej autobiografii prva ddma neskér spomina na neprijemné
stretnutie s V. Mec¢iarom, ktoré prirovnava k schodzke s autokratom zo Zim-
babwe R. G. Mugabem. Americka ambasada vedena R. Johnsonom zorganizo-
vala pre H. Clintonovu v bratislavskej Redute otvorené diskusné férum s po-
¢etnou skupinou predstavitelov slovenskych mimovladnych organizacii, ktoré
sa snazili o ndpravu pomerov v krajine. Tym dali Spojené $taty najavo, Ze po-
vazuju organizacie tretieho sektora za legitimnu stcast demokratického po-
litického Zivota a Ze st pripravené ich nadalej podporovat. Odvtedy az do roku
2002 podporili americké vladne programy a nezavislé nadacie mnohé de-
mokratiza¢né projekty, ktoré dopomohli Slovensku v spoloé¢ensko-politickej
modernizcii a splneni naro¢nych kritérii na vstup do EU a NATO.

Oficialni slovenski politicki predstavitelia sa v rokoch 1996 - 1997 snazili o ne-
mozné: pokusali sa presved¢it americku stranu, aby sthlasila s prijatim Slo-
venska do NATO i s na8imi ,chybami krasy®. V septembri a oktobri 1996 pre-
svied¢ali ¢lenov Kongresu a administrativy vo Washingtone predseda NR SR
Ivan Gasparovi¢ a minister zahrani¢nych veci SR Pavol Hamzik a v tomto usili
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and experienced diplomat, came to Slovakia at a time where political develop-
ments had taken a sinister turn. He made it very clear that when assessing
our aspirations to join NATO and the EU, the U.S. was not going to evaluate
only the state of our economy and military forces, but rather thoroughly as-
sess the observation of human rights and democratic values. The ruling elites
resentfully consented to his demand to investigate cases such as the kidnap-
ping of the president’s son and the murder of Robert Remia$, a witness of the

kidnapping, which unfortunately still remain unsolved to this day.

In consequence of the undemocratic developments in Slovakia during the
Mecéiar administration, the prime minister of Slovakia never received an in-
vitation to visit the White House and President Clinton never showed an inter-
est in visiting Slovakia. However, his wife Hillary Clinton, America’s first lady,
and future Secretary of State, did so in his stead in June 1996, accompanied
by Madeleine Albright, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations (one year
later, Mrs. Albright went on to become the U.S. secretary of state). During
her visit she openly criticized the style of governance of Slovakia. In her au-
tobiography, the first lady reminisces of the rather unpleasant meeting with
Metiar, which she compared to meeting the Zimbabwe’s autocratic leader
Robert G. Mugabe. The American Embassy and Ambassador Ralph Johnson
had organized for Mrs. Clinton an open discussion forum in Reduta, Bratisla-
va, with a large group of representatives of Slovak nongovernmental organi-
zations that were striving to correct the situation in the country. By doing
so, the United States clearly showed that it considers third sector organiza-
tions a legitimate part of democratic political life and that they are prepared

to provide continued support to them. From that moment until 2002, U.S.

50

Predseda vlady SR V. Meciar
prijal 1. decembra 1996
amerického velvyslanca v SR

Ralpha Johnsona. Foto: TASR.

Slovak Prime Minister
Vladimir Meciar received
U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia
Ralph Johnson on December
11, 1996. Photo: TASR.
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pokracovali i v nadchadzajucom roku. Minister Hamzik navstivil USA v apri-
i 1997 a hovoril o ¢lenstve v NATO s prominentnym senatorom Richardom
Lugarom a ministerkou zahraniénych veci Madeleine Albrightovou. Ivan Gas-
parovi¢ zat¢iatkom jina na podobnu tému rokoval s predsedom Snemovne re-
prezentantov amerického Kongresu Newtom Gingrichom.

Nepomohla ani navsteva amerického kongresmana slovenského pévodu Johna
Micu na Slovensku v auguste 1997. V désledku nedemokratického vyvoja dosta-
la Slovenska republika v roku 1997 ¢ervent kartu a bola vyradena z rokovani
o vstupe do NATO i EU.

Prezident M. Kova¢ tesne pred ukoncéenim posobenia vo funkcii odcestoval
koncom januara 1998 na rozluckovu cestu do USA. Stretol sa s ministerkou
M. Albrightovou, ako aj predsedom Snemovne reprezentantov N. Gingrichom
a dal$imi osobnostami. Rozlddil sa s krajanskou komunitou a vyznamenal
viacerych jej predstavitelov. Madeleine Albrightova vyslovila obdiv preziden-
tovi SR, ale aj obavy a lttost, Ze Slovensko sa samo vyraduje z integracie a stava
sa ,dierou na mape”* demokratickej Eur6py. Bratislava precitliveno a prudko
reagovala na jej poznamky.

Slovensko sa pripravovalo na klué¢ové parlamentné volby v septembri 1998,
ktoré mali rozhodnt, ¢i sa krajina vrati na demokraticku a integra¢nu kolaj,
alebo sa ocitne v este vi¢$ej medzinarodnej izolacii.

Americkd ambasada, podobne ako ambasady krajin EU, upozortovali na po-
trebu dodrziavania medzinarodnych volebnych pravidiel a snazili sa poma-
hat atakovanym demokratickym stranam i organiziciam tretieho sektora.
Na Slovensku doslo k predvolebnej mobilizacii. Volebna Géast dosiahla aj vda-
ka obc¢ianskej kampani OK '98 rekordnych 84 percent a Vladimir Meciar bol
nuteny odist do opozicie. V oktébri 1998 nastipil do premiérskeho kresla Mi-
kula$ Dzurinda, ktorého koali¢ny kabinet za¢al nova politicka éru a akcele-
roval integra¢né snazenie Slovenska.
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governmental programs and independent foundations provided support to
numerous democratization projects that have helped Slovakia achieve social
and political modernization and meet the demanding criteria for joining the
EU and NATO.

In 1996 and 1997, the official Slovak political representatives were trying the im-
possible; persuade the Americans to approve our NATO accession despite the
“minor blemishes”. In September and October 1996, the Parliament Speaker
Ivan GaSparovi¢ and the Foreign Minister Pavol Hamzik came to Washington
to try to persuade members of the Congress and administration to that end.
Both politicians travelled again the following year to try the same. Foreign
Minister Hamzik visited the USA in April 1997 to speak about NATO member-
ship with the prominent Senator Richard Lugar and the Secretary of State
Albright. Ga§parovi¢ discussed a similar topic with Newt Gingrich, speaker of
the House of Representatives, at the beginning of June.

The visit of U.S. Congressman John Mica, of Slovak origin, to Slovakia in Au-
gust 1997 was equally to no avail. In 1997, Slovakia was shown the red flag and
due to the undemocratic developments was excluded from the negotiations
to join NATO and the EU.

Right before the end of his term of office at the end of January 1998, President
Kovac traveled to the USA for the last time. He met with Secretary Albright
and Speaker Gingrich, as well as other important figures. He said goodbye to
the expatriate community and decorated several of its representatives. Mrs.
Albright voiced her admiration of the president and, at the same time, her
fear and sorrow about the fact that Slovakia disqualified itself from the in-
tegration process and slowly was becoming a “black hole on the map” of the
democratic Europe. The Slovak officials’ reaction to her remarks was strong
and oversensitive.

Slovakia was preparing for the key parliamentary elections of September 1998
that would decide whether the country would get back on track to democracy
and integration or become even more isolated. The U.S. Embassy, like embas-
sies of other EU countries, continuously advised the Slovak government of the
need to adhere to international election rules and made a conscious effort to
help the beleaguered democratic parties and the third sector organizations.

There was a huge pre-election mobilization in Slovakia. Thanks to the OK98
Civic Campaign, the voter turnout reached a record-breaking 84 percent and
Vladimir Meciar was forced to leave power. In October 1998, Mikul4s$ Dzurinda
became the prime minister and his coalition started a new political era and

accelerated Slovakia’s integration effort.

52 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

® Rozlickova navsteva
amerického velvyslanca
Ralpha Johnsona u premiéra
SR Mikuldsa Dzurindu 1. jina
1999. Foto: TASR.

® The farewell call of U.S.
Ambassador Ralph Johnson
on Slovak Prime Minister
Mikulds Dzurinda on June 7,
1999. Photo: TASR.
>

Dobiehanie zameskaného

Demokraticky svet uvital vysoku volebnu ucast,
aktivizaciu obc¢ianskej spolo¢nosti a zmenu politického kurzu na Slovensku.
Nova slovenska vlada nastartovala radikalne reformy a jednoznaéne sa pri-
hlasila k respektovaniu demokratickych principov. Dal§ich osem rokov pred-
stavuje éru najdynamickej$ich vztahov Slovenska so Spojenymi $tatmi. Po ro-
koch ochladenych a takmer prerusenych medzivladnych vztahov sa doslova
pretrhlo vrece s navstevami slovenskych politickych predstavitelov v USA. Pre
premiéra Mikulasa Dzurindu a ministra zahrani¢nych veci Eduarda Kukana
sa ¢oskoro otvorili brany Bieleho domu, zatial ¢o pre Dzurindovho predchod-
cu Mediara zostali za osem rokov jeho vladnutia zavreté.

V septembri 1998 ukoncil so ctou nelahku misiu vo Washingtone velvyslanec
Lichardus. Po¢as nadchadzajiceho polroka viedol nagu ambasadu vo funkcii
chargé d’affaires Jan Gabor. V januari 1999 ho vystriedal Milan JeZovica a vo
februari sa funkcie velvyslanca ujal znamy intelektual Martin Batora. Ten
so svojim dynamickym timom ods$tartoval nebyvalé mnoZstvo aktivit a vdaka
novej zahrani¢nej politike Dzurindovej vlady dopomohol k zasadnej zme-
ne obrazu Slovenska v USA. Velvyslanec M. Butora, jeho zastupca M. JeZzovica
a dalsi zamestnanci dotiahli v lete 2001 do konca aj vystavbu novej, moderne;j
budovy ambasady Slovenskej republiky vo Washingtone, ktor4 sa stala vita-

nym priestorom na vestranné predstavenie Slovenska.
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Il Catching up

The democratic world welcomed the high
voter turnout, activation of civil society and change of the political situation
in Slovakia. The new Slovak government introduced radical reforms and
clearly started following the path of respecting democratic principles. The
following eight years were an era of the most dynamic relationships between
Slovakia and the USA. After years of deterioration and significant downturn
in intergovernmental relations, Slovak political representatives began visiting
the USA much more frequently. The gates of the White House soon opened
to the Prime Minister Dzurinda and Foreign Minister Kukan. They had been
closed for his predecessor, Vladimir Mec¢iar for eight years.

In September 1998, Ambassador Lichardus ended his demanding mission
in Washington honorably. During the next half-year, our embassy was led
by Chargé d’Affaires Jan Gabor. In January 1999, he was replaced by Milan
JeZzovica and in February the post of ambassador was taken by the well-known
intellectual Martin Butora.

He and his dynamic team started an unusual number of activities and helped,
thanks to the new foreign policy of the Dzurinda administration, to funda-
mentally change the image of Slovakia in the USA. In the summer of 2001,
Ambassador Butora, his deputy M. Jezovica and other embassy employees
helped complete the construction of a new, modern embassy of the Slovak
Republic in Washington, which became the new headquarters for the pre-
sentation of Slovakia.

Prime Minister Dzurinda and his delegation visited the USA three times in
1999: in April they took part in the Washington NATO summit, where our
neighbors Poland, Hungary, and Czech Republic joined NATO. In September,
our prime minister, as the first Slovak holding that office, met with President
Clinton to hold official negotiations in the premises of the U.S. Mission to the
United Nations in New York.

Finally, in November, he and the Czech Prime Minister Milo§ Zeman took
part in the celebration of the 10" anniversary of the Velvet Revolution and
joint meeting with the U.S. president in the White House. During this visit,
both prime ministers unveiled a bust of Alexander Dubé¢ek in the Woodrow
Wilson Center in Washington.

54 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

Premiér Dzurinda a jeho delegacia navstivili v roku 1999 USA trikrat: v apri-
li sa zudastnil na Washingtonskom samite NATO, kde prijali za novych ¢lenov
nasich susedov - Polsko, Madarsko a Ceskt republiku. V septembri sa ako prvy
slovensky ministersky predseda stretol na oficiadlnych rokovaniach s prezi-
dentom Clintonom na péde americkej misie pri OSN v New Yorku. Napokon
v novembri sa s ¢eskym premiérom MiloSom Zemanom zuéastnil na oslavach
10. vyroc¢ia Neznej revolucie a spolo¢nom stretnuti s americkym prezidentom
v Bielom dome. Podas tejto navstevy obaja premiéri odhalili bustu Alexandra
Dubceka vo Woodrow Wilson Center vo Washingtone.

Okrem rokovani s predstavitelmi americkej politiky a ekonomiky sa nasa vlad-
na delegécia stretla so zastupcami tamojsich Slovakov. Rokovaniam dominovala
téma integracie Slovenska do NATO. UZ v tom roku prezident Clinton vyhla-
sil, ze Slovensko je na najlepsej ceste.

Integrac¢né usilie a novu fazu transatlantickych vztahov potvrdila okrem vlad-
nej i nada parlamentna diplomacia. Delegicia NR SR na ¢ele s predsedom Jo-
zefom MigaSom navstivila v marci americky Kongres a rokovala s predsedom
Snemovne reprezentantov Dennisom Hastertom.

V aktivizacii ekonomickej spoluprace s USA zohrala vyznamnu tlohu jano-
va navsteva delegacie vedenej podpredsedom vlady Ivanom MikloSom. Okrem
vyznamnej akcie pod nazvom Ekonomicky okrahly stél SR - USA Ivan Miklo$
rokoval s predstavitelmi Medzinarodného menového fondu a Svetovej banky.
Podé¢iarknutim tejto iniciativy bola efektivna prezentacia modernej slovenske;j
kultary v New Yorku, ktora vo februari pod nazvom Celebrate Slovakia v spo-
lupraci s nasou diplomaciou v USA a dal$imi partnermi zorganizovala sloven-

ska mimovladna organizacia Asociacia pre kultaru, vzdelavanie a komunikaciu.

Coskoro nato - koncom augusta 1999 - navstivila delegacia poslancov americ-
kého Kongresu a podnikatelov na ¢ele s kongresmanom Johnom Micom Slo-
vensko. I dve dal$ie vyznamné navstevy Slovenska v druhej polovici roka 1999
mali za ciel posmelit reformné a integra¢né snazenie Slovenska - v oktobri
pricestovala prva dama H. Clintonovd a v novembri ministerka zahrani¢nych
veci M. Albrightova. Hillary Clintonova sa okrem stretnuti s najvys$simi pred-
stavitelmi opét zucdastnila na okrihlom stole s mimovladnymi organizaciami
v Zrkadlovej sieni Primacidlneho palaca, pricom vyzdvihla uéast obéianskej
spolo¢nosti na sprave veci verejnych a ocenila tlohu MVO v navrateni sa
Slovenska na demokraticku kolaj. Madeleine Albrightova sa popri oficidlnych
rokovaniach stretla v Bratislave s lidrami Neznej revoltcie spred 10 rokov.
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Besides negotiating with U.S. political and economic officials, our delegation
also met with the representatives of the local Slovak community. The domi-
nant topic of the negotiations was NATO integration of Slovakia. At that time,

President Clinton declared that Slovakia was on the right track.

The integration efforts and the new stage of transatlantic relations were de-
veloped both by our government and our parliamentary diplomacy. A del-
egation of the National Council of the Slovak Republic led by its Chairman
Jozef Migas visited the American Congress in March to negotiate with Den-

nis Hastert, speaker of the House of Representatives.

Economic cooperation with the USA improved significantly after a visit of
a Slovak delegation led by Deputy Prime Minister Ivan Miklo$ in June 1999.
Besides for attending an important event named the Economic roundtable
SR-USA, Miklo§ also spoke with representatives of the International Mone-
tary Fund and the World Bank. Part of this initiative was an effective presen-
tation of modern Slovak culture in New York (opened in February under the
name “Celebrate Slovakia”) organized by the Association for Culture, Educa-
tion and Communication in cooperation with our diplomats in the U.S. and
other partners. Soon after that, at the end of August 1999, a delegation of U.S.
congressmen and entrepreneurs led by John Mica visited Slovakia.
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Stretnutie ministerky
zahrani¢nych veci USA

M. Albrightovej s lidrami
Neznej revoltcie na Slovensku
po desiatich rokoch

v Bratislave v novembri 1999.
Foto: Archiv Velvyslanectva
USA na Slovensku.

Meeting of U.S. Secretary

of State Madeleine Albright
with the leaders of the Velvet
Revolution in Bratislava,
Slovakia, ten years after the
Velvet revolution in November
1999. Photo: Archive of the U.S.
Embassy in Slovakia.

>

Stretnutie prvej damy USA

H. Clintonovej s predstavitelmi
slovenskych mimovladnych
organizacii v Bratislave

v oktébri 1999. Foto:

Archiv Velvyslanectva USA

na Slovensku.

Meeting of the First Lady Hillary
Clinton with representatives

of Slovak NGOs in Bratislava in
October 1999. Photo: Archive of
the U.S. Embassy in Slovakia.

v

® Ministerka zahrani¢nych

veci USA M. Albrightova si

22. novembra 1999 pocas svojej
oficialnej navstevy SR v sprievode
velvyslanca SR v USA M. Bltoru
(vlavo), poslanca NR SR J. Budaja
(druhy zlava) a advokata E. Valka
(vpravo) prezrela vystavu
Slovensko. Neznd revoltcia 1989

v Umeleckej besede slovenske;j

v Bratislave. Foto: TASR.

U.S. Secretary of State M. Albright
during her official visit to Slovakia
on November 22, 1999 accompanied
by Ambassador of the Slovak
Republic to the U.S. Martin Bitora
(left), deputy of the National
Council of the Slovak Republic

Jan Budaj (second left) and lawyer
Ernest Valko (right). Photo: TASR.
>
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e Strihanie pasky pocas otvorenia
velvyslanectva SR vo Washingtone
8. jina 2001. V prvom rade zlava
velvyslanec M. Butora, premiér
M. Dzurinda, minister zahrani¢nych
veci E. Kukan a $tatna podtajomnicka
B. Jonesova. Foto: TASR.

® (Cutting of the ribbon during the
opening of the Slovak Embassy in
Washington on June 8, 2001. First
row from left: Ambassador Martin
Bltora, Prime Minister Mikulas
Dzurinda, Foreign Minister Eduard
Kukan and Assistant Secretary of
State for European and Eurasian
Affairs Beth Jones. Photo: TASR.
>

Further encouragement of reforms and integration efforts came with an-
other two important visits of Slovakia in the second half of 1999, which had
a completely different context. The first one was a visit by Hillary Clinton
in October and the second one by Madeleine Albright in November. Besides
for meeting the highest officials, Mrs. Clinton attended a roundtable with
representatives of NGOs in the Mirror Hall of the Primate’s Palace, in which
she spoke highly of the role of civil society and recognized the task of NGOs

58 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

e Otvorenie velvyslanectva
Slovenskej republiky vo
Washingtone 8. jina 2001.
Foto: TASR.

® Opening of the Embassy
of the Slovak Republic in
Washington on June 8, 2001.
Photo: TASR.
<

Velvyslanec M. Butora (vlavo) a P. Demes odovzdavajd

1. oktébra 2001 pred Capitolom senatorke H. Clintonovej
publikaciu Sme na jednej lodi, dokumentujlcu spontanny
akt solidarity na Slovensku s obetami teroristickych
Gtokov 11. septembra. Foto: TASR.

October 11, 2001: Ambassador Martin Bitora (left), and
Pavol Demes hand over to Senator Hillary Clinton in
front of the Capitol the publication We are all on one ship
documenting the spontaneous Slovak act of solidarity
with the victims of the 9/11 terrorist attack.

Photo: TASR.

>

Premiér Dzurinda bezi 4. novembra 2001 na znak solidarity
s obetami teroristickych Gtokov newyorsky maratén.
Foto: TASR.

November 4, 2001: Slovak Prime Minister Dzurinda running
in the New York Marathon as a sign of solidarity with the
victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Photo: TASR.

e Velvyslanec USA na
Slovensku C. Spielvogel
odovzdal 7. septembra
2000 v Kosiciach
poverovacie listiny
prezidentovi SR
R. Schusterovi. Foto: TASR.

® On September 7, 2000, in
Kosice U.S. Ambassador to
Slovakia Carl Spielvogel
presented his credentials to
the Slovak President Rudolf
Schuster. Photo: TASR.
<
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in getting Slovakia back on the democratic track. Besides for taking part in
official negotiations in Bratislava, Mrs. Albright also met with leaders of the
Velvet Revolution from 10 years previously.

In June 1999, Ambassador Ralph Johnson left Slovakia. During his term of
office, he formed a very close relationship both with government officials
and the community of non-governmental organizations. Until August of the
following year, the embassy was led by William Schofield and afterwards by
Douglas Hengel in the position of chargé d’affaires.

In February 2000, Thomas Pickering, undersecretary of state and a well known
American diplomat, visited Bratislava. Besides meeting the official represen-
tatives he also met with Slovak activists, who informed him about cooper-
ation with their Serbian partners before the key presidential elections in
autumn 2000. In October 2000, the MiloSevi¢ regime fell and the so-called
Bratislava process, which had played a positive role in this important democ-

ratization process, won international appreciation.

Il /\n open path to NATO

Between 2000 and 2004, the Slovak politics
focused mainly on fulfilling the integration criteria (OECD, EU, and NATO),
improving the image of the country, and attracting foreign investors. During
that period, Slovak political, economic, and military representatives were vis-
iting USA more often than ever to expedite the process.

The post of ambassador to Slovakia was filled gradually by two political nomi-
nees and experienced entrepreneurs — Carl Spielvogel, a New York Democrat
(he maintains a relationship with Slovakia to this day focusing mainly on
culture and image of the country) and Ronald Weiser, a Michigan Republican
(after returning to the U.S. in 2004 he established the Weiser Center for Euro-
pe and Eurasia and the Weiser Center for Emerging Democracies at the Mi-

chigan University).

On September 8, 2000, during the UN Millennium Summit, Slovak Prime
Minister Dzurinda met for the last time with the President Clinton. They
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V maji 1999 odisiel zo Slovenska velvyslanec Ralph Johnson, s ktorym sa roz-
laeili nielen vladni predstavitelia, ale aj komunita mimovladnych organiza-
cii, s ktorou nadviazal velmi tizke vztahy. William Schofield a po ilom Douglas
Hengel vo funkcii chargé d’affaires viedli ambasadu az do augusta nasledu-
jaceho roka.

Vo februdri 2000 navstivil Bratislavu ndmestnik ministerky zahrani¢nych veci,
znadmy americky diplomat Thomas Pickering. Okrem stretnuti so Statnymi
predstavitelmi mal diskusiu so slovenskymi aktivistami, ktori ho informo-
vali o spolupraci so srbskymi partnermi pred ich klucovymi prezidentsky-
mi volbami na jeseri 2000. MiloSevicov rezim v oktébri 2000 padol a tzv. bra-
tislavsky proces, ktory v tomto délezitom demokratizaénom procese zohral

pozitivnu ulohu, si ziskal nalezité medzinarodné uznanie.

Cesta do NATO otvorend

V rokoch 2000 az 2004 sa strategickou priori-
tou slovenskej politiky stalo plnenie integra¢nych kritérii (OECD, EU a NATO),
zlepSenie imidZu krajiny a prilakanie zahrani¢nych investicii. USA nav§tevu-
ja v tom obdobi reprezentanti nasho politického, ekonomického a vojenské-
ho Zivota Castejsie ako kedykolvek predtym, aby proces urychlili.

Vo velvyslaneckom kresle v Bratislave sa v tom obdobi vystriedali dvaja poli-
ticki nominanti a skuseni podnikatelia - demokrat z New Yorku Carl Spiel-
vogel (so Slovenskom doposial udrziava styky, pricom sa ststreduje najmé
na oblast kultury a imidZu krajiny) a republikan z Michiganu Ronald Weiser
(po navrate do USA v roku 2004 zalozil Weiser Center for Europe and Eura-
sia a Weiser Center for Emerging Democracies na Michiganskej univerzite).

Pocas miléniového samitu OSN sa slovensky predseda vlady Mikula$ Dzurinda
8. septembra 2000 naposledy stretol s americkym prezidentom Billom Clin-
tonom. Okrem kratkeho rozhovoru o vstupe amerického kapitalu do Vychodo-
slovenskych Zeleziarni Kosice sa Dzurinda Clintonovi podakoval za podporu
USA pri prijimani Slovenska do OECD.

Nasledne doslo k zmene a do prezidentského kresla nastupil v janudri 2001 syn
byvalého prezidenta George W. Bush. Pocas jeho vlady sa zavisili integra¢né
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spoke briefly about American capital investments into the East Slovakian
Ironworks in Kosice and Dzurinda thanked Clinton for the support USA gave
Slovakia in the process of OECD accession.

In January 2001, George W. Bush, son of the former U.S. president, became
the new president. During his term of office, Slovakia finalized its integra-
tion effort. In June 2001, an official Slovak delegation led by Prime Minister
Dzurinda held negotiations in the White House with President Bush about
NATO expansion, and the American partners reaffirmed our chances. The
Prime Minister also opened the new Slovak Embassy in Washington, ending
the period of temporary housing solutions.

Some three months later, on September 11, 2001, the World Trade Center in
New York and other U.S. targets were attacked by terrorists, an event that fun-
damentally changed American foreign politics and worldwide international
relationships.

In Slovakia, a wave of solidarity with the USA arose. Prime Minister Dzurinda
visited the remains of the Twin Towers destroyed in the terrorist attack
(Ground Zero) November 1-3, 2001. He met with many leading personalities
among others Sen. Hillary Clinton who represented New York. To show his
solidarity, the Slovak politician took part in the New York Marathon.

Slovakia also showed its support to the U.S. by a symbolic project named “We
are all on one ship” which was coordinated by the Association for Culture,
Education and Communication. People in 35 cities were making miniature
paper ships to signal their solidarity. This spontaneous voluntary project
went on for two and a half days during which almost one hundred thousand
ships with messages of fellowship were made. When receiving the message
created in this project Senator Clinton said: “The hundred thousand ships
are like a hundred thousand bonds between our countries”.

American embassies across the world began introducing new security mea-
sures. The American embassy in Hviezdoslav Square was enclosed by a tall
fence in 2001 and restrictions for entry were introduced. There are discus-
sions going on about the appearance of this solution to this day.

The year 2002 was very important in terms of our integration ambitions. Par-
liamentary elections were to be held in September and at the Prague NATO
summit in November a decision was to be adopted on whether Slovakia would
be invited to join NATO. Opinion polls suggested that Vladimir Meciar actu-

ally stood a chance of coming back to power.
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snahy Slovenska. Uz v juni 2001 slovenska vladna delegacia vedena premié-
rom Dzurindom rokovala v Bielom dome s prezidentom Bushom o rozsirovani
NATO, pri¢om americki partneri nase Sance potvrdili. Predseda vlady zaroven
slavnostne otvoril novi budovu slovenského velvyslanectva vo Washingtone,
¢im ukonéil obdobie provizornych priestorovych riegeni.

Priblizne o tri mesiace, 11. septembra 2001, doslo k teroristickym utokom na
Svetové obchodné centrum v New Yorku a dalsie ciele, ¢o zasadne ovplyvnilo
americku zahrani¢nu politiku i celosvetové medzinarodné vztahy. Na Sloven-
sku sa zdvihla vlna solidarity s USA. V diioch 1. - 3. novembra 2001 premiér
M. Dzurinda navstivil trosky teroristickymi Gtokmi zni¢enych dvojiéiek -
wground zero®. Stretol sa s poprednymi osobnostami, medzi nimi aj so sena-
torkou za $tat New York H. Clintonovou. Na znak solidarity zabehol slovensky
politik newyorsky maraton a ako prvy a jediny slovensky politik sa objavil
v zndmom programe stanice CNN ,Larry King Live®“.

Slovensko zareagovalo na tragédiu v USA symbolicky aj v projekte Sme na
jednej lodi. Ob¢ania 35 miest na nadmestiach skladali papierové lodi¢ky ako
symbol solidarity. Spontanny dobrovolnicky projekt, koordinovany Asocia-
ciou pre kulturu, vzdelavanie a komunikaciu, trval dva a pol dna a jeho vy-
sledkom bolo skoro stotisic lodi¢iek s odkazmi spolupatri¢nosti. Senatorka
H. Clintonova pri preberani posolstva z tejto akcie povedala: ,,Stotisic lodi¢iek

je ako stotisic ptat medzi na8imi krajinami.”

Americké ambasady po celom svete zacali podlichat novému bezpeénostné-
mu rezimu. Na Hviezdoslavovom namesti v roku 2001 ohradili budovy velvy-
slanectva USA vysokym plotom a vstup do nich sa sprisnil. Diskusie o estetic-
kej stranke tohto rieSenia prebiehaji dodnes.

Rok 2002 bol z hladiska na8ich integraénych ambicii nesmierne délezity. Na
september boli v plane parlamentné volby a v novembri sa malo na praZzskom
samite Severoatlantickej aliancie rozhodnt, ¢i Slovensko bude medzi pozva-
nymi krajinami na vstup do NATO. Prieskumy verejnej mienky naznacovali,

Ze navrat Vladimira Mec¢iara k moci je redlny.

K snaham vlady o budovanie transatlantickych vztahov a presvied¢anie ame-
rickych partnerov o konsenze a nemennosti integraénych postojov sa prida-
lo i vedenie nasho parlamentu a hlava §tatu. V januari 2002 predseda Narod-
nej rady SR Jozef Miga$ absolvoval oficidlnu navstevu USA. Jej dominantnou
témou bola prezentacia ambicie Slovenska ziskat na jesennom samite NATO
v Prahe pozvanku za ¢lena Severoatlantickej aliancie. Usilie SR stat sa ¢lenskou
krajinou NATO J. Miga$ predstavil na rokovaniach s kltu¢ovymi predstavitelmi
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That is why our government, our parliamentary leaders and the president
all joined forces in trying to convince our American partners about the exis-
tence of a general consensus and the permanence of our integration position.
In January 2002, Jozef Miga$, chairman of the National Council, went on an
official visit of the USA. The main topic was the presentation of Slovakia’s am-
bition to be invited to join NATO at the autumn NATO summit in Prague.
Migas$ presented Slovakia’s effort to become a member of NATO in meetings
with key Senate and House representatives. In June, President Rudolf Schus-
ter visited the White House, where in a discussion with George Bush he tried
to put to rest fears concerning the trustworthiness of the future Slovak govern-
ment. He had promised to the American president that he would do every-
thing he could to prevent a change of our course. The talks of the presidents
suggested that it would be necessary to form a trustworthy government until
the November NATO summit, if we were to keep our chances of joining NATO.

The same message and a clear indication of Vladimir Me¢iar being an unac-
ceptable politician for the USA was voiced one month before the elections at
a public discussion forum in Bratislava by an influential senator and future
presidential candidate John McCain. Similar open and critical comments
about V. Meciar were presented also by the U.S. Permanent Representative to
NATO and the future Undersecretary of State Nicholas Burns.

® Prezidenta SRR. Schustera
prijal 9. aprila 2003
v Bielom dome prezident
G. W. Bush. Foto: TASR.

® Slovak President Rudolf
Schuster received by
President George W. Bush
during his visit to the White
House on April 9, 2003.
Photo: TASR.
>
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® Prezident Bush vita sedem

byvalych krajin sovietskeho
bloku, ktoré sa stali ¢lenmi
NATO, na ceremoniali v Bielom
dome 29. marca 2004.
Slovensko zastupoval premiér
M. Dzurinda. Foto: AP,

Charles Dharapak.

President Bush welcomes seven
former Soviet Bloc nations

to NATO membership during

a ceremony on the South Lawn
of the White House March 29,
2004. Slovakia was represented
by Prime Minister Dzurinda.
Photo: AR, Charles Dharapak.

>

Senatu i Snemovne reprezentantov. V juni sa v Bielom dome prezident Rudolf
Schuster v rozhovore s Georgeom W. Bushom snazil rozptylit obavy USA, ¢o
sa tyka déveryhodnosti buducej slovenskej vlady. Americkému prezidentovi
prislubil, ze urobi vSetko, ¢o bude v jeho silach, aby sa nase smerovanie ne-
zmenilo. Z rozhovoru prezidentov vyplynulo, Ze pre nas$ vstup do NATO bude
nevyhnutné, aby bola do prazského novembrového samitu Severoatlantickej
aliancie zostavena déveryhodna vlada.

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC 65



The Slovak voters spoke the final word and after the September parliamen-

tary elections a new coalition was formed led for the second time in a row
by Mikuld$ Dzurinda. Similarly, as in the 1998 elections, also this time NGOs
supported by American and Furopean donors played an important role in
improving the general awareness and increasing voter turnout. The U.S. Em-
bassy headed by Ronald Weiser, supported by USAID, played an important role
in this process. In November 2002, in Prague, Slovakia was invited to join NATO.

Slovakia became a full-fledged NATO member on March 29, 2004, when the
prime ministers of invited countries handed over ratification documents to
the U.S. Government in Washington. The prime ministers of the seven acces-
sioning countries were received by President Bush at a festive ceremony in
the White House. Slovak Prime Minister Dzurinda spoke on behalf of his col-
leagues. He was accompanied by our new ambassador Rastislav Kac¢er, who
had replaced Martin Butora in September 2003.
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Prezident USA Bush
oznamuje rozsirenie NATO
na ceremoniali v Bielom
dome 29. marca 2004.
Slovensko zastupoval premiér
M. Dzurinda. Foto: AP,
Charles Dharapak.

U.S. President Bush welcomes
seven former Soviet Bloc
nations to NATO membership
during a ceremony on the
South Lawn of the White
House March 29, 2004.
Slovakia was represented

by Prime Minister Dzurinda.
Photo: AR, Charles Dharapak.
»

e Velvyslanec Ronald
Weiser s rodinou na
Den nezavislosti na
Bratislavskom hrade,
2003. Foto: TASR.

® Ambassador Ronald Weiser
and his family during the
celebration of American
Independence Day at the
Bratislava Castle, 2003.
Photo: TASR.
<«

Ten isty odkaz, s jednozna¢nym potvrdenim, ze Vladimir Medéiar je pre USA
neakceptovatelnym politikom, tlmo¢il mesiac pred volbami na verejnom dis-
kusnom fére v Bratislave vplyvny senator a buduci prezidentsky kandidat
John McCain. V podobnom duchu sa nezvy¢ajne otvorene a kriticky na adre-
su V. Mediara vyjadril i americky velvyslanec pri NATO a buduci viceminister
zahrani¢nych veci USA Nicholas Burns.

Slovenski voli¢i napokon rozhodli a po septembrovych parlamentnych vol-
bach vznikla nova koali¢na vlada pod opitovnym vedenim Mikuldsa Dzurin-
du. Podobne ako vo volbach v roku 1998 zohrali pri ob¢ianskej informovanosti
a zvySovani volebnej iéasti vyznamnu tulohu mimovladne organizicie podpo-
rované americkymi a eur6pskymi donormi. Americka ambasada pod vedenim
Ronalda Weisera a USAID zohrali v tomto procese vyznamnu tlohu. V novem-
bri 2002 dostalo Slovensko v Prahe pozvanku do NATO.

Plnopravnym ¢lenom NATO sa Slovensko stalo 29. marca 2004, ked premiéri
pozvanych krajin odovzdali vo Washingtone ratifika¢né dokumenty americ-
kej vlade. Na sldvnostnom ceremoniali v Bielom dome premiérov siedmich
pristupujacich krajin prijal prezident Bush. V mene skupiny premiérov vysta-
pil predseda vlady SR M. Dzurinda. Na akcii ho sprevadzal novy velvyslanec
Rastislav Kacer, ktory v septembri 2003 vystriedal vo funkcii Martina Butoru.
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B -istorical Visit of the American President in Slovakia

A confirmation of the improved relationship
between the USA and Slovakia was a visit of U.S. President Bush in Bratislava.
From February 23-25, 2005 President Bush paid an official visit to Slovakia and
at the same time met with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Bratislava
Castle at an important U.S.-Russia summit. During this time period, the U.S.

president stayed at the newly built U.S. Embassy Residence near Slavin.

During the meeting with the U.S. president, the top Slovak representatives
— President Gasparovi¢, Prime Minister Dzurinda and Chairman of the Na-
tional Council HruSovsky discussed issues such as the visa regime for Slovak
nationals visiting the U.S., international conflicts and Slovakia’s participation
therein, and the social, political, and economic changes in Slovakia.

President Bush also decided to meet with the Slovak people. Despite the bad
February weather, the Hviezdoslav Square filled with several thousands of
people who listened to his 30 minute speech. From a specially made tribune,
the president also shared thoughts such as these: “I'm proud to stand in this
great square, which has seen momentous events in history. Almost 17 years
ago, thousands of Slovaks gathered peacefully in front of this theater. They
came to pray for an end to tyranny and the restoration of religious liberty.
Your example is inspiring other nations still struggling against totalitari-

anism. Americans respect your patience and your determination to build

a democratic Slovakia in the heart of Europe.”

e Slovensky velvyslanec
Rastislav Kdcer pocas
odovzddvania poverovacich
listin prezidentovi USA
Georgeovi W. Bushovi
9. septembra 2003. Foto:
Biely dom.

e Slovak Ambassador to the
United States Rastislav
Kdcer presenting his
credentials to President
George W. Bush on
September 9, 2003. Photo:
The White House.

Privitanie prezidenta USA

G. W. Busha a jeho manzelky
Laury na Hviezdoslavovom
namesti v Bratislave

24. februéra 2005.

Foto: TASR.

U.S President G. W. Bush and
his wife Laura welcomed at
the Hviezdoslav Square in
Bratislava on February 24,
2005. Photo: TASR.

Historicka navsteva americkeho prezidenta
na Slovensku

Kulmindciou potvrdenia nadstandardnych

vztahov medzi Spojenymi $tatmi a Slovenskom bol prichod amerického pre-
zidenta Georgea W. Busha do Bratislavy. V drioch 23. - 25. februara 2005 usku-
to¢nil oficidlnu navstevu Slovenska a zaroven sa na Bratislavskom hrade stretol
s ruskym prezidentom Vladimirom Putinom na déleZitom americko-ruskom
samite. Ako do¢asné sidlo mu poslazila novovybudovana rezidencia velvy-
slanca USA pri Slavine.
Najvyssi slovenski predstavitelia - prezident Gasparovi¢, premiér Dzurinda
a predseda NR SR HruSovsky - podas stretnutia s americkym prezidentom
otvorili témy ako problém pretrvavajuceho vizového rezimu USA vodi Slova-
kom, medzinarodné konflikty a podiel Slovenska na ich rie$eni ¢i spolocen-
sko-politické a ekonomické zmeny v SR.

Prezident Bush sa rozhodol stretnut i so slovenskou verejnostou. Napriek sych-

ravému februarovému pocasiu sa zislo na Hviezdoslavovom namesti niekolko

tisic Iudi, aby si vypoculi jeho asi polhodinovy prejav. Zo $pecidlne zhotovenej




Before the speech, the President accompanied by First Lady Laura Bush and
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice met in the foyer of the Slovak National
Theatre with the so-called champions of freedom. President Bush invited to
Bratislava a group of personalities from Central and Eastern Furope to thank
them for their personal contribution to the promotion of freedom and de-
mocracy. Slovakia was represented by the member of the Jewish partisan
unit, the 86 year old Alexander Bachnar, former Slovak Ambassador to the
USA M. Butora and Pavol Demes.

During the visit, the First Lady, herself a former librarian, opened a U.S. Infor-
mation Center in the University Library. During this challenging visit, the
American Embassy had no ambassador (Ronald Weiser ended his mission in
December 2004, and Rodolphe Vallee did not start before June 2005). In coop-
eration with the Slovak partners, a team led by Chargé d’Affaires Scott Thayer
managed to organize the visit with no problems whatsoever. After him the

post of chargé d’affaires was taken by the experienced diplomat Lawrence

Silverman, who then stayed in Slovakia as a deputy to ambassador Vallee.
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e Hviezdoslavovo namestie
v Bratislave pocas historickej
navstevy G. W. Busha na

Slovensku 24. februara 2005.

Foto: TASR.

® Hviezdoslav Square in
Bratislava during the historic
visit of George W. Bush in
Slovakia on February 24,
2005. Photo: TASR.

e V Bratislave sa konal vo

februari 2005 americko-rusky
samit. Zlava predseda
slovenského parlamentu

P. Hrusovsky, prezident
USA G. Bush, prezident

SR I. Gasparovi¢, prezident
Ruskej federacie V. Putin

a premiér SR M. Dzurinda.
Foto: TASR.

The U.S.-Russia summit

in Bratislava took place in
February 2005. Pictured from
left to right: Chairman of
the Slovak Parliament Pavol
Hrusovsky, U.S. President
George W. Bush, Slovak
President Ivan Gasparovic,
President of the Russian
Federation Vladimir Putin
and Slovak Prime Minister
Mikulds Dzurinda. Photo:

TASR.

tribuny na uvod prezident povedal i tieto myslienky: ,S hrdostou stojim na
tomto velkolepom namesti, ktoré bolo svedkom mnohych vyznamnych uda-
losti. Takmer pred 17 rokmi sa tisice Slovakov zisli pred tymto divadlom, aby
bojovali za koniec tyranie a za obnovu nabozenskej slobody. Slovensko je vel-
kym prikladom pre iné narody, ktoré eSte zapasia s totalitou. Ameri¢ania si
vazia trpezlivost Slovakov a usilovnost pri budovani demokratického Sloven-
ska v srdci Eurépy.”

Pred samotnym vystupenim sa americky prezident v sprievode prvej damy
Laury Bushovej a ministerky zahrani¢nych veci Condoleezzy Riceovej stretol
vo foyer SND aj s tzv. Sampiénmi slobody. George W. Bush pozval do Bratisla-
vy skupinu osobnosti zo strednej a vychodnej Eurépy, aby sa im podakoval za
ich osobny prinos k rozvoju slobody a demokracie. Slovensko reprezentovali
¢len zidovskej partizanskej jednotky 86-ro¢ny Alexander Bachnar, byvaly vel-
vyslanec SR v USA Martin Butora a Pavol Demes.

Prva dama Laura Bushovd, byvala knihovnicka, pocas navstevy v Univerzitnej
kniZnici otvorila Informaéné centrum USA. Americkd ambasada v ¢ase tejto
naroénej navstevy nemala obsadeny post velvyslanca (R. Weiser svoju misiu
ukondil v decembri 2004 a R. Vallee nastupil aZ v jani 2005). V su¢innosti so slo-
venskymi partnermi ju prikladne zvladol tim pod vedenim chargé d’affaires
Scotta Thayera. (Po tiom bol e$te chargé d’affaires skdseny diplomat Lawren-
ce Silverman, ktory pokracoval vo funkcii zastupcu velvyslanca R. Valleeho).

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC 71



Il Hcading for a visa-free America

After Slovakia joined NATO and after the
visit of George Bush in Bratislava, both the Slovak political officials and
the Slovak public had a new objective with regard to the USA — abolition of
the visa requirement for tourist and business visits. When discussing this
issue with the American side, our officials usually highlighted the fact that
Slovakia has met all the integration criteria, is a member of NATO and the EU
and a U.S. ally in the complicated and unpopular military operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Rodolphe “Skip” Vallee, US ambassador and political nominee of George
Bush, during his business trips throughout Slovakia, when he liked to play
ice-hockey, regularly had to answer the inevitable visa question. The aboli-
tion, however, didn’t come before he was replaced by the Slovak-born Vin-
cent Obsitnik, (In October 2008, Vincent Obsitnik fulfilled his dream by run-
ning in the Ko$ice Marathon at the age of seventy. The marathon was held
near his birthplace — the village of Moravany near Michalovce, from where
he immigrated with his parents to the U.S. as a child).

During an official farewell visit to the United States in March 2006, Prime
Minister Dzurinda raised this issue during bilateral negotiations with Presi-
dent Bush with whom he had built outstanding relationship during the

many years of cooperation.

After the parliamentary elections in June 2006, there was a change of power
in Slovakia and the new coalition was formed by the Chairman of Smer-Social
Democracy Robert Fico in cooperation with Vladimir Meciar’s Movement for
a Democratic Slovakia and Jan Slota’s Slovak National Party. Comments of
the new prime minister both before and after the elections, attacks against
the USA and a critical stance towards the participation of our armed forces
in the counterterrorist military operations paired with the presence of the
Slovak National Party and the internationally discredited Vladimir Mec¢iar
in the new ruling coalition and cooled down the intergovernmental rela-
tions. Slovak diplomacy led by internationally well-known foreign ministers
Jan Kubi$ and Miroslav Lajédk strove to convince both local and American
partners of our willingness to respect our responsibilities arising from our
previous agreements and our NATO membership. During his four years in of-
fice Prime Minister Fico never visited President Bush or his successor Barack
Obama in Washington.
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e \Velvyslanec Rodolphe Vallee
s manzelkou na oslavach
Dnia nezavislosti v areali
Bratislavského hradu v jali
2006. Foto: TASR.

® Ambassador Rodolphe Vallee
and his wife during the
celebration of Independence
Day at the Bratislava Castle
in July 2006. Photo: TASR.
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Ciel bezvizova Amerika

Po vstupe Slovenska do NATO a najmi po
bratislavskej navsteve G. Busha sa pre slovensku politicku reprezentaciu, ako
aj pre Siroku verejnost stalo vo vztahu k USA prioritnou témou zrusenie vizovej
povinnosti. V argumentdcii s americkymi predstavitelmi sa vyzdvihoval fakt,
e Slovensko splnilo integra¢né kritéria, je ¢lenskou krajinou NATO a EU a z4-
roven spojencom USA v komplikovanych a nepopularnych vojenskych opera-
cidch v Iraku i Afganistane.

Americky velvyslanec Rodolphe ,Skip“ Vallee, politicky nominant G. W. Busha,
pocas pracovnych ciest po Slovensku, kde si rad zahral hokej, musel pravidel-
ne odpovedat na notorickd otazku o vizach. Ich zrusenia sa v8ak dockal az jeho
nastupca, takisto nominant G. W. Busha Vincent Obsitnik, ktory si v oktébri
2008 splnil sen a vo veku sedemdesiat rokov zabehol kosicky maratén neda-
leko svojho rodiska Moravany pri Michalovciach, odkial v detstve so svojimi

rodiémi emigroval do USA.




e Velvyslanec USA na

Slovensku V. Obsitnik
(vlavo) odovzdal medailu za
vojenské zasluhy kapitanovi
Ozbrojenych sil SR V. GaZovi
za Gcast a podporu operacie
Iracka sloboda 14. februara
2008. Foto: TASR.

U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia
Vincent Obsitnik (left) hands
over a military merit medal
to the Captain of the Slovak
Armed Forces Vladimir GaZo
for participation in and
support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom (February 14, 2008).
Photo: TASR.
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Prezidenta |. Gaparovica
prijal 9. oktébra 2008

v Bielom dome prezident
G. W. Bush. Foto:

Archiv Velvyslanectva

USA na Slovensku.
President George W. Bush
welcomed Slovak President
Ivan Gasparovic in the
White House on October 9,
2008. Photo: Archive of the
U.S. Embassy in Slovakia.

<

Na takpovediac rozlackovej oficidlnej navsteve Spojenych $tatov v marci
2006 premiér M. Dzurinda nastolil tému viz pocas bilateralnych rokovani
s G. W. Bushom, s ktorym si za roky spoluprace vybudoval nad$tandardné
vztahy. Nasledne po junovych parlamentnych volbach v roku 2006 doslo
na Slovensku k mocenskej zmene a koaliénu vladu zostavil predseda strany
Smer - socidlna demokracia Robert Fico spolu s Ludovou stranou - Hnutim za
demokratické Slovensko Vladimira Meciara a Slovenskou narodnou stranou
Jana Slotu. Predvolebna a ¢iasto¢ne i povolebna rétorika nového premiéra,
ataky na adresu USA a kritika idasti nasich vojsk vo vojenskych operaciach
v rdmci boja s terorizmom, ako aj pritomnost SNS a medzinarodne diskre-
ditovaného V. Meciara v novej koalicii sposobili ochladenie v medzivladnych
vztahoch. Slovenska diplomacia vedend medzinarodne znamymi ministrami
zahrani¢nych veci Janom Kubi$om a Miroslavom Laj¢dkom sa snazila vplyvat
na domacich aktérov a presviedéat americkych partnerov o nasej ochote po-
kracovat v zavizkoch vyplyvajucich z predchadzajucich dohéd a nasho ¢len-
stva v NATO. Premiér Fico pocas svojho $tvorro¢ného mandatu ani prezidenta
Busha, ani jeho nastupcu Baracka Obamu vo Washingtone nenavstivil.

Otazka zru$enia vizovej povinnosti pre ob¢anov Slovenska pri cestach do USA
bola hlavnou témou rozhovorov ministra zahrani¢nych veci SR Jana Kubi$a
s ¢lenmi Kongresu pocas jeho aprilovej a decembrovej navstevy Washingtonu
v roku 2007.

Doélezitym milnikom pre zruSenie vizovej povinnosti pre Slovensko bol 17. ma-
rec 2008, ked minister vnatra SR Robert Kalitidk a minister pre vnitornu bez-
pec¢nost USA Michael Chertoff podpisali vo Washingtone memorandum o po-

rozumeni v zalezitosti bezvizového styku medzi oboma krajinami.

Pocas oktobrovej oficialnej navstevy prezidenta Ivana Ga$parovica v Spojenych
Statoch mohol prezident George W. Bush tesne pred ukonéenim svojho man-
datu konstatovat, Ze Slovaci sa zrusenia viz do¢kaju. Ukondenie vizovej povin-
nosti pre ob&anov siedmich krajin vratane SR prezident G. W. Bush oficidlne
oznamil 17. oktébra 2008 pocas slavnostného aktu v zdhrade Bieleho domu.

Platnost vizovej povinnosti pre turistické a pracovné cesty slovenskych obca-
nov do USA sa symbolicky skonéila 17. novembra 2008. V Bratislave to predse-
dovi vlady R. Ficovi a ministrovi vnutra R. Kalindkovi oznamil americky minis-
ter pre vnutornu bezpednost M. Chertoff, ktorého pri tejto prileZitosti prijal

aj prezident 1. Gagparovic.
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The matter of the abolition of the visa obligation for the Slovak nationals
visiting the U.S. was the main topic of talks between the Slovak Minister of
Foreign Affairs Jan Kubi$ and the members of Congress during his visits to
Washington in April and December 2007. An important milestone for the
abolition of the visa obligations was March 17, 2008, when Slovak Minister
of Interior Robert Kalindk and U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Micha-
el Chertoff signed a Memorandum of Understanding in Washington pertai-

ning to visa-free travel between the two countries.

During the official visit of President Ga$parovi¢ in the USA in October, Presi-
dent Bush, shortly before the end of his term, finally could say that Slovaks
are nearing the abolition of the visa requirement. The abolition of the visa
requirement for the nationals of seven different countries including Slovakia
was finally officially announced by Bush on October 17, 2008 during a festive
event in the White House Rose Garden.

The tourist and business visa requirement for Slovak nationals was abolished
formally on November 17, 2008. The news was communicated to the Slovak
Prime Minister R. Fico and the Slovak Minister of Interior Robert Kalinak by
the U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff who was invited
and received at this occasion by the Slovak President Ivan Gasparovic.

The White House and the twentieth anniversary
of the Velvet Revolution

In summer 2008, the five-year term of offi-
ce of ambassador Kacer in Washington ended. For a few months, the office
was led by Chargé d’Affaires Andrej Droba and in December Peter Burian, an
experienced diplomat, came to Washington. After having worked at our UN
mission in New York, he presented his credentials to George Bush.

In January 2009, Barack Obama became the new U.S. president and Hillary
Clinton the new secretary of state. Ambassador Obsitnik ended his mission
in Slovakia on the day of Obama’s inauguration and afterwards the embas-
sy was headed for almost a year and a half by Chargé d’Affaires Keith Eddins.
In September 2009, Foreign Minister Laj¢ak visited New York. He took part
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Americky prezident

B. Obama vita slovenského
premiéra R. Fica v rezidencii
velvyslanectva USA v Prahe
pred spolo¢nou vecerou

8. aprila 2010. Foto: TASR.
American President Barack
Obama welcomes Slovak
Prime Minister Robert Fico at
the U.S. Embassy in Prague
before a dinner on April 8,
20170. Photo: TASR.
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Biely dom a dvadsiate vyrocie Neznej revollcie

V lete 2008 skondil pitroéné posobenie vo
Washingtone velvyslanec Kacer. Niekolko mesiacov viedol urad chargé d’af-
faires Andrej Droba a v decembri prisiel do Washingtonu skdseny diplomat
Peter Burian. Po pésobeni na nasej misii pri OSN v New Yorku odovzdal pove-
rovacie listiny Georgeovi W. Bushovi.

V janudri 2009 nasttpil do Bieleho domu Barack Obama a novou ministerkou
zahrani¢nych veci sa stala Hillary Clintonova. Velvyslanec Obsitnik skon¢il
svoju misiu na Slovensku v den inauguracie prezidenta a ambasadu takmer
rok a pol viedol chargé d’affaires Keith Eddins.

V septembri 2009 navstivil New York minister zahrani¢nych veci M. Lajé¢dk.

Zucastnil sa na Valnom zhromazdeni OSN, ktorému dominovala téma klima-

tickych zmien, boja proti ekonomickej krize a otazky odzbrojenia a nesirenia
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in the UN General Assembly, which focused mainly on climate change, fight
against the economic crisis, and issues of demilitarization and elimination
of nuclear weapons. During his meetings with UN representatives, Minister
Lajcak spoke about the western Balkans issue, in particular Kosovo and Bos-

nia and Herzegovina, i.e. areas of which he has a very extensive knowledge.

On the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the Velvet Revolution seve-
ral commemorative events initiated by the Slovak ambassador were held in
Washington, which were attended by Minister Laj¢ak. One of them was a con-
ference at the Heritage Foundation, which was attended by many of the dip-
lomats who participated in the twenty year old Slovak-American story — Paul
Hacker, Ted Russell, Ralph Johnson, Rodolphe Vallee, Vince Obsitnik, Brani-
slav Lichardus, Rastislav Kac¢er and Peter Burian. Slovak Foreign Minister Laj-
¢ak and the post-November Minister of International Relations Pavol Demes

also spoke at the meeting.

On the occasion of November 17, U.S. President Barack Obama sent a perso-
nal message to the Slovaks in which he prized their courage in the fight for
freedom and human rights and described Slovakia and the Czech Republic
as valued partners of the USA. On this occasion, the House of Representati-
ves of the U.S. Congress adopted a unanimous resolution which highlighted

the importance of the post-November changes in the former Czechoslovakia.

jadrovych zbrani. Minister Laj¢ak sa pocas stretnuti s predstavitelmi OSN ve-
noval aj otazke zapadného Balkanu, najmé Kosova a Bosny a Hercegoviny,
teda oblasti, v ktorej ma medzinarodny kredit.

Pri prileZitosti dvadsiateho vyro¢ia Neznej revolucie sa vo Washingtone konali
z iniciativy slovenského velvyslanectva viaceré spomienkové aktivity za tcas-
ti ministra zahrani¢nych veci Lajéaka. Jednou z nich bola konferencia v He-
ritage Foundation, na ktorej sa zucastnili diplomaticki aktéri dvadsatro¢né-
ho slovensko-amerického pribehu Paul Hacker, Ted Russell, Ralph Johnson,
Rodolphe Vallee, Vince Obsitnik, Branislav Lichardus, Rastislav Kacer a Peter
Burian. Auditériu sa prihovorili aj minister zahrani¢nych veci M. Laj¢ak a po-
novembrovy minister medzinarodnych vztahov P. Demes.

Pri prilezitosti 17. novembra americky prezident Barack Obama zaslal Slova-
kom osobné posolstvo, v ktorom ocenil stato¢nost obéanov v boji za slobodu
a ludské préava a Slovensko spolu s Ceskou republikou oznaéil za cennych part-
nerov USA. Snemovnia reprezentantov Kongresu prijala pri tejto prileZitosti re-
zoluciu, v ktorej kongresmani jednomyselne vyzdvihli vyznam ponovembro-

vych zmien v byvalom Cesko-Slovensku.

e Americki a slovenski diplomati vo Washingtone
pocas oslav 20. vyrocia Neznej revolcie. Zlava
velvyslanci R. Johnson, B. Lichardus, R. Vallee,
minister M. Laj¢ak, velvyslanci P. Burian,

V. Obsitnik a T. Russell. Foto Pavol Demes.

® American and Slovak diplomats in Washington
during the celebration of the 20" anniversary
of the Velvet Revolution. Pictured from left to
right: Ambassadors Ralph Johnson, Branislav
Lichardus, Rodolphe Vallee, Minister Miroslav
Lajcdak, Ambassadors Peter Burian, Vincent
Obsitnik and Theodore Russell. Photo:

Pavol Demes.
>
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Il S 0\ak-American relations at present

The November 2008 abolition of the visa re-
quirement for most types of travel to the U.S. was of great political and psycho-
logical importance to the Slovak Republic. Along with Schengen accession in
December 2007 and Euro-zone accession in January 2009, it concluded our
efforts to join western structures. Slovakia became part of the democratic
developed world.

A country that in the past received significant American political, moral, and
financial help — a necessity for implementing social, political, military, and
economic reforms — today joins the USA in civilian and military operations
in many troubled regions of the world. Slovakia has built its own system of
development aid and the expertise of our diplomats and NGO representa-
tives is highly appreciated, in particular when it comes to issues in the Bal-
kans or Eastern Europe, security, and environmental issues.

After Slovakia’s successful integration into western institutions, cooperation
with the USA now focuses on discovering new opportunities in business,
science, research, and education. Today, the U.S. is working to address pre-
vailing problems with corruption and the judicial system in Slovakia. U.S.
diplomacy is also carefully monitoring human and minority rights.

The following overview tries to assess the character of Slovak-American rela-
tions over the last eight years. This is a time when the two countries are con-
fronted with a changed political and security environment and the many un-
certainties that are affecting both the Euro-Atlantic and international spheres.
President Obama demonstrated his belief that America should improve its
relationship not just with Russia but also cultivate a relationship with the
“new Europe”, i.e. the post-communist countries that have joined the EU and
NATO. Having signed the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty with Russian Pres-
ident Dmitry Medvedev in April 2010 in Prague, Obama invited the prime
ministers of 11 Central European states to a dinner, among them Robert Fico.
One highly valued Slovak contribution to the U.S. in its fight against terror-
ism was the placement of three Guantanamo detainees in a Slovak camp for
asylum seekers in January 2010.

New stimuli helping to put Slovakia back into the spotlight were offered by
the Slovak Caucus established by the U.S. Congress in May 2010. The co-chairs
of the Slovak Caucus were members of the House of Representatives — Repub-
lican Joe Wilson of South Carolina and Democrat Pete Visclosky of Indiana.
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e Velvyslanca USA na

Slovensku T. Sedgwicka

(v strede) s manZelkou
Kate prijal 18. augusta
2010 v Bratislave prezident
SR I. Gasparovic.

Foto: TASR.

The U.S. Ambassador

to Slovakia Theodore
Sedgwick (second from
left) and his wife Kate were
received by the Slovak
President Ivan Gasparovic
in Bratislava on August 18,
2010. Photo: TASR.

>

Sucasnost slovensko-americkych vztahov

Odstranenie vizovej povinnosti pri cestach
do USA v novembri 2008 malo pre Slovenskt republiku velky politicky i psy-
chologicky vyznam. Spolu so vstupom do schengenského priestoru v decem-
bri 2007 a eurozoény v janudri 2009 predstavuje zaviSenie integra¢ného tsilia
do zapadnych Struktdr. Slovensko sa stalo siéastou vyspelého demokratické-
ho sveta.

Krajina, ktora v minulosti ziskavala od Spojenych §tatov vyrazna politickd,
moralnu a finanénd podporu nevyhnutni na spolo¢ensko-politické, vojen-
ské a ekonomické reformy, dnes spolu s USA pésobi v zlozZitych regiénoch sve-
ta v civilnych ¢i vojenskych operaciach. Slovensko ma dnes vybudovany vlast-
ny systém rozvojovej pomoci a expertiza nasich diplomatov ¢i mimovladnych
odbornikov, napriklad v problematike Balkanu, vychodnej Eurdpy ¢i bezpeé-
nostnej a environmentalnej problematike, sa nalezite ocenuje.

—
-
-
=
=
=
=
=
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B |veta Radicovd becomes Prime Minister

After the parliamentary elections in June
2010, a new center-right coalition was created headed by Slovakia’s first female
Prime Minister Iveta Radi¢ova. Two-time Prime Minister Mikula$ Dzurinda
became the new Minister of Foreign Affairs with Milan JeZovica, a former
diplomat in the U.S., becoming his deputy.

After the elections, Theodore Sedgwick came to Slovakia as the seventh U.S.
ambassador. He was a former successful entrepreneur who was nominated
by President Obama. Soon after his arrival, the new ambassador began the
work of preparing for a meeting between the American Secretary of State and
her Slovak counterpart. The October meeting of Hillary Clinton and Mikulas
Dzurinda in Washington, DC was much more than an official visit; it was
a meeting of two close colleagues who had a lot to discuss — not just about
the relationship between Slovakia and America, but also about cooperation
within the Visegrad Group, about the Balkans and about Afghanistan.
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® Ministerka zahrani¢nych

veci USA H. Clintonova

a minister zahrani¢nych
veci SR M. Dzurinda na
MZV USA vo Washingtone,
oktdber 2010. Foto: TASR.
U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and the
Slovak Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mikulds Dzurinda
at the State Department
in Washington in October
2010. Photo: TASR.

e Velvyslanec USA na Slovensku
T. Sedgwick (v strede) a byvaly
slovensky velvyslanec v USA R. Kacer
(vpravo) pri spolo¢nej diskusii so
Studentmi na Univerzite Mateja Bela
v Banskej Bystrici v oktébri 2010.
Foto: Archiv Velvyslanectva USA
na Slovensku.

® The U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia,
Theodore Sedgwick in the middle, and
former Slovak Ambassador to the
U.S., Rastislav Kdcer to the right, in
a discussion with students of Matej
Bel University in Banskd Bystrica in
October 2010. Photo: Archive of the
U.S. Embassy in Slovakia.

Po uspesnej integracii Slovenska do zapadnych $truktur sa spolupraca s USA
sustreduje aj na odhalovanie novych moznosti v podnikatelskej sfére, vo vede,
vyskume a vzdelavani. K citlivo vhimanym oblastiam zo strany USA patria pre-
trvavajice problémy s korupciou a v sudnictve na Slovensku. Americka diplo-
macia tieZ pozorne sleduje oblast ludskych a mensginovych prav.

Nasledujuaci prehlad umoznuje posudit charakter slovensko-americkych vzta-
hov za ostatnych osem rokov. Ide o obdobie, ked sa obe krajiny vyrovnavali so
zmenenym politickym a bezpe¢nostnym prostredim a s viacerymi neistota-
mi, ktoré zasiahli euroatlanticky a medzinarodny priestor.

Po podpise dohody o obmedzeni poétu strategickych jadrovych zbrani s ruskym
prezidentom Dmitrijom Medvedevom zaciatkom aprila 2010 v Prahe Barack
Obama pozval na spolo¢nu vederu jedenast premiérov zo stredoeurdpske-
ho regiéonu, medzi nimi i Roberta Fica. Vysoko hodnotenou snahou vlady SR
o pomoc USA v boji s terorizmom bolo i prijatie troch byvalych véziiov z Guan-
tdnama na Slovensku v januari 2010.

Nové impulzy na zvySenie zaujmu o Slovensko priniesol Kongresovy sloven-
sky vybor, ktory vznikol v maji 2010. Jeho spolupredsedami sa stali ¢lenovia
Snemovne reprezentantov - republikdan Joe Wilson z JuZnej Karoliny a de-
mokrat Pete Visclosky z Indiany.
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In November 2010, Prime Minister Iveta Radicova conducted a working visit
to the United States. Glamour magazine presented her with its “Woman of
the Year” award. While there she met with influential representatives of the
financial and business community. In Washington, she paid an official visit
to Secretary of State Clinton. One highlight of her Washington visit was her

delivery of the Freedom Lecture to an overflow crowd at the Woodrow Wilson
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Premiérka I. Radi¢ova

a staly predstavitel SR

pri OSN velvyslanec

M. Koterec (vlavo) na
stretnuti s prezidentom
Barackom Obamom a jeho
manzelkou Michelle

v Newyorskej verejnej
kniznici pocas zasadnutia
Valného zhromazdenia
OSN v septembri 2071.
Foto: TASR.

Slovak Prime Minister Iveta
Radicovad in the United
States and (from the left),
Permanent Representative
of the Slovak Republic to
the UN Milos Koterec, at
the meeting with President
Barack Obama, First Lady
Michelle Obama, at the
New York Public Library
during the UN General
Assembly, September 2071.
Photo: TASR.

<

M |veta Radicova premierkou SR

Po junovych parlamentnych volbach v roku
2010 sa vytvorila nova stredoprava koalicia na ¢ele s prvou Zenou na premiér-
skom poste Ivetou Radi¢ovou. Novym $éfom diplomacie sa stal byvaly dvojna-
sobny premiér Mikula$ Dzurinda a jeho $tatnym tajomnikom diplomat Milan
Jezovica, ktory predtym posobil v USA (vratane pozicie chargé d’affaires a. i. na
Velvyslanectve SR v USA v roku 1999). Na povolebné Slovensko prisiel v augus-
te v poradi siedmy americky velvyslanec Theodore Sedgwick, byvaly tispesny
podnikatel, ktorého nominoval prezident Obama.

Coskoro po prichode sa novy velvyslanec zapojil do pripravy stretnutia minis-
trov zahrani¢nych veci Spojenych $tatov a Slovenska. Oktébrové zvitanie Hil-
lary Clintonovej a Mikulasa Dzurindu vo Washingtone malo ovela viac nez
pracovny charakter. Stretli sa totiz dvaja blizki Iudia, ktori si mali ¢o povedat,
a to nielen o slovensko-americkych vztahoch, vysehradskej spolupraci, Balka-
ne a Afganistane.

V novembri 2010 uskutoé¢nila cestu do USA i premiérka Iveta Radi¢ova. V New
Yorku prevzala od ¢asopisu Glamour ocenenie Zena roka a stretla sa s vyznam-
nymi predstavitelmi finan¢nych a podnikatelskych kruhov. Nasledne mala
vo Washingtone rokovanie s ministerkou zahrani¢nych veci Hillary Clintono-
vou a prednasku (Freedom Lecture) vo Woodrow Wilson Center.

Premiérka Radi¢ova navstivila New York opit v septembri 2011, ked prijala
pozvanie prezidenta Baracka Obamu na prvé férum medzinarodnej iniciati-
vy Partnerstvo pre otvorené vladnutie (Open Government Partnership). Po-
¢as tohto pobytu mala aj tri vystupenia: v Harvardovom klube (pre zastupcov
podnikatelskych a finanénych kruhov), na Newyorskej univerzite a napokon
vo v8eobecnej rozprave 66. Valného zhromazdenia OSN.

Na prelome februara a marca 2011 minister hospodarstva Juraj Migkov s dele-
gaciou uskutoénili investi¢nt roadshow, v rdmci ktorej prezentoval vyhody in-
vestiéného prostredia na Slovensku potencialnym americkym investorom vo
Washingtone, v New Yorku a San Franciscu. V marci 2011 navstivil Washington
Statny tajomnik ministerstva obrany Robert Ondrejcsak, aby rokoval o bila-
teralnych otazkach v oblasti bezpe¢nosti s partnermi v Pentagone. V juli 2011
prijal pozvanie ministerky pre vnutornu bezpecénost USA Janet Napolitano-
vej minister vnutra SR Daniel Lipsic. Rokovali okrem iného o spolupraci v ob-

lasti prevencie cezhrani¢nej kriminality a terorizmu, ako aj o spristuptiovani
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Center. The prime minister visited New York again in September 2011 when
she accepted President Obama’s invitation to attend the first forum of the
Open Government Partnership. During her stay she made three public ap-
pearances: at the Harvard Club (for representatives of business and finance),
at New York University and at the 66" UN General Assembly.

During February-March 2011, Minister of Economy Juraj Miskov and his
delegation took an investment road show to potential U.S. investors in Wash-
ington, New York and San Francisco. At these events, Miskov described the
benefits of the investment environment in Slovakia. In March 2011, Robert
Ondrejcsédk, State Secretary of the Ministry of Defense, visited Washington
to discuss bilateral security issues with his counterparts at the Pentagon. In
July 2011, Interior Minister Daniel Lip$ic accepted an invitation from Secre-
tary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano. They discussed, among other

things, cooperation in preventing cross-border crime and terrorism, as well
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® Ministerka zahrani¢nych veci

USA H. Clintonova privitala
v juli 2012 vo Washingtone
svojho slovenského kolegu
M. Lajc¢éka. Foto: Archiv
MZVaEZ SR.

U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton welcomes
Slovak Minister of Foreign
Affaires Miroslav Laj¢dk at
the State Department in July
2012. Photo: Photo: Archive
of the Slovak Ministry

of Foreign and European
Affairs.

a ochrane informaécii. Statny tajomnik ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci Milan
Jezovica vystupil v septembri 2011 na ekonomicko-investi¢nom semindri In-
vest in Slovakia v Columbii v Juznej Karoline. Spolu s kongresmanom za Juz-
nu Karolinu Joom Wilsonom otvorili v Columbii slovensky honorarny kon-

zulat, ktory doteraz vedie Peter D. Korn.

V novembri 2011 sa uskutocnila pracovna navsteva delegacie Zahrani¢ného vy-
boru NR SR vedenej Frantiskom Sebejom. Okrem rokovani s partnermi z Kon-
gresu USA a z administrativy bol F. Sebej hlavnym hostom 3. ro¢nika Slova-
k-American Awards Dinner. Podas vedere sa oceniuju osobnosti, ktoré vyrazne
prispeli k rozvoju slovensko-americkych vztahov, a organizoval ju zastupitel-
sky turad vo Washingtone v spolupraci s mimovladnou organizaciou Friends
of Slovakia.

Z vyznamnych navstev oficidlnych americkych predstavitelov na Slovensku
v tomto obdobi mozno spomenut navstevy namestnika ministra zahranic-
nych veci Jamesa Steinberga v oktébri 2010, poradcu ministerky zahranic-
nych veci pre ob¢iansku spolo¢nost a nové demokracie Tomicaha Tilleman-
na v auguste 2011 a opakované navs$tevy Marie Yovanovitchovej, zastupkyne
namestnika ministerky zahrani¢nych veci v rokoch 2011 - 2012. Vo februari
2012 do Bratislavy zavitala delegacia Kongresu USA pod vedenim republikana
Dana Burtona, ktord prijal i prezident SR Ivan Ga$parovi¢ a ostatni najvyssi
ustavni &initelia. Delegécia sa venovala prehibeniu medziparlamentného di-
alégu a zaujimala sa o problematiku zapadného Balkanu.

B Robert Fico vystriedal premierku lvetu Radicovu

V dosledku vnutropolitickej krizy vlada Ive-
ty Radicovej v oktobri 2011 padla a prezident republiky vyhlasil na marec 2012
predcasné parlamentné volby. Ich jednozna¢nym vitazom sa stala strana
SMER-SD na cele s Robertom Ficom. Volebny vysledok mu umoznil zostavit
jednofarebnu vladu, ktora sa ujala funkcie 4. aprila 2012. Ministrom zahra-
ni¢nych veci a zaroven podpredsedom vlady sa opit stal Miroslav Lajéak, kto-
ry sa do Bratislavy vratil z vyznamného postu v Bruseli. Za jedného zo svojich
$tatnych tajomnikov si vybral velvyslanca SR vo Washingtone Petra Buriana.
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as the sharing and protecting of information. State Secretary of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs Milan JeZovica attended an economic and investment
seminar, Invest in Slovakia, in Columbia, South Carolina in September 2011.
Together with Congressman Joe Wilson (R-SC), he opened the Slovak Honor-
ary Consulate in Columbia. It is led by Peter D. Korn.

In November 2011, a Slovak parliamentary delegation headed by Frantisek
Sebej, chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, visited Washington. In
addition to negotiations with his counterparts in Congress and the admin-
istration Sebej was the guest of honor at the third annual Slovak-American
Awards Dinner. It was organized by the Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with
Friends of Slovakia, to recognize those who have contributed significantly to
the development of Slovak-American relations.

Among other American officials to visit Slovakia in this period we can include
Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg in October 2010; Secretary Clin-
ton’s Senior Advisor for Civil Society and Emerging Democracies Tomicah
Tillemann in August 2011; and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Marie
Yovanovitch, in November 2011. A congressional delegation led by Rep. Dan
Burton (R-Ind) visited Bratislava in February 2012. The primary purpose of
the visit was to deepen inter-parliamentary dialogue and to discuss issues
related to the Western Balkans. The delegation was also received by President

Ivan Gasparovi¢ and other top government officials.

B Robert Fico replaces lveta Radicova
and forms new government

Due to an internal political crisis, the govern-
ment of Iveta Radic¢ova collapsed in October 2011, and President Gagparovi¢
announced early parliamentary elections for March 2012. The clear winner
of these elections was the SMER-SD party led by Robert Fico. His landslide
victory allowed him to create a single-party government. Miroslav Lajc¢ak,
who returned to Bratislava from an important EU post in Brussels, became
foreign minister for a second time, and was also named deputy prime min-
ister. Lajcak invited Slovak Ambassador to the United States Peter Burian to
become his State Secretary. From April to September 2012, before Peter Kmec

88 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY

® Premiér R. Fico na
stretnuti s prezidentom
B. Obamom v Bielom dome
21. novembra 2013. Foto:
TASR.

® President Barack Obama
at the meeting with Slovak
Prime Minister Robert Fico
at the White House on
November 21, 2013. Photo:
TASR.
>

A7 do vymenovania Petra Kmeca za nového velvyslanca SR v USA (poverova-
cie listiny odovzdal do ruk Baracka Obamu v septembri 2012) zastaval funk-
ciu chargé d’affaires a. i. Peter Zelenak.

Po nastupe novej vlady, ktora jasne deklarovala proeurépsky a proatlantic-
ky kurz, sa uskuto¢nilo niekolko délezitych navstev USA na vysokej urov-
ni. V maji 2012 viedol na samit NATO v Chicagu slovensku delegaciu prezi-
dent Ivan Ga$parovi¢, ktorého sprevadzali minister zahrani¢nych veci Miro-
slav Lajéak a minister obrany Martin Glva¢. Pocas pobytu slovenskej delegacie
v Chicagu bol znovu otvoreny slovensky honorarny konzulat, ktory dodnes
vedie Rosemary Mackova Wisnoska.

Oficialna navsteva ministra Miroslava Lajéaka vo Washingtone v juli 2012
a jeho rokovanie s americkou partnerkou Hillary Clintonovou ukazali, Ze aj
po vladnej zmene na Slovensku sd vztahy s USA na velmi dobrej urovni. Mi-
nistri sa pocas rokovani venovali najmi otazkam Balkanu, krajindm Vychod-
ného partnerstva, severnej Afriky a Afganistanu. Minister Lajc¢ak sa stretol aj

s predstavitelmi expertnej a krajanskej komunity.
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handed over his diplomatic credentials to President Barack Obama and thus
became the new Slovak Ambassador to the United States, Peter Zelendk served

as chargé d’affaires a. i.

After the formation of the new Slovak government, which declared a clearly
pro-European and pro-Atlantic course, there were several high level visits to
the United States. In May 2012 President Ivan Gasparovi¢ led the Slovak
delegation to the Chicago NATO Summit. He was accompanied by Minister
of Foreign Affairs Miroslav Laj¢ak and Minister of Defense Martin Glvac. The
Honorary Consulate of the Slovak Republic, headed by Rosemary Macko Wis-
nosky, was opened in Chicago with these Slovak officials in attendance.

The official visit of Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Miroslav Lajéak in Washington and his meeting with Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton in July 2012 showed that well-developed Slovak-US relations were
not altered by the change of government in Slovakia. The two officials pri-
marily addressed issues related to the Balkan countries, Eastern Europe,
North Africa and Afghanistan. Minister Lajéak also met with foreign policy
experts and representatives of the Slovak-American community.

In September 2012 President Ivan Gasparovic gave a speech at the 67" session
of the UN General Assembly in New York and met with U.S. President Barack
Obama and his wife, Michelle.

Minister Laj¢ak made a working visit to the United States in early Novem-
ber. In Washington he met with the Special Assistant to the President, Karen
Donfried, and delivered a policy speech at the Atlantic Council. Afterwards
he gave a lecture at Harvard University.

Shortly after, on November 21, Prime Minister Robert Fico was received by
President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden in the White House.
Meetings were also attended by Minister Laj¢ak and Interior Minister Robert
Kalinak. Obama and Fico agreed that the United States and Slovakia’s part-
nership is based on common democratic values and principles. At the meet-
ing with Vice President Joe Biden the engagement of Slovakia in the coun-
tries of the Western Balkans and the Eastern Partnership and the operation
of ISAF in Afghanistan was discussed.

In March 2014, Minister Laj¢ak held bilateral negotiations with U.S. Secretary

of State John Kerry in Washington. The meeting was dominated by develop-

ments in Ukraine following the annexation of Crimea. In this context, the
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e Slovensky velvyslanec
v USA P. Kmec s rodinou po
odovzdani poverovacich listin
do rik prezidenta B. Obamu
v Bielom dome, september
2012. Foto: Biely dom.

e Slovak Ambassador to the
United States Peter Kmec and
his family after handing over
his credentials to President
Obama in the White House
in September 2012. Photo:
The White House.
>

V septembri 2012 prezident Ivan Gagparovi¢ vystipil na 67. zasadnuti Valné-
ho zhromazdenia OSN v New Yorku a stretol sa s prezidentom Barackom Oba-
mom a jeho manzelkou Michelle.

Minister Lajé¢ak uskutoénil zadiatkom novembra 2013 samostatnt pracovnu
navstevu USA. Vo Washingtone rokoval s osobitnou poradkynou prezidenta
Obamu pre Europu Karen Donfried a vystupil na pode think tanku Atlantic
Council. Nasledne mal prednasku na Harvardovej univerzite v Bostone.

Kratko nato, 21. novembra, prijali premiéra Roberta Fica v Bielom dome prezi-
dent Barack Obama a viceprezident Joe Biden. Na stretnuti sa zucastnili aj mi-
nister Laj¢ak a minister vnutra Robert Kalinak. Barack Obama a Robert Fico
konstatovali, Ze partnerstvo Spojenych Statov a Slovenska je zaloZené na spo-
lo¢nych demokratickych hodnotach a principoch. Na stretnuti s vicepreziden-
tom Josephom Bidenom sa hovorilo o angaZovani Slovenska v krajinach za-
padného Balkanu a Vychodného partnerstva a v operacii ISAF v Afganistane.
V marci 2014 minister Laj¢ak absolvoval vo Washingtone bilateralne rokova-

nie s ministrom zahrani¢nych veci Johnom Kerrym. Stretnutiu dominoval
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partners agreed on the importance of close EU-US coordination in the follow-
up and assistance to Ukraine. The preparation of NATO’s September summit
in Great Britain also took place, while Minister Lajédk emphasized the im-
portance of the continuation of the open door alliance policy. Subsequently,
in Williamsburg, Lajédk made a contribution on the role of political leaders
in defining the future shape of the EU at the prestigious international con-
ference CSIS-Williamsburg Forum.

B Andrej Kiska becomes new Slovak President

From September 23 — October 1, 2014, new
Slovak President Andrej Kiska (inaugurated on June 14, 2014) made his first
transatlantic visit (New York, Boston and California). His bilateral program
coincided with the 69" UN General Assembly in New York. The main objec-
tives were to present the investment and innovation potential of the Slovak
Republic and to discuss the possibilities of engaging Slovak start-up compa-
nies in American business incubators, as well as possible cooperation with
universities. The visit also provided an opportunity for dialogue with the

expat community, especially Slovak professionals working in the USA.

Following the visit of President Kiska, Minister Laj¢dk conducted bilateral
talks in Washington with Victoria Nuland, Assistant Secretary for European
and Eurasian Affairs, and Tony Blinken, Deputy National Security Adviser
under President Obama on October 2, 2014. The situation in Ukraine domi-
nated their discussions. Subsequently, Minister Lajéak gave the opening ad-
dress at the U.S. — Central Europe Strategy Forum, the main political event
in the U.S. during the Slovak Presidency of the V4. He also participated in an
expert discussion on the situation in Ukraine at the Carnegie Endowment

for International Peace.

In 2015, Minister Lajé¢dk made three business trips to the United States. At
the end of January in Washington, he and selected European officials par-
ticipated in a political dialogue with Vice President Biden. He then went to
a bilateral meeting with President Obama’s national security advisor, Susan
Rice. The conversation at the White House was dominated by Ukraine and

the issues of European security. In April, Minister Laj¢ak was in California to
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vyvoj na Ukrajine v nadviiznosti na anexiu Krymu. Partneri sa v tejto suvis-
losti zhodli na vyzname tizkej koordinacie EU a USA v dalsom postupe a pri
poskytovani pomoci Ukrajine. Venovali sa i priprave septembrového sami-
tu NATO vo Velkej Britanii, pricom M. Laj¢dk zdoraznil vyznam pokracova-
nia alianénej politiky otvorenych dveri. Nasledne vo Williamsburgu vystapil
s prispevkom o ulohe politickych lidrov pri definovani budtcej podoby EU
na prestiznej medzinarodnej konferencii CSIS-Williamsburg Forum.

B Andrej Kiska novym slovenskym prezidentom

V drioch 23. septembra - 1. oktobra 2014
uskutoé¢nil svoju prvi zaocednsku navstevu (New York, Boston, Kalifornia)
novy slovensky prezident Andrej Kiska, ktory bol inaugurovany 14. juna 2014.
Jeho bilateralny program sa uskutoé¢nil na okraj 69. Valného zhromazdenia
OSN v New Yorku. Hlavnymi cielmi bolo predstavit investi¢ny a inovaény po-
tencial SR, prerokovat moZnosti zapajania slovenskych startupovych spolo¢-
nosti do ¢innosti podnikatelskych inkubatorov v USA, ako aj naé¢rtnut moznosti
spoluprace univerzit. Navsteva zaroven poskytla prilezitost na dialég s krajan-
skou komunitou, najmi so slovenskymi profesionalmi pdsobiacimi v USA.

V nadvéznosti na navstevu prezidenta Kisku v USA absolvoval 2. oktébra mi-
nister Laj¢ak vo Washingtone bilaterdlne rokovania s Victoriou Nulandovou,
namestni¢kou MZV USA pre Eurdépu, a Tonym Blinkenom, zastupcom po-
radkyne pre nadrodnd bezpeénost USA. Stretnutiam dominovala situacia na
Ukrajine. Miroslav Laj¢ak zaroven vystupil s otvaracim prejavom na konfe-
rencii U. S. - Central Europe Strategy Forum, ktoré bolo hlavnym poduja-
tim politického charakteru v ramci programu predsednictva SR vo V4 v USA,
a zulastnil sa na expertnej diskusii o situdcii na Ukrajine na pode Carnegie-
ho nadacie pre medzinarodny mier.

V roku 2015 uskutoénil $éf slovenskej diplomacie tri pracovné cesty do USA.
Koncom janudra sa vo Washingtone spolu s vybranymi eurépskymi predsta-
vitelmi zui¢astnil na politickom dialégu s viceprezidentom Bidenom. Nasled-
ne absolvoval bilateralne stretnutie s poradkyrnou prezidenta Obamu pre
narodnu bezpeénost Susan Riceovou. Rozhovorom v Bielom dome domino-
vala Ukrajina a otazky europskej bezpeénosti. V aprili v Kalifornii minister
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open a joint V4 event that featured a presentation of selected startups from
Silicon Valley. The main objective was to emphasize the priority position of
the innovation agenda in Slovak-American relations. In December, he met
with U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Tony Blinken and former U.S. Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright in Washington.

In 2015, Slovak Minister of Defense Martin Glva¢ visited Washington twice,
and Vice-Prime Minister and Interior Minister Robert Kalindk once. With
their U.S. partners, they were focused primarily on bilateral cooperation in
defense, defense spending, the fight against terrorism and participation of
Slovak soldiers in Afghanistan. In March 9, 2015, Minister Kaliniak received
an award from Secretary of State John Kerry for his continued contribution

to the fight against terrorism.

In July 2015, after almost five years, Ambassador Theodore Sedgwick finished
his mission in Slovakia (he was the longest serving U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia).
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Americky general J. Allen
(v strede) na gala veceri
konferencie GLOBSEC

s generalnym tajomnikom
NATO A. V. Rasmussenom
(vlavo) a byvalym
slovenskym premiérom
M. Dzurindom (vpravo),
Bratislava, maj 2014.
Foto: Pavol Demes.

U.S. General John Allen
(center) with Secretary
General of NATO Anders
Vogh Rasmussen (L) and
former Slovak Prime
Minister Mikulds Dzurinda
(R) at the gala dinner of
the GLOBSEC conference
in Bratislava, May, 2074.
Photo: Pavol Demes.
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® Prezident A. Kiska

s byvalym americkym
astronautom E. Cernanom
na galaveceri v San Diegu
v septembri 2014.

Foto: TASR.

President Andrej Kiska
with former U.S. astronaut
Eugene Cernan at the Gala
dinner in San Diego in
September 20174.

Photo: TASR.
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otvoril spolo¢né podujatie krajin V4, v ramci ktorého sa uskuto¢nila prezen-
tacia vybranych startupov v Silicon Valley. Hlavnym cielom bolo zdéraznit
prioritné postavenie inova¢nej agendy v slovensko-americkych vztahoch.
V decembri sa vo Washingtone stretol so zastupcom ministra zahrani¢nych
veci USA Tonym Blinkenom a s byvalou ministerkou zahranié¢nych veci USA
Madeleine Albrightovou.

V roku 2015 do Washingtonu dvakrat zavital vtedaj$i minister obrany Mar-
tin Glva¢ a raz minister vnutra Robert Kalinak. Hlavnymi témami rokovani
s americkymi partnermi boli bilaterdlna spolupraca v oblasti obrany, vydav-
ky Slovenskej republiky v tejto oblasti, boj proti terorizmu ¢i pésobenie nasich
vojakov v Afganistane. Podpredseda vlady SR a minister vnatra Robert Kali-
nak si 9. marca 2015 vo Washingtone prebral ocenenie od ministra zahranic-
nych veci USA Johna Kerryho za trvaly prinos v boji proti terorizmu.

V juli 2015 - takmer po piatich rokoch - ukon¢il svoju misiu na Slovensku velvy-
slanec Theodore Sedgwick, ktory bol doteraz najdlhsie sluziacim velvyslancom
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Until the arrival of President Obama’s new ambassador, Ambassador Ru-
dolf V. Perina served briefly (July — September, 2015) as the head of mission,

and for more than a year Liam Wasley served as chargé d’affaires a.i.

Among official U.S. visits to Slovakia during this period, it is worthwhile men-
tioning a delegation of seven members of the House of Representatives on
July 2, 2012 under the leadership of Rep.Bill Shuster (R-PA), a member of the
Slovak Caucus. Shuster was one of several U.S. officials who praised the pro-
fessionalism of Slovak Explosive Ordnance Disposal military who participated
with U.S. and Australian personnel in Afghanistan in a joiint mission to dis-
pose of excess military ordnance. The congressmen thanked the Slovak sol-

diers for their exceptional bravery at Kandahar.

Hoyt B. Yee, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian
Affairs, responsible for U.S. relations with the countries of Central Europe and
South Central Europe, made repeat visits to Bratislava (October 2013, January
and November 2014). Deputy Assistant Secretaries Robyn Dunnigan (Novem-
ber 2015) and Robert Berschinski (January 2016) also familiarized themselves
with the Slovak capital.
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e Americki diplomati na Slovensku

Trey Lions (vlavo), zastupca
vedliceho misie, a Liam Wasley
(vpravo), chargé d'affaires,

s Antonom Zajacom, spolumajitelom
firmy ESET, na priatelskom
hokejovom zapase v oktébri

2015 v Bratislave. Foto: Archiv
Velvyslanectva USA na Slovensku.
U.S. diplomats in Slovakia Trey

Lions (left), Deputy Head of Mission,
and Liam Wasley (right), Chargé
d’Affaires, with Anton Zajac, co-owner
of ESET, at a friendly hockey match in
October 2015 in Bratislava.

Photo: Archive of the U.S. Embassy

in Slovakia.

N

USA v SR. Po jeho odchode zastaval funkciu vedtceho misie USA v Bratislave od
jula do polovice septembra 2015 Rudolf V. Perina. Nasledne az do prichodu no-
vého velvyslanca pésobil takmer rok ako chargé d’affaires a. i. Liam Wasley.

Z americkych navstev na Slovensku v tomto obdobi moZno spomenut navste-
vu delegécie siedmich ¢lenov Snemovne reprezentantov Kongresu USA 2. jila
2012 pod vedenim Billa Shustera, ktory je ¢lenom Slovenského kongresového
vyboru. Shuster bol jednym z viacerych predstavitelov USA, ktori vysoko oce-
nili profesionalitu slovenskych pyrotechnikov v Afganistane, ktorym sa po-
darilo znegkodnit vybusny systém. Podas navstevy kongresmani podakovali
timu slovenskych vojenskych $pecialistov za hrdinsky ¢in v Kandahare.

Bratislavu opakovane navstivil zadstupca namestnika ministra pre Eurépu
Hoyt B. Yee (oktober 2013, januar a november 2014) a dalsi zastupcovia na-
mestnikov ministra zahrani¢nych veci Mary Warlickova (september 2015),
Robin Dunniganova (november 2015) a Robert Berschinski (januar 2016).
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B Third government of Robert Fico

After the parliamentary elections of March 5,
2016, a third government led by Robert Fico was formed on March 23. Tt is
a coalition government in which the Slovak National Party and the Most-Hid
party share the power with the dominant SMER-SD party, chaired by Prime
Minister Fico. In the second half of 2016, the new government undertook Slova-
kia’s first, historic Presidency of the Council of the EU. Miroslav Lajé¢ak contin-
ued to lead the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs (in September 2017,

he also took over the one-year role as President of the UN General Assembly).

Ivan Korc¢ok, State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs
and Plenipotentiary of the Government for Slovakia’s Presidency of the Coun-
cil of the EU, held a series of meetings in Washington in April with the policy
community. His meetings focused on developments in the European Union,
the Eurozone, perceptions and prospects for the TTIP negotiations, the mi-
gration crisis, the crisis in Ukraine, and expectations for the June referendum
on EU membership in the United Kingdom. He met Deputy Secretary of State
Heather Higginbottom and Director for Cross-Border Security Sarah Kendall
at the National Security Council (NSC).

In September 2016, career diplomat Adam H. Sterling became the eighth U.S.
ambassador to Slovakia.

In Washington, on September 28, 2016, the 8" annual CEPA Forum was
launched to strengthen dialogue between the U.S. and the Visegrad Four
group. Slovakia was represented by the State Secretary of the Slovak Foreign
Ministry Lukas Parizek, who highlighted in particular the flexibility of V4
cooperation and continuous dialogue at all levels, which is also a model for
other regions. He recalled that the recent presidency of the Slovak Republic
in V4 added dynamism to the development of dialogue with the USA and started
concrete assistance to Ukraine under the V4 Roadshow brand, which opened
new possibilities for cooperation in areas such as energy, small and medium-
sized enterprises, self-government and education. Secretary of State Parizek
also had bilateral meetings at the State Department and the Pentagon and
met with the business community and representatives of Slovak-American

organisations.

During the Slovak presidency of the Council of the EU, the Slovak Embassy
in the United States in cooperation with the Atlantic Council of the United
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B Tretia viada Roberta Fica

Po parlamentnych volbach, ktoré sa konali
5. marca 2016, vznikla 23. marca tretia vlada pod vedenim Roberta Fica. Ide
o koali¢nu vladu, v ktorej sa so stranou SMER-SD o moc delia Slovenska na-
rodnd strana a strana Most-Hid. V druhej polovici toho istého roka bola na jej
pleciach organizacia historicky prvého predsednictva v Rade EU. Na ¢ele re-
zortu diplomacie pokracuje Miroslav Lajéak (v septembri 2017 sa zarovern ujal
funkcie predsedu Valného zhromazdenia OSN).

Statny tajomnik ministerstva zahranié¢nych veci a eurépskych zaleZitosti
a splnomocnenec vlady SR pre slovenské predsednictvo v Rade EU Ivan Koréok
absolvoval 18. a 19. aprila 2016 vo Washingtone sériu stretnuti s politickou
a odbornou komunitou. V diskusii rezonovali otazky vyvoja v eurozoéne, vni-
manie perspektiv rokovani o Transatlantickom obchodnom a investi¢nom
partnerstve, problematika migra¢nej krizy, konflikt na Ukrajine, ako aj o¢a-
kévania od junového referenda o ¢lenstve v EU v Spojenom kréalovstve. Ivan
Korc¢ok rokoval s namestni¢kou ministra zahranié¢nych veci Heather Higgin-
bottomovou a riaditelkou pre cezhrani¢ni bezpecénost Sarah Kendallovou
v Rade pre narodnu bezpeénost.

V septembri 2016 sa stava 6smym velvyslancom USA na Slovensku kariérny
diplomat Adam H. Sterling.

Vo Washingtone sa 28. septembra 2016 zac¢al 8. ro¢nik konferencie CEPA Fo-
rum, ktorej cielom je posilnit dialég medzi USA a krajinami Vy$ehradskej
Stvorky. Slovensko zastupoval statny tajomnik MZVaEZ SR Lukas Parizek, kto-
ry vyzdvihol najmi pruznost vzajomnej spoluprace vo formate V4 a priebez-
ny dialég na v8etkych urovniach, ¢o je vzorom aj pre iné regiény. Pripomenul,
ze nedavne predsednictvo SR v zoskupeni pridalo dynamiku v rozvoji dialogu
s USA a nastartovalo konkrétnu pomoc Ukrajine pod znac¢kou V4 Roadshow,
ktora otvorila nové moznosti spoluprace v oblastiach, ako si energetika, malé
a stredné podniky, samosprava a $kolstvo. V rdmci pracovného programu vo
Washingtone absolvoval $tatny tajomnik Parizek dvojstranné rokovania na
ministerstve zahrani¢nych veci a v Pentagone. Stretol sa tiez s podnikatel-
skou komunitou a so zastupcami krajanskych spolkov.

Pri prilezitosti slovenského predsednictva v Rade EU zorganizovalo velvysla-

nectvo SR v USA v spolupraci s think tankom Atlanticka rada Spojenych $ta-
tov 6. oktobra 2016 vo Washingtone, D. C., konferenciu Stronger with Allies:
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States (ACUS), a Washington think tank, organised a conference, Stronger
with Allies: The Future of Europe after Brexit, which was opened by Minister
Laj¢ak on October 6. Its goal was to discuss with the Washington policy com-
munity developments in the EU in a period critical to further development
of the European integration project. The main topics of the conference were
— fulfillment of the commitments from the Warsaw NATO Summit, assess-
ment of the situation in the EU after the UK referendum, and the impact
of the refugee crisis on EU cohesion. Well-known experts and leading politi-
cal figures, including European Commission Vice President Pierre Moscovici
and former NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen participated in
the conference. The main theme resonating across all panel discussions was
that relations between the United States and Europe are irreplaceable for

both transatlantic partners.
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The Future of Europe after Brexit, ktora otvoril minister zahrani¢nych veci
a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR M. Lajc¢ak. Jej cielom bolo priblizit washington-
skému publiku dianie v EU v obdobi, ktoré bolo kritickym pre dalsi vyvoj eu-
répskeho integraéného projektu. Hlavnymi témami konferencie boli okrem
iného splnanie zavizkov z Var§avského samitu NATO, zhodnotenie situacie
v EU po referende vo Velkej Britanii a vplyv ute¢eneckej krizy na sudrznost
EU. Na konferencii vystupili viaceri experti a popredni politicki predstavitelia,
medzi nimi viceprezident Eurépskej komisie Pierre Moscovici a byvaly gene-
ralny tajomnik NATO Anders Fogh Rasmussen. Hlavnou myslienkou diskusie
naprie¢ jednotlivymi panelmi bolo konstatovanie, ze vztahy medzi Spojenymi
§tatmi a Eurdpou sd pre oboch transatlantickych partnerov nenahraditelné.

® V4 panel na CEPA Forum

2017 vo Washingtone.

Zlava moderator S. Debski,

P. Gajdusek, statny tajomnik
ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci
CR, I. Korcok, $tatny tajomnik
MZVaEZ SR, P. Szijjartd, minister
zahrani¢nych veci Madarska,

a W. Waszczykowski, minister
zahrani¢nych veci Polska,
september 2017.

Foto: Archiv MZVaEZ SR.
Visegrad Four group panel at the
CEPA Forum 2017 in Washington.
Pictured from left to right:
Stawomir Debski (moderator),
Petr Gajdusek, State Secretary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech
Republic; Ivan Korcok, State
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs, Slovakia;
Peter Szijjdrté, Minister

of Foreign Affairs and

Trade, Hungary and Witold
Waszczykowski, Minister

of Foreign Affairs of Poland,
September, 2017. Photo:

Photo: Archive of the Slovak
Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs.
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B Donald Trump becomes the 45% President
of the United States

After the presidential election on Novem-
ber 8, 2016, the United States witnessed the unexpected victory of billionaire
Donald Trump over the well-known politician Hillary Clinton. Former CEO
of ExxonMobile Rex Tillerson became the new secretary of state. The Trump
administration is leading shifts in domestic American policy in addition to

searching for a new American position in international affairs.

At the invitation of Secretary of State Tillerson, a meeting of foreign minis-
ters and heads of partner organizations of the 68-member Global Coalition
against the Islamic State (ISIS) was held on March 22, 2017 in Washington. Slo-
vakia was represented by Minister Laj¢dk. The meeting was attended by all
68 members of the coalition. The discussion focused primarily on the issue
of coordinating global efforts against ISIS and streamlining and accelerating

the military action against ISIS in Iraq and Syria.

In May 2017, Minister Lajéak held an individual working meeting with Sec-
retary Tillerson in Washington, during which the excellent quality of bilat-
eral relations was confirmed. The conversation was dominated by current
foreign-policy and defense themes — the situation in Ukraine, relations with
Russia, development in the Western Balkans, the contribution of the Slovak
Republic in the fight against terrorism and increased defense spending. The
visit confirmed that Slovakia remained a reliable NATO ally for the United
States and an important partner in strengthening political stability and eco-

nomic prosperity in Europe.

On July 6, 2017 President Andrej Kiska accepted the invitation of the Polish
and Croatian presidents and participated at the Warsaw Three Seas Initiative
summit. The main themes of the negotiations were transport, infrastructure
and energy issues as well as the future of the EU. A separate part of the event
was the meeting of the leaders of the participating states with President Don-

ald Trump.

In July 2017, the first two American Black Hawk military helicopters, which
will form the core of Slovakia’s rotary wing Air Force in the future, landed
at PreSov. From the Sikorsky plant in Huntsville, Alabama, they were trans-
ported to Bremerhaven in Germany, from where they were transferred to

Slovakia by mixed Slovak-American crews. Members of the Indiana National
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® Minister zahrani¢nych
veci USAR. Tillerson
privital v maji 2017 vo
Washingtone ministra
M. Lajc¢aka. Foto: TASR.

® The U.S. Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson welcomed
Slovak Minister of Foreign
Affaires Miroslav Lajédk
at the State Department
on May 20177. Photo: TASR.
>

B Donald Trump sa stava 45. prezidentom USA

V Spojenych statoch dochadza po prezident-
skych volbach 8. novembra 2016 k neo¢akavanému vitazstvu miliardara Donal-
da Trumpa nad znamou politickou Hillary Clintonovou. Ministrom zahra-
ni¢nych veci sa stava byvaly riaditel ExxonMobile Rex Tillerson. Zahrani¢na
politika Trumpovej administrativy zaziva nova éru poznadenu hladanim
odpovedi na rieSenie domacich problémov a postavenie USA v systéme me-
dzinarodnych vztahov.

Na pozvanie ministra zahrani¢nych veci USA R. Tillersona sa 22. marca 2017
vo Washingtone uskutoc¢nilo stretnutie ministrov zahraniénych veci a vedu-
cich predstavitelov partnerskych organizacii 68-¢lennej Globalnej koalicie
proti tzv. Islamskému $tatu v Iraku a Syrii (ISIS). Na rokovani sa ztucastnilo
vietkych 68 ¢lenov koalicie a Slovensko na fiom zastupoval minister Laj¢ak.
Venované bolo primarne problematike koordinacie globalnych snah zame-
ranych proti ISIS a otazkam zefektivnenia a urychlenia vojenského postupu

proti nemu.
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Guard, who have been assisting us in the modernization of our armed forces
since 1994, participated in the transfer. The Slovak Armed Forces and the
Indiana National Guard cooperate through the State Partnership Program,
and units from both sides worked together in Afghanistan and regularly par-

ticipate in joint exercises in the Slovak Republic and abroad.

President Kiska traveled on September 18, 2017 to the 72"! General Assembly
of the United Nations in New York, after which he continued his program on
the West Coast, focusing on the innovation and science-research agenda. The
president was accompanied by the Slovak Deputy Prime Minister for Invest-
ments and Informatisation, Peter Pellegrini, a group of Slovak entrepreneurs

and representatives of the academic community.
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® Predseda 72. Valného
zhromazdenia OSN
Miroslav Lajcak sa
19. septembra 2017
stretol v New Yorku
s prezidentom Spojenych
Statov Donaldom
Trumpom. Foto: Archiv
MZVaEZ SR.

® President of the 72nd UN
General Assembly Miroslav
Lajédk met with U.S.
President Donald Trump in
New York on September 19,
2077. Photo: Photo: Archive
of the Slovak Ministry
of Foreign and European
Affairs.
<

V maji 2017 uskuto¢nil M. Lajéak vo Washingtone individualne pracovné stret-
nutie s rezortnym partnerom R. Tillersonom, pocas ktorého zhodne konstato-
vali vybornu kvalitu bilateralnych vztahov. Rozhovorom dominovali aktualne
zahrani¢nopolitické a obranné témy - situacia na Ukrajine, vztahy s Ruskom,
vyvoj na zdpadnom Balkane, prispevok SR v boji proti terorizmu a zvy$ovanie
obrannych vydavkov. Navsteva potvrdila, ze SR zostava pre USA spolahlivym
spojencom v NATO a doleZitym partnerom pri upeviiovani politickej stability
a ekonomickej prosperity v Eurépe.

Prezident Andrej Kiska sa na pozvanie polského prezidenta a chorvatskej pre-
zidentky 6. jula zdc¢astnil na samite Iniciativy Trojmoria vo VarSave. Hlavny-
mi témami rokovani boli otdzky dopravy, infrastruktury a energetiky, ako aj
dalgie smerovanie a buducnost EU. Samostatnym bodom podujatia bolo stret-
nutie lidrov ztiéastnenych $tatov s prezidentom USA Donaldom Trumpom.
V juli 2017 pristali na letisku v PreSove prvé dva viactcelové vojenské vrtul-
niky Black Hawk, ktoré budu suc¢astou vyzbroje Vzdusnych sil SR. Z USA boli
prepravené lodou do Bremerhavenu v Nemecku, odkial ich uZ na Slovensko
prepravili zmie$ané slovensko-americké posadky. Podielali sa na tom pris-
ludnici Narodnej gardy statu Indiana, ktora asistuje pri modernizacii nasej
armady uZ od roku 1994. Prislunici Ozbrojenych sil SR a jednotky Narodnej
gardy $tatu Indiana spolu pésobili v Afganistane a pravidelne sa zucastnuju

na spolo¢nych cvi¢eniach v SR i zahraniéi.

Prezident Kiska odcestoval 18. septembra na rokovanie 72. Valného zhromaz-
denia Organizacie Spojenych narodov v New Yorku, po ktorom hlava $tatu
pokracovala v ceste na zadpadné pobrezie USA so zameranim na inova¢nu
a vedeckovyskumnt agendu. Prezidenta na pracovnej navsteve sprevadzali
podpredseda vlady SR pre investicie a informatizaciu Peter Pellegrini, skupi-
na slovenskych podnikatelov a zastupcovia akademickej obce.

Statny tajomnik MZVaEZ Ivan Kor¢ok vystupil 21. septembra 2017 v paneli mi-
nistrov zahrani¢nych veci V4 na znamej konferencii CEPA Forum vo Washing-
tone, ktora sa venuje dianiu v strednej Eurdpe a jej vztahom s USA. Na druhy
den uskutoénil sériu bilateralnych rokovani. Na stretnuti s prvou zastupky-
nou namestnika Ministerstva obrany USA pre NATO a Eur6pu Rachel Ellehu-
usovou potvrdil platnost a prebiehajicu implementaciu zavizku Slovenska
zvysit obranné vydavky na 1,6 % HDP, z toho 20 % na modernizaciu do roku
2020. V tejto suvislosti ocenil navrh Ministerstva obrany USA podporit mo-
dernizaciu zékladni v Slia¢i a Kuchyni. V diskusii so zastupkytiou ndmestni-
ka ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci pre energeticku diplomaciu Sue Saarnio-
vou potvrdil odmietavé stanovisko slovenskej strany k planovanej vystavbe
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On September 21 State Secretary Ivan Korcok participated in the V4 Foreign
Ministers’ panel at the well-known CEPA Forum in Washington, dealing with
Central Europe and its relations with the United States. On the second day,
he conducted a series of bilateral negotiations. At a Pentagon meeting with
Rachel Ellehuus, principal director of Europe and NATO policy, he confirmed
the ongoing implementation of Slovakia’s commitment to increase defense
spending to 1.6% of GDP, of which 20% is for military modernization by 2020.
In this respect, he acknowledged the readiness of the Department of Defense
to support the modernization of Slovak military bases Slia¢ and Kuchyna. In
a discussion with Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Energy Diplomacy
Sue Saarni, he confirmed Slovakia’s opposition to the planned construction
of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline and called for continued cooperation in
the diversification of energy sources and routes. Current developments in
the EU, including in the context of Euro-Atlantic relations, dominated in
the meeting of Ivan Kor¢ok with Conrad Tribble, the Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Western Europe and the European Union. They also touched
upon defense spending and the modernization of the Slovak armed forces in

line with the forthcoming revision of the Slovak Security and Defense Strategy.

U.S. government officials visiting Bratislava in the past two years include the
Deputy Assistant Secretary Hoyt B. Yee (February and July 2016), Daniel Fried,
State Department Coordinator for Sanctions Policy (June 2016), a seven-mem-
ber Congressional delegation led by Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) (August 2016),
and Reps. Steve Chabot (R-OH) and Stephen Lynch (D-MA) (August 2107).
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plynovodu Nord Stream 2 a vyzval na pokradovanie spoluprace v oblasti di-
verzifikacie energetickych zdrojov a tras. Aktualny vyvoj v EU aj v kontexte
euroatlantickych vztahov dominoval stretnutiu Ivana Koréoka s namestni-
kom ministra zahrani¢nych veci USA pre zdpadnt Eurépu a EU Conradom
Tribblom. Dotkli sa aj problematiky obrannych vydavkov a modernizacie slo-
venskych ozbrojenych sil v sdlade s pripravovanou reviziou bezpectnostnej
a obrannej stratégie SR.

Na Slovensko zavitali v uplynulych dvoch rokoch zastupca namestnika mi-
nistra zahrani¢nych veci Hoyt B. Yee (februar a jul 2016), koordinator pre
sank¢nu politiku z ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci Daniel Fried (jun 2016), se-
demcélenna kongresova delegacia, ktoru viedol Bob Goodlatte (august 2016),
a kongresmani Steve Chabot a Stephen Lynch (august 2107).

B GLOBSEC a slovensko-americké vztahy

Slovenska mimovladna organizacia GLOBSEC
na Cele s Robertom Vassom ma v poslednych rokoch vyznamny vplyv na pes-
tovanie slovensko-americkych vztahov. Americki predstavitelia sa totiz pra-
videlne zudastniuju na jej kldcovych podujatiach, akymi st GLOBSEC Bra-
tislava Forum, Tatra Summit a GLOBSEC Chéteau Bel4d Central European
Strategic Forum.

12. februdra 2019 usporiadal GLOBSEC v Bratislave verejné diskusné podujatie
s americkym ministrom zahranié¢nych veci Michaelom R. Pompeom s nazvom
Dedicstvo roku 1989 - Odvaha byt slobodny. Minister Pompeo sa stretol s pub-
likom zloZzenym z mladych slovenskych lidrov a $tudentov, aby vyzdvihol po-
sobivy hospodarsky rast a demokraticky pokrok, ktory krajina dosiahla za
posledné tri desatrocia ako ¢len transatlantického spoloc¢enstva, a diskutoval

o vyzvach a prilezitostiach do buducnosti.

GLOBSEC dlhodobo posobi aj v USA s cielom posilnit partnerstvo medzi USA
a Slovenskom a zaroven aj SirSou Eurépou. M4 tieZ za ciel priviest Stredoe-
uréopanov do USA kvoli lep$iemu vzdjomnému porozumeniu a naslednému
zostladeniu spolo¢nych priorit. GLOBSEC organizuje pravidelné brifingy pre

vladu USA, Senat a Snemovnu reprezentantov a ma silné viizby s ob¢ianskou
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B GLOBSEC and Slovak-American relations

The Slovak non-governmental organization
GLOBSEC, led by Rébert Vass, has played an influential role in cultivating
Slovak-American relations in recent years. Indeed, U.S. officials regularly at-
tend its flagship and strategic events, such as the GLOBSEC Bratislava Forum,
Tatra Summit, and GLOBSEC Chateau Béla Central European Strategic Forum.

On February 12, 2019, GLOBSEC hosted a conversation with U.S. Secretary of
State Michael R. Pompeo in Bratislava entitled The Legacy of 1989: Courage to
be Free. Secretary Pompeo engaged with an audience of young Slovak leaders
and students to consider the impressive economic growth and democratic
progress the country has achieved over the past three decades as a member

of the transatlantic community and discussed the challenges and opportuni-

ties for the future.
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® Prezident Centra pre
eurodpske politické analyzy
W. Mitchell (vpravo)
a zakladatel GLOBSEC-u,
Rébert Vass na konferencii
GLOBSEC-u v Bratislave,
2012.
Foto: Pavol Demes.

® Wess Mitchell, President
of the Center for European
Policy Analysis (R) and
founder of GLOBSEC
Rébert Vass (L) at GLOBSEC

conference, Bratislava, 2012.

Photo: Pavol Demes.

e Byvaly poradca amerického
prezidenta J. Cartera
pre narodnl bezpecnost
Z. Brzezinski na konferencii
GLOBSEC-u, Bratislava 2013.
Foto: archiv GLOBSEC-u.

® Zbigniew Brzezinski,
President Jimmy
Carter's national security
advisor at the GLOBSEC
conference in Bratislava,
2013. Photo: archive
of GLOBSEC.

spolo¢nostou. Medzi jeho partnermi z ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti st napriklad
think tanky Atlanticka rada, Nemecky Marshallov fond USA, Brookings Insti-
tution, Centrum pre strategické a medzinarodné studie (CSIS) a Centrum pre
analyzu eurdpskej politiky (CEPA). GLOBSEC tiez realizoval niekolko projek-
tov zameranych na udrzanie demokracie a boj proti dezinformaciam s Glo-
bal Engagement Center a National Endowment for Democracy.

V roku 2022 zaloZil GLOBSEC vo Washingtone, D. C., samostatnt nadaciu
GLOBSEC U.S. Foundation s cielom rozsirit misiu GLOBSEC-u v Spojenych
Statoch.

Niekolko zaujimavosti z aktivit GLOBSEC-u v USA:

Vjuali 2019 usporiadala Atlanticka rada v spolupraci s GLOBSEC-om vo Washing-

tone, D. C., dvojdiiova konferenciu The United States and Central Europe:
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GLOBSEC has also long been active in the U.S. with the goal of strengthening
the partnership between the U.S. and Slovakia and, with it, the broader Eu-
rope. GLOBSEC has been on a mission to bring Central European stakehold-
ers to the U.S. to make sure that we have a better understanding of each other
and, consequentially, can align on shared priorities. GLOBSEC holds regular
briefings for the U.S. government, Senate, and House of Representatives and
has strong ties with civil society. Among its think tank and civil society part-
ners are the Atlantic Council, the German Marshall Fund of the U.S., Brook-
ings Institution, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),
and the Center for European Policy Analysis (CEPA), to name a few. GLOBSEC
has also implemented several projects focusing on sustaining democracy and
fighting disinformation with the Global Engagement Center and the National
Endowment for Democracy.
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® Americki senatori
J. Barrasso (vlavo)
a J. McCain (vpravo)
s byvalym velvyslancom SR
v USA R. KaCerom
na konferencii GLOBSEC-u
v Bratislave, 2015.
Foto: archiv GLOBSEC-u.

e U.S. Senators John Barrasso
(L) and John McCain
(R) with former Slovak
Ambassador to the United
States Rastislav Kacer at
the GLOBSEC conference,
Bratislava, 2015. Photo:
archive of GLOBSEC.

Byvaly minister vndtornej
bezpecnosti USA M. Chertoff
na konferencii GLOBSEC-u,
Bratislava 2016. Foto: archiv
GLOBSEC-u.

Michael Chertoff, former U.S.
Secretary of Homeland Security
at the GLOBSEC conference,
Bratislava, 2016. Photo: archive
of GLOBSEC.

Celebrating Europe Whole and Free a GLOBSEC - A Global Think Tank: Ideas
Shaping the World, ktord zdoraznila vyznam strednej Eur6py ako motora
transatlantickych vztahov.

K 30. vyroc¢iu padu Zeleznej opony a vzniku demokracii v strednej Eurépe zor-
ganizoval GLOBSEC v New Yorku za téasti prezidentky SR Zuzany Caputovej
konferenciu a slavnostnu ve¢eru s nazvom 30 Years of Democratic Transition
in CEE: Unfinished Business?, ktora sa konala v septembri 2019. Konferencia
sa zamerala na zhodnotenie stic¢asného stavu vztahov medzi USA a strednou
Euro6pou, na vyzvy, ktorym strednd Eurédpa ¢eli v turbulentnom globalnom
prostredi, a na prepojenie verejnych a sikromnych aktérov pri rieSeni tych-
to vyziev. Stcastou galavedera bolo slavnostné odovzdavanie Medaili slobo-
dy. Medaily boli udelené osobnostiam, ktoré sa vyznamnou mierou zasluzili
o slobodu a demokraciu v strednej Euroépe.
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The GLOBSEC U.S. Foundation was officially established in Washington, D.C.,
in 2022 to expand the critical mission of GLOBSEC in the United States.

A few highlights from GLOBSEC’s activities in the U.S.:

In July 2019, Atlantic Council, in cooperation with GLOBSEC, hosted a two-
-day conference, The United States and Central Europe: Celebrating Europe
Whole and Free and GLOBSEC — A Global Think Tank: Ideas Shaping the World
in Washington, D.C., highlighting the importance of Central Europe as an en-

gine of the transatlantic relationship.

On the 30" anniversary of the fall of the Iron Curtain and the establishment
of democracies in Central Europe, GLOBSEC organized a conference and gala
dinner in New York with the participation of Slovak President Caputova,
entitled “30 Years of Democratic Transition in CEE: Unfinished Business?”
that took place in September 2019. The conference focused on assessing the
current state of U.S. — Central European relations, the challenges Central
Europe faces in the disrupted global environment, and on bringing together
public and private actors around the ideas to address these challenges. The
gala dinner featured a presentation ceremony of the Freedom Medals. Med-
als were bestowed upon personalities who have significantly contributed to

freedom and democracy in Central Europe.

On August 12, 2022, a briefing in Washington, D.C., with Generals Ben Hodges
and Curtis M. Scaparrotti on Catalyzing NATO’s Performance Through In-
novation took place. The briefing was part of the Future Security & Defense
Council (FSDC) project aiming to support NATO’s innovation work.
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e Byvald ministerka
zahraniénych veci USA
Madeleine Albrightova
na konferencii GLOBSEC-u,
Bratislava 2016. Foto:
Pavol Demes.

® Madeleine Albright, former
U.S. Secretary of State
at the GLOBSEC conference
in Bratislava, 2016.

Photo: Pavol Demes.

Dria 12. augusta 2022 sa vo Washingtone, D. C., uskuto¢nil brifing s general-
mi Benom Hodgesom a Curtisom M. Scaparrottim o katalyzovani vykonnosti
NATO prostrednictvom inovacii. Brifing bol sucastou projektu Future Securi-
ty & Defence Council (FSDC) zameraného na podporu inova¢nej prace NATO.
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Il 018 Anniversary Year

In 2018, the United States and the Slovak Re-
public celebrated several important anniversaries related to the 100" anni-
versary of the founding of the common state of Slovaks and Czechs, in which
the United States played an important role, and the 25" anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Slovak Republic and the
United States. Slovak immigrants in the United States significantly contrib-
uted to the creation of the new Czecho-Slovak state based on the Cleveland
Agreement (1915), the Pittsburgh Agreement (1918), and the Washington Dec-
laration (1918) with the support of U.S. President Woodrow Wilson.

Slovak Minister of Foreign Affairs Miroslav Laj¢ak and U.S. Ambassador to the
Slovak Republic Adam Sterling unveiled a bust of Woodrow Wilson, sculpted
by artist Vit Bojnansky, on the grounds of the Ministry of Foreign and Euro-
pean Affairs of the Slovak Republic on May 18, 2018.

The main celebration of the 100" anniversary of the signing of the Pittsburgh
Agreement took place in Pittsburgh on May 31, 2018. The meeting was orga-
nized by the honorary consuls of the Slovak and Czech Republics in coopera-
tion with the embassies of both countries to the United States and with the
participation of the Slovak and Czech communities. The Slovak State Secretary
of the Foreign Ministry, Lukas$ Parizek, and the Chairwoman of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the National Assembly of the Slovak Republic, Katarina
Cséfalvayova, took part in this celebration.

On the floor of the House of Representatives on May 16, 2018, Congressman
Emanuel Cleaver II of Missouri delivered an official commemoration and con-
gratulations to mark the 100" anniversary of the Pittsburgh Agreement.

To commemorate these important anniversaries in Slovakia, American diplo-
mats and staff from the U.S. Embassy drove a caravan across Slovakia during
the summer of 2018 visiting 26 towns and cities over the course of 17 days.
The roadshow, “America on Wheels” began on August 13 in Brezova pod Bra-
dlom near Milan Rastislav Stefanik’s birthplace and ended at the celebration
of the 74" anniversary of the Slovak National Uprising in Banska Bystrica.
The traveling exhibit featured an overview of historic milestones between
the U.S. and Slovakia and information about studying in the United States,
exchange programs, and the Summer Work and Travel program for univer-
sity students. Evening programming included screenings of documentaries
and films featuring American actors with Slovak roots.
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® Minister zahrani¢nych veci

a eurdpskych zalezitosti

SR Miroslav Laj¢ak (vlavo)

s velvyslancom USA na
Slovensku Adamom Sterlingom
pocas odhalenia busty
prezidenta USA Woodrowa
Wilsona v areéli MZVaEZ SR pri
prileZitosti 100. vyrocia vzniku
Ceskoslovenska 18. méja 2018.
Foto: Archiv Velvyslanectva USA
na Slovensku.

Slovak Minister of Foreign
Affairs Miroslav Lajcdk (left)
and U.S. Ambassador to the
Slovak Republic Adam Sterling
during the unveiling of a bust of
Woodrow Wilson on the grounds
of the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs of the Slovak
Republic on May 18, 2018.

Photo: Archive of the U.S.
Embassy in Slovakia.

>

Rok 2018, rok vyroci

V roku 2018 sme si pripomenuli niekolko
vyznamnych vyro¢i: 100. vyroéie zaloZenia spolo¢ného statu Slovakov a Ce-
chov, pri ktorom zohrali USA délezitt tlohu, a 25. vyroc¢ie nadviazania diplo-
matickych vztahov medzi SR a USA. Slovenski pristahovalci v USA vyznamnou
mierou prispeli k tomu, Ze na zaklade Clevelandskej dohody (1915) a Pittsbur-
skej dohody (1918), ako aj Washingtonskej deklaracie (1918) bol za podpory
vtedajsieho amerického prezidenta Woodrowa Wilsona vytvoreny novy §tat
Cesko-Slovensko.

Minister Laj¢dk a velvyslanec USA na Slovensku Adam Sterling odhalili 18. maja
2018 v areali MZVaFEZ SR bustu Woodrowovi Wilsonovi. Autorom diela je akade-
micky sochar Vit Bojniansky.
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B \Woodrow Wilson Award Ceremony in Bratislava
and Washington

The newly established Woodrow Wilson award
was a joint project of the U.S. Embassy in Bratislava and the Slovak Embassy
in Washington. The awarding of medals bearing the name of former Ameri-
can President Woodrow Wilson was part of the events commemorating the
100th anniversary of the establishment of the common state of Czechs and
Slovaks, as well as the 25" anniversary of the independent Slovak Republic.
Sculptor Vit Bojnajsky, who created the statue of Woodrow Wilson that sits
on the grounds of the Slovak Foreign Ministry, designed the Woodrow Wilson
award medals.

The U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic, Adam Sterling, awarded Woodrow
Wilson awards to six institutions and individuals who significantly contrib-

uted to the development of Slovak-American relations over the past 25 years
on October 11, 2018. The laureates of this award included: the Partnership
Program of the National Guard of the State of Indiana and the Slovak Armed

e Americky velvyslanec

na Slovensku Adam Sterling
udelil 1. oktébra 2018 ceny
Woodrowa Wilsona piatim
institciam a jednotlivcom,
ktori za ostatnych 25 rokov
vyznamne prispeli k rozvoju
slovensko-americkych vztahov.
Foto: Archiv Velvyslanectva
USA na Slovensku.

The U.S. Ambassador to the
Slovak Republic, Adam Sterling,
awarded the Woodrow Wilson
Award to six institutions and
individuals who significantly
contributed to the development
of Slovak-American relations
since 1993 on October 11, 2018.
Photo: Archive of the U.S.
Embassy in Slovakia.

e Americki diplomati
a zamestnanci Velvyslanectva
USA na Slovensku pocas
sedemnastdnovej roadshow
po Slovensku nazvanej
Amerika na kolesdch,
august 2018. Foto:
Archiv Velvyslanectva USA
na Slovensku.

e U.S. Embassy diplomats
and staff during the 17-day
roadshow through Slovakia
called “America on Wheels”,
August 2018. Photo: Archive
of the U.S. Embassy in
Slovakia.

Hlavnou spomienkovou udalostou pri prileZitosti 100. vyro¢ia podpisania Pitts-
burskej dohody bolo slavnostné podujatie v Pittsburghu dna 31. méaja 2018.
Stretnutie organizovali honorarni konzuli Slovenskej republiky a Ceskej re-
publiky v spolupraci so zastupitelskymi iradmi oboch krajin vo Washingto-
ne a s ucastou slovenskej a ¢eskej komunity. Oficialnu slovensku delegaciu
viedli $tatny tajomnik MZVaEZ SR Lukas Parizek a predsednicka Zahrani¢né-
ho vyboru NR SR Katarina Cséfalvayova.

Na pdéde Snemovne reprezentantov 16. maja 2018 predniesol kongresman
Emauel Cleaver I1. z Missouri oficidlnu spomienku a gratulaciu k 100. vyro¢iu

Pittsburskej dohody.

V snahe pripoment si dolezité vyrodia sa pocas leta americki diplomati a pra-
covnici velvyslanectva vydali karavanom naprie¢ Slovenskom. Pocas 17 dni
navstivili az 26 miest. Roadshow s ndzvom Amerika na kolesdch sa zacala
13. augusta v Brezovej pod Bradlom v regiéne rodiska Milana Rastislava Ste-
fanika a ukoncdila na oslavach 74. vyroc¢ia Slovenského narodného povstania
v Banskej Bystrici. V jednotlivych mestach si navstevnici mohli pozriet pu-
tovnu vystavu, ktord mapovala historické milniky vo vztahoch medzi USA
a Slovenskom, dozvediet sa informdacie o moZnostiach $tudia v Amerike a vy-
mennych programoch a o letnom pracovnom programe pre vysokoskolakov
Summer Work and Travel. Na ve¢ernych stretnutiach s obyvatelmi miest sa
premietali dokumentdarne i hollywoodské filmy s americkymi hereckymi

hviezdami, ktoré maji pévod na Slovensku.
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Forces, the Pontis Foundation, and the Department of British and American
Studies of the University of Pavel Jozef Safarik in Kogice. Medals were also

presented to two individuals, Martin Batora and Pavol Demes.

The Slovak Ambassador to the United States, Ivan Korc¢ok, presented the same
awards to important personalities who contributed to the development of
Slovak-American relations on December 12, 2018. Jan and Marica Vilcek re-
ceived the award for science, art and philanthropy, Mary MacPherson for
supporting young companies in the field of innovation and modern tech-
nologies, hockey player Peter Bondra, finance professor Lubo$ Pastor from
the University of Chicago Booth School of Business, Cecilia Rokusek, Director
of the National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
the long-time leaders of the Friends of Slovakia, including the first U.S. Am-
bassador to the Slovak Republic, Theodore Russell, and the honorary consul
of the Slovak Republic in Pittsburgh, Joseph Senko.

B Bilateral Visits

Assistant Secretary of State for Europe and
Eurasia, A. Wess Mitchell, visited Bratislava in May 2018. He was received
by the State Secretary of the Ministry of Defense Robert Ondrejcsdk, who
highlighted the excellent cooperation between the Slovak Republic and the
United States as a strategic partner and appreciated the active involvement
of the United States in the region of Central and Eastern Europe in the field
of security and defense. He met as well with State Secretary of Foreign and

European Affairs Ivan Korc¢ok, soon to depart for Washington as ambassador.

In the same month, Governor of Indiana Eric Holcomb visited the Slovak Re-
public. Together with the Minister of Economy Peter Ziga he signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding on cooperation between the Government of the
Slovak Republic and the State of Indiana.

Deputy Prime Minister for Investments and Informatization Richard Rasi
spoke at the United Nations in New York in July 2018. He presented a report
on Slovakia’s full range of sustainable development goals and subsequently

met with the management of U. S. Steel in Pittsburgh.
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B Slavnostné odovzdavanie cien Woodrowa Wilsona
v Bratislave a Washingtone

Novoustanovena cena bola spolo¢nym pro-
jektom Velvyslanectva USA v Bratislave a Velvyslanectva SR vo Washingtone.
Odovzdavanie vyznamenani nesicich meno niekdajsieho amerického prezi-
denta Wilsona bolo suc¢astou podujati pripominajucich 100. vyro¢ie vzniku
spoloéného §tatu Cechov a Slovakov, ako aj 25. vyro¢ia vzniku samostatne;j
Slovenskej republiky. Medaily ceny Woodrowa Wilsona navrhol akademicky
sochar Vit Bojnajsky, ktory je tiez autorom sochy tejto historickej osobnosti
umiestnenej v priestoroch MZVaEZ SR.

Americky velvyslanec na Slovensku Adam Sterling udelil ceny Woodrowa Wil-
sona 11. oktébra 2018 piatim in$titiciam a jednotlivcom, ktori za ostatnych
25 rokov vyznamne prispeli k rozvoju slovensko-americkych vztahov. Laure-
atmi tejto ceny sa stali instittacie Partnersky program Narodnej gardy $tatu
Indiana a Ozbrojenych sil SR, Nadacia Pontis, Katedra britskych a americ-
kych studii Univerzity Pavla Jozefa Safarika v Kogiciach a jednotlivci Martin
Butora a Pavol Demes.

Velvyslanec SR v USA Ivan Kor¢ok odovzdal 12. decembra 2018 na péde am-
basady vo Washingtone rovnaké ocenenia vyznamnym osobnostiam, ktoré sa
pric¢inili o rozvoj slovensko-americkych vztahov. Cenu ziskali manzelia Vilce-
kovci za vedu, umenie a filantropiu, Mary MacPherson za podporu mladych
firiem v oblasti inovacii a modernych technologii, hokejista Peter Bondra,
profesor financii Lubo§ Pastor na Booth School of Business, su¢asti Universi-
ty of Chicago, Cecilia Rokusek, riaditelka Narodného ¢eského a slovenského
muzea a kniZnice v meste Cedar Rapids v §tate Iowa, organizacia Friends of
Slovakia s jej dlhoro¢nymi veducimi predstavitelmi prvym velvyslancom USA
v SR Theodorom Russellom a honorarnym konzulom SR Josephom Senkom.
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State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Defense Rébert Ondrejcsak held work-
ing meetings in Norfolk and Washington on June 19-22, 2018. Questions on
the current capabilities of NATO member states resonated at the meetings. In
this context, State Secretary Ondrejcsak spoke about the preparation of the
Security Strategy of the Slovak Republic, the Defense Strategy of the Slovak
Republic, and the long-term Defense Development Plan with an emphasis on
the building and development of the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic
until 2030. The partners agreed on the urgent need for defense against cyber
and hybrid threats at the national and NATO level.

The President of the Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska, participated in the Sep-
tember 2018 UN General Assembly in New York, accompanied by Foreign
Minister Miroslav Lajéak. The President’s program included an appearance
at the “Forbes 100 + 100 Years of Innovation” event and meetings with rep-
resentatives of Slovak, Czech and American companies. The President’s visit
continued in Chicago, where he visited the University of Chicago and Bene-
dictine University and met with compatriots. To commemorate the 100* an-
niversary of the founding of the Czechoslovak Republic, the president laid

a wreath at the local monument to Tomas G. Masaryk.
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e Slovensky minister

zahranicia Miroslav Laj¢ak
rokoval 14. novembra 2018
vo Washingtone so svojim
americkym rezortnym
partnerom Mikom
Pompeom. Foto: Archiv
MZVaEZ SR.

Slovak Foreign Minister
Miroslav Lajédk held talks in
Washington, D.C,, with U.S.
Secretary of State Michael
R. Pompeo on November 14,
2018. Photo: Archive of the
Slovak Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs.

B Bilateralne navstevy

V maji 2018 uskuto¢nil navstevu Bratislavy
namestnik ministra zahrani¢nych veci USA pre Eurépu Wess Mitchell. Pri-
jal ho $tatny tajomnik MO SR Rébert Ondrejcsék, ktory vyzdvihol vybornu
spolupriacu medzi SR a USA ako strategickym spojencom a ocenil aktivne
zapojenie USA v regione strednej a vychodnej Eurdpy v oblasti bezpe¢nosti
a obrany. Stretol sa aj so Statnym tajomnikom rezortu diplomacie Ivanom
Kor¢okom, ktory ¢oskoro nato odcestoval do Washingtonu za velvyslanca SR
v Spojenych $tatoch.

V maji 2018 sa uskutocnila aj navsteva guvernéra Indiany Erica Holcomba
v SR, pocas ktorej bolo podpisané Memorandum o porozumeni pri spolupra-

ci medzi vlddou SR a §tatom Indiana.

Podpredseda vlady SR pre investicie a informatizaciu Richard Rasi vystupil
v juli 2018 na pode OSN v New Yorku, kde predstavil spravu o plneni cielov
udrzatelného rozvoja zo strany Slovenska. Nasledne sa stretol s vedenim U. S.
Steel v Pittsburghu.

Statny tajomnik MO SR Rébert Ondrejcsak uskuto¢nil v diioch 19. - 22. juna
2018 pracovné rokovania v Norfolku a Washingtone. Na stretnutiach rezono-
vali otazky aktualnych sposobilosti ¢lenskych krajin NATO. Robert Ondrej-
csdk v tejto savislosti hovoril o priprave Bezpetnostnej stratégie SR, Obran-
nej stratégie SR a Dlhodobého planu rozvoja obrany s dérazom na vystavbu
a rozvoj Ozbrojenych sil SR do roku 2030. Partneri sa zhodli na urgentnej
potrebe obrany proti kybernetickym a hybridnym hrozbam na narodnej aj

alian¢nej Grovni.

Prezident SR Andrej Kiska sa v septembri 2018 zti¢astnil na Valnom zhro-
mazdeni OSN v New Yorku. Sprevadzal ho minister Miroslav Lajéak. Sti¢as-
tou sprievodného programu prezidenta bolo vystupenie na podujati Forbes
100 + 100 Years of Innovation a stretnutia so zastupcami vyznamnych sloven-
skych, ¢eskych a americkych firiem. Pracovna cesta prezidenta pokracovala
v Chicagu, kde navstivil Chicagskt univerzitu a Benediktinsku univerzitu
a stretol sa s krajanmi. Pri prileZitosti 100. vyro¢ia vzniku Ceskoslovenskej
republiky polozil prezident veniec k miestnemu paméitniku T. G. Masaryka.

Minister zahrani¢nych veci a eurdpskych zalezitosti Slovenskej republiky
Miroslav Lajé¢ak 14. novembra 2018 rokoval vo Washingtone s americkym
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Foreign Minister Miroslav Laj¢ak held talks in Washington with Secretary of
State Michael R. Pompeo on November 14, 2018. Lajéak informed his counter-
part about the fulfillment of Alliance commitments from the NATO summit
in Wales and delivered a status update on the modernization projects of the
Slovak Armed Forces. The ministers devoted a significant part of the discus-
sion to the situation in Ukraine, in connection with the upcoming presiden-
cy of the Slovak Republic in the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE). Laj¢ak assured his American partner that the stabilization
of the situation with Ukraine would be a central element of the upcoming
Slovak presidency of the OSCE in 2019.

Minister Laj¢ak, also signed a bilateral Memorandum of Understanding for in-
ternational development cooperation between the government of the United
States, acting through the development agency USAID, and the Ministry of
Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic. By signing the memoran-
dum, both countries launched practical cooperation through joint projects in
the Western Balkans region and in the countries of the Eastern Partnership.

On December 12, 2018, Minister of Defense Peter Gajdos finalized the purchase
of fourteen of the newest model of American F-16 fighter jets. The total price of
the aircraft, considering the costs of ten years of operation and training, will
likely exceed two billion Euros. This is the largest military purchase since the
establishment of Slovakia. The signing ceremony took place at the Govern-
ment Office with Prime Minister Peter Pellegrini, U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State John J. Sullivan, and Ana Wugofski, Vice-President of Lockheed Martin
Corporation in attendance.
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rezortnym partnerom Mikom Pompeom. Miroslav Laj¢ak informoval rezort-
ného kolegu o plneni alianénych zavizkov zo samitu NATO vo Walese a pribli-
zil aktualny stav modernizaénych projektov Ozbrojenych sil SR.

Ministri venovali zna¢nu cast diskusie situdcii na Ukrajine, a to v stvislosti
s nadchadzajucim predsednictvom SR v Organizacii pre bezpec¢nost a spo-
lupracu v Eurépe (OBSE). Miroslav Lajédk ubezpedil Mika Pompea, Ze prave
stabilizacia situdcie u nasho vychodného suseda bude ustrednym prvkom nad-
chadzajuceho slovenského predsednictva OBSE v roku 2019.

Séf slovenskej diplomacie Miroslav Lajédk podpisal bilaterdlne memorandum
o porozumeni v oblasti medzinarodnej rozvojovej spoluprace medzi vladou
Spojenych Statov konajucou prostrednictvom Agentury Spojenych §tatov ame-
rickych pre medzinarodny rozvoj (USAID) a Ministerstvom zahrani¢nych veci
a eur6pskych zalezitosti SR. Podpisom memoranda obe krajiny spustili prak-
ticku spolupracu prostrednictvom spolo¢nych projektov v regidéne zapadné-
ho Balkanu a v krajinach Vychodného partnerstva.

Vyznamny moment v rdmci nasej obrannej spoluprace nastal 12. decembra
2018, ked minister obrany SR Peter Gajdo$ podpisal zmluvu na ndkup $trnas-
tich americkych stihacdiek F-16 v najmodernejsej verzii. Celkova cena lietadiel
po zapocitani nakladov na desatro¢nt prevadzku a vycvik zrejme presiahne
dve miliardy eur. Ide o najvicsi vojensky nakup od vzniku SR. Slavnostny pod-
pis prebehol na Urade vlady SR, pritomny bol aj premiér SR Peter Pellegrini,
namestnik ministra zahrani¢nych veci USA John J. Sullivan a Ana Wugofski,
viceprezidentka spolo¢nosti Lockheed Martin Corporation, vyrobcu lietadiel.

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC 123



Il Vike Pompeo in Slovakia, Peter Pellegrini

in the White House, and Zuzana Caputova
Elected to the Presidency

In 2019, Slovakia was very actively involved
in international diplomacy as the chair of the Visegrad Group (V4), the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the Organiza-
tion for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Ministerial Coun-
cil. Two high-level bilateral visits took place, and on June 15, 2019, the first
woman - Zuzana Caputova - was inaugurated as President of the Slovak Re-

public. On August 20, she received the new U.S. Ambassador Bridget A. Brink

who presented her credentials.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visited Slovakia on February 12, 2019. He
was the first high-ranking representative of the U.S. government to pay an

official visit to Slovakia since 2005, when President George W. Bush visited *

Bratislava. Pompeo began his visit with a conversation with President Andrej
Kiska, then held talks with Prime Minister Peter Pellegrini and Minister of

Foreign Affairs Miroslav Lajc¢ak.
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Séf americkej diplomacie Mike
Pompeo zacal oficialnu navstevu
Slovenska 12. februara 2019
rozhovorom so slovenskym
prezidentom Andrejom Kiskom.
Foto: Archiv Velvyslanectva

USA na Slovensku.

The U.S. Secretary of State

Mike Pompeo began his visit to
Slovakia with a conversation
with President Andrej Kiska on
February 12, 2019. Photo: Archive
of the U.S. Embassy in Slovakia.

e Velvyslankyria USA
Bridget A. Brinkova pocas
odovzdavania poverovacich
listin prezidentke SR Zuzane
Caputovej 20. augusta 20719.
Foto: Archiv Kancelarie
prezidenta SR.

® The U.S. Ambassador
to the Slovak Republic
Bridget A. Brink presenting
her credentials to Slovak
President Zuzana Caputovd
on August 20, 2019. Photo:
Archive of the Presidential
Office of the SR.

Mike Pompeo na Slovensku, Peter Pellegrini
v Bielom dome a Zuzana Caputové prezidentkou

Slovensko sa v roku 2019 velmi aktivne an-
gazovalo v medzinarodnej diplomacii - ako predsednicka krajina v troch zo-
skupeniach: V4, OBSE a ministerskej rade OECD. Doslo aj k dvom kltu¢ovym
slovensko-americkym navstevam na vysokej drovni a 15. juna bola inaugu-
rovand za prezidentku SR prva Zena - Zuzana Caputova. Prezidentka prijala
20. augusta 2019 na nastupnej audiencii nova velvyslankyrnu USA Bridget
A. Brinkovd, ktora jej odovzdala poverovacie listiny.

Séf americkej diplomacie Mike Pompeo navstivil Slovensko 12. februara 2019.
Bol prvym vysokopostavenym predstavitelom americkej vlady, ktory prisiel
na oficidlnu navstevu SR od roku 2005, ked Bratislavu navstivil prezident

il

* 3 s |
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On May 3, the Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic, Peter Pellegrini, was re-
ceived by U.S. President Donald Trump at the White House. The meeting, which
was also attended by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, the President’s National
Security Adviser John Bolton, the President’s Trade and Industry Adviser Pe-
ter Navarro, Deputy Defense Secretary David Norquist, and other prominent
members of the U.S. administration, was dominated by the topics of defense
and security, strengthening transatlantic cooperation, trade relations be-
tween the U.S. and the EU, as well as investments and energy.

Minister Miroslav Lajé¢ak visited Washington several times in 2019. In April,
he participated in the conference of NATO foreign ministers and in May and
July he visited Washington in the capacity of the Slovak Presidency in the
OSCE. In October he held talks with his American counterpart, Secretary
Pompeo, focused on the conflict in Ukraine, the integration process of the
Western Balkans, and the current state of transatlantic cooperation in the
context of the upcoming meeting of NATO leaders in London.

In June 2019, General Tod D. Wolters, Supreme Allied Commander Europe
(SACEUR) and Commander of U.S. Forces in Europe visited Slovakia where he spo-
ke at the annual GLOBSEC conference and conducted bilateral engagements.

U.S. Acting Assistant Secretary of State Philip Reeker participated in an infor-
mal July 2019 meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the OSCE participat-
ing states in the High Tatras.

President Caputova spoke at the UN General Assembly in September 2019 and
participated in the event, 30 Years of Democratic Transition in CEE: Unfin-
ished Business?, which was organized by the Slovak think tank GLOBSEC.
She also participated at the Slovak Heritage Festival in New Jersey.

In the presence of Prime Minister Peter Pellegrini and Minister Miroslav
Lajc¢ak, the new building of the Consulate General of the Slovak Republic in
New York was dedicated on December 10, 2019. Slovakia thus received a sepa-
rate building owned by the state, which can serve the citizens of the Slovak
Republic, entrepreneurs, and Slovak compatriots in the largest American city.
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Predsedu vlady SR Petra
Pellegriniho prijal 3. maja
2019 v Bielom dome
prezident USA Donald Trump.
Foto: Biely dom.

Slovak Prime Minister
Peter Pellegrini welcomed
by President Donald Trump
at the White House

on May 3, 2019. Photo:

The White House.

>

George W. Bush. Mike Pompeo zacdal nav§tevu rozhovorom s prezidentom An-
drejom Kiskom, potom rokoval s predsedom vlady Petrom Pellegrinim a s mi-
nistrom zahrani¢nych veci a eurépskych zalezitosti Miroslavom Laj¢akom.
Coskoro nato, 3. méja 2019, prijal predsedu vlady SR Petra Pellegriniho v Bie-
lom dome prezident USA Donald Trump. Stretnutiu, na ktorom sa zudastnil
aj minister zahrani¢nych veci USA Mike Pompeo, poradca prezidenta pre na-
rodnu bezpe¢nost John Bolton, poradca prezidenta pre obchod a priemysel
Peter Navarro, nimestnik ministra obrany David Norquist a dal$i vyznamni
¢lenovia administrativy USA, dominovali najmé témy obrany a bezpecnosti,
posiltiovanie transatlantickej spoluprace, obchodné vztahy medzi USA a EU,
ako aj investicie a energetika.

Minister Miroslav Laj¢ak navstivil Washington v roku 2019 opakovane. V aprili
to bola ucast na slavnostnom zasadnuti ministrov zahrani¢nych veci ¢len-
skych krajin NATO pri prilezitosti 70. vyro¢ia podpisu Washingtonskej zmlu-
vy, v méji a juli islo o $tandardné pracovné cesty najmai z titulu predsednictva
SR v OBSE. 22. okt6bra minister Laj¢ak rokoval so svojim americkym rezort-
nym partnerom Mikom Pompeom. Ministri sa venovali najméi konfliktu
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Il The COVID-19 Pandemic, the 2020 U.S. Election, and

a Change of Government in the Slovak Republic

2020 was exceptional in terms of the unex-
pected and unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, which fundamentally im-
pacted the health, social and economic situation in the U.S. and Europe, and
especially in Slovakia. The pandemic influenced social activity, and com-
munication largely shifted to the online space. Both countries helped each
other in the repatriation of their citizens, and in the U.S. there was a record-
-breaking rapid development of effective vaccines against this potentially
deadly infection, which helped to suppress the disease.

At a time when Slovakia was hit by a difficult health situation, there was

a change of government.

In March 2020, the cabinet of Peter Pellegrini was replaced by the coalition
government of Igor Matovi¢. On April 7, 2020, U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo made a congratulatory phone call to the new Prime Minister of the
Slovak Republic.

Experienced diplomat Ivan Kor¢ok was called from the ambassador’s post in
Washington to become the Minister of Foreign Affairs. After a short manda-
tory quarantine, and appointment by President Caputova, he took up his

position on April 8 and led the ministry through difficult conditions.

During meetings with American partners, Minister Korc¢ok appealed to the
need for regular dialogue between the U.S. and the EU stating, “Our relations
are undergoing a serious test; we must not drift apart despite the fact that we
have different opinions on several issues. It must be remembered that there
is not a single problem or conflict in the world that does not concern the E.U.
and the United States together. Therefore, we need to communicate more
and strive for joint solutions. Only in this way can we deal with the dramati-
cally changing international environment and maintain the position of the
West on the global stage in relation to those who want to fundamentally turn
it to their advantage. This is the essence of why the U.S. and the EU need each
other today more than ever.”

The United States remains a key defense partner of Slovakia. On April 28, 2020,

State Secretary of Ministry of Defense Marian Majer informed U.S. Deputy
Secretary of Defense for European and NATO policy, Michael C. Ryan, about
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® Za (casti predsedu vlady SR

Petra Pellegriniho (treti sprava)
a ministra zahrani¢nych vecf
a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR
Miroslava Laj¢aka (Stvrty
sprava) bola 10. decembra
2019 v New Yorku slavnostne
inaugurovana nova budova
Generalneho konzulatu SR.
Foto: Archiv MZVaEZ SR.

In the presence of Prime
Minister Peter Pellegrini

(third to the right) and Minister
Miroslav Lajcdk (fourth to the
right), the new building of

the Consulate General of the
Slovak Republic in New York
was dedicated on December
10, 2019. Photo: Archive of the
Slovak Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs.
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na Ukrajine, integra¢nému procesu krajin zapadného Balkanu a zhodno-
tili sudasny stav transatlantickej spoluprace v kontexte nadchadzajuceho
stretnutiu lidrov ¢lenskych krajin NATO v Londyne.

V juni 2019 navstivil Slovensko general Tod D. Wolters, najvyssi velitel spoje-
neckych sil v Eurépe (SACEUR) a zaroven velitel sil USA v Eurépe. Vystupil na
konferencii GLOBSEC-u a uskuto¢nil bilaterdlnu navstevu SR.

Namestnik ministra zahrani¢nych veci USA Philip Reeker sa zui¢astnil v jali
2019 na neformalnom stretnuti ministrov zahrani¢nych veci uéastnickych
Statov OBSE vo Vysokych Tatrach.

Prezidentka Zuzana Caputova vystupila v septembri 2019 na Valnom zhro-
mazdeni OSN. V New Yorku sa ztcastnila aj na podujati 30 Years of Democra-
tic Transition in CEE: Unfinished Business?, ktoré zorganizoval slovensky
think tank GLOBSEC. Na zaver vystupila aj na krajanskom vyro¢nom Festiva-
le slovenského dediéstva v New Jersey.

Za Gcasti predsedu vlady Petra Pellegriniho a ministra Miroslava Lajé¢aka bola
10. decembra 2019 slavnostne inaugurovana nova budova Generalneho kon-
zulatu SR v New Yorku. Slovensko sa tak doc¢kalo samostatnej budovy vo vlast-
nictve $tatu, ktora moze slazit obéanom SR, podnikatelom, ako aj krajanom
v najvac¢Som meste USA.
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this during a telephone conversation. They also spoke about the moderniza-
tion of the Slovak Armed Forces. The new leadership of the Ministry sought
to achieve stability and predictability of defense spending with the ambition
of 2% of GDP and at least 20% spent on modernization from 2024. Majer pre-
sented his U.S. partner with the priorities of the government’s program state-
ment as well as the involvement of the Ministry of Defense and the Slovak
Armed Forces in the fight against Covid-19 and related measures.

Due to the pandemic, only two significant American visitors came to Slovakia
in 2020. Secretary of Commerce for the State of Indiana Jim Schellinger vis-
ited Bratislava in January 2020 to discuss further business cooperation with
Slovakia. At the beginning of September 2020, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Matthew Boyse came on a working visit here he negotiated with Foreign
Minister Ivan Kor¢ok, the Minister of Defense Jaroslav Nad and the Minister
of Finance Eduard Heger. He also visited the National Security Office.

Slovak Minister of Foreign Affairs Ivan Kor¢ok held talks with U.S. Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo in Washington on October 22, 2020. At the meeting,
the ministers initiated the launch of a strategic dialogue between the Slovak
Republic and the United States, with the goal of intensifying and expanding
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e Slovensky velvyslanec

Ivan Korc¢ok s manzelkou
Soriou po odovzdani
poverovacich listin
prezidentovi USA
Donaldovi Trumpovi

18. septembra 2018.

Foto: Biely dom.

Slovak Ambassador to the
United States Ivan Korcok
and his wife Soria after
presenting his credentials
to President Donald Trump
on September 18, 2018.
Photo: The White House.
<

Prepuknutie pandémie COVID-19, volebny rok v USA |1

a zmena vlady v SR

Rok 2020 bol vynimoé¢ny z hladiska neoca-
kavanej a bezprecedentnej pandémie COVID-19, ktora mala zdsadny dopad
na zdravotnu, socidlnu a ekonomicku situaciu v globalnom meradle. Pandé-
mia utlmila stykovu ¢innost a komunikacia sa vo velkej miere presunula do
online priestoru. Obe krajiny si pomahali v repatriacii ob¢anov a v USA do-
$lo k rekordne rychlemu vyvoju u¢innych vakcin proti tomuto smrtiacemu
ochoreniu, ktoré dopomohli k potla¢eniu ochorenia.

V dase, ked Slovensko postihla zloZita zdravotna situdcia, doslo k zmene vlady.
Kabinet Petra Pellegriniho striedala v marci 2020 koali¢na vlada Igora Mato-
vic¢a. Dna 7. aprila 2020 sa uskuto¢nil gratula¢ny telefonat ministra zahranic-
nych veci USA Mika Pompea novému premiérovi SR Igorovi Matovicovi. Za
ministra zahranicia bol povolany z velvyslaneckého postu vo Washingtone
sktseny diplomat Ivan Koréok. Po kratkej povinnej karanténe sa po meno-
vani prezidentkou Zuzanou Caputovou ujima 8. aprila svojej funkcie a vedie
rezort v mimoriadne naro¢nych podmienkach.

Séf slovenskej diplomacie na stretnutiach s americkymi partnermi apeloval
na potrebu pravidelného dialégu medzi USA a EU. V tejto suvislosti uviedol:
»Nase vztahy prechadzajd vaznou skuskou, nesmieme sa vzdalovat napriek
tomu, Ze mame odli§né nazory na viaceré otazky. Treba si uvedomit, Ze niet
jediného problému ¢&i konfliktu vo svete, ktory by sa netykal spolo¢ne EU
a USA. Preto musime viac komunikovat a usilovat o spolo¢né riesenia. Len
tak sa vysporiadame s dramaticky sa meniacim medzindrodnym prostredim
a udrzime postavenie Zapadu na globalnej scéne vo vztahu k tym, ktori ho
chcud zadsadne obratit vo svoj prospech. Toto je podstata toho, pre¢o sa USA
a EU potrebuju dnes viac ako kedykolvek doteraz.“

Spojené Staty americké zostavaju kla¢ovym partnerom SR v oblasti obrany.
Dria 28. aprila 2020 o tom informoval pocas telefonického rokovania §tat-
ny tajomnik MO SR Marian Majer zastupcu ministra obrany USA pre eurdp-
sku politiku a politiku NATO Michaela C. Ryana. Hovorili aj o modernizacii
Ozbrojenych sil SR. Nové vedenie rezortu chce dosiahnut stabilitu a pred-
vidatelnost vydavkov na obranu s ambiciou 2 % HDP a minimalne 20 % vyna-
lozenych na modernizaciu od roku 2024. Majer partnerovi predstavil priority
pripravovaného programového vyhlasenia vlady, ako aj zapojenie rezortu
obrany a Ozbrojenych sil SR do boja proti pandémii COVID-19 a s tym suvi-
siace opatrenia.
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bilateral relations and mutual cooperation, including security and defense,
energy, strategic communication, and the fight against cyber threats and dis-
information. The agreement in this area was signed by Assistant Secretary of
State Philip Reeker and the Political Director at the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs of the Slovak Republic Roman Buzek. Minister Kor¢ok and
Secretary Pompeo signed the joint declaration of the Slovak Republic and the
United States on 5G network security.

During this visit, on the 105" anniversary of the signing of the Cleveland
Agreement, Minister Kor¢ok also laid a wreath on the grave of the prominent
Slovak politician and diplomat Stefan Osusky, which is located in Washing-
ton’s Oak Hill Cemetery.

President Zuzana Caputova congratulated Joe Biden on his victory in the
presidential elections on November 8, 2020: “Congratulations to Joe Biden! Al-
though the official results of the elections have not yet been announced, every-
thing indicates that the Americans have chosen the path of reconciliation and
stability from the two offered paths.” The President further expressed hope
that the future American president will contribute to the further strength-
ening of transatlantic unity and alliance, to the deepening of cooperation
between the U.S. and the EU, and to the involvement and leadership of the
United States on the issue of climate change.
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Minister zahrani¢nych veci

a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR
Ivan Korc¢ok podpisal

22. oktébra 2020

vo Washingtone s ministrom
zahranic¢ia USA Mikom
Pompeom Spolo¢né vyhlasenie
SR a USA k bezpecnosti sieti
piatej generacie (5G).

Foto: Archiv MZVaEZ SR.
Slovak Minister of Foreign
Affairs Ivan Korcok (left)

and U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo signed the joint
declaration of the Slovak
Republic and the United States
on 5G network security

in Washington, D.C,, on
October 22, 2020. Photo:
Archive of the Slovak Ministry

of Foreign and European Affairs.

<«

Z dovodu pandémie v roku 2020 zavitali na Slovensko len dve vyznamné ame-
rické navstevy. Minister obchodu $tatu Indiana Jim Schellinger navstivil
Bratislavu v januari 2020, aby rokoval o dal$ej obchodnej spoluprace so SR. Za-
¢iatkom septembra 2020 navstivil Slovensko zastupca statneho tajomnika mi-
nistra zahrani¢nych veci USA pre eurdpske a euroazijské zalezitosti Matthew
Boyse. Pocas pracovnej navstevy rokoval s ministrom zahrani¢nych veci a eu-
répskych zalezitosti SR Ivanom Kor¢okom, ministrom obrany SR Jaroslavom
Nadom a ministrom financii SR Eduardom Hegerom. Navstivil tiez Narodny

bezpeénostny trad.

Minister Ivan Kor¢ok navstivil USA a rokoval 22. oktébra 2020 vo Washingtone
s ministrom zahrani¢nych veci USA Mikom Pompeom. Ministri na stretnuti
iniciovali spustenie tzv. strategického dialégu medzi SR a USA, ktory ponu-
ka moZnost zintenzivnenia a roz$irenia dvojstrannych vztahov a vzajomnej
spoluprace vo viacerych oblastiach vratane bezpecnosti a obrany, energetiky,
strategickej komunikacie a boja proti kybernetickym hrozbam a dezinforma-
cidm. Dohodu v tejto oblasti podpisali ndmestnik ministra zahrani¢nych veci
USA pre eurdpske a euroazijské zalezitosti Philip Reeker a generalny riaditel
Politickej sekcie MZVaEZ SR Roman Buzek. Minister Ivan Koréok podpisal
s ministrom Mikom Pompeom Spolo¢né vyhlasenie SR a USA k bezpe¢nosti
sieti piatej generacie (5G).

Pocas tejto cesty minister Ivan Koréok polozil pri prilezitosti 105. vyrocia
podpisu Clevelandskej dohody veniec na hrob vyznamného slovenského po-
litika a diplomata Stefana Osuského, ktory sa nachadza na washingtonskom
cintorine Oak Hill.

Dna 8. novembra 2020 gratulovala Joeovi Bidenovi k vitazstvu v prezident-
skych volbach prezidentka Zuzana Caputova: ,Gratulujem Joeovi Bidenovi!
Hoci este nie su vyhldsené oficidalne vysledky volieb, vetko nasvedcuje tomu, Ze
Americ¢ania si vybrali z dvoch ponuknutych ciest cestu zmierenia a stability.“
Prezidentka dalej vyslovila nadej, Ze buduci americky prezident prispeje
k dalsiemu posiliiovaniu transatlantickej jednoty a spojenectva, k prehibe-
niu spoluprace medzi USA a EU, k angaZovaniu sa a liderstvu Spojenych $ta-
tov v otazke klimatickej zmeny.
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Il The Inauguration of President Joe Biden,

the Defense Cooperation Agreement (DCA),
and the Outbreak of War in Ukraine

Joseph R. Biden took the oath of office on
January 21, 2020 and became the 46" President of the United States follow-
ing a polarizing campaign, questions over the outcome of the election, and
a dramatic riot at the U.S. Capitol on January 6. Slovak political elites and the
public mostly accepted this change with great satisfaction. President Biden
pledged to strengthen transatlantic relations and U.S. leadership on impor-
tant global issues.

Because of the pandemic, Slovak Ambassador to the United States Radovan

Javor¢ik presented his credentials in writing on January 18, 2021.

In Slovakia, on January 28, 2021, the new Security Strategy of the Slovak Re-
public was approved by the National Council of the Slovak Republic. The docu-
ment states that global security has deteriorated in several respects, which
has a direct impact on the security and resilience of the Slovak Republic. The
threats and challenges we face are increasingly complex, interconnected,
more immediate and have greater implications for our security. The security
strategy recalls that the global pandemic has made some of our vulnerabili-
ties visible. At the same time, it accelerated and deepened the already existing
trends of weakening multilateralism, renewed geopolitical rivalry, assertive
pursuit of individual interests, and continued instability in Europe’s neigh-
borhood and regional crises in the world. It names the United States as a stra-

tegic transatlantic ally of Slovakia in NATO.

The U.S. Civil-Military Cooperation Team operating in Martin delivered a do-
nation from the United States Embassy intended for all of Martin’s elemen-
tary schools in February 2021. The gift included 245 ozone generators worth
$75,000, which were supposed to contribute to slowing down and preventing
the spread of the COVID-19 disease. State Secretary of the Ministry of Defense
Marian Majer took part in the ceremonial event in the premises of Aurel

Stodola Elementary School in Zaturcie (part of the city of Martin).

Commemoration of the 17" anniversary of Slovakia’s accession to NATO took
place on March 29, 2021. On this occasion, the U.S. Embassy in Slovakia, in co-
operation with the Ministry of Defense and the Air Force of the Armed Forces
of the Slovak Republic, presented a short video that captures the training of
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N4stup prezidenta Joea Bidena, Dohoda o obrannej I

spolupréci (DCA) medzi USA a SR a prepuknutie
vojny na Ukrajine (2021 - 2022)

Zaciatkom roka 2021 bola udalostou celosve-
tového vyznamu vymena v Bielom dome. Po polarizujucej kampani, spochyb-
novani vysledku volieb a dramatickom utoku rozvasneného davu 6. januara
na Kapitol zlozil 21. janudara slub Joe Biden a stal sa 46. prezidentom USA. Slo-
venské politické elity i verejnost prijali tuto zmenu vo velkej vdésine s uspo-
kojenim. Prezident Biden prislubil, Ze posilni transatlantické vztahy a lider-
stvo USA v dolezitych globalnych témach.

Velvyslanec Radovan Javor¢ik odovzdal 18. januara 2021 poverovacie listiny
pisomnou formou, a to z dévodu pandémie.

Na Slovensku doslo 28. januara 2021 po 16 rokoch k schvaleniu novej Bezpe¢-
nostnej stratégie SR v Narodnej rade SR. Dokument konstatuje, Ze globalna
bezpec¢nost sa vo viacerych ohladoch zhorsila, ¢o ma priamy dosah na bezpe¢-
nost a odolnost SR. Hrozby a vyzvy, ktorym ¢elime, su ¢oraz zlozitejsie, previa-
zanejsie, bezprostrednejsie a maju vicsie dosledky na nasu bezpecnost. Bez-
petnostna stratégia pripomina, ze globdlna pandémia zviditelnila niektoré
nage zranitelnosti. Zaroven urychlila a prehibila uz existujtce trendy oslabo-
vania multilateralizmu, obnoveného geopolitického stiperenia, asertivneho
presadzovania individualnych zaujmov a pokracujicej nestability v sused-
stve Eurdpy a regiondlnych kriz vo svete. USA pomenuva ako strategického
transatlantického spojenca SR v NATO.

Vo februari 2021 Americky tim pre civilno-vojensku spolupracu, ktory péso-
bil v Martine, odovzdal dar Velvyslanectva Spojenych §tatov americkych ur-
¢eny pre vSetky martinské zdkladné gkoly. I8lo o 245 ozénovych generatorov
v hodnote 75-tisic USD, ktoré mali prispiet k spomaleniu a zamedzeniu $ire-
nia ochorenia COVID-19. Na slavnostnom podujati v priestoroch Zakladnej
8koly Aurela Stodolu v Martine-Zaturdi sa zac¢astnil $tatny tajomnik rezortu
obrany Marian Majer.

29. marca 2021 sme si pripomenuli 17. vyro¢ie vstupu SR do NATO. Pri tejto
prilezitosti Velvyslanectvo USA na Slovensku v spolupraci s Ministerstvom
obrany SR a Vzdu$nymi silami Ozbrojenych sil SR predstavilo kratke video,
ktoré zachytava vycvik pilotov nadzvukovych stihacich lietadiel F-16. Slovenski
piloti maju jedineénd moznost nadobudat poznatky priamo od skisenych
americkych kolegov.
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F-16 supersonic fighter jet pilots. Through this program, Slovak pilots have
a unique opportunity to acquire knowledge directly from experienced Ameri-

can counterparts.

Throughout the year, the Slovak Ministries of Defense and Foreign Affairs, un-
der the leadership of Jaroslav Nad and Ivan Korcok, worked intensively on the
preparation of the Defense Cooperation Agreement (DCA) between the gov-
ernment of the Slovak Republic and the government of the United States. The
process of preparing and approving this document caused an unprecedented
wave of sharp internal political disputes and the spread of anti-American rhet-
oric in the wider society. The communication space was flooded with disin-
formation, which spread fears about the loss of Slovakia’s sovereignty, the
placement of American nuclear weapons on our territory, the impunity of
American soldiers, and the U.S. coming closer to Russia. Leaders in both Slo-

vakia and the United States strongly refuted these disinformation narratives.
In August 2021, following the fall of Kabul, Afghanistan to the Taliban, the

United States and Slovakia worked closely to coordinate the extraction of more
than 50 Slovak nationals and Afghans with close ties to Slovakia before the

EEmy
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e Slovensky velvyslanec

Radovan Javorcik pocas
stretnutia s prezidentom
USA Joeom Bidenom

v Bielom dome 13. jiina 2022.

Foto: Biely dom.

Slovak Ambassador to the
United States Radovan
Javorcik during his meeting
with President Joe Biden

in the White House

on June 13, 2022. Photo:
The White House.

<

V roku 2021 slovenské rezorty obrany a zahrani¢ia pod vedenim Jaroslava
Nada a Ivana Kor¢oka obnovili rokovania na priprave Dohody o spolupraci
v oblasti obrany (DCA) medzi vladou Slovenskej republiky a vladou Spojenych
statov americkych. Cely proces pripravy a schvalovania tohto dokumentu vy-
volal nebyvala vlnu ostrych vnutropolitickych sporov a $irenie antiameric-
kej rétoriky v Sirokej spolo¢nosti, ktorej hlavnymi nositelmi sa stali poslanci
strany SMER - socidlna demokracia na ¢ele s Robertom Ficom. Komunikaény
priestor zaplavili mnohé dezinformacie, ktoré rozsievali strach zo straty su-
verenity Slovenska, umiestnenia americkych jadrovych zbrani na nasom tze-
mi, beztrestnosti americkych vojakov a priblizovania USA k Rusku. Clenovia

vlady i hlava $tatu boli demagogicky oznacovani za vlastizradcov.

V auguste 2021 po pade Kabulu do ruk Talibanu Spojené $taty americké a Slo-
vensko tzko spolupracovali na koordinacii evakudacie viac ako 50 slovenskych
obcéanov a Afgancov s uizkymi vizbami na Slovensko pred stiahnutim sil NATO.
Ako uznanie za vynikajicu americko-slovensku spolupracu minister obrany
Jaroslav Nad pocas slavnostného ceremonialu na pocest slovenskych $pecial-
nych jednotiek, ktoré vykonavali evakua¢né misie, odovzdal americkej velvy-
slankyni Briget Brinkovej osobitnt medailu.

Biely dom 9. aprila 2022, len niekolko tyzdnov po zacéiatku ruskej vojenske;j
agresie na Ukrajine, informoval, Ze americky prezident Joe Biden sa podako-
val slovenskej vlade za darovanie systému S-300 Ukrajine. ,,Chcem podakovat
slovenskej vlade za poskytnutie systému protivzdusnej obrany S-300 Ukrajine,”
uviedol Biden s tym, Ze ukrajinsky prezident Volodymyr Zelenskyj ho o to
viackrat osobne ziadal. Na umoznenie tohto presunu a zaistenie dalsej bez-
pecnosti Slovenska Spojené staty premiestnili na Slovensko americky systém

protivzdusnej obrany Patriot.

V septembri 2022 minister obrany SR Jaroslav Nad informoval, Ze na zakla-
de stihlasu Kongresu Spojenych $tatov Slovensko ziska 200 miliénov dolarov
z vladnych fondov USA, ktoré méze pouzit na ndkup americkej vojenskej
techniky. Okrem toho moze Slovensko pouzit aj dal$ich 5,8 miliéna dolarov
z USA na posilnenie hranice s Ukrajinou a na projekty boja proti hybrid-

nym hrozbam.
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withdrawal of NATO forces. In recognition of outstanding U.S.-Slovak coop- B Bilateralne stretnutia
eration, Minister Nad presented Ambassador Brink with a special medal dur-
ing a ceremony honoring Slovak special forces who carried out the extrac-

tion missions. V oktdbri 2021 sa uskutoénila prva navsteva

slovenského vladneho predstavitela v USA od nastupu Bidenovej administra-
On April 9, 2022, just a few weeks after the start of Russian military aggres- tivy. Americky minister obrany Lloyd Austin IIL prijal v Pentagéne sloven-
sion in Ukraine, the White House reported that U.S. President Joe Biden ského $éfa rezortu obrany Jaroslava Nada. Poukazali na to, Ze ich rokovanie
thanked the Slovak government for donating the S-300 system to Ukraine. sa kond v defi vyrotia vzniku Ceskoslovenska. Ako podotkol $éf Pentagonu,

“Twant to thank the Slovak government for providing the $-300 air defense spolupraca oboch krajin sa prehibila po vzniku samostatnej Slovenskej repub-

system to Ukraine,” Biden said, adding that Ukrainian President Volodymyr liky a zahftia dnes viaceré spoloéné vyzvy vratane pandémie COVID-19 alebo

Zelenskyy had personally asked him to do so several times. To enable this hybridnych hrozieb. Poukazal na zvySujtce sa vydavky Slovenska na obranu

move and ensure Slovakia’s continued security, the United States moved an a modernizéciu armady a ocenil prispevok Slovenskej republiky do misie v Af-

American Patriot missile system to Slovakia. ganistane.

In September, Slovak Defense Minister Jaroslav Nad announced that, based Dohoda o obrannej spolupraci (DCA) medzi Slovenskou republikou a USA bola

on the approval of the U.S. Congress, Slovakia would receive over $200 million podpisana na Ministerstve zahrani¢nych vecf vo Washingtone 3. februara

in US. government funds to purchase American military equipment. Slova- 2022 za ucasti ministra zahrani¢ia USA Antonyho Blinkena, ministra zahra-

kia received an additional $5.8 million from the U.S. government to strength-

ni¢nych veci a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR Ivana Kor¢oka a ministra obrany SR
en the border with Ukraine and combat hybrid threats.

Jaroslava Nada. Podpis tejto bilaterdlnej dohody predstavuje jeden z milni-

kov v slovensko-americkych vztahoch.

B Bilateral Meetings

On October 28, 2021, U.S. Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin received Slovak Minister of Defense Jaroslav Nad at the Penta-

gon - the first Slovak government representative to visit the United States e Americky minister obrany
Lloyd Austin llI. prijal

28. oktébra 2021v Pentagdne
the anniversary of the founding of Czechoslovakia. Secretary Austin stressed $éfa slovenského rezortu
obrany Jaroslava Nada.

. . . Foto: Archiv Ministerstva
ment of the independent Slovak Republic and today includes several com- obrany SR.

mon challenges, including pandemics and hybrid threats. He pointed to the ® The U.S. Secretary of Defense
Lloyd Austin received Slovak

since the start of the Biden administration. The meeting also took place on

that the cooperation between the two countries deepened after the establish-

increasing expenditure of Slovakia on defense and modernization of the Minister of Defense Jaroslav

army and appreciated the contribution of the Slovak Republic to the mission Nad at the Pentagon on

. fohani October 28, 2021. Photo:

in Atghanistan. Archive of the Slovak Ministry
of Defense.

>

The Defense Cooperation Agreement (DCA) between the Slovak Republic and
the United States was signed at the State Department in Washington on Feb-
ruary 3, 2022. The signing of this bilateral agreement represented a milestone

138 FRIEND, PARTNER, ALLY



in Slovak-American relations. On this occasion, U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken received Slovak Ministers of Foreign Affairs Ivan Kor¢ok and Minis-
ter of Defense Jaroslav Nad.

The Slovak parliament approved the agreement on February 9, 2022, which
was immediately ratified by President Caputova. This occurred just few weeks
before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, which had a pro-
found impact on international relations with global consequences.

During his visit to Washington in February, Minister Ivan Kor¢ok and Director
of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Saman-
tha Power signed a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of
Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic and USAID in the field
of international development cooperation. Director Power then visited Slova-
kia on April 5, 2022, where she met with Minister Kor¢ok, President Zuzana
Caputova, representatives of civil society, local government, and the media,

as well as Ukrainian refugees.
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Pri prileZitosti podpisu

Dohody o spolupraci v oblasti
obrany (Defense Cooperation
Agreement) medzi vladou
Slovenskej republiky a vladou
Spojenych statov americkych
prijal 3. februara 2022 vo
Washingtone minister zahranicia
USA Antony Blinken ministra
zahraniénych veci a eurépskych
zalezitosti SR lvana Korcoka

a ministra obrany SR Jaroslava
Nada. Foto: Archiv Ministerstva
obrany SR.

The U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken received Slovak
Ministers of Foreign Affairs Ivan
Korcok and Minister of Defense
Jaroslav Nad' for the signing

of the Defense Cooperation
Agreement between the United
States and the Slovak Republic
at the State Department in
Washington, D.C., on February
3,2022. Photo: Archive of the
Ministry of Defense of the Slovak
Republic.

e Riaditelka Agentlry Spojenych

Statov americkych pre medzina-
rodny rozvoj (USAID) Samantha
Power (uprostred) navstivila
Slovensko 5. aprila 2022.

V sprievode americkej velvy-
slankyne na Slovensku Bridget
Brinkovej (vlavo) sa stretla

so slovenskou prezidentkou
Zuzanou Caputovou. Foto:
Archiv Velvyslanectva

USA na Slovensku.

® Administrator of the United

States Agency for International
Development (USAID) Samantha
Power (center) visited Slovakia
on April 5, 2022. Accompanied
by the U.S. Ambassador Bridget
Brink (left) she met with the
President Zuzana Caputovd.
Photo: Archive of the U.S.
Embassy in Slovakia.

Dohoda bola napokon schvéalena v slovenskom parlamente 9. februara 2022
a prezidentka Zuzana Caputova ju nasledne ratifikovala. Stalo sa tak len nie-
kolko tyzdniov pred zadiatkom ruskej vojenskej agresie na Ukrajine (24. feb-
rudra 2022).

Pocas februarovej navstevy Washingtonu minister Ivan Korcok a riaditelka
agentury USAID Samantha Power podpisali Memorandum o porozumeni
medzi MZVaEZ SR a USAID v oblasti medzindrodnej rozvojovej spoluprace.
Riaditelka Power zavitala 5. aprila 2022 do Bratislavy, kde sa stretla so $éfom
slovenskej diplomacie Ivanom Kor¢okom a prijala ju aj prezidentka Zuzana
Caputova. Okrem toho mala sériu mitingov s predstavitelmi ob¢ianskej spo-
lo¢nosti, samospravy a médii, ako aj s ukrajinskymi ute¢encami.

Dna 17. marca 2022 navstivil Slovensko minister obrany USA Lloyd Austin III.
I8lo o prvd navstevu $éfa Pentagéonu od vstupu SR do NATO v roku 2004. Re-
zortni ministri potvrdili silné bilateralne vizby a diskutovali o moznostiach
obrannej spoluprace, posiliiovani vychodnej hranice NATO vratane vytvore-
nia spojeneckej jednotky NATO na Slovensku a o dalsich formach pomoci sme-
rom na Ukrajinu. Vynimoc¢nost tejto navstevy podéiarkol fakt, ze Slovensko
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U.S. Secretary of Defense Austin visited Slovakia at the invitation of his coun-
terpart Jaroslav Nad on March 17, 2022. This was the first purely bilateral
visit by the head of the Pentagon since Slovakia joined NATO in 2004. Secre-
tary Austin and Minister Nad’ confirmed strong bilateral ties and discussed
defense cooperation, strengthening NATO’s eastern border, including the
creation of a NATO allied unit in Slovakia, and other forms of aid to Ukraine.
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb also visited Bratislava in March 2022. Slo-
vakia has cooperated with Indiana for over 30 years and Governor Holcomb
was interested in supporting Slovakia during the humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine and deepening the long-term relations between the Indiana Army
National Guard and the Ministry of Defense of the Slovak Republic. He was
received by Prime Minister Eduard Heger, Minister of Defense Jaroslav Nad,
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ivan Korcok.

On March 31, 2022, U.S. Deputy Secretary of State for European and Eurasian
Affairs Karen Donfried attended an informal meeting of foreign ministers of
NATO’s Eastern Flank, the platform known as the Bucharest Nine (B9). The
meeting took place in Bratislava and focused on strengthening the defense
of the Alliance and its eastern flank following Russia’s unprovoked invasion
of Ukraine. In the same month Congressmen Mike Quigley, Peter Welch, Sean
Maloney, and Jason Crow and Senator Steve Daines visited Slovakia. These
visits focused on the development of U.S.-Slovakia bilateral relations in light
of Russian aggression in Ukraine.

March 2022 also marked the death of former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright who passed away at the age of 84 in Washington on March 23, 2022.
President Caputova wrote: “Madeleine Albright, born in Czechoslovakia and
a true American patriot, played a key role in our transformation of a nation
from behind the Iron Curtain to a nation living and promoting freedom and
democracy. Our region was always in her heart, and she will always be in ours.
Rest in peace.” An interesting link between these personalities is the fact that
in December 2022, President Caputova received the Madeleine Albright Prize
for Democracy, awarded to her by the National Democratic Institute.

An event of extraordinary importance in Slovak-American relations was the
visit of U.S. First Lady Jill Biden to Slovakia on May 7-9, 2022. She was accom-
panied by U.S. Deputy Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs
Karen Donfried. At the Slovakian-Ukrainian border in the village of Vy$né
Nemecké, First Lady Biden met with the Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic
Eduard Heger, the Minister of the Interior Roman Mikulec, and volunteers who
helped manage the refugee crisis. A powerful gesture was an unannounced and
surprising visit to the nearby Ukrainian city of Uzhgorod, where she met the
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e Americky minister obrany

bolo jedinou krajinou, ktoru Lloyd Austin III. bilaterdlne navstivil v rdmci
cesty do Eurépy, kde sa za¢astnil na rokovani ¢lenskych krajin NATO v Bruseli.

Koncom marca 2022 navstivil Bratislavu Eric Holcomb, guvernér statu India-
na, s ktorym ma Slovensko vyse tridsatro¢nu spolupracu. Guvernér sa zauji-
mal o moznosti podpory Slovenska v ¢ase humanitarnej krizy na Ukrajine,
ale aj o prehibenie dlhodobych vztahov medzi Indiana Army National Guard
a Ministerstvom obrany SR. Prijal ho premiér SR Eduard Heger, minister obra-
ny SR Jaroslav Nad a minister zahrani¢nych veci a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR
Ivan Korcok.

Dna 31. marca 2022 sa v Bratislave uskuto¢nilo neformalne zasadnutie mi-
nistrov zahrani¢nych veci vychodného kridla NATO, platformy znamej ako
Bukurestska deviatka (B9). Zu¢astnila sa na nlom aj namestnicka ministra
zahrani¢nych veci USA pre eurdpske a euroazijské zaleZitosti Karen Donfried.
Diskusia sa zamerala na posilnenie obrany Aliancie a jej vychodného kridla

v ¢ase pokracdujucich vojenskych utokov Ruska na Ukrajine.

Lloyd Austin lll. (vlavo) pocas
rokovani so svojim slovenskym
rezortnym partnerom
Jaroslavom Nadom v Bratislave
17. marca 2022. Foto: Archiv
Ministerstva obrany SR.

The U.S. Secretary of Defense
Austin (left) during negotiations
with his Slovak counterpart
Jaroslav Nad'in Bratislava on
March 17, 2022. Photo: Archive
of the Slovak Ministry of
Defense.

>
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e Americkd prva damu Jill
Bidenovu (vlavo) prijala
9. méja 2022 slovenska
prezidentka Zuzana
Caputova. Foto: Archiv
Velvyslanectva USA
na Slovensku.

® First Lady of the United
States Jill Biden (left)
received by the Slovak
President Zuzana
Caputovd on May 9, 2022.
Photo: Archive of the U.S.
Embassy in Slovakia.
/r
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V tom istom mesiaci zavitali na Slovensko kongresmani Mike Quigley, Peter
Welch, Sean Maloney a Jason Crow a samostatne senator Steve Daines. Ich
navstevam dominovali otazky spojené s vyvojom nasich dvojstrannych vzta-
hov vo svetle agresie na Ukrajine.

Smutnou udalostou v roku 2022 bola smrt byvalej ministerky zahrani¢nych
veci USA Madeleine Albrightovej. Zomrela vo veku 84 rokov vo Washingtone
23. marca 2022. Prezidentka Zuzana Caputovd o nej napisala: ,Madeleine
Albrightovd, narodend v Ceskoslovensku a skutoénd americka vlastenka, zo-
hrala klucovu ulohu v nasej transformdcii naroda spoza Zeleznej opony k nd-
rodu Zijucemu a presadzujicemu slobodu a demokraciu. Na$ regién bol vzdy
v jej srdci a ona bude vZdy v nasom. Nech odpociva v pokoji.“ Zaujimavym
prepojenim tychto osobnosti je fakt, Ze v decembri 2022 ziskala prezidentka
Zuzana Caputovd Cenu za demokraciu Madeleine Albrightovej, ktort jej ude-
lil Narodny demokraticky institut.

Udalostou mimoriadneho vyznamu v slovensko-americkych vztahov bola nav-
$teva prvej damy USA Jill Bidenovej na Slovensku v dtioch 8. - 9. m&ja 2022.
Sprevadzala ju namestni¢ka ministra zahraniénych veci USA pre eurdpske
a euroazijské zalezitosti Karen Donfried. Na slovensko-ukrajinskych hraniciach
v obci Vy$né Nemecké sa stretla s premiérom SR Eduardom Hegerom, minis-
trom vnutra SR Romanom Mikulcom a dobrovolnikmi, ktori pomahali pri
zvladani uteé¢eneckej krizy. Silnym gestom bola neohldsend a prekvapujuca
navsteva nedalekého ukrajinského mesta Uzhorod, kde sa na Denl matiek
stretla s manzelkou ukrajinského prezidenta Olenou Zelenskou. Stretnutie sa
uskutoénilo v 8kole, ktora slazi ako dofasna ubytoviia pre ukrajinskych ute-
¢encov. V Bratislave ju na druhy den prijala prezidentka Zuzana Caputova.

Prva dama USA Jill Bidenova (vlavo v strede) sa 8. maja 2022
stretla na slovensko-ukrajinskych hraniciach v obci Vysné
Nemecké s premiérom SR Eduardom Hegerom s manzelkou
Luciou, ministrom vniatra SR Romanom Mikulcom (stoja
vpravo od prvej damy USA) a dobrovolnikmi, ktori pomahali

pri zvladani uteceneckej krizy. Sprevadzala ju namestnicka
ministra zahrani¢nych veci USA pre eurdpske a euroazijské
zaleZitosti Karen Donfried (za Jill Bidenovou, v modrom).

Foto: Archiv Velvyslanectva USA na Slovensku.

The First Lady of the United States Jill Biden (left in the center)
visited village Viysné Nemecké on the Slovak-Ukrainian border
on May 8, 2022 with the Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic
Eduard Heger with his wife Lucia, the Minister of the Interior
Roman Mikulec (standing to the right of the first lady), and
volunteers who helped in managing the refugee crisis. First Lady
Biden was accompanied by U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs Karen Donfried (behind Jill Biden,
in blue). Photo: Archive of the U.S. Embassy in Slovakia.

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC 145



wife of the Ukrainian president, Olena Zelenska, on Mother’s Day. They met
in a school that served as a temporary dormitory for Ukrainian refugees. Presi-
dent Zuzana Caputovd received First Lady Biden in Bratislava the next day.

Economic diplomacy received an important boost during the May 2022 visit
of the official delegation led by the State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of
Economy, Karol Galek, to the Global Economic Summit in Indiana. Slovak in-
novation firms and startups were also part of the delegation.

On May 16, 2022, Minister Kor¢ok, bid farewell to outgoing American ambassa-
dor Bridget Brink. Minister Kor¢ok highlighted that, in addition to supporting
democracy, human rights, new investments for business, and scientific coop-
eration, Ambassador Brink contributed to the launch of an intensive stra-
tegic dialogue, the signing of the Defense Cooperation Agreement, and the
deployment of air defense systems in Slovakia. He awarded her the Golden
Plaque of the Minister of Foreign and European Affairs. Ambassador Bridget
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e Americky velvyslanec
Gautam A. Rana pocas
odovzdavania poverovacich
listin prezidentke SR Zuzane
Caputovej 28. septembra
2022. Foto: Archiv Kancelarie
prezidenta SR.

® The U.S. Ambassador
to the Slovak Republic
Gautam A. Rana presenting
his credentials to Slovak
President Zuzana Caputovd
on September 28, 2022.
Photo: Archive of the
Presidential Office of the SR.

o Namestnicka ministra

zahrani¢nych veci USA pre
eurdpske a eurazijské zalezitosti
Karen Donfried a minister
zahrani¢nych veci a eur6pskych
zalezitosti SR Ilvan Korcok pocas
neformalneho zasadnutia
ministrov zahrani¢nych veci
vychodného kridla NATO,
platformy znamej ako
Bukurestska deviatka (B9),

v Bratislave 31. marca 2022.
Foto: Archiv Velvyslanectva
USA na Slovensku.

® The U.S. Deputy Secretary

of State for European and
Eurasian Affairs Karen Donfried
and Slovak Minister of Foreign
Affairs Ivan Korcok during an
informal meeting of foreign
ministers of NATO’s Eastern
Flank, the platform known

as the Bucharest Nine (B9),

on March 31, 2022. Photo:
Archive of the U.S. Embassy

in Slovakia.

Ekonomicka diplomacia dostala vynimo¢ny impulz pocas majovej navstevy
oficidlnej delegacie vedenej $tatnym tajomnikom Ministerstva hospodarstva
SR Karolom Galekom v Indiane na Globalnom ekonomickom samite. Sti¢as-
tou delegécie boli aj slovenské inovativne firmy a startupy.

16. maja 2022 sa $éf slovenskej diplomacie Ivan Kor¢ok rozluéil s odchadzaju-
cou americkou velvyslankyriou Bridget A. Brinkovou. Minister zdoéraznil,
ze velvyslankyni sa podarilo okrem podpory demokracie a ludskych pravano-
vych impulzov pre obchodnui a vedeckt spolupracu prispiet k rozbehnutiu
intenzivneho strategického dialégu, uzavretiu obrannej dohody s USA ¢&i roz-
miestneniu systémov protivzdusnej obrany na Slovensku. Udelil jej Zlatu pla-
ketu ministra zahrani¢nych veci a eurépskych zalezitosti Slovenskej repub-
liky. Bridget A. Brinkova zo Slovenska odisla posobit ako velvyslankyma USA
do ukrajinského Kyjeva. AZ do prichodu nového velvyslanca stal na ¢ele amba-
sady chargé d’affaires Nicholas Namba. Kariérny diplomat Gautam A. Rana
odovzdal 28. septembra 2022 poverovacie listiny prezidentke Zuzane Caputovej.
Po oficidlnom ceremonidli velvyslanec Rana poloZil veniec k pamitniku Bra-
na slobody v bratislavskom Devine.

PRIATEL, PARTNER, SPOJENEC 147



Brink left Slovakia to serve as U.S. ambassador to Ukraine. Until the arrival of
a new ambassador, Nicholas Namba served as Chargé d’Affaires. Career diplo-

mat Gautam A. Rana presented his credentials to President Zuzana Caputova

on September 28, 2022. After the official ceremony, Ambassador Rana laid e Slovensky minister zahrani¢ia

a wreath at the Gate of Freedom monument at Devin Castle to recognize the

sacrifices of those who died in their pursuit of freedom and democracy.

As a result of the long-term crisis in the government coalition, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs Ivan Kor¢ok resigned on September 13, 2022. He was re-
placed by the experienced diplomat Rastislav Kacer, who previously served
as Ambassador to the United States. Shortly after his appointment, Minister
Kéder accompanied President Caputova to the UN General Assembly in New
York in September, where he held a series of bilateral negotiations. On the side-

lines of this event, President Caputové briefly met with President Joe Biden.
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Rastislav Kacer sa stretol

29. novembra 2022 na schodzke
ministrov zahranicia ¢lenskych
krajin NATO v Bukuresti

so svojim americkym rezortnym
partnerom Antonym Blinkenom.
Foto: Archiv MZVaEZ SR.

® Slovak Minister of Foreign

Affairs Rastislav Kacer met his
American colleague Antony
Blinken at a meeting of NATO
foreign ministers in Bucharest
on November 29, 2022. Photo:
Archive of the Slovak Ministry
of Foreign and European Affairs.

Slovenska prezidentka
Zuzana Caputova sa

stretla pocas Valného
zhromazdenia OSN v New
Yorku 23. septembra

2022 s americkym
prezidentom Joeom
Bidenom. Foto: Biely dom.
Slovak President Zuzana
Caputovd met with President
Joe Biden on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly
in New York on September
23, 2022. Photo: The White
House.

V dosledku dlhodobej krizy vo vladnej koalicii podal minister zahrani¢nych
veci a europskych zalezitosti SR Ivan Korc¢ok 13. septembra 2022 demisiu.
V kresle ho vystriedal sktseny diplomat Rastislav Kacer, ktory sluzil aj ako
velvyslanec v USA. Minister Kacer sprevadzal prezidentku Zuzanu Caputovu
na septembrovom Valnom zhromazdeni OSN v New Yorku, kde mal sériu bi-
lateralnych rokovani. Prezidentka sa okrem tcasti na tomto podujati kratko
stretla s americkym prezidentom Joeom Bidenom.

Minister Rastislav Kac¢er mal 29. novembra na schodzke ministrov zahranic¢ia
¢lenskych krajin NATO v Bukuresti moZnost stretnit svojho amerického ko-
legu Antonyho Blinkena. Minister Blinken sa podakoval Slovensku a vyzdvihol
americko-slovenské partnerstvo, ktoré sa vyrazne prejavuje v spolo¢nej snahe
poméct Ukrajine branit sa proti ruskej agresii, v podpore Ukrajincov a posil-
novani spoluprace v NATO.
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Minister Kacer met his American counterpart Anthony Blinken on Novem-
ber 29, shortly after assuming his new post, at the Bucharest meeting of NATO
foreign ministers. Secretary Blinken thanked Slovakia and highlighted the
strong U.S.-Slovak partnership, which is clearly manifested in the joint ef-
fort to help Ukraine defend itself against Russian aggression, in supporting
Ukrainians, and in strengthening cooperation in NATO.

The third American-Slovak strategic dialogue was held in Washington on Oc-
tober 2022 at the level of the Director General of the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs. Meetings and consultations were held in Washington on the margins
of the Strategic Dialogue focused on issues of defense, environment, strategic
communication, and fighting disinformation.

President Zuzana Caputova and the U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Cli-
mate, John Kerry held a brief meeting at the UN Climate Conference COP 27
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, on November 7-8, 2022.

To support the building of relations with U.S. legislators, the Slovak Embassy
in Washington registered the Congressional Slovak Caucus (Slovak Friend-
ship Group in Congress) with the goal to promote development of relations
between the Slovak Republic and the United States, and promote the history,
culture, and cooperation of our two countries. The group is co-chaired by
Congressmen Jim Banks (R) and Frank J. Mrvan (D).
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Prezidentka Zuzana Caputova sa v dtioch 7. - 8. novembra 2022 ztéastnila na
27. konferencii zmluvnych stran Rdmcového dohovoru OSN o zmene klimy
(COP27) v egyptskom Sarm-a$ Sajchu. Stretla sa tu aj s osobitnym vyslancom
prezidenta USA pre klimu Johnom Kerrym.

Po virtualnom stretnuti v roku 2021 sa v oktébri 2022 vo Washingtone usku-
to¢nil treti americko-slovensky strategicky dialég na tirovni generalnych ria-
ditelov ministerstiev zahrani¢nych veci. Stretnutiu dominovali konzultacie
k otdzkam obrany, spravodlivosti a Zivotného prostredia. Rokovali tiez exper-
ti na strategickt komunikaciu a boj proti dezinformaciam.

Pre podporu budovania vztahov s americkymi zakonodarcami slovensky za-
stupitelsky urad vo Washingtone zaregistroval v Kongrese Spojenych $tatov
tzv. Congressional Slovak Caucus - Slovensku skupinu priatelstva v Kongrese.
Jej cielom je prispievat k rozvoju vztahov medzi SR a USA a propagacii SR,
jej historie, kultury a ekonomickej spoluprace. Spolupredsedami skupiny su
kongresmani Jim Banks a Frank Mrvan.
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